
A Sling and a King. 
BY J. B GAMBRELL. 

King David is one of the most interesting studies in all 

history. He touches strongly at more salient points in 

humaao nature than almost anyone of the Bible characters. 

He was a great man, measured by any role, and ke fulfilled 

a modern saying, “If a boy is to be great, he must show 

himself betimes.” ’ 

David was a great geaeral, and his personal courage was 

of the highest order. Ais courage, measuredyy the stand- 

ards of human conduct, was audacious. He was a great 

leader of men. He was a great poet. He was a strong 

and wise governor. And, according to the time you take 

him, he was a great sinner or a great saint. The oe word 

that expresses his character better than any other,
 is force- 

ful. . 

We first get a glimpse of him as a lad, keeping his father’s 

sheep. Evidently, his older brothers, and perhaps his 

father, had littla idea of the rare qualiti¢s of the boy, but 

as a shepherd, he showed the two qualities that 
will make 

any mao admirable. He was trusted with his father's 

fiack. There came a bear one day to take away one of the 

shesp. The average boy would have run. It was before 

the days of repeaters, Mauser rifles and the like. The 

weapons of warefate were primitive and harmless, 
compared 

with those in use today. David, however, did pot run. He 

had been religiously raised He felt that the bear was in- 

vadinga trust and that it was his busivess to guard the 

flock. So he went for the bear and killed it. A lion came 

on the sam missioh and fared no better. : We are not told 

how David killed the bar aad the lion :We would think 

that it was done with a sling, however. * v 

The first time the young fellow figures conspicuously 

after his anointing, is when he goes down to see his brothers 

to find out about them and bring word home. When he 

got there he saw somethiug that, as Shakespeare would put 

it, “raised his gorge.” He saw a Phillistine berating the 

armies of Israel, and the armies of Israel all in fear. King 

Saul himself was ready to submit to the indignity the 

Phillistine put on the armies of Israel. It was too much 

-for David, and he went to the king to say that he would 
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go down and kill the uncircumcised heathen. Just at this 

point, we get a great lesson in lifs. Here was a tremmrd- 

ous undertaking before him—one the contemplation of 

which made every man in the army shake But his pact 

exploits now buttres ed his courage. He tells how, in the 

pame of the Lord, and by God's help, he had killed the bear 

and the lion, snd if he had done that to the bear and the 

lion, he could kill Goliath. The victories already ‘won 

encouraged him. 

We read of the deriding of his brothers. It is all very 

natural reading. It has always been so. The average 

man mistrusts a person who undertakes to do an extraordin- 

ary thing. In the long run, no doubt, it is the average 

man that saves the country, but the average man never 

saves it on the short run His brothers thought it was a 

bit of uppishness. King Saul doubted it, but finally yield- 

ed. The truth of it is, David had a mission from Gad to 

kill Goliath, and when anybody has a mission from God, 

opposition don't stand much 1n the way. There isa way 

through it or under it, or around it, or over it, always
. In 

my day, | have seen young men undertake things beyond 

the ordinary, and all the wiseacres shook their heads, but 

the young fellow went along, and after a while, everybody 

said: “Well now, that was fine.” : 

David's exploit in killing Goliath has been much dwelt 

oo in sermons. His common %ense showed itself in refusing 

to burden hitfiself with Saul's armor, which was entirely 

too targe, and in sticking to his sling. It 1s about the sling 

that | wish to make some observations, ard the first is: It 

was a very simple thing. Nothing could be plainer than a 

sling. It was a very cheap thing. David had pr bably 

made it himself, and he knew theswing of it. He could 

pot do very much with a sword, and as to in immense 

spear to match Goliath's, he could do nothing at all. The 

spear would have borne him down. There was great wis- 

dom in sticking to the sling. He had tried that. He had, 

no doubt, stond ou the hillsides while fhe sheep were graz- 

ing, and alte™he manner of boys i 

hour, hurled rocks out of his siing, until he learned to place 

them ‘just where he wanted the 1. 

Here was an unusual occasion—one, the like of which 

would come to him po more in life; the like of which would 

come to no other youth ia all history—a lad to fight a giant 

and with such tremendous issues d pend ng on the outcome. 

Did ever a boy face such an opportun ty and such a respon- 

sibility? That would increase the desire for some extraor- 

dinary weapons with which to fight against an extraordin- 

ary enemy. But David's head was cool and level. He 

stuck to the sling. g 

The lesson we get ic, we must all use, in our Christian 

warfare exactly the kind of weapons that suit us. Many a 

preacher has become noted for doing great things among 

the common people, so much so, that he is wanted on an 

extraordinary occasion, such as preaching a convention 

He feels at once that 

Il times, hour by 

or a rement 

the simple way of preaching in the country would not fit 

the college or the convention, so he tries a new style only to 

wile mertifoation. Uf I might whisper & word into the 
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ear of young praachers, touthiag this paint, I would say: 
It's precisely the kind of preaching that moves the heart of 
the people in the country, and in the plainer districts, that 

the town people wart to hear, only, perhaps, they don't 
want to hear it quite so long as is common in the country. 

Let the preacher, on the greatest possible occasions, stick to 
his sling. 

Here is another observation. Many an exhorter who, in 

his neighborhood and along with a good pastor, has a’ 

great power for good, has been ruined because he quit his 
sling, and tried to preach. What has become of all the ex- 

horters anyhow ? It is a real nusfortune for a man to be 

brought into the Christian ministry, who hasn t the Scrip- 

tural qualifications for the ministry 

normal. He hits nowhere; he 1s a discomfort to himself and 

to everybody else 

His life becomes ab- 

And then, many a good deacon has 

been spoiled trying to make a preacher One god deacon 
is worth a good many poor preachers And so we might go 

on to talk about the men who are good for pastors and 

want to be editors; good for evangelists and want to be 

pastors, and good for one thing and want to be another, If 
bi 

could be laid cut no Jong 1ows 

every one would stick t wn shiug, the Gohaths of sin 

The 1eal success of David was laid wn bis early experi 
ences | doubt not that 1 wther chided hun severely 

for ventuning to ight oo hon aud a bear, and ye! of he had 

run away aid left the to} the mercy of* th: hn and 

the bear, at is pretty cer a would never have b nn the 

goud Koug Dovid of | wo ted a God 
sterling qualities «f hid it boourawe wo hin wind 
he wanted a mau to be f im ! ul 

for hia every wi hie sf | ret aot th 

I'he real four 

1vearly hie 1 the y "oye Wd 

he has his bot | . {itves ud It [a F) 

rested on hist fit fat berg vd 

sling well us 
acter would be yp ! § 

ciple of divine earn 

down in our | Wl 

talent, will rec cuts, and whoever faible 

the matter of ¢ 1] taken 

from Lisa 

Taking the whic 1 l ‘ iaty man, tom 

beginning to end. trom the ne Le ) fresh rg 

father s sheep before the prophet " ted ' 

the time he-day cn lias deat Joan nian, the 

striking thing about hon was 1a sagrous deve tion to 

s alwait ma es auty lhat meant tle did not always 

do right More than once he wid tenn y © Sut 

there was one thing he never did d 

never asked others to bear burden I net bear 

When the death angel was decima ing the ranks of has 

people for the sin of which he was guilty, hie did not shirk 

the responsibility of 1t When an cling was to be made 

to God, and his loyal subjects oflersd tos oven aud the 

imp'ements of the threshing oor Dood, with a stalwait 

maohiness that | wish nuglit JE COINOU ANODE Us, 

refused to offer to God what did not cost him anything 

When that great house of worslop was to be built, David 

did not content hmisell with planning for at and begging 

for it. He led the of ‘tings witli a great offering of his own 

as every preacher ought tu do, and every preacher will do, 

that leads his tlock succe ly iu the work of the lord 

King David was nuperu He Lad the imaginative, 

poetic temperan ent I have atten imagined he was red 

Leaded. But, with all of hus 1ipetuosity, with all of lus 

moods, he was ever’ ¢ uragecus, true nian 

Here 1s another lesson tas forall of us. God doesn’t 

use cowards. He dosen't employ shirks and dead beats in 

his service. le honors courage, fidelity, swutice, and he 
haus never yet laed to honor the people that honor him 

with hero service The methods ot divine providence 

have not changed. It's the same today ast was thousands 

of years agn. The brave pastors, who are standing to-day 

for the best thing | some of them with great odds against 

them, ar: the m-a whom God will honor. I'he pastors 

who are yielding to a spint of eriticism and selfishuess, and 

up with the enemies of the lord, are every trying to mate 

where losing their grip They will be cast-aways. The 

very men they seek 10 placate will feel a disgust for them 

A saloon man hving in a towa where there had been the 

hottest prohibition campaign, and which had succeeded to 

the ovérthrow of his business, had a great sorrow to 

His Little child was taken away Ii 

that campaign one preacher in the city bad refused to open 

his mouth, except to say that be had no war to make on 

anybody's business The heart-broken wife said to her hus 
band: “I think we peed to have prayer. 

an hour so dark that we need a hight from another worlg 

And he said Ste said then “Shal 

we send for Mr. —," the preacher who .had been 

“No, "said the man; “send for Mr—I don't want any man 1 

come into his home. 

We have come 1 

“| feel the same way." 

neutral 

come into my house to pray for me who could 

peace agaiast the iniquity of the bar-room.” The most out 

spoken pastor in the city was sent for to cone and pray for 

the man whose business, he, more than anybody else had 

overthrown. God and men honor courage and fidelity, 
David was king by the grace of his sling. He trusted 

God when be killed the bear and the lion, but be did sot 

hold his 
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stop with truiting. H: want agatast Golia thin the nan 
of the God of Israel, but as he went he stopped to seles 

five suitable stones for business. Faith and the sling ds 

the rest, and on he went to the throne. We must all try, 

but let us not forget the sling and the needful stones. —Bay 
tist Standard. 
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Rev. David Chase. 
Often when reading accounts of the lives and gran 

deeds of departed ministers, such as * William Hall, Dy, 

Welton, and others, my mind invariably turns to one nob 
man of (od, and the wife also being worthy of such a hus 

band. This man was the Rev. David Chase, the first perf 

son granted a license to preach from the Second 'Corr | 
walls (now Berwick) church. His wife was Jane Morse, 

sister of Daniel Morse of Nictaux, after whom her oldes 
son, also DM. Welton, was named. No family, I think, i 

batter known today in the Annapolis Valley among Bap 

tist prople. Old Mc. Daniel Motse of Nictaux was grand | 

father of Rev. L. DD. Morse, of Wolfville. Oae sister wa 

Mrs. Sidney Welton, mother of Dr Welton, another. Mrs 

Abel Parker, mother of Rev. D. O. Parker and Rev. Davi 

I'reeman’s wife. This makes Mrs. Parker grandmother o 

Mrs. I. D. Morse, also of Mrs. Dr. Trotter of Acadia. 

But the one of this family that my letter is especially in-| 

tended to bring before our minds is gone, the baby of the 

household, who became, at the age of seventeen, the wife 

of the Rev. David Chase, lelt her home and went to a dis 

tant part of New Brunswick. In those days it seemed as 

far away as the North West or British ColumBia does now 
here at Jem eg this noble couple, rich in faith toward| 

(ood, worked and prayed, forgesting their own health iu 
thar anxiety for the salvation of souls. In many el 

tiiere were no carnage roads and they went on horsebacl4 
through paths in the forest. Twice Mrs. Chase took hery 

wedding ring oft her fiuger and put in the mission box be- 

use she had vo money to give. The ring was dear wo] 

heart as her husband knew, and once he planoed and | 
ought 1t back, but the second timeit had to go. How} 

many would do the same today ? ¢ 

After eight or ten years of hard work, exposure and 

anxiely, l'roke the strong constitution, and the faithful 

clinld of God lard down the cross and went to receive from 

ins Master the crown. The young wife could not stand 

the blow (though she thought of her four little ones) and 

1 less than two inonths they laid her beside her loved one. 
Mi. Clase died March 24th, and on the 22nd of May the | 

game year, she closed her eyes to earthly scenes to behold 

the glories of heaven 

Over the graves of this devoted couple the church erect- 
eda beautiful monument which told how much they | 

One of the sons died at the age of 22 

15 doing business in England. The two 

daugliters, one Mrs. Jonathan Sanford, the other Mrs. Reu 

ben Loomer, still lve in Weston, a branch of the Berw ck 

gentlemen asked Mrs. Saaford for he: 

father's license te preach, as they wished to place it in the 

piuseumn of Acadia College, I suppose it is there today 
A 

tought of them. 

Another son 

church. Two 
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God Everywhere Present. 

“Where from Thy Spirit shall I go? 
I'o tropic heat, or arctic snow, 

Or to most distant land ? 
Jf from His presence I should tl=e 
I'o island in remotest sea 

He'd hold me by His hand. 

Shall T ascend to heaven's vast height 
Amid the spheres of dazzling light 

lmmeasurably fair; 
Or make my bed in deepest sea 
Where darkest waves encompassed we, 

His presence would be there 

Should I, like Jonah, weakly fice 
I'rom duty he imposed on me,) 

Foward a foreign land; 
A fearful tempest might anise 
Obscuring sun, and stars, and skies — 

Directed by His hand. 

Should | in cavern of the deep, 

Hope to escape in dreamless sleep, 
I'he searchlight of his eye, 

To Him “the darkness and the light 
Are both alike” intensely bright 

As is the sun on high 

I'iroughout the universe arouod 
lo heights above, or depths profound 

lo earth, Or sea, or ait, 
)r the vast reslm of space; no spot, 

No place, be lound where He is not 
For God is everywhere | 

The above lines were suggested by a sermon preacher 

in Windsor, N. 8 by Rev. Avery A Shaw, August 8th 
Whither shall | go from thy spirit 

of whither shall | flee rom thy presenge’ ete 

1897, from the text, 

Psalm 13 
13 inclusive verses 7 Evowamrp Younc 

If He is riten if the sun is up —~thea the m>raing and 

oot the evening i the season for the place of tombs. 
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