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’ we 
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n 256 w e 

re 1 1 giv felt era 

: \ wg itself strongly felt an the life of our 

g g Ww n lay which were 

of our fatlier Ihre are. so many 

th of business and amusement ty think 

b 5 part in, ff we will, that 11s very easy to 

glect t ts of the spiritual hfe. The change 

ng even in the quiet-country village 

towns and cities where a much larger 

formerly of our people are now to be found 

ively is ‘the place which the church 

es of religion fill in the lives of our peaple to 

av than the [id fifty or even twenty-Ave years ago our 

older readers v clearly understand. The spirit of ‘un 

belief and of wickedness manifested itself then perhaps 

quite as st vas it does today. But the Christi 

that day was under less temptation to become occupied too 

much with things that are worldly without being dis'inct 

ly wicked Then the Bible - the religious newspaper and 

the church services occupied a much larger place in: the 

thought and hfe of thd individual Crristian and the family 

than they ¢ today. Now there is the daily paper and 

man ol period E the: ubiquitous = magazine, 

the curr wd o literature, good bad and in- 

different ng attention; and it is so easy for the 

Christian to f 10 neglect of his religious duties, to find 
the ne f t the novel more entertaining than his 

B ble. t : in his religinus paper and so also 
in the § . 1 the work for which it stands. And so 
it com 4 with many nominal Christians that the 

place of v e ti } attractive 

thas t L 1 lus zea f; mstianidy 1S 

measure * on Sunday in fine weather 

upon the es of 1 rch and re or less liberal 
contribut the Hs hnances 

the | nflue noted above, there 

has been. a tual 1 fe and power in our church 

the cor testi of word and life 

chargell with vit {burning love, is largely absent, 
that the line of cleaveage between the cf and the un 
believing w g u almost inperceptible, so that it 

1 listle won the worldling estions why he should 

& chang wart hive i as hea 

! Aid as one thinks i present conditions 

} . nost ready 1 despaic of | seemg a 

such power that the church shall hod deliverance 

of - worldliness, and receive power to 

for the truth. But the fact that 

frou th 

bear effective  witne 

there are many who are not “atease in Zion” minis- 

ters hope of & coming day of the Lord Even those 

who seen so dominated aid controlled -by the worldly 
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spirit are not so much at ease as they seem. It is not pos- 

Sible that mep and women who ‘have experienced the re 
1 their hearts to satis generation of the vine 

action with’ anvthing or ever t materialism} 

to give Ihe t of this wor trong, but there is a 

Spirit ! nger 1 Christia pe of victor 

liimsell for the t 1 wer tA 

n ghty : there! ec hal not 1 
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REJECTED AT NAZARETH. 
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Ba firs Ae ; : : 

h the rd given tol ¢ It Y 

Bost [ deh ¢ 1 libert phe 

P armed an a t ( of I 

1a engeance fix \ \ ) 

and. Israel should see ar . hte } 

heart 1 bl nid ind \ 

deemer, the Mighty Or of Jacob ous vision 

ment in the restoration of Israel wlonian exile, 

but its ade 

Christ Now the time had come for the reading c 

e fulhlment mu ut the coming of the 

prophecy in-a fuller light and for the r 

larger hope. Material conceptions must 

spiritual he truth must be proclaimed I I 
that the bondage from which men need del 

f. forged by human or bondage of the spirit, that no chains 

satanic power can really hind ti in wher 

has made free, that de n 

greater than an esc 
Babylon to a nporal n Jerusalem, that the 

of the lord are those wl whatever their 

outward condition may be, have 1 red from the 

bondage of Satan into the r f children 

f a. t I ah IN ¢ on 

Ge le 1 0 (& t that wa f 

for proclaiming ag | ¢ the | t and 

distinctions, bat flow freely fron Infinite Fountair 

how the § el w h J pre ¢ eceived by that 

Jewish congrégat n Al wogue of The 

as they | nderingly they. cannot but feel that these 

are assenmting to the wor poker Then:comes the spirit 

of doubt and « hing. Wi he that thus teaches with 

authority as if he were a prophet of the Lord? ~ Is it not 
Josepl s son, the carpents And here they stun 

Then tells them” that it is their own doubting, 

gifts pirit in: Israel of old 

which pr 1 the peoy A t the prophets 

could ‘have given them, the elief breaks forth into .a 

fierce wratlt which would have destroved the man who had 

spoken unto them such words ef grace and truth as never 

fell on human ears from any other source. How true and 

how pathetic a picture it is in miniature of the attitude of 

the unbelieving world toward the Christ and his gospel! 

annary 20, 1904. 

Editorial Notes. 

cording to a statement contained in a late London 

dispatch, it has been dis rred that the waters of the 
famous hot springs of Bath contain radium in appreciable 
yuantit quantit some physicians 

may account for the cures which vin instances have 

followed the use of the water 

#id t ew years ago a sun 

\ I p crously t vi 
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: f of the 1 

1 mn respect t 

dent us score and leaving him 
fon PRON | y lie work so well begun in 

Sr \[.wement 

The tion as to with whom the power of urdination 
[ asid vil 10t long since by a correspond 
¢ As the question is one of soine interest, 
we ote an edit expression of opinion on the subjectt 
from a recend issue of rnal and Messenger of Cincin- 
nati, a papzr which is generally regarded as one of the 
most strict orthodox urnals in America 

nal and A nirey “We cannot assent fully 

to the declaration ‘a rding to our ecclesiastical 

vested in the loca! church y the power of ordinat 

> do not deny that a k 1y elec m among ) t from among 

but that some of the early 

charche 1 elect if the election is that is 

meant ‘by ‘ordination’ then the local ¢harch may have 
ordained ; that is .s0 far as we know. But we have no 
example of ch ordination, nor have we any precept 

vesting the power of ordi as it is usually understood, 
in the local et l So far New Testament throws 

n the the power of ordination is in the 

f the eldershiy \ church may have no eldership 
and in such case it has n laining hands It is useless to 

tel it can borrow ¢ hands. That is a fiction 

here h nsfer of thority k to the New 

lestament If anyone thin wat he can a case in 

which a churel cl lained an elder, we shall be 
lid it hie which it is hekl to be 
taugl 

It is very evident that if all 1 churches retained a 

nembers all w baptized upon a profession of 
th the nu hurches would be 

ca th | 1 1 immeasur 

er a y Chicago, a 

Pr \ ' 1 making an exami 

mpar af st ticald howing the number of new 

I : v 1 5 5 th those indicating the 

wtaal na 

I'h y Ate « it 

endeavors now is the re embers when once re 

ceived. Our additions upon profession of faith amount to 

about 65,000 yearly, and increase over deaths and 

depletions to a little more than one-third of that number 

Our Southern brethren add over 10,000 a year upon pro-. 
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