S

§oane

More About the Bible.

BY B, M SAUNDERS, b
INTRODUC TORY
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M Waring s o thank b mothods of Bible study
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Not publicly, ot povate’y have 4 said o writien one
word against auy uoethod of Bble study. Sam Butler says,

No argument hike satter of factds - Here then are the

facts As Beoth + Waring hag repaated the statement so
often by bp and by pei, L am coming/ to think that e, as
B Vot ol an ol sepeited caprice, s led 1o believe it e
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atic theoluy, and bus uorurpassed skill in the ‘examination
of the Bible, taking a book ata e, holding it up in the
light of contemporary history, 1a tie ight of the character
and aim of the writer, the prevailing preyadices, racial and
religions, wh slly captivitedane.  Added o this, was the
keen, through examimation of the txt in the original lan

goage.  That was license in method sulficient (o satisly any
safidel. 1| bave never narrowed it But | look to the Holy
Spirit as the great Teacher ol spiitual truth.  Young men
w my Bible class of about one bundred at Berwick,
could rise and from memory recite Pauls nmissionary jout-
weys and stand an examination in relating them 1o Geo-
graphy and History, Aflter reading the twelve vol-
wmes of Grote's History of Greecy and other literature, |
gove in thy li.ﬂpl this reading, a lecture on Paul’s speech
o8 Mass' Hill, The book of Job also was the subject of

MESSENGER AND VISITOR-

sermons and a lecture, as were other books, also the lives
of distinguished men of the Bible. In these studies every
light possible to me was turned upon these Scriptures. In
Job, for instance, the time of its production, the family,
social, and religious life, the hints at ths habils and indus-
tries of the people; the literature and poetry of the book,
were not overlooked in our humble efforts. Some young
people encouraged me in my work by telling me that after
hearing the lecture on Job, given in different parts of the
Province, they spent the night in reading the book. In
Comwallis and in Halifax, the Genesis, the Romans, the
Hebrews have been studied in this way. Many years ago,
when calling attention to the Messiah and the Messianic
prophecy of the Ol Testam nt in some sermons at Freder

iwton, the Rev. W E Mclutyre, one of our ablest and most
tve wien was good enough 1o encourage me by

telling me that the sermons were a help to him. | may
v too that | have used mostly German commentaries, be
o hoy nee free and  patient turning every light
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¥ A Y ¥ Y WRITING
No mimister could wish for a reception more lizarty than

the gaand old Fast Charch gase to 1ts pastor in January,
tgoy  Itowas an occasion bamful of oy, The cup.was
runuing over.  loclud+ me, please; in this statement.  For
seven onths there was comfort.  Then came the three
b rmons on ' Lhe Bible inspired.” - Discerning minds were
Hilled with apprebensions, and carr ed to th ir homes heavy
hearts. It was mildly suggested to the pastor, that it wds
“ risky and perilous thing to attemipt to unsettle the essent-
1al beliels of the church and denonimation.

I'hen came that hour of agony in the’Convention. And
what an hour 1t was.  Never anything 1'ke it before in the
lile of the Convention. Heads went down, ministers left
the house, old and young. Some wnmlvuxl, others groaned.
I'he house was sown thick with distrust.  All hearts ached
because the customary vote of thanks could not be passed
by the Convention, coupled with a request for the publica-
twon ot the sermon in the MESSENGER AND Visitor. The
eaterpr.sing reporters failed to get sausfaction.  All loved
Brother Waring and love him still. Hope bore up all
heurts that he would, on rellection, recede from the danger-
ous ground taken. He receied faithful admonitions from
lus brethren.  After this, the subject of inspiration was
agam raised by hun and discussod in the Bible class ; and
i this discussion Brothe:s Waring said repeatedly that “the
denonnnation must face the issue.” | then decided it was
iy duty to take my part in “faciog the issue” ; lmncquemly
my lecture lollowed, -and n a revised form, appeared in the
Musskncur AND VisiToR,

THE OBJECT OF MY WRITING

My purpose in wriling was to turn - the attention of the
denomination to the Bibie, as containing a revelation from
Giod, on which rests our faith and practice; to prepare the
mind of the body for the further discussion of the subject of
mspitation by the pastor of the First Halifax church; to
hielp-by suggestion und otherwise any brethren who might
ueed help.  Had Urother Waring been satisfied with his
theee sermons in Halilax and the hour in the Conveation,
not a Line, 1 my opinion, would have been written on the
subject.  All would have assumed that the suppressed
stoum of dissent ia the Convention, had led him to recon-
sider lus views, and to quietly get into harmony with the
denominution. 1t was the pastor’s perssting in forcing his
views on the denomination that drove me, much against
my inclinations, to oppose, as far as 1 could, his evident
plan 10 have the old view of the Bible give place to the
evolution theory of the'Higher Criticism, to the Unitarian
theory. This is evidently the ground Mr. Warin, cupi
and which he would have the }cnomlnn(iun occu:):aupl“‘

AN ADMISSION,

Mr. Waring, in effect, says that | approach the- Bible as
true; and that he approaches it as neither true nor untrue;
that [ hold it innocent uatil itis proved guilty; that he
holds it guilty (it must bs that there is no middle grouand)
until it is proved innocent. la this way we are opposed at

Gl s FO

" Mady 28, 1904

the outset in its examination. Well, this is no method, it
is a condition. I accept the position he assigns to us re-
spectively. The great Hebrew and Roman codes of juris-
prudence, and all the codes of the civilized nations of today
are emphatic in regarding every man innocent, in the eye
of the law, until his guilt is proved by evidence, thoroughly
sifted. If fallible man.is by law held innocent until his
guilt is proved, 1 fee! bound to stand by the Bible—God's
word—as ipnocent until it is proved guilty. Mr. Waring
may approach the Bible as untrue. Ishall continue my
examination of it as God's Word. 1fitis proved tomy
satisfaction that it is a human, fallible book, 1 will give it
up : if not, and may | be pardoned for the suggested possi-
bility of human authorship, then I shall stand by it

After all that -the Bible has done for the millions in
Heaven and on earth; after all it has done for the world,
am | asked to regard it as a collection of myths, legends,
fables, and idealistic notions of brilliant minds, and this
100, declared to be smeared with vulgerities? Am I re
quired to sit dowr with these Philistines and say to them,
that if they will suspend their judgment that the Bible is a
fraud, 1 will suspend my jdgment that it is the infallible
word of an infallible God, and on these conditions we will
Never, Nevir, NEVER
F'welve sons it around their aged mother, beautiful in

tudy it together
the simplicity ofold age. There she is, her sweet face
radiant looking upon her manly sons for whom she has

nade every sac

e Ihen one of them says, there are

some people who say our good mother is bad. let us
gather them in, and, if they will suspend their judgment
wo will suspend ours | and we will have an exaniination

An indignant protest is in the eyes and faces of the eleven
b ther I'hey say to the twe'fth brother, your propos

lom is & fiction as cold as a block of ice from  the North
Pole. Search the Old Testament. Did Jehovah tell the
prophets to go to the surrounding nations with  this cold
blooded proposition ? Tell all, small and - great that the
Bible is the Word of God, which commands all men every
where 1o repent, or they shall all likewise perish

For evangelical purposes,” the Parliament of Hr‘l\xmn\

was useless.  Ten years have shown that no good eflect
was produced by it in heathen lands. Paul and our miss
1onaries denounce the superstitions of the heathen, and
admit any truth they hold, while holding up to them the
gospel system ; but to do this is, one thing anu to sit down
with the heathen . as these Higher Critics would bave the
missionaries do, and admit that our Bible is myth, legend
an ' literature evolved from the brains of “Hebrews, Jews
and early Christians,” is quite another thing.' In teaching
a Sabbath School class of Chinese in California, a voung
lady gave the class an account of Jnah. The Orientals
matched it with a Chinese miracle, that pu* fonah in the
shade. But, if Brother Waring can get any comfort from
his grotesque scheme for popular use, nobody will wish to
rob him of his ehjoyment.

DR, SAUNDERS “BLOCKED"' THE WORK OF THE BIBLE CLASS.

Well, 1 confess | asked some questions and with the result
of a question asked by an old deacon. The colored preach-
er had graphically described the making of Adam. The
Lord mou'ded him, head, arms, body and legs out of clay ;
and then stood him up against the fence to drv. “Who
mad= dat fence ?”, inquired the old deacon, jumping to his
feet. “Sit down brudder, sich questions spiles my theology.”

Well, brother Waring thinks I have “hit" him, also an-
other good brother. For this | am sorry. Every brother in
the ministry, I would help, not “hit." This is my apology.
In the last six months, | have been shooting at the radieal
critics, who in their, “winter palaces,” before a good fire
have been penknifeing the Bible. 1f Brother Waring and
the other brother have been standing too near these people,
they may have been hit. My advice to them is the advice
of the Quaker oa the stage in the play of Uncle Tom’s
Cabin," standing in all gravity with gun in hand, the
Quaker, seeing the slave-hunter on Eliza's track, and brings
his gun to his shoulder and says to Eliza’s pursuer “I advise
thee to remove from the place thou now occupiest, for I am
going to fire just where thoustandest,”

These “hits" have driven my brother to his ‘“knees.”

Well, the more we da of that, the better; but perhaps it
should not be published. However, 1 see slim chance here
for martyrdon; but if any, pinch-beck cheap.

(continued next week.)

St. John Letter.

The time flies, and it has already been some weeks since
a report of the workings of the churches in this city has
appeared in the MEssENGER AND VISITOR. As a city we
have ben wrestling with civic and religious problems for
of small calibre. We are trying to get ready for the sum-
mer opening for the Grand Truok Railroad now projected,
and if it fails to come this summer to be ready for it when
it does come. A strong committee is making arrangements
for the Champlain Tercentenary to be held here this sum-
mer. Dr. Raymond, pastor of St. Mary's Church, (Epis.)
has written an exteaded history of the discovery of the St.
John River, and from that we fiad that we have been in this
country three hundred years. Quae important feature of
this celebration, which will ba marked by aquatic, athletic,
trades, and other celebrations, will be an Old Home Week
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