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The Inspiration of the Bible.

» AUNDERS, 1
4
Thie claims made by Christs so-amply sustained by his
holy lifé and “abounding il miracles crowned by
his fesurrection, the _strangely differept life he led after he
came from the dead, and his ascension to Heaven in the

sight of his discipl s and attested by the angels, were re

stated and confirmed by postles and followers immed.-
utely after the: departur { the Lord. . He told them
that it was neces for | o die I on third day
to rise from th ! 1 ipisn th should come the
pro ‘ t I however, connanded
to tarry in Jerusale re endued with power
from oo lugh hroughe the Holy Ghost he ‘gave com
mandments 1o his a wh by_ muany infallible
proofs b wod - hinse ter  his o deatl The
prow e Holg Ghost, | sed his folldwers, came
with " sty and glor t the dav ,of Pentecost The
L rishing mighty wind, the tongues of fire and
th Yebeir gift i T fre han 1
{4 W f ‘ ficate that
Jesurs 14 hittise inity and divinity
ax 4 v it taugl ¥ ¥ t nd re
mssion firow vorld .l It
wire indead 1 ! Ghost and with fire
The i v inderstood by
the people 3 thia, $lam, Media, Mesof
Lar ! \ g oA Pheygia, Pam
phytia T nd, Rome and Jews from
fleres tsof 1 1 { other nations who
|,.gx.u.‘ n « aul people from Crete and
from Acabia
At thit paint ¢ hrist stunds between the Old and the New
u prg th i his pierced  hands; saying
v furine these are they which testify of me
Sty f the latter. How these’ men im-
Spurit of their risen and -ascended Master, went
g and-founding churches 1s made known
beloved plyysician, in the Acts of the Apostles
The men and women of the Ok} Testament received their
messages {rom Heaven.  The Lord spoke to-them, His
voice sounded 10 their ears, and of the reality and genuine

ness of the communications they received they had no
doubt.  Whatever the modes may have been, in -their con-
sciousness it was God who- spoke 1o tnem. Of this, to
t, no uncertainty.  Nor" were the

them, there was n
people Jeft 10 accept the unsupported beliefs of those who
d he Holy $pirit  Doubt ot unbe-

professed to be moved by

hef could not exist in tl sence of miracles and signs by

which the messages of their prophets were confirmed

I

As has been stated, fesus adopted similiar means to con-
vince all classes of the people in regard to” himself and his

work. - The diseased and maniacs healed by him were reck-

oned by gnultitud: I'he extraordivary works performed
by himsell, he predicted woul followed by esen greater
works, when his followers had  been baptized by the Holy
Ghost. . And 50 1t wa I'be gi gues, the  general
sviction and conversion among the people; the baptism
of thousands, the breaking down of n itional and racial
prejudice prejudices, adamantine -thick.d: ep and high
fulfitled the predictions of Christ when the new dispensat
wn W introdaces Penecost A yad been  with the
prophets of old and with Christ: s how. the same “agencies
are egnployed t f e oppositian and complete the un
dertaking of g gal 1 cient revelation to the
wordd 50 both Jews and Centlies, ~ On.taking the babe
in his arms i the temple. the  impulse of Suneon’s  beart
Bashed Tight on the worldw ide mssion to the infant Jesu
A light he was to Lights the Geatiles, and the glory
of the Iscael At Penteiost Jesus Christ and Simeon
were seen to | phets. Snother flash of emmotional
prophecy ' ca f i [ Elizabeth on.meeting
heer R \ wl wndldeliverance  from their
trad-t) I ngot from their darkness and
St st it 0t wl preaching Christ - and hin
arucihed. . Pelieve Huphed and gathered into
WS it . tid s work made phen
nénal progres alte f hietalds had been reinfor
opd by the ey t w who was by special mean
converted neat the gaté of Damascus. He could
say that be " td, which had not.come
to hims by i i i thods ol thought, al
though cag e { ' gospel  received
from heasen al and conwinest g vision
At Jerusalem, the Ani Ephe Collisge, -Philippi
Thesadonica, Rome and 1y other pla these new
b otherhoods spraug up sud wormen wl o the 1
time in the world le od understood i the high and
low sense the terms, not by emploved in diavoitha
fatherho sl of God and the brotherhood of man - the father

hood of  God they ki
Chirist, and all his brethiten who aré brothers’ in the
highest seuse—the brotherhocd f man, as God is the
father of rebellious children. According to the records of
historians, both Christian and heathen, Christianity was
founded about A. D. 30. By the end of the century all the
books of the New Testament had been written and circulat-

ww as the father of the Lotd Jesus
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td among the churches. This date assumes that the birth
of Christ was four years earlier than A. D, one

As early as the end of the first century the religion of
Christ had spread over the Roman empire. It is recognized
in the weitings of Pliny in his reports to the FEmperor
Tacitus, Suetonious refer to the crucifixion. Enseleius as
serts that Christ suffered death under Pontius Pilate who
was a procurator of Judaa from A. D. 26 to A. D. 36, All

the Christian writers who refer to the death of Christ, te
tify that he died about this time. Those of the first, se
ond, third and fourth centuries agree that = the books of
the New Testament were written before the end of the first
century,  The writer titn to have been either eye witnes

es of the ministry ol Je r to have known those who
were I'he second a third epistles of John may be take

as stlent on this p i the books of the New Testament
are many s relerence 1 per ' " event I the
first hundred ars of £ tian e Ihe early Chr

tian writers atliem th nearly tlie entire New  Testament
was written s their associates. Their refer
ences to the four thirteen epistl fPa the- Acts
of the Apostle I one .« tle of Peter and  one of John
are upnnstakable With some qual to ome of these
wiiters. ref to 1l vinder of the books of the New
New Testament.  The same claim of sauthorship 1s made

either directly or indirectly: by many of the New Testa

ment scriptures, themselves i wark, character

ind mussion of Christ, exbibited yur - gospels, have
similiar and harmonic treatment in all other parts of the
New Covenant.  All unite in sustaining the claims of the

New Testament to infallibility. “What | have seen with

the Father, that | speak o one knoweth the son but

the Fatlier,” *, and my Fatherar: ore’

Christ promised to give the Holy Spirit to his apostles
“I will ask the Father and he will give you another Helper;
he will bring all things to your remembrance.” “He will
tell you things to come;” “He will guide you into all truth.”

Early writers state that Mark received his information
from Peter” They also admit that all the New Testament,
except Mark and Luke, the Acts; the spisties of James and
Jude, the second of Peter and the epistles of the Hebrews
were written by the apostles. The contents of the other
books make 1t evident that these also were inspired.
The instance found in the first and second Corinthians,
Romans and Galations, where Paul seems to disclaim in-
spiration are capable of interpretations which do not make
such vxceptions necessary. He is conscious of writing un
der the guidance of the Holy Spirit; but in two cases of
matters not taught by Christ. His language is permissive
and not a command  Other books than tiose of th
Testament were produced in the tirst

1 late. cen

some of which were used in the cl

racy of the ‘inspi-ed books, thei riginality and consist
ency with the early Scriptures, the divine

the writers ¢laimed, raf e them high al

writings
This may be tested by the readers of the M ENGER X
Visitor. Clement of Rome, the pastor of the church in

that city. died about the vear A. D He  wrote a

epistle to the church of Corinth intendin nstruct that
church in some serious trouble then distracting the church

This epistle was by some regarded as inspired: but by

the test of time it was finally rejected. It al ils - with
wholesome trith, but mostly drawn 1 other inspired
books of the Bible. Clement quotes | i hooks of th
New Testament and fifteen of the Otd I 1otations i
some cases are long—fur instance ven e verses: of ' thic
fifty-first Psalm, He does not cla I Indeed
he writes just as the pastor of \ Write
to the pastor of another
Here 15 a quotation
I'he apostles have. preached e Lord )

Christ, Jesua Christ rom God,  ( herefore. was sent
by God: the apostles by Christ orderly an

wccocding 10 the will of God. . For 't ng ¢

ed the
command, and being thorouglily  as it thie re
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ, and nvince] hy

of God with the fulness of the Ha Spint, ‘they w
abroad, publishing that the Kingdom of God at ind
And thus preaching through countries and citi thet an
pointed the first fruits of their conversions to be b hoj
and ministers ove: such as should afterwards believe \

ing first proved them by the Spirit. - Nor was this anv new

thing, seeing that long before it was written concern ng

bishops and deacons. For thus saith the S« ripture in a
certain place: | will appoint their vverseers in righteous
ness, and their ministers in faith And what wonder if
they to. whom such a work was committed by G d in
Christ, established such officers as we before mentioned
“when even that blessed and faithful servantin all his house.
Moses, set down in the Holy Scriptures all things that were
commanded him

This is elevated and sound truth; but let me now quote
from another part ofthis epistle, and matter of another
character will be found. He was referring to the . resurrec-
tion, and had compared it to the dead day and the rising
morn; to the seed sown and raised again in the new fruit.
Then he writes as follows : =
" “Let us consider that wonderful type of the resurrection
which is seen in the Eastern countries—that is to say
Arabia. These is a certain bird called the Phoenix; of this
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there is never but one at a time, and that lives five hun
dred years. Ard when the time of its dissolution draws
near, that it must die, it makes itself a nest of frankincense
and myrrh and other spices, into wh when its time 1s
fulfilled, it enters and dies. But its flesh putrifying breeds
a certain worm, which, with the e of the dead bird,
brings forth feathers; and when it is grown to a perfect
tate, it takes up the nest in which the bones of the parent
bird lie, and carries it from Arabia into Egyptto a city
called Heliopolis, and flying in open day in the sight of all
men, lays it upon the altar of the sun and returns from
whence it came. The priests then search into the records
of time, and find that it_returned precisely at the end of
five hundred years, And shall we then think it to be any
ery great and strange thing for the Lord of all to raise up
those that religiously serve him in the assurance of a good
faith, when even by a bird he shows us the greatness of his
power to fulfill his promises

No infelligent church would take a long time after read
ing this bird fable, given seriously as a remarkable fact in
bird-biology, to come to a decision that the writer, good
nd true though he doubtless was, lacked the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit; and that his production must be relegat
ed to the un'nspired cliss of religious literature. Such
fables as this cannot suryive in a scientific age. The
thrusts of Darwin and Spencer would be their death. In-
deed the spiritual insight of believers ruled this letter out
of the New Testament canon

Clement in the belief of the Baptists, was perhaps the
third pastor of the Baptist church at Rome. They however
can gonsistently account for this instance of his credulity
in biology; but what can our Roman Catholic friends do
with Clement, whom they regard as the fourth pope of
Rome, reckoning Peter, Linus and Anacletus as his im-

mediate predecessois ? b on the hands

There 1sa heavy jo
of those who would prove his infallibility
There are about twenty five apocryphal New Testament
books which are now in existence. That from which the
above quotations have been taken, is' among the- best of
them. In them there is much religious truth; but about
all of it can be traced to the inspired bsoks. Much how-
ever of these wrilings are trivial and some of them silly
Between this epistle of Clemert to the Corinthians, and
Paul’s epistle to the same church, there is a wide chasm.
The difference’ between the writings of the two .uthors is
essential, like that between the monkey tribe and the hu
man’ family, Were the canonical books and the apocry
phal writings submitted to any intelligent Baptist church,
there would be no difficulty in separating the one from the
otheér. Reasons for doing so would be appa:ent
. .

The Blessing Before ihe Meal.

BY HENRY CROCKER

A little gem of a picture is preserved to us in the worids
And looking up to heaven he blessed.” Place if in it
1ginal setting : sunset hues on clouds and lakes and hills

2 broiad expanse of grass land, b 1 geeen; an
mense company of people, thousand vomen
and children, brightly clad,’ and arranged 1 of
flowers in orderly companies, all seated upon the grass, a
tired and’ hungry multitude, but now i expectant
and all gazing intently taward a groug liseip the
midst of which is Jesus. Thete iy hush of
es as Jesus takes a position it »f them all
nd taking the five loaves and ¢ [ts hs eyes
to heaven and blesses, and then ks the loaves and the
wid gives to the discy to dastorbute  to the multi-
Describing the events of the next day, John says, “Never
theless there came other boats from Tiberias nigh unto the

place where they did eat bread, after the Lord hadgiven
thanks The marvel of the miracle did not efface the
mementary blessing that preceded it

In the second miracle of feeding a multitude this scene
was repeated. A the Paschal supper he gave thanks, and

n he instituted his memorial ordinance, before he brake

wh

the bread, and again before he passed the wine he
blessed

After the walk to Emmaus with the two troubled dis
iples we find the risen Christ seated before their humble
evening repast; and before they partake, this unrec ognized
friend blesses and then brakes the bread and gives to them,
and just then their eyes are opened and they know him

Evidently the reverential blessing before a meal was an
habitual act with Christ. Wherever he might be, in what-
ever company, before however scanty or sumptuous a meal,
with heavenward glance and true devotion returned thanks
to the gracious Father.

The blessing before the mealis a consta it reminder of th
unceasing and-personal providence of God. How near it
brings us to the Heavenly Fathier, who feeds the ravens,
and clothes the lillies, and notes the sparrow's fall, and
hears the prayers of his children. He taught us.to
pray, “Give us this day our daily bread.” | very meal is a
gift. The blessing is our acknowledgement of this direct
and fatherly supply.

The blessing is a tender reminder of our utter dependence
upon God. God's supplies are so abundant, his interposit-
ions so hidden, our part in securing supplies so conspicuous
that we may easily forget our dependence. But the tablg
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