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CHINA™ 

News coming from different sources.in reference to con- 

ditions iv China goes to show that great changes are in 

* ‘progress throughout the Provinces of that vast Empire, 

* “The sleep of centuries is being broken, and the country in 

which all things seemed to continue as they were is feeling 

the inflyeoce of the modern time spirit. China's response 

to that spirit, if #s yet feeble and half conscious, is no 

doubt real, and prophetic of a future full of siguifi-ance for 

the East and perhaps also for the West. Some important 

documents bearing on the awakening ‘of China and the 

preponderating influence of the Japanese in the social and 

political changes through which their big neighbor is pass- 

ing have beep priblished in Shanghai by the Society for the 

Diffusion of Christian and General Koowledge among the 

Chinese. From this source it is learned that while an in~" 

creasing number of Chinese students go to Europe and 
America, yet, owing to the nearness of Japan and the fact .’ 

that the same written language is used there as in Chinas 

students seeking education abroad find it much easier to go 

to Japan 

About a hundred students from ‘each of the eighteen 
Provinces have been sent yearly over to Japan to learn how 

the Japanese have prospered so rapidigg After a few months’ 
of yeas Fesidence there, they return and wr'te for the Chin 

ese papers and publish new books on’ every conceivable 

subjec’. As they have bad no time to learn tha whole truth 

they publish the half truths which are so proverbially dan- 

gerous In a translation of John Stuart Mill's “Essay on 
“Lberty™ is an ambiguous passage which may be read to 

jmply that the leader of the party which condemned Jesus 

Christ was Paul, and that the Sepoy rebellion was caused 
by the British Government insisting that in the public 

supported by public funds, the reading of Christian 
books should be a sine qua non. ~ The result is an immense 

smount of new ideas, good, bad and indifferent—some 

giving excellent advice, o*hers inciting to rebellion, while 

others are only commonplsce. A general imp feems 

schools, 

The new Japanio- Chinese | be 
stad and financed by Government officers and gen- 
try of both countries, - The Shantung In i University, 
just completed, is remarkably well built snd organized for 
teaching 6oc studeats,and has Fuglish, American and Ger- 

man, as well as ic professors. 

“IN THE MIDST OF THE YEARS” 
That was a significant time pate which the prophet 

Habakkuk struck when he prayed, “O Lord, revive thy 
work in the midst of the years; in the midst of the years 
mike it known.” He was thinking of Israel as midway in 
her career. She was far from that golden age of miracle 
which brought her forth upon the highway of the world’s 
history She seemed equally fac from the consummation of 
her national hopes and ideals. She had fallen upon flat, small 
stale, inconepicuous years. The times were undistinguish- 

ed by such manifest workiags of God as the former days 
had witnessed. ‘They were uusyiritual years, filled with 
material projects and inarticulate ‘turmoil. Hence the 
prophat’s frayet od a revival of God's work: “in the midst 
of the years.” 

That nofe of crjesty befits the times in which we live. 
We, 100, are “in the midst of the years" It is nineteen 

centuries since the Christian Church ‘was launched, The 

glories of the early days of Christianity have somewhat 

passed fiom our sky. ' We are unstirred by expectation of 

great crisis in the near future. We have struck the flat 
years. The age is materialistic. The thought of mankind 
is absorbed in worldly schemes. 
aims run level with the ground. We are carving mew 

‘provinces out of our western territories; we are projecting 

" 4 second transcontinental railway; we are openmng our 

doors to the unhomed. millions of the world, inviting them 
to locate on our lands. ~ These, indeed, are great schemes 
as regards national development But what of our national 
life 1m its spirit and fore and. femper ? What’ shall it 

profit a nation if it gain tlie whole world and lose its soul? 

If, on this long, level stretch of our history we forget God, 

the civilization we are rearing will carry with it the ele- 
ments of decay. ‘The twin forces of patriotism and relig- 

ion unite to inspire the prayer, “0 Lord, revive thy work 

in the midst of the years.” ; ; z 
. » * . - * 

Bit the time note of Habakkuk’s prayer has a nearer and 

more personal application. The years of our middle. life 

are subjected fo peculiar spiritual peril. Because they are 
the strenunus years they are frequently unspiritual Years, 

Mer and women “in tbe midst of the years” are abs 
in work, the building of a home, the provision of a com-* 

to be gaining ground that Japanese civilization is better for 

China than that of Christendom. In Shanghai fifty differ- 

ent bookshops, which bave agencies all over the Empire, 

are devoted to the sale of these books. 

The influence of this Japanese culture probably does 

nothing to allay te anti-foreign feeling among the Chin- 

ese though it has had the effect of rendering anti-foreign 

propagandas less calumnious and more intelligent. This 

fs shown in a manifesto put forth recently against foreigners 
in the Province of Heinsn, and in other ways. 

“The Chinese press has produced cartoons picturing for- 

eign nations like wild beas/s about to eat up or capture 
China, lathe north is the Russian bear; in the centre is 
the Eoglish bulldog; m the southeast is the American 

eagle, while in the south there is the French frog. ‘Round 

Formosa is a lasso thrown oul by Japan, and around Shan- 

tung is a link representing a German sausage. Foreign* 

railways, mining and other syndicates are ‘like spiders 
webs,” devised first to entangle, so 2s finally to ‘absorb 

China. To avert this calamity the Chinese planned and 
carried out‘the great Boxer movement, and now they won- 

det if they cannot succeed far better by the aid of a powers 
* ful ally.” 

There is little cause for surprise if a more intelligent out- 
look oes nat deliver the Chinese from suspicion and jeal- 

oury of the aggressive Western powers, or if the spirit of 
the new Orient now coming to consciousness should express 

itself in such sentences as these from a Jeparese ‘writer in 
The Takungpao, Tien Tsim: 
“The Teu'onic, Latin and Slav races have become arro- 

gant and contemptuous towards. other people, and have a 
ssttjed policy of aggression, attacking the colored races, 

iplingon and slaughterivg them wholesale. In short, 

this Facial imperialism is of iy another name for what is 
most brutal and wicked, and. therefore, bateful to all good 
omen. Those who would inaugurate the Golden Age, with 

; li 

t the making of a reputation, the achievement of an 
ambition. Ttis ouiy to forget God “in the midst of the 

years." Youth bas its idealism, its fond hopes and. brauti- 
ful dreanis, Heaven lies about us in the morning of our 
life, and age is mellow and tender, reminiscent and reflect- 
ive. The heavens bend low again and touch us with their 
charm. We tis up, as it were, the two ends of our: life. 
looping then: by prayer and hope fo heaven. “The sag 
comes int the middle. The years of creative activity look 

In Cavada our national, 

Na wiorh gh tha Basal Commission’ LR in- 
cop ont npn beg dispute recommends that 

om of the churches, manses and money band- 
pal gy phy the recommen- 

dation, i accepted by the Government, will mean the 
restoration of a large part of {the property of the Ubited 
Church, Legislation will ben to give effect to thie 

recommendation, and it is said. that Tittle, it any, Sapgi: 
tion to it is expected. 

ih hl mating of a Taio: Licenses Comiiiodais 

last Wednesday, someone speaking in the liquor interest 
aod in reference to a protest against licensing liquor saloons 
in the vicinity of churches, is reported as saying that a cer- 
tain “Mrs; Corkery. a Romax Catholic, would produce nine- 
tenths of the people who attended the church opposite, in 
favor of her application.” tis a pity that this should be 
true for the church's sake and for Mrs. Corkery’s. We re- 
cently published some excellent instruction: in reference 10 
tempersnce from a Roman Catholic Bishop of this Province 
It would appeas, however, that there is a sad lack of atten- 

wining: Sp gli: praia with the Roman wood 
olic Church: : 

L-A good deal of interest is being taken in emperace 
mattersin St. John in conaection with the 1 

tests against certain applicants also against granting 

licenses to saloons in the vicinity of churches. Ata mest: 
ing of the License Commissioners on Wednesday last several 
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too much earthward, Every pastor knows that the force of faicly 

life “in the midst of the years” is mainly diverted ‘from re- 
ligious work. The spirital glow is in the young and in the 
old. If we could have a revival that would call “into” the 
spiritual activities of the church our members in middle 
life, a power would be brought to bear that would lift our 
whole church life up to splendid victoriousvess. There are 

excellent reasons why the Church should concentrate much 

of her solicitude upow the young. There are equally ex. 
cellent reasons why she should tenderly ministér to * those 

who are growing old. But there are urgent reasons also 
why much prayer and thought and effort should be directed 
toward tosh who stand #ia tie tmidit of the. ome 

* 

the Fairville ehorol, has had an attack of pneumonia. As 
is his. wont, he had been working hard and Was._some- 

what rednced in health when the illness seized him. For be 
ol condition was such as to Senn his 

in the way of any move which is necessary in the 

.—~Rey. A, T. a estesmed pastor of 

alth, but many will be sorry to hear that 
3 prospect of his leaving Fairville where 

resulted in large blessings t to § 

may be permitted to say here thal 
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