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Commending Oar Religion. 
Beyond question thére are multitudes of men and women 

who sincerely and earnestly desire the growth of the king- 
dom of God. They seek the coversion of the unsaved and 
the developement of Christian character in those ‘who are 
already disciples of Christ, and exhort; give, work and pray 

for the accomplishment of these ends. 

numbers engaged in the work of God and the expenditure 

in time and toil. the meagreness of results is distressing if 

pot disheartening. Why is it that we reap such small har- 
vests from our generous sowing? Why do the multitudes 

go their indiffe ent way in spite of the constaot effort to 
win their attention to and interest in religion ? 

No comprehensive answer can be put into few words, for 
we must neddsstudy the nature of man and of religion, take 

account of carrent influences and tendencies, discover the 

strength and:weakness of organized Christiadity, note all 
- thé factors in the problem, if we would speak the last word 

about the seeming impotence of religion in the presence of 
irreligion or'ion-religion. But without undertaking any 
Jabored investigation, certain facts of large explanatory 

value confront the man who is at all interested. They are 
so evident that they have been recognized aud described 

and emphasized by multitudes, and the mere mention of 

them almost serves to classify ope as a dealer in platitudes. 

And yet in spite of all that has ‘been siid, the Christian 
* world iV very far from realizing the significance of that con- 

cerning which so much is said and that with which it is so 

familiar. 
No ove doubts that Christianity is a historical religion, 

and no sane man will repudiate this element or consent 
that it be ignored in any estimate of Chrwstianity, Bat 
however strong conviacing the historical evidence may 
be, it has not the er in itself to change the human Beart 

and make the sinner a chi'd of God. Maltitudes of people 
who believe in®Bod and accept the New Testament account 
of the life of Jesus Christ, give no evidence of having “any 

in p | relig Their indiff is pot due 

"to lack of Kisowledge, neither can it justly be ascribed to 

neglect on the part of the church. Many of these indiffer- 
_ ent ones have been brought up in Christian homes, and are 

sought after by those who desire to sce them identifi d with 
the church. Pastors bave called upon them and exhorjed 

thém, church members hive invited them to the house of 
God, and still they are uanceached. R 

What is the matter 7 A partial explanation li es'in our 

propensity to depend upon talk. The minister naturally 
and rightly trusts to his sermons as potent agents in resch- 

ing the hearts of the unconverted, and church members, 

with good reason, feel that personal persuasion is necded 

in order that neighbors and friends be woo to Christ. For 

this conviction of pastor and people there is ample warrant 

in scripture and in experience. The fault lies not in the 

use of these agencies but in the divorce fron the Christ-like 

life. This is no railing accusation against the members of 
our churches, not even an imptutaion that we who exhort 
meh to turn‘to Christ are not sincere. As to the majority of 

professing Qliristians there can be no question but we cannot 

identify hom@sty of purpose either with comprehension of 
the essentialelements of the Christian religion or with 

entire success in embodying that which is comprehended. 
It is just heté that our weakness reveals itself. Either we 

do not realize the importance of character as an agent in 
the re-lemption of the world, or we are not disposed to make 

ourselves stich Christians as we know we must be in order 
strongly tonfluence those about us toward God. 

The Christian world does not lay sufficient s'ress upon 
the importance of having the “mind of Christ’ Of course 

=" ‘we all agree in declaring that the possession of our Lord's 

— 
spirit is essential to worthy discipleship, but in our living 

we all do largely give the lie to our declarations. Many a 
man whose theology is of unques’ioned antiquity and in 
agreement with the historic symbols. does not hesitate to 
be unjust in his judgments. To a brother who differs from 
hina he assigns motives and purposes that exist only in his 

own excitedimagination. - He fails ‘utterly of ‘any fair 
valuation of the worth or the work of the brother who will 
not pronounce his shibboleth. The spirit is not confined to 

the The so called liberal is often mare narrow 

and unfaig¥han the man whom he condemns. The fact 

is that judging righterus judgment isabout the most diffi- 

cult task that the Christian bas to perform. When. we 

5 oven 10 the place where we can credit the man whom 

. we dislike with all the virtues which he rea]ly possesses, we 
nave fraveled far along the road which Jesus has laid out 

as the highway of his disciples. When we can talk about 
the man who differs from us radically in theology without 

_ ‘depreciating his character or misrepresenting his work, ‘the 
grace of God has done much for us. 

Thi i is: ouly one of the manifold illustrations. 'Concern~ 
§ gentlebess, honesty, unselfishness, forgiveness, love and 

of pther character qualities, the same words may be 

Grd “We talk loyin, vy and approvingly of these vit- 

tues, while nop striving very greatly to make them our own, 
. And the non-Christian world knows it They look on 

while we rangle bear the bitter speech of a Christian about 

_ his brother, note the pap nbd rn tricks 

But considering the - 

must be a better man. than 
give the Christian life power in its 
plagli gi o iotebpy 0 

It take# life to affect life. Because Jesus not only knew 
truth but was the truth, he has power over the hearts 3f 
mea. In the measure that his disciples are truth and lows 
and’ upselfithness will they make potent appeal to 
souls of men. Trite words, these are, and they have b 
spoken oftea, but there are no words more more significant | 
the church of God. ‘As we live what we preach, as | 
show our fellow-men in the every day and common life 
beauty and helpfulness there is in reproducing the 
of Jesus Christ, we shall commend our religion to thes 
argument and exhortation alone cam mever do—1 
Standard. = oY 

About ten days ago a staunch stesmer was lest at 
She had left Rotterdam and was ‘speedidg acrom’ the | 
lantic, her officers watchful, but unconscious of 
of immediate danger. Suddenly there was & 
sound, the engines began to rate, the sex entered the 
tunnel, and in spite of the desperate ‘work at the 

stern. The life boats were prepared, and in» little 
the order to abandon ship would have been given had: 
the lights of another steamer been sean, and her 

attracted by rockets and other signals of distress. The # 
of the gallant rescue of that sinking steamer's 
and créw, without accident of any sort, has been - 
throughcut the warld. The captain of the Jost 

ing for the mishap, stated that his vessel was 
by a derelict in such & way as to break the shaft, 
broken shaft tore a hole in the vessel's side, through 

the water poured faster than it could be pumped out, gad 

that when pear ge a igi 
the fires, the steamer 

There is no more setious menace to aavigation 

derelict. An iceberg makes itself knowa by reducing. 

in its vicinity; submerged rocks, sand 
other similar hindrances are ipdicated on the 
derelict gives no warning of the kind and gheforms & 
work, Many a fine ship has gone to wa and has 

bren heard from again, becuse it came suddenly ‘8 
derelict and was seat to the bottom. 3 ea 

If the sea has its derelicts, so has the church; and as 
of the f~rmer are a menace to all who “go dows to 

in ships,’ 80 do those of the latter destroy the lives 
many and cause them to make shipwesck of faith. 
a man allies himsell with the church of Chiist, 
a member of the household of God, and takes upon himself 

voluntarily certain vows that are related to his daily . life, 
people are justified in expecting to see the Chrisiblits 
reflected in his life. The charscteristion of the Cheist 
find constant and gracious expression in his life; for it is 
now, or ought to be, hid with Christ in God. He hes 
yielded himself to Christ and ought to be willing to 
any and every, sacrifice and surrender that his 
Christ demands. This may mean that ha is to 
sistently before God and among men; and that he is 
only those things that are well-pleasing in’ God's 
he fasls in this, his profession of Christ is worse than * 

Ith a block of gto those whe are in 

thé faith, and a source of grief 16 the church. 

Many Christians regulate their lives by the 
others. A strong man will have 

things, and many others will be stimulated to do 

Let him ignote his covenant asa member of the 
indulge opealy or privately in snch things as are 
ent with his profession and it will not be long before 
perhaps already enfeebled in their adherence, will - le 
bis example. “If A. can do this thing, why may | net?” 
And why not? The Christian life sometimes 
stinence, if not for one's own benefit, then for the 
others. It is easy to speak of what has been called 
‘the weak brother argument,’ »say that the argument 
is weaker than the brother, but it is well te remember that 
the man who advanced the argument, origmally, and thus 

gave it Biblical sanction and authority was not & weakling 
by any means. It 1s far better to put Paul's principle into 
practice, than to be a derelict that may send tome umes. 

of 
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‘of her, “Speak yo comfortably to Jerusalem,” 

oe Ee kn lr his n 
to the words of Jesus : 

“Whoso shall offend one of these little ones Te ng 
Phebusyrmset roc aged a millstone were 1 
‘about his peck, and that he were drowned in the 

© the sea.~N. Siw. 

“Tarry Ye in. the City of Jesusalem.” 
BY REV. J. TWYMAN BOYER. y 

Christ's words hate are suggestive to us specially dh 
& season of self denial and prayer. They had not n : 
temporal or passiug significance, but they are a pérpetus 
command to all the people of God, and especially to" 
people as an organized church, Jesusalem is 
the home of the ciurch, She is the place of prep 

reqhecacspelr wag drgaidy ofludy 

the Master should send the little band back to 
tarry an indefioite period, while the world was in g 
sin’! But he says, “Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem,” 

After they were there ten'days, we can rims 

the command was givea. Soon there was perfect 
and peace, for all continued with one accord in 
and supplication. Their love was most beautiful. 
ie, panda hepostun om. made by Citi J 
here the truest g the name Ji was given. If 

you are ever puzzled as to the significance of Jerusalem, to 
the church of the livitg God, go with these disciples in 
heart and spirit for at least ten days and you will know a 

1 £5 

5 opener mi We. mods lat 
mony and peace. Let all in authority tarry in Jerusalem. 
Let everything that is said and written be in the spitit of’ 
the Paalmist's proclamation * “Pray for the peace of d¢rus- 
alem.” We want the peace that Christ gave his people, 

the peace that the wcrld cannot give or take away. 

Wa want, t00, a baptism of love. We have not) yet 
attained the experi of the Paalmist: “Let my fohgue 
cleave to the roel of my mouth if | prefer not Ji 
above my chief joy.” Do you think there was any 

about the Pralmist’s position, any doubt about his 
noticed the other day this sentence written about / 
ative Christians : “Thie outside world is sorely puszied in 
trying to find out whether these Christians really love ‘one 
amother™ May we not tarry in Jerusalem till thers ‘shall 
be no doubt even in the mind of the outside world ‘as te 
whether thers is love among all who Christ ? 
The Church will sot be perfect in world; she will 
have ber faults. But a man with leve will speak 

the 
Lord through Isaiah. Everything will appear different to 
us if our hearts are filled with warm love for the church and 
the people of God.- “Except a man “have the spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his. . This is the spirit of love, . and. 
this spirit is the greatest power in the world. “And ow - 
abideth faith, hope, and Jove, these three; and the Eremtest 
of thesa is ove.” 
Let us tarry to build up the walls of Jerusalem. Our 
work at home is sufiering. We have made the Boasd of 
Home Missions our sentinel upon the watch-tower.. The 

call has gone forth for Itis not that the walls ase 
being broken or that is danger? When the Jews re- 
RE was to rebuild the 
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