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CONCERNING REVIVALS, 
The fundamental idea of revival is the quickening and 

increase of life. A revival is nbt a resurrection. but a 

* resuscitation’ not a recall of the dead from the grave, but a 

festoration of the feeble to fulness of health and strength. 

the orchards. During the wint'r months life in the orchard 

is dull aud stagoant. Stripped of thelx foliage the trees 

stand bare and gaunt. There is something spectral about 

them as they creak in the wind or rattle theif icy fringes in 

the blast. But when the springtime comes with its magic 

touch, the sunkissed buds are stirred and begin fo draw f
or 

sap. Vessel after vessel all the way cown to the root ex- 

cites bis neighbor, until, touched and thrilled, the genero
us 

bosom of mother earth ‘Wields up its sap, which, rising 

through the tree, becomes im it a vital force “to clothe it 

with verdure, steep it in fragrance, deek it, with bl 

optimism 
ters there is a dismal, pessimistic feeling 

that better davs ade coming, while i 1 other quar- 

prospects, Because of this situation we find men on every. 
hand si ly to di the cause of the preset 
difficulty. The most lamentable featute of the situation is 
that all or nearly all, seem sages to shift thy. 
on other shoulders. Peshaps the moat hurtful tendency is 
the very, popular ove of Attributing the present situation of 
the chutch to those who' are not church members and who 
maka no pretence of actively serving its interests. 
The facts are familiar to every person.  if-w church isnot. . 

sucoseding in the work it elevts to do, if people are passing 
its door and refusing to conteibute to its expenses, if its 
"services are dead arid lifeless and its oyganisation dwindling, 
whom do the members of that church blame? - Themselves? 
Very rarely! The responsibility is usually placed ‘upon 
those who persist in passing by.and who will not come in. 
We may very woll ask the reason for the shifting of 
responsibility. a ; Sar 
When Jesus called his diciples he did not call. them to a 

position of authority from which they could ‘dispense. the 
“The revival does for religion what the springtime does. for go iii oes of religion, but he summoned them to a: life of 

service in which they were to become “fishers of men.” 
He: did ‘not say that because be was the Messiah ‘men 
ought to seek him, but he felt that becauss be knew the - 
power of God in his life he was responsible; for. imparting 
that to men who were being lost without it, . But becatise 
he sought; men and brought to them ‘that which was ‘the : 
power of God to salvation they began to seek him ‘and to 
acknowledge in him. an authority. unique in its character. 
As was his experience 50 has been that of his disciples. 
Over and over again when men in the spirit of Jesus have 

and loadit with precicus fruit. A revival of religion mean
s 

the emergenve of the soul from ‘spiritual sluggishoess, and 

 barrénness into the bloom and beauty and. fruitfgloess ‘of 
‘abounding spiritual vitality. 

The revival is primarily a Tife-movement in the church, 

Its presence is marked by a more acute and vivid ¢onscicus- 

“ness of God, a deeper peace, a holier joy, a more passionate 

fave for Christ and a mighticr yearsiog for the salvation of 

she lost. These conditions wuld constitute a revival even 

though no conversions accompanied them. Sinvers may be 

converted in a com vuoyy where the church is languid, 

weak and cold. Gd fulfils himself in many ways. An 

 jnsepsibie church canvot altogether back his, paths of 

power. His Word is quick and his Spirit mighty when we are 

dill aod pulseless. Yet it ig true of course, that the larger 

displays of saving grace ate always conincident with the 

fevized spirituality of God's people. Kindle the smoulder- 

ing émbers of the church's life into vivid glow and the fire 

spreads. The darting flaine, seizing upon the inflammable 

material that is always at hand, enwraps the community in 

its holy blaze . 

. The genuine revival is a work of God It isa vital pro- 

cess and a)! vital processes are divipe, "Physicians under- 

stand thi , \When the patiest is” down: with pneumonia 

méchanitsl appliances are resorted fo. Poultices are 
«ordered and hot water bags and cotter wool jackets. 

Medicipes are given “with ‘a ; view" ‘to fighting 

the hostile germs through the avenues of the blood." Nour- 

fshinent in concentra‘ed form is supplied with frequency. 

But when all is done the doctor says: “Everything now 

depends upon his vitality, We cannot tell what the result 
may be. If the heart is able for its work we shall expect 
recovery. Heis in the hands of God,” Tt is because a re- 

vival of religion is a vital process that it ‘is such'a subtle 

thing. It may fail to come when the most elaborate: pre- 
parations in the way of org and y have 

been made. It may flame forth in power and splendor 
wheke no such preparations have been thought of. Torrey 

Alexander are toiling tr dously for ‘a lin 

London. In the way.of orgavization nothing is lacking 
They have a great hall, a great fund, a great choir, a great 

os 

crowd, a great group of committees. Yet the resulfs are . 
meagre The evangelists are ernest, the audiences are in- 

terested, but the note of power is lacking. - How diffeyent 
‘the case in Wales Without any organization; with no. 

hum ia leadscship, the whole Principality is aflame “with 

religious fervor. The peaple gatber voder a common im- 
Meetings open of “th Ives. and b get 

themsrlves closed. Mipisters come and go. THe people 
pray and sing, and" exhort and rejoice. | And God saves 

eagerly sought their fellows and have brought to, them 
effectively the message of Jesus, mien have ‘been ready to 
acknowledge their power and their right to. authority. 
But when men have lost the power to. bing the message 
‘of Jesus to the hearts of others and when the passion for the 
highest welfare of humanity has died out, there has sure 
vived an ecclesiastical organization with an assumption of 

authority unbearable in its arrog: or detestable in its 
peevishness, Men liave never been ready to recognize the 
authority of any chutch that had come to that state, Itis 

however a symptom of such a condition when it is possible 
for us to seek to blame people outside the church for the 
fwilure of its work . + ’ 

There can be uo such feeling on the part of a Christian 
man, vor on the part of a church posed of Christi 
men For these know that they possess in the Gospel a 

power which the world canoot know and which it cannot 
give. There will be among such men 00 disposition to 
shirk the responsibility for the success of Christian work. 
14 the results are not satisfactory they will ackwowledge 
one of two things. Either the Gospel has lost its power 
or we do not know how 10 proclaim it effectively. We 
are not ready to accept the first alternative. Rather, 
.thousands of will protest that by the Gospel of Jesus 
they. have been brought into a life that is eternal. We are 
accustomed to avoid the second alternative by pointing to 
the correctness of our doctrige, op the cosformity of our 
practice to an accepted standard. Such js Dot. the test 
which Jesus propounded. He said “By their fruits ye 
shall knw them.” We must begin seriously to cuestion 
our methods. We will doubtless find that to preach suc- 
cessfully the Gospel of Jesus we will need more than right °° 
doctrine and the accepted polity. We may perhaps’ dis- 

Jesus gave his followers the command 
The question is, can we do it?. 

TORONTO BAPTISTS AND THE 
NORTHWEST SCHOOL QUESTION. 
There is little room for doubt that the Baptists of On- 
tario_are as a body teady to utter a vigotous prote 

The Baptists of bait 

. situation: whic 

The result is one before wh 

reported that Dr. 
to Evan Roberts, 

3 . before Parliament’ 
singers by thousands. The Welsh people have been honor- Mayor Urquhart who isa 

g Gd. They bave cast themselves in help] pon believe with the W. 
Sovereign power, His Soverei im, His Sovereign " 

the 

to make disciples. 

—By an anonymous gift of $1,100,000, recently re- 
<elved, Unfon Theological Seminary, New York City, is 

near Columbia University andthe tomb of General 
Grant, ind the plans of the directors include the im- 
mediate iste erection of new seminary buildings on. this 

~The attention of those. interested is called to. the. 
notice om eur ninth page which states that owing to the 
death of eur lamented brother Nalder, Rev, A. Cohoon of 
Wollville has consented to resume the work of the treasurer 
of denominational funds for Nova Scotia for the'balance of 
the Convention year. It is to be regretted from one woint 
of view that this work must be laid upon shoulders already 
quite sufficiently burdened, but we can all feel assured thet 
the work will be well done. 3 

~The First"A church Toronto, the congregation. to 
which Rev, Alex. White, formerly of Mais St. this city, 
ministers have recently reopened their splendid church edi. 
fice after exteniive repairs and renovations including up- 

: and additional lighting, and an ad- 
joining Jot has been secured for future Sabbath school en- 
largement, Negotiations ate oa foot for instaling a new 

this city who will rejoice to learn of the prosperity of the 


