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{ the people of Chicago sha 

1 better provision for the 

et laily and nightly frequent 

' { public resort. Put 1s this the 

esson to be learned in this 

vwiul disaster cause people—at 

t more seriously upon the 

noe of the theatre We are 

wes which kill the body and 

al safety, b we are far 

eave} an interest mstantly 

nfinitely greater value than 

it we can do to preserve them, 

rible indeed to think of hun 

. dden'y into _etermity through 
igo, but the dangerof being 

. ! uch a disaster ‘is a small 

‘ et menaced because 

{ h thought is being given 

the attend the theatre, 1t 

\ e consifferation were given to 

the gre ny of those are subject 
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Ww pa ny sweeping and undiscrimin 

at theatre-going I'here is 

»" . 4 heatre at its best 

ans! t I e are plays which, in 

ther ' A «sin their intellectual and aes 

thetic ¢ easurably supe ers. It may 

be doubted we vhether the theatre at best in these 

days 1 iit) te certain nit 

prevailing tat far-from tha while at 11 

vorst it h e are, nod t. actor 

are person wh mora haracter and high ideals and 

who wou thie uld cleanse the stage { ts impuri 

ties and fr ties and make it wholeso i | 

But the theatre gong public has in general little 

mica tion th ideal and shows little appreci 

their art. Sir Henry Irving: who is the fore go) 

ep t tl lass ol act has recently 

Bley ew Ww ¢ tative + Mor Poe 

pressed pr dissatisfaction with the prevailing 

ha te : t itt as seenon the moden 

1 here re and more theatres, but the theatre 

Lamps he said, rather sadly. There is too much 

hagh kicking Ihere is too much frivolity Lhere is too 

much of a disposition to think that the public 
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must be amie t he Gea this 
Here is a po “ been busy 
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give it something excit 

it forget Never offer it anytl 
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that the e people nthe ( EORUe were a 

hed at | teaching A e of er aston ment 

was not only the substance hing but the manner 

of 1t He spoke, not the their constant re 

ferences to the del nces but as one whose 

f truth, his solute conformity t 

knowledge of human n: 
needs, enable nterpret the divine word to the pe 

uch auth y had not known ple witt ity and power as t 

before. The voice of Jesus is still the voice of authority in the 

piritual realm. It is he alone who knows the Father. It 

1s he alene who so interprets God as to satisfy the needs of 

[his lesson brings us face to face ith the question of 

Mark tells us that there was in the demoniac posses 

synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, who cried out in 

dread and aversion at the ssence of Jesus , TECOENIZING 
him as the Holy One of Ged. Then at the command of 

Jesus, the unclean spirit came out of the man, to the amaze 

ment of all the people present. ‘There isa natural tendency 

» belief, common among the 
t, that 

in modern times to reject 

Jews of that and still persisting in the Ea 

human beings are sometimes possessed—their wills con 

trolled—by evil spirit We cannot -of course dweH: upon 

this question here. It is evident however that the evange 

lists shared the belief of their times in respect to the reality I 
sion. It it evident also that if Jesus did 

not himself share this t 

of demoniac pr 

f he acted toward those said to 

be possessed as if he belirved them to be under the control 

of evil spirits. It is probable that many cases were at that 

time, and are still, in the East classed. as demoniac, which 

a modern physician would diagnose as cases of insanity or 

some form of dementia, but that will hardly justify us in 

denying the ps ssibillty or the reality of demoniac possession. 

Some of the most eminent Biblical scholars are disposed to 
peak with reserve upon the subject. Canon Sanday of 

rd, discussing the subject briefly in connection with 

Christ” in Hastings Lible Dictionary, 
Tt . vhat was called demoniac possession e 

en descriptic of Lit has doubtless greatly changed 

uestion whick sbably by no me 

whether, allowing for its temporary and local cl 

acter, the language then used did vot contain an important 

element of truth. The physical and moral spheres are 
perhaps more intimately connected than we suppose. And 

the unbridled wickedness rife in those days may have bad 

physical effects which were not unfitly described as the 

February 3, 1604. 

work of ‘demons The subject e which 1t is probable 

has not yet been fully explored 
In the conc luding verses of the lesson Je een as the 

healer of disease There + demor here of bew 

keenly be syn pathized with hu g and how 
ready he was to relieve it. We may t r 3 

not easy to answer concerning the persists hue 
snd suffering in the world and even among those who have 

prec u their Lord and Saviou But the divine 
athy | humanity manifested in the life dr ! 

esus helps to sweeten every bitter cup for the belie 
elieve that every good that 1 preare 

‘ 1 esponding and good in 11 
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ociate edit (BF r and Merr \ 
very pleasant and complimentary [ ther 

I Mr all of which ate d tly justified 
the 1} acter and ability of those concerned. We 
regret very much the withdrawal of Dr. Horr from the 
editorial chair, but the place to which ! 1as been called 1 
one which his talents and acquirement qualify him to fill 
with great advantage to the Institution and to all the in 
portant interests with which 1t is connected, and the edit 
up of the Watchman is committed to con petent hand 

Our friend, Mr. Parsons 

ant matter and in our opini 1 ible suggestions 
In writing of the importance and possibility of placing the 
MesseENGER AND VISITOR in many homes where it is not now 
found. Itis perhaps natural that we should magnify the 
offiee of the denominational paper, but we honestly be 
lieve that our people generally are not giving suffic ent con 
sideration to the influence of the paper in connection with 
the advancement of the interests for which we, as ( hristians 
and as laptists, stand Baptists who read their. denomin 
ational paper will be found in intelligent and sympatheti 
touch with our principles and our work. They will sup 
port out enterprises because they will know some thing 
their aims and their history. Where the paper not read 

there will be found com « it [tl 
denomination and its wor) 1 ling d 
position to contribute to its benevolent interest It wou 
be a matter of interest to kn hat proport ft 
support [ the irious branche Four denominationa 
work comes from the large n by of Baptist homes in 
which the Mz SER A \ ® 18 not taken. 'W be 
lieve that the facts in 4} onnection, if they could be se 

« and t Hated, would constitute a most Huportant 
demonstration of the value of the paper's influence pre 
moting work of the denomination 

It of course sometimes happens that a larger nunibes 

ace for i ngle e. In tha ¢ nething ha 

eld « til t xt weel 1 I lent are di 
appomted because ther mmunication lo not” appear 
when they expected We assure our espondent how 

ever, that we endeaver to do the best we can for them. and 
especially 10 find room for those articles which wou d lose 
nterest by being held over We would remind pur friends 

that as the MEssenGer Ann Visiior gots 10 press early 


