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OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

¥ work could be done by talking about it we might look
for the highest efficiency in our public schools. For we
ha e  Provincial Institutes and Associations, Dominion
kd jonal A intions, § Schools and district
organizations of various kinds,—all for the study of
methads of instruction, schaol menagement and school sup-
port. These meetings are very use’'ul and necessary  The
great difficulty, however, is to make theory into practice
The peif ct teacher is sketched by the speakers | hut the
tenchirs after a1l will be the first to confess that they are
not perfect The valie of good schorl grounds is du'y set
forth ; but the surroundings  ned  equipments of many
schools are still far from ideal Nevertheless discussion
must go on uatil public upinion forees the improvements
demanded Ry the most important department of obir public
sei vice ;

At the New Drumswick Institute held in St. John last
week, Principal Crocket, of the Norm | school, rejoiced in
the great advance that had been made since 1891 - He had

noted with pleasure improvement | iting and spelling,
espéicially i distric improvement in the
equipa of high-schools was very marked He had an
opporfunity of visiting many high schools throughout the
dominion but from what he had seen and heard the high
schools of this province compared very well with the bost
elsewhere . The Educational sys‘em was now unified, and
the integr ] parts were ' linked together by inati
This had a wakened an unprecedented intecest in Education-
al matter.

If time had permitted Dr Crocket to review the history
of gublic education at greater lulgthhnmlghthsve referred
with cogency to the <till more p
of the present as comparrd with the mndlhon of .'mu
before 1871 when the Common Schools Act was passed,
under the leadership of the late Hon. George E King, and
put into most successful cperation by the late Dr Theodore
H Rand, who for a period of twelve years worked with
enthusiasm and ability to promote the efficiency of the
schools. >

A note of limilgr character is given by the Wesleyan, of
Halifax, in an editorial referring to the recent closing ex-
ercises of the Normal school at Truro. Rev Dr MacLean,
the editor, was impressed with the fact of an excellent
equipment of buildings and the good w-rk which is being
done for the building up of the Province and the Dominion.
“We have seen a greater disp'ay of bunting in decorating™
the 1ooms, but we have never listened to better addresses
at a similar gathering than we heard from the lips of Rev.
Dr. Keirstead of Acadia College. and President Hannah of
King's Collegé: They were profouni and thnlling with
rmotion while setting high ideal© before the graduates.

There was intelligence marked on the faces of the Normal
students alhcd with an alertness which was &ll"l“ul and
inspiring '

Dr Macl ean omits mention of his own tbou(hful and
timely address at Truro, He dealt with the ion of

manual training it is no longer an experiment as to popular-
ity or usefylness.

Our public schools are a hm part of our national assets
and should be the constant care of all good citizens.

Wiy e

A RELIGION OF POLICY.

Whether or not Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, was in
any real sense a religious man is difficult to determine
from the very brief biography of him which the Serip-
tares give. It is evident indeed that he gnized
the importance of religion as a factor in national life.
There are many men today who pergeive and admit that
the prevalence of religious belicf among the masses is
in a high degree important to the cultivation of public
morality and thereforeto the stability of the State, but
who give very llme iderati to religi as a

tter of p n. It is certain that true
religion blmel every department of human life and in-
terest which it influnences. 1t purifies the home life and
the social life, gives virility and fruitfulness to its in-
dustrial and commereial life, purifies and elevates the
politicsl life, gives to art and literature a uobler in-
spiration and sends wholesome ocurrents throbbing
through all the pulses of the nation. And yot religion
is vastly more than a handmaid to the Btate. It's end
is not merely to ameliorate material conditions and to
prevent mankind from sinking into the slvughs of in-
sensibility, to tho destruction of all natural virtue and
national strength. The teaching of the Bible every-
where i§ that religion is the supreme concern of the in-
dividual and the nation. Religion is not a matter of
poliey to be caltivated merely because it ministers re-
spectability to the family and welfare to the State. It
is that which brings men face to face with God and
prosses home upon them the supreme duty of obedience
to the truth.

There is a subtie ovil tendency in buman nature to
dethrone religion from its supreme place and mako it
the ministor to our ambitions or selfish jnterests. How
many men go to church, not to bow in humble and de.
vout worship before God, but b itis pectable
and to their fnancial interest to do so!- How many
men who do not go to chureh are yet well pleased to
have tholr wives and daughters go, because an utter
opon disregard of religion on the part of the family
would not seem respectable! The failure of Jeroboam
oyidently turned upon his attitude toward religion.
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tions as ladders by which the soul climbs to spiritual
realities, but all experience shows that the soul is as
likely to go down the ladder as up it, and that to bring
in the material to help towards apprehending and ap-
proaching the.spiritual is much more sure to lead to
the materializing of the spiritual than to the spifitnal-
izing of the material.”

THE ELECTION OF BISHOPS.

QOur Anglican friends of Nova Scotia have not succeeded
in obtaining a.successor to Bishop Courtney who a few

. months ago retired from the office of Bishop, which be had

filled since 1888, to accept the rectorship of a church in
New-York, The Synod elected, on the eleventh ballot, Rev.
Dr, Cody cf Toronto. But Dr. Cody.declined the office
and will rontinue to preach in a church in Toronto and to
perform his duties as Professor in Wyclifie College

The full reports of the action of the Synod reveal a some-
what divided state of opinion in the Church of Eagland.
The clergy seem to favor4he High Church doctrines while
the laymen seek a bishop of the Low Church school, or, at
ull events of the broad church views THe election of Dr.
Cody was counsidered rather favorable to the Low Church
party. But in view of his failure to accept the office the
election is postponed until August 3ist.

While this is a matter belonging exclusively to the Church
of Evgland, all Christians wiil hop: that a man of conse-
cration and strength may be foundto lead the Church in its
doctrine and life. ln view of the weakened state of Kings
College and the differences of doctrinal views it s of great
consequence that unity of sentiment should as far as possi.
ble prevail. The appoit ment of President Hannah gives
satisfaction to the friends of Kings College. He is impress-
ing the people as a man of much force and energy.

But other people elect bishops. Baptist churches by the
hundred are doing it every year—For our pastors are over-
seers, bishops—they have the care of the churches. They
preach the gospel and admini the ordi and lead
the flock of God. If their elec'ion is not so much talked of
by the papers as in other denominations, it is of equal
moment to those concerned. The ministers of the churches
in their rolation to their brefh to the world and to
Christ are at the very centres of influence. Let them ma »-
nily their office even if they frel themselves unable to fill it
as they desire. It is required in stewards thata man be
found faithful. And let the churches that have the re-

ibility of electing pistors hold the trust ' as most

Tnstoad of giving it the supreme place in his thought
and in his kimgdom, he endeavored to make it subserv-
lent. He gave attention to religion, not because the
highost daty d ded it, butb it d to him
necessiry to hold his kingdom intact. It was not with

Joroboam the kingdom of God first and everything élse .

altorwards, but bis own kingdom first and religion as a
moans of establishing himself upon the throne. This is
the choloe which men are so prone to make—the choice
that resnlts in immeasurable loss to every man who
makes it.

“Whereupon the King took counsel” We are not told
with whom Jeroboam took counsel, but it seems ev-
ident that hé did not go to the best available sources
for advice in'this tim. when wise direction was so great-
ly needed A man who has committed the initial mis-
take of making his own ambition supreme is not likely
to seek counsel in quarters where his purposes will be

bmitted to severe criticism in the light of truth. Jer-
oboam had *‘said in his heart'’ that the people over
whom he ruled must not go to Jerusalem to worsbip,
else the result would be disastrous to his throne and
to himself, and haviog decided so much apart from any
divine | in thematter,he takes 1 with those
who are prepared to second his purposes as to the best
means of carrying them into effoct. The result was that
’nwthoﬂled changes were made in the ancestral wor-
ship, in respect to the place of meeting, the ritual and
the ministry Bethel and Dan were established instead
of Jerusalem; figures of calves or bulls took the place,it
would seem, of the figures of the cherubim in the taber-
nacle; men of other tribes, instead of the Levites, min-

salasies of teachers and in asimilar vein to the discussion
of this subject in the lostitute in St. John, Reports show
that while the cost of living goes up from year to year
the salaries are no higher than formerly. This meaus that
the salaties are in reality lower; and this again means
that the service rendered is Jess hearty and efficient. And
this again means that the minds of the children receive a
pocser tnining and ks enrichment than was given in
former yoars.  The parents sre suving money by starving
fhole childien. And «till we boast of our adv !

istered in these tuaries ch by Jerob and a
feast was appointed on another month than that on
which the feast at Jerusalem was held. Just how far
the ritual of woeship departed from that which had
been established in Jerusalem we cannot tell, but the
corrupting infl of the apostacy app to have
been especially connected with the worship of . the
calves. Of its swift downward tendency Dr, Maclaren
writés :  *““How impossible it was to arrest the swift
descent whon once that steep and slippery slope was

Auother subject discussed in these meetings was the
relation of the East to the West. It appears that we must
fuirnish toachers for the West as well as the East. The

lit 'dw d the standard of our teaching will
m allsct the lile of our country in all its domain and
for maitty years.

Th-itﬂnﬂe“ ion on | training and

tered on, the history of the Northern Kingdom
proves. The calvesjcould be -puonhtlvd! defended as
not being idols, but symbols, just as apologists for
heathenism today defend or palliate their idols, and re-
fined distinctions could have been deawn between wor-
ship of the symbol and of the power represented by it,
but all such subtleties were non-existent to the mass

the consolidated school nrngmh While the huex
©osts some money, at the beginniog, it is believed
uhmud‘ihqvmj-ﬁyh Wn

of hi mithuynbolm very soon a god to
the peopl teant it to be. Itisa
ncuoutungto call in the senses un&bvouup.
mm-qhw‘l&*' hi-

sacred, let them pray the Lord to show whom he has
chosen, let the party spirit be left outside when a minister
18 to be sought from Christ. Some of vur churches are now
pastorless. Let all our people pray for these our brethren
that they may have wisdom to secure able ministers of the
New Testament.

THE WAR.

According to a report published last week as coming
from Admiral Togo one Russian warship was sunk and
two other vessels seriously damaged as a result of an attack
by Japanese torpedo boats on the Russian fleet in the
roadstead of Port Arthuron the night of June 23. A report
from Viceroy Alexieff to the Czar, published a few days ago
denies that the Russian fleet suffered any loss” from the
Japavese attack. Which report is to be received as correct
it is difficult to determine. During the past week, so far
as reported, the Russian ships at Port Arthur have re-
mained quiet, with the exception that a torpedo boat is
said to have run the Japanese blockade and gone wnorth-
ward to Niu Chwang. The Vliadivostok squadron has been
active baving bombarded Gensan on the Korean coast and
and also destroyed two vessels. There is a rumor of an
engagement having taken place between the Viadivostok
and the Japanese squadron under Admiral Kami-
muri, but the rumor is unconfirmed. On land
the Japanese armies of Generals Kuoroki, Oku
and Nodzu have been northward  and
westward in the direction of Niu Chwang, and Liso Yang.
There has been hard fighting at Motien Ling and Tal ing
and in both cases the Russians were driven back. It is re-
ported, however, that the Russians were able to recapture
Ta-Ling. The word ling means pass and the possession of
these places is dingly of great inp It seems
probable that General Kuropatkin's purposs is to
avoid a general engagement if possible and to
move his forces northward to Mukden “before the miny
season sets in, which is now at hand, making that place the
base of future operations. It is doubtful whether conditions
are such that the Russian commsnder will be able to with-
draw his forces without giviog battle. From what appears
to be authentic reports there was a successful attack on
some of the outworks of Port Arthur on June 20 and three
strong positio~s were taken after hard fighting and con-
siderable loss of life on both sides. . . . The latest despatches
tell of the destruction of a R—in battleship or. cruiser
and a torpedo boat by a torpedo boat attack of the Japan-
ese at the entrance of Port Arthur on June 27. It is also
reported that the Viadivostok squadron ‘again eluded Ad-
miral Kamimuri squadron in the being in bu:h
wit lth'hlnﬁmy “- = ¢




