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Dr. Hovey versus Dr. Burton.

Diax Emron: o a in Muesst
Vistton Bro Waring. in quoting extensively from Prof. |
PsWitt Burton, spoke of hiim as aptist_scholar_and

recent Article GER AN

- - . v i
exegete of whom we as Daptis all proud As one
of the “all” thus claimed, 1 feel it duty to express emphatic

dissent § In common with many others 1 ady ite his schelar-

Iy abijury, ‘bat deplve his g tical teachings
This does not pecesandy at “all smplicate his character
As A J Goidon's Christian chiaracter and-spirt were, dur-
g his entire exrthly life; unimpedched and h tands to
dav not less hig Yet, o Hy circle - of

those_who studied wifl theological course
5

Gordon was not
regarded as  a very hogwal o acew Biblical

MHid he jrroesie inating mind his Very

Bro

itely

and thus knew | HLOSE TR

rite

excgete

valuabls hie s t hiave been even more valuable¥ His

weet Uhristeas et i s ent character were, however,
quest oned

Not a few degrlore s { Peol. Durton’s views on Bibli

cal inspiratiom and wetition, regarding them as “mis
leading and bar Lsample cage or two X Only
& few sowmen ago st Nova (Scotian stutlent on” returming
feom- Newton and 10 Bagton's <Jass, -expressed to.me sub
stamtially b distadiel of the divine inspaation of a large
pant of the Book of Foolesiast remarking that, with the

y

eximption parhaps of some introductory w ords and a few
classg sentenioes. the fear) { the Book 1s practically
useless and oftén middesihng & Our own brother, D. H

Rianaon, i PrepRning some ¢ few years ago on a

Sabibath Sctiroblesson in Hoclesic aid - - “Feclesiastes

# book tha o takes if we would profit
by it B evidently written by ope who “had proved the
vasty and Nollowness of pleasure.  The writer con

shes by pount ng out that the et of a troe Life is that
o san shoold conscrate the vigor of his yvouth o God.”
Besr Nisap i dgment of the book accords with that of
the groat poajond Bible reaiders

Agwin. De larton see mike frequent use in his
clisves of & few stk prosiges 1o prove the apparent—ind
i his gudguient o bistimcal diserepancy and errancy of
the (M Testamn | reeent class he cited. the same
PsagE OF pasiage thised which he bad called the
sttemtion of | e 1 doeen vears previously - the
vitatione Bemg by o taenr onclisive evidendes of real
s iptural com cadiet

While s 1 Pt 1 1y vell quote the compre
hawsive Tye ; sement of the Jate W& Alvah
Huvey, 1 15 1 ool vawtly wider ind higher
reptation £y o et and il thenlog nn
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e g iy frying waiibers, names
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Be allen conpioyind w ! g proper slowance
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Hhie Biksle v

e Ty Tacbary stiements respect

sithier sy 1ile &

foar ' vt deligition ol - Bikilical
fusguraioon be & 0l the Serrptural
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The Character of Jesus Christ our

Lord

Four they said

1 etuse idelivered i it Lree Ui |
¥ b Sl

This paietul expos b e s el i simply
obd Enghish for imsanids - When we 55 thit s nian ix be.
side Bosell we mwan 117y sl b Lowt il natural and
W proapees Balanee W ' it bis rfiign 1s danrdered
and desanged vl the unt AP IR s net Ry anoTe M
tor of himisel! T his il tation has many  stages and
wany degrees of wanifestanion i st seen to be

odd, & we say, and-unususl
v 1o be sooentine and unhioaged in his ways
Genadia takes possession of
bl of biw  And feom that bis distress sonetinnes deop-
s 0l absolute and bopeless mwnity tikes « omplete  pos
swmion of the réason borelt wee ko But, oo the other hand,
Sis ot uausaal with ws ot apply this punfol language to
ey the very oppoute to thaw of iosanity,  We some-
Simes ramanit the outrage of going about and saying that a
s s gone buide hidusell wheo be is far sacer and far

He

A mon.

aid pecalian i s ways

Aw mfsioation takes pos

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
wistr than we are ourselves,  We say that such and sucha
man 15 gone beside himsell because he looks at things with
And hecause he values things by

far other standards than ours. He pots things first and
. foremost in-his estimation that we put no esteem upon at
all * He spends himself, and all that he possesses, on things
When. any man's

far other eyes than ours

on which we never spent one farthing
whole judgment of things, and his whole principle of
action; when his mind and his heart and his conscience are
all at opprsite poles to our own; then, to defend ourselves,
and to oppose, and to assail, and to discredit him, we say
that he is gone beside himself, and has lost his sober senses.
When we so speak about a man, it is clear proof that either
he is beside himself, or that we are

Now, it cannot but both greatly iustruct us, and deeply
impress us, to examine reverently and with holy fear into
some of the times and some of the occasions, when our Lord
For,
again and again, both his friends and his enemies said that
so distressing thing about our Saviour. So far as we read
in the Four Gospels, the first time that this was said in as
many waords about our Lord was soon after that time when
he went up

was said by those abont him to be beside Himself.

into a mountain and continued all night in

> prayer to God. That so extraordinary act of his; and then
the extraordinary things that followed that so extraordinary
act of his, all taken together make his kinsmen and friends
decide, at last, to go out and lay hold on him. The whole
country was ablaze with his extraordinary and - unaccount-
able actions, till his kinsfolk could not sit still any longer
under the scandal and the shame of 1t all. not
the first of many times they have felt uneasy, and unhappy
and at their wits’ ends, about him
was the first time they opeuly took this distressing step.

This was

and his ways, but this

What made our Lord spend that livelong night in that way
was this.—The next day he was to take oue of the most
momentous steps of his whole earthly lfe. Tor the very

next day he was to choose his twelve disciples. A step that
both to
himself and to them, and to the whole ol this world, and to
the world to come. that,
and he felt al So transcendently 1m-

portant did he feel that intended step of his to be that the

wonld bhave the most momentous consequences,

He knew all that, he leresaw all
that w all ns fulve s,

night before he took 1t he never closed his eyes 1 so weigh

ed upon his mind that be could nou sleep, nor could he

spend the night i any other way bat in ths most anxious

thought and the most secret prayer,  And thus it was that
[lr went u‘) N & wountam al oe, and )‘.l('d\| out the name
And it

so extraordinary @t of his, takel along with those extia

of the twelve all thar night before Gud was  thiat

erdinary acts of bis that tellowed i1, which brought v a

bead the smouldering u.u‘m‘nnw A nsecuridy,

alixiety

ol lus foend at home, Uil they decided 10 lak

the  sleong
slep recorded an the text.  Now, if he so spent that cotoal
And epoch makong noght whiat it be bad ook sind sy
of you und me o0 our epoch aking niglis Whet he sees
Us taking the Dol inomentius aud sfrevocable sieps o tile
uhder no tettvr guislance thas oul owa unpulses and  pas

1ous, what can be say ol us He sees us muking chowes ol
ilh‘-xblk‘ andd of things that will decide our destiny, not only

for thias world Dut b e wor'd 1o Corne, wnd we Dever once
Ko o We

Chiowes with a nght heart, aud with «

Ul knees  About - it make  the fatel

with

most
heart  whotly

out God, s fovsds were Guite oght 1o what - they
Fathe he was beside hunsell on that midmght mountain tup,
I ho sees

how well 1t wils that he ‘pi'ul that whole night as he did

s,

OF We Ate mauy w nudaght ol our hives now
spend i, what must he think and say ol us spending  our
nights as we do spend them belore the glpat deciding day

of vur e # It any man lacks wasdow, sayy Jamies the

“brother of our Lotd, let lum ask of God. Now, il God s
wihiat e s and we are what we are, and . prayer 1 whit
1 i, then there 18 1o other word tor it—-We are all besile

ounelves
Sy we not well, said the enraged Jews of Jerusalem on
atother occasion, say we not well that thou art & Samari
tun, and hist o deval, wod art mad
unswer to our Lord when he hearts down to the
bottom, and told them, in true and terrible words, what he
read in thewr hearts,  And you will hind the sane thing re.
peated wll down the listory of heart-searching preaching to
th s day. Tl sinful men are taught of God to read their
own evil hearts ; till they begin by the grace of God to
them to know the plague of their own evil hoarts, there is
nothiug that exasperates them like the preaching that
nearches - their hearts and tries thew reins. No preacher
has ever come quarters with the wicked heart of
man, from Jesus  Christ down'to our day, without having
had bad names hucled at bum.  Fou this s the sure mark
of all tme preaching, that it always begios by being quick:
and powerlul, and sharper than avy two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 61 spirit,
and of th joints and marrow, and is a—discenter of the
thoughts and intents of the heart. What can a man sy
W reply to that but the reply of the reprobate Jews to our
Lord's heart-searching preaching—he hath & devil, and is
. mad.  Why hear ye him / But, then, there were other Jows
who said —~These arenot the words of one that hath a
devil, ;
i Buta day was fast approaching our great Substitute, or
# night and & morning :nhu. when he was to be beside

I'hat was their only
read their

t close
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himsell indeed Il his greatest ensmy had been;in Geth-
semane that night of our redemption there, he would have
been satised. He would have been right atlast in’the
most insulting things he had ever said about our Saviour.

*For your sin and mine, in all its hideousness, and all its

hatefulness, and i's hell-deservingness, was that night laid
upon the Lamb of God, till the Holy Ghost himself cannot
find awful enough words to! describe Gethsemane and its
agony. All that awful night, and all jnext morning, our
Redeemer weat through such experiences of sio, and
through such experiences of the wages of sin ; he who knew
n0 sin was so made sin that awful night that the chief of
sinners has ever since had in Christ a great High Priest.
The most sin-laden man among us is now able to fall down
before his Redeemer with such strong cries and teprs as
these :—*By thy bloody sweat in the garden ; by thy.sinless
soul in its agony ; by thy head crowned  with -thorns ; by
thine eyes blinded with tears ; by thine_ears full of the in-
sults of thine enemies ; by thy face defiled with the spitting
of men'and devils ; by thy neck bowed to the earth under
the burden of the cross ; by thy pierced hands and feet ; by
thine heart stabbed with the spear ; by thy body broken ,
and thy blood poured out ; by all thy known and unknown
sufferings, O Lamb of God, forgive us all our iniquity, and
subdue in us all our sin. For the sake of thine atoning
death, grant us thy salvation, O Lamb of God, and make
us partakers of thy holiness.”

Very few of you are able to bear such things, and I will
not lead you into any more temptatlon of the kind tonight.
But all the deeper students of divine things, know the awful
sermon entitled, “T'e Mental Sufferings of our Lord in His
Passion,” and they will go home and will read it again.
And they will be beside themselves for some watches of the
night after again reading it, and laying it to heart. Now,
it so happens ; it has been so ordered, that just as.I am put-
ting these words on_paper, a letter comes into my hands
signed by the mother ol a family. An able, well-read, well
written, scholarly-minded woman; a woman destined yet to
It is a letter such that it takes even
For, in the terrible words of
the text, the writer She is in her Geth-
semane. Her her
And yet you inay sit beside her at dinner some of these
evenings and never once guess that your affable companion
She is such a lady-like, such a pol-
ished, such a winning, and every way delightful woman to

be a mother in Israel.
me all my might to read it.
is beside herself.

ink-horn is filled “with heart’s blood

is my correspondent
meet.  Beside hersell with her sin, she is like Paul; for if
shie iy beside hersell, it is %0 God und to her minister. alove
What could | say in answer to her but the simple truth :-
comfort me. | am as
The first thing
every morning, and the last thing every night with me is
Just a1 am and waiting
Aud | had no sooner answer

My doar lady,” | suid, “you could

you are, wnd you are as | am. - De like me
this L) Lamb of God 1 come
oot, O Lamb of God, | come
ed her letter than | chanced upon this in an old book that
always lies at my elbow.” “How now good fellow, whither
“A burdened manner in
deed, as ever | think poor creature had.” “Hast thou a wife
“es but 1 am so laden with this burden,
that | cannot take that pleasure in thein as formerly; me
thinks, | am as if | had none.”  “How camest thou b/ thy
burden at first ¢ Dy reading this book in my hand.” "1
thoughtso | and it has happened to thee as to other weak
men, who meddling with things too high for them, do
suddenly fall into thy distractions; which distractions do
not only unman men, but they run them upan desperate
ventures, to obtain they know what mot.” *“I know what
I would obtain | it is ease for my heavy burden;” and so
on in a book that Spurgeon read a hundred times and
which | have read mysell almost as often, 3
And, hayiog been led up to mention Spurgeon's honored

name, [ am old enough to remember the ribaldry with
which his name and his work were treated even by the
best of the London newspapers, when he first Legan to
turn London upside down. But it was enough for the
servant to be treated like his Master and the servaut as his
Lerd. The geniis and the spiritual , sensibility of
Spurgeon’s rare mind were such ; and the holy law .of God
and the free grace of God had so entered that young man's
heart, that he preached both the law and the Gospel like a
man gone beside himself. Till it was not to be wondered
at that he was treated in the scandalous way he was
treated. O that all our pulpits in town and country were
filled with such demented men! O that Richard Baxter's
dying man to dying men were to be seen and heard in all
our pulpits | 1

| 0| this man's brow like to a title leaf,

Foretells the nature of a tragic volume !

He trembles and the whiteness in his cheek

Is apter than his tongue to tell his errand |

Even such a man
Drew Priam's curtain at the dead of night."
-~=British Weekly.

away in this burdened manner

snd chi'dren

Sin and SicKness.

The emphases which is now, \in certain quarters, laid
upon sick in with the ptive work of
Josus Christ, bas no warrant whatever in the New Testa-
ment. Christ did indeed “bear the burden of our diseases"
and “assumed our weaknemses," _ nd “sympath us




