
ih MESSENGER AND VISITOR. february 3, i9ok 

# « The Story Page «# « 

The Prairie Boys’ Picnic. other boys be envious when they told them of it!> Here ladder. This he laid up against the crotch of the tree, and 
they were i with a real, live bear when the “bear” came to the bushes; howling like no an 

BY JUI N KEMPTON the little man with the black mal that ever lived, he ron for the big oak and clambered Kissay me comt 
Five bttle boys and one who would object to being the bear stopped dancing,! and the crotch s Hal resched the foot of the tree eyes and moustac 

called little, now that he was twelve years old, were walk laving h er 1's shoulders, he poked his ‘Well, voys, if you have finished that game, | think it 

ing side by side along the grassy road through Arnold's 1 winst his master's cheek time for us to go 

grove A woman's voice calling had summoned them to Can he \ tree asked Owen I'he voice of authority was heard for the first time that 

ditiner, and they came, hurrying from rent parts of Phi Ou he id. “Him happy day, but it was quickly obeyed, and soon the little 
eenmed to n a beautiful fores ¢ 1 N what seemed to them a beautiful forest spriice Dat mak’ he tink he back in de woods party—tired but noisy siill—with laughter, singing and 

Say, t ried the one who joined them ‘last, "aren't  ap.9 shouting. was retreating along the road, through the sal 
we having a great time today Tell you The Frencl led the bear to a straight, limbless emn, stately evergreens. So much engaged were they with 

I'he others res led rapidly it was har pruve that w ed for a pole, aud cried, the memories of the events of the day, that they did not ¢b 
who was talk: Ascen bea Ina ment the bear was up so far serve a great, rough, black haired animal that turned off 

od say that the kee ld t h the end of the chain, which fram the read as they approached and bounded away crash 
he bees t picn evidon feared to go. Indeed, for a few minutes it ing through the dark woods 

| \ ¢ « ¢ before I ' \ 3 y r why I the Ww \ ned lest he uld get away, I'hey had got out of the grove but a. little way when 

moee (un than d ’ hate ne y ) e n the animal's snout Turton stoj ped suddenly and clapped his hand to his fore 
ot ow, Burt : you know, | ght t th again. The Frenchman then fastened head - 
Of course Burt M wy, being twelve vear \ 2 3 ashe | fg» d tree by winding the chain about its base Boys," he said, “Fe forgotten my lunch basket and it 

thers wei y and ten, w - ppit lasp ir e link, and taking off his cap, has been my little axe in" it. - 1 wouldn't care, only for t} 
gg 4 PI he bows lection axe, but wouldn't lose that. | must go back ‘and get 

\l 1 or 1 : ? A 1 1 Why, Mr. Arn yi K lo , te 1B ve rv we haven't any Sha'n’t I go witl said the teacher 

won't often all in here on } at oi be e you take ¢ r Oh, 1 wk you,” said Burton, starting to run : “you 
Lio {1 he promise ew 1 ? I l 

lation wd f 1 Ww " IL go on, I won't be ten minu'es. I'm not afraid of rab 
1} | fath 1 1 anything | heard my fa : y d av 1 fo the \ had already disappeared in the little woods 

$ J ' \ 0. he W R \Irs. Arnok ning the other boys and 
t ze wer 1 1 1 ni ge : K X tt \ moving on towards town, “lI suppose there is nothing 

Ihe w ¢ vi M At TB f Saiki 1 shed \ A A 3 A ! ¢ ¢ laughec As Burton re-entered the woods alone, they seemed cold 

1 ' ie ¢ ! € ue or gloomer than they had been when the other boys 

ki : I ' sve tertaine had been with him. He stopped, and thought of retreat 
—_ : W When w Ht " x ee or \ v \ I i i ng; the trees, to this prairie boy, looked so dark and still 
wacneyer v e g I \ 111 kill 4 1 ¥ 

} PA i With i $ id: Y ve But this was only for a moment. Burton was far from be 

ks t : pe itl chil: $ og a coward. He started up i whistling tune, kept domn 
a H 1 ( dh an impulse to run, thrust his hands in ‘his pocke's and 

W 1 1 i | ‘ - 
: : ; ; J how, Six ve | ed a great she-bea marched straight ahead, looking up at some crows 

. ; t lore IC la rl O € tl W TOS the long t f \ 1 VET ro; t long, narrow strip o 
M 5 I Re } fed : y H He ha rained it to-do E si N I : ; ¢ succeeded cap in ad s l ky that above the tree top In five min 

a “li ks, and, when bis wile diced, he left home to travel ‘with yte5 he was back to the little knoll with the flat rock and 
: . tf t 1 1 ll | hl 1 I % i : : i y make s wy wh ie wanted very bad I big oaks, and there by the oak with the crotch, in whicl 

A . when the Ww till resting his ladder, was his lunch basket with his 
" ’ * 1 1 a " a 2 
A Ce » know why tle axe in it, and some butter, cake and jelly, all care 

y ’ i le might not 
han 4 ell had chised a bbit t 

{ I ng whet « ni bette \ rain f Ne, Ww | few nn es, they ducovered that in it was Fea : k ¥ f onder 
ing at least | : Ons E 4 J ) \ ! the wl go 

my own leet the village. Hl | gone ta tred ste hoy 
fortunate ugh to catch, and he spent 1 ) : 5 i en 

y carefull + § ling its « x Horace Hughes had ; ) WE ! ' Kt t out wr : da 1 Ri [3 oi \ Be \ I gif hed good educa 1 « 1 feel a e 1 i } found an 1 hornets nest ig as a tun pail, and,.by cut : i ” 

ting off the limb to which it was fastened, he secured i . g 
: ; ( en, wien le beeg man wit : Ee Toei : ; 

without breaking it, Jor his museum in the woodshed : t X . 
tache, he no lak me tram tra { v A hod abi A 

Owen Mills and the teacher had gone together, both being x : ] ' | 
bear breal t | t ene bud enthusiasts, and since leaving home had counted . 

A y wat d the dar 1 | ¢ : P tivaed 
twenty-seven dilicvent vanetes that they had sighted Eg [ & 

: bear ff on their journey again 1 I town, it 1 " Sasi 
Dinner was now the order of the day, and, on a large : ¥ ‘ PP 

" A be that they rc ed a little more than ever before IH \ 
flat rock, on the top of the knoll by the big trees, M a: : 

: : Wis important 1o go to we 1 and t tudy 1 | : 4 
Arnold had spread a cloth and set out a sumptuous lunch d ' 

may be, too, that their sympathies were ittle H : 
Bread and butter, ham and chicken sandwiches, more pie : b . v 

than boys, biscuits, cakes, preserves =a feast truly, that was ; | ‘ K , - 
: ambition no matter how even | b } f 

wh keeping w the great tune the boys were having v . Bo ‘ ~ 
may be; but of these t wht ' ¢ ' " te 

Ar d tolten used and overgrown with ‘grass 5 x : ¥ \ 
Instead, while M Arnold § ¢ pt & 

an ti ght ov se by the flat rock ‘and the big 2 + ' 
of the feast and putting the d the | 1 Burt Sid wet vail Tass Sia ) : tree: : ! Ka . . . 
were. discussing what e w | {a Ww . Ea Mith Arnol’, are dey any bears in “dis big woods? i ‘ nd ng o big tree w a 

asked Owen Miles” little brother, who had come to-the pic 5 w yard A the ¢ e he dropped snc 
I'd climb a tree J basket, which to: 1) “ } } 

mic largely because he refused to remain peacably at home y I e he wd carried 
5 : Aw bate ud H d } 

Hard " teacher answered smiling “Oh, no A : \ 

Seis e derisive laughter of © e big boys ceased, be- y : , hat was what saved hin I'he bear turned conipletely 

fore the baby's eyes bulged out, and he stood erect and ; y around to go back after the basket. Like a big pig, he 
sn’t strong enough t l a bea % 4 . § 

pownted toward the gras.y road with great excitement se § Te rooted the contents out of the basket with his snout. He 
| Dere is a bear, an’ dere he 108, ar n u + licked up half a pound of butter as if it had been a drop 

that litt'e tree a couple of shakes with his paw you'd of cream. He licked a glass of jelly absolutely clean be 

\ ked v e pointed, and there, sure enongh, was Foponta ly like A ripe ADS '8 j fore he passed it by for a couple of pieces of chocolate cake, 
big k ng towards them, but muzzled and Well, what would you de aid Jimmy, casily beater nicely frosted, which afforded him so much satisfaction that 

ed it vsma'l, dark-looking man. Dinner, for “I'd jost lay down, an” hold my breath he stuck his nose in the air and shut his little blsck eyes 

. Ww I'he “baby and several of the At this Burton laughed, and the other boys whooped while he reduced it to pulp and rolled it down his throat. 

si jy ta run. but the teacher told them “Well, I guess | was readin’ the other day about. a inan The greater part of all this Burton had anxiously viewed 

the bear w ¢ them, and Burton, who had been that did that, and the bear jest came along an’ snifled at from his supposedly safe retreat in the crotch of the big 

to Chicag iw the matter “with you him, and thought he was dead, an’ went off an’ left him be!’ oak, into which he had climbed in less than two seconds 

kid Scared of une bea Come on; let's have some Said Hal, resentfully throwing his ladder down behind him. 
“What would you do, Burt?" and all looked to Bur More leisurely now the bear approached the tree. Stand- 

Ih the vst i with the bear and withthe respect that a small boy has for one a little older. ing on his hind legs, he stretched up, but was unable to 
proceeded to g Wi Burton pointed to the big oak. "I'd climb that tree,” he reach the crotch where the first great branch left the main 

Uy i y i ih t, blak brute rose on said. It's too big for the bear t paws around, and tree trunk. As the huge, black head came up to within a 

his had g Ww the nea twi as 1 don't believe he could climb it. few feet of the boy, Burton observed that there was a ring 
the man But you couldn't either,” s “the crothch is nine in the snout, and to the ring was suspended a long, steel 

Dansay, bea or ten feet from the ground.” chain ending with a clasp, Then the truth, which at first 
\ ling tung tung Weli,now,” said Burton," Let's play that you're the bear he had t thought of, dawned on the boy; it, was the 

Ta 1a loo 1 ay you go down the road and come back at us, and wa'll run enchman'’s bear. With the thought a part of the fear 
And, as the keeper sang a high, funny ng ow 3 Te une was started with a. shout. While H ft the | and his wits began to ‘work 

imitated afterward in the sch vard as above, the bear, © as the bea as gone and was | g around ! Dansa he | t the bear only looked at 

with tris forepaws hanging down, began an awkward ing the boy a took 1 ttle wi ¢ t pening | ps, he owed his sharp 

dance, circling about his musical keeper, The. boys shout- which he was very proud, and trimmed up a small spru gly teeth. At that sight Burt. shrank back several feet 
ed. What fun’? This was the best of. all. Wouldn't the leaving the branches about six inche long to serve « th t { the tree I'he bear dropped to the 

: 

| 


