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THE BASIS OF MEMBERSHIP.

Dbjection~ ure occasionally heard to what is consid-
a woney basis in the membership of our Conven-
ago, if our memory serves, notice

bh ehurd! send to the Convention conditional

the membership and not upon the amount

tm contr to the objocts of the Convention.
p notice | ‘ vn8 never acted upon. Y

'® obsery Lttt outhern Baptists are discussing
milar referonce to their (eneral Con
tion. A . f the denominational journals
e tak: 1 arainst the finuncial basis which is
atare t titution of the SBouthern Conveh
The f Louisville, Ky., which is
influent tper. takes this position, and mentions
o | R ! ipig ¢ amnd Reflector ns en
fng this v Ays We respectfully
on thos« ho favor such a basis [that is a Anancial
8] toname « reason for it that does not apply equal
o the chu
pthe mones w
mch to n chiurch as toa convention
¢ Bap of Dallas, Texas, takos np the
enge of | -

I'he one stock reason that those who

dircet the expenditure applios

ind save that it has pleasure

ying m than one reasor lar rewarks
Be subject are in part as follow
Conventions and associations are not equal to

chos, are not under Now Testa-

f Testament o

B law. 1 we they

hodies extra serintural, and are never to

w Tostament authority.

pmparcd r discussed, 6n the same plan with
ghes. crative bodies ale parely of human
oo anl A r Churchos are of divine origin
aathorit 1 functions of 'hu‘ two are totally
ront.  ( hero will elear up this whole
tion

The [ I+ placed in the haods of eo-operative
es, nid their boards, are trust-funds, and of right
ht to h ruarded in every possible way. Ttis
probble that e \\"u: contribate to these
g-funds, o more concerned about the wise use of

than o o nothing to them. ‘The
ist Book Concern’ is an extra scriptural hody,
g religicus work.  Would the Western  Recorder

illing fur those who put no money into its great
Lits policies and direct the expen-
tuds 2 Unless the money put into *“The

]

¢ not regarded’as a trust-fund,
® cascs. s to seriptnral anthority, ave exactly

jogous, itoappears to tundard  Co-opera-
bodics such as Conventions and ;\»sucia?ivgm have
of them the sume seriptural anthority that.is back
Baptist Book Concern” and no more.

. The opposition to the financial basis of ropresen-
pn in our co-operative bodies rests npon one of two
p assumiptions: (1) That there are New Testament,
shes thit are unable financially to contribute any-
g to the ission fundfof these bodies. This is
grous, in the dicht of The seriptures. Or (2) that

odians of the funds contributed by other churches.

gblished in the interests of the Baptist denomin-
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a ropored amendment to fhe constitution
making the number of delgates which

gh finucially able to obey the Word of God, there
New Testincnt churches that do nothing for the
of the go-pel, whese messengers make wise

ev-operative body that projects its work on either
@ assnnptions, or hoth of them, would be doom-
pigaominoas failure. Evory one ought to see this.”
@ are inclined to think that The Standard’s position
8 matter is the more reasonable one and that itg
mt in the wmain is sound  So far as our own Con-
it is concerned we have never heen able to see

there wis anything unreasonable or unseriptural
financi:l conditions attached to membership there-
pd in our view it would be unwise to abandon the
iple. In the¢ Counvention the denomination in
['Aruvinm-x is aoited for the purpose of promoting
in great Cliristian enterpriscs—chiefly missions
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and education. No church is too poor to contribute at
least some small sum to the purposes of the the Conven-
tion, and every church can thus be represented in its
counsels by one of its members. Then there are com-
paratively few churches which do not have it in their
power to contribate fifty dollars to missions or educa-
tion and thus secure the right to send a second mem-
ber to the Convention. Further, it is to be considered
that every ordained minister connceted with one of our
churches, is a member in his own right. So that it will

be seen th't almost every church which is sufficiently

alive to take a vital interest in the Convention and its

work may be represented in the counsels of that body

by its pastor and two other d- legates.  This being the
case, there reems small ground for fear that the more

 wealtby churches will exert too Iarge influence in the

Convention, and sarely it is not an unreasonable propo-
sition that the churches which contribute most of the
fands should have the largest voice in directing their
expenditure But any church which contributes to
the objects of the Convention a total wmount of $250
(which should be easily within the ability of a large
number of theé church~s) is ent tlgd under the consti

tion to setd five of its members as d¢ legates to the

Convention.  And this is the maximum d legation

o
church, bowever much it may coutribute,being ontitled
to eend any lurger number

. .
WHAT IS SEEN AT THE THEATRE.
There has been a good deal of comment both public and

private concerning a play why 1as been on exhibition i

aSt | hn theatre during the past week 1 he da e

Pagers of St John have never been accused, we believe, of

ultra fastidiousness in the matter of the bil {

sented at the playhouses bot in this oarticular

some of them e idently have thou ght that a play

produced sutliciently ab mivable to demand a pe

aracternizing this sprc men of diamatic ar ne the
city dailics sa1d 1 part

‘For the next two “cts we see nott ng but a series of
blood curdhing and revo'ting crime beginame witl; the
murder of a hittle child by the Lumap monster. who

sraogles bis vicum and afierw=rds sucks the blood
11s body.  This was a sickening sight, but whe: 1y came Lo
the bill'ng of his fiancee, who <till loved him, the scen~
was a horrit’e one  The curtain rose showing the grl n
bed, prrsently through the window of the darkened room
came the hortible monster and i ful! view of the aud ence
slithis victim’s throat with such realisin that, with her
head hanging out of the bed, 1 blood was seen gushng
out of the weund in her throat and from her nose, mouth
and ears. The sight was so ghastly and revolting 1hat
many of the ladies in the audience nius* bave wished them-
selves safe home "

rm

The question has been raised whether the Mayor of the
city has not the pawer and the duty fo prohibit a play of
such a character and certuin clesgynien of the city are re-
ported to have brought this question 1o his notice. His
worship has scught the advice of the Pecerder ip the mat
ter, and has been assured that if there is evidence that the

lay is bla-phemous «r immoral the Mavor has DO
play P power to

prevent it | otherwise he should not interfere. In Recorder
Skinuer's view, the fact that the play has been declared by

those who have witnessed it to be disgusting, nauseating,

blood curdling, h' rr ble, etc., does not warrant the Mayor's
iuterposition, sit ¢ an regard to such charac teristics the
public has a right to judge for itself. The Telegraph,
however, calls the altention of Mayor White to a section
of a city bye law concerning theatre I euses, which reads
as follows

“Any person or persons who may obtain

any such license
as aforesaid, shall conform to such

directions and regula-
tions fir preserving order and decorum thereat and presvent

ing anv interropt'en of the public reace, as the Mayor for the
time being mav from time to time deem necessary ; and
complied  with, or
[ for uny other cause it mav be decmed expedient do,

st shall and mav be, largfnl for t 1d Mayoy rewke. any

in care such directions are pot fully

such license at his pleasnye

It would certarnly seem that the latter part of this

Mayor power quite
sufficient to prohibit such a exhibition as the one which
» and if the play
is such as has been described it is difficult to see how the
Mayor could doubt that its prohibition would }
public interest.

It will perhaps be said that this play which has been de-
nounced so strongly, disgusting and horrib'e as it is, is not
so bad or so morally degrading as many others which are
presented from time to time in the city, and in reference to
which po protest is heard. This is very likely to be true,
It would be gratifying if thos» who have authority in the
matter could assure vs that everything “immoral or blas-
pbemous " is strickly exclided from the performances to
which theatrical companies are accustomed to invite St.
John audiencrs It is prrhaps not worth while for those
who are accustomed to swallow cemels to strain at .a
gnat as particularly disgusting. However a bad thing is
vot made good by showing that there are worse. “The
Great Medical Mystery ”” play may not, as one of our highly
esteemed contemporaries intimates, be as horrible os the war
in Manchuria. And it may be, as is furrher alleged, that
the churchies do not do their whole duty in the way of im-
pressing u pon the peaple the wronglulness of war. But it

clavse places at the discretion of {l

has elicited so much unfavorable criticig

e in the

May 10, 190§

seems sbsurd {0 charge thé chuiches with indirectly culti-
vating the perverted »ppetite which delights in shows of a
blood-curdling and horrible character. It would surely be
more reasonable to say that the ‘ehurches which are con-
stantly endeavoring to inculcate the dectrines of peace
and righteousness, with whatever makes for true Christian
manhood and womanhood, have a right to protest strong-
ly against there being presented wnder civic sanction per-
formances which by their gruesome and borrible character
tend to degrade and brutalize the youth of the city,
rendering them less susceptible to Christianteachiog and
more susceptible to influences which are vicious and de-
gradirg.
*x ¥y e
ONTARIO BAPTISTS

It has already been s'ated in our columns that Dr. Good-
spred has resigred his professorship at McMaster. He has
now retired from the University. Thus the most important
teaching office in the Theological work of McMaster is
made vacant. Itis further announced that Dr O. C. S.
Wallace has resigned the cha ncellorship, and has accept-d
the pastorate of a church in Lowe!l, Mass.

What the immediate causes of these resignations are we
cannot say. But evidently our brethren in Ontario have
ome probletns to solve.

In 1890 Dc Giodspeed left St. John for the work he has
just relinquished. He has rendered conspi uous service to
McMaster and the denomination in Ontarioc  The brethren
there have recognized bis s'rength avd will be grateful for
his help

Dr Wallace, on the retirement of Dr. Rand from

the

Chancellorship ‘n 1895, was called from the pastorate of

Bloor St. church, Toronto, to preside over the llniversity

and to labor for its advanorment.  For ten years he hag
held this prom nent place with credit to himself and the
whom he served  He will give to the pastarate to whcl
he returns the strength of added e xpetience in speakiog and
his fire gifts of administration  These hrethien will reta
the esteem and good wishes of their brethren 11 Canadla
We can only wish for McMaster the best guwdance 1n
seeking leaders for the educational frust so vit elnte
to the welfare of Canadian !x..\m?{

For some months a discussion of the desirablene [ 'he
federation of McMaster with Toronto Univer ty has bees
going on in the Canadian Baptist A numbe rethy
including Dr. Tracy, Rev P, K Dayfoot [ wod
D. E. Thomson, and others have b ey riguing the -
The views that determined the action when | Uy ity
undertook its separate work have beeu restuted with « leas
ness

The need of further endorwment to meet the Jec rea {
income due to the falling rate of interest and the need of
enlargement in different depar'ments would seen; 1 have

been the occasion for the present agitution for a hange « f
base. Federation would certainly offer wdvantages
way of economy, and if McMaster 1s to be maintained as an
independent school in a manner to answer the demands of
the time a gaod deal of money must be found for 1y
support and enlargement. However, the Ontario Baptists
are able, no doubt, to put a good deal of

in the

money into
McMsster if they are so disposed, and at present, ﬂ,,..mh
there are some eager for federation, we judge that the bylk
of opinion is in favor of retaining the independent  basis
But whatever the issue of the present agitation may be, it
1s admitted on all hands that McMaster js doing
the highest character and that its influence for
building of the denomination is very great

work (f
the up-

4*;

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN RUSSIA.

Czar Nicholas celebrated the Russian lLaster Sunday
April 30th, by issuing a decree abolishing the restric Y‘Hl’ls
on the freedom of worship in his dominions. I'his decree
applies to the Old Believers, the Roman Catholics, the var
ious sects of Discenters from the State Religion, also to
Mohammedans and other non-Christian bodies, with the
exception of the Jews, who, it appears, are not rec koped
worthy of a place within the pale of religious toleraticn
If however the Imperial decree means in reality all that it
seems to mean,it embodies concessions of no small value to
several millions of the Czar's subjects. According to the
provisions of the decree, secession from the Orthodox Greek
Church will no longerinvolve persecution or surfshder of
civil rights. Dissenters, besides being guaranteed freedom
of worship, will be admitted to cadet and military schools
and may be promoted to be officers. They will no longer
be excluded from receiving official rewards, such a8 medals
of bravery. Mohammedans and other copn-Christian sub-
ject (except Jews) will bave equal rights with Chrisiians
and will no longer be styled pagans. The body known as
Old Believers, who apparently are the chief beneficiaries
under the decree, are a people who refuse to consent 10. re
forms in the State Church, such as the modernization of the
liturgy introduced by Peter the Great, they also make the
sign' of the cross with three instead of two fingers, and
have maintained their primitive faith unchanged in spite
of much persecution. They are an eminently temperate
people, so far at least as eating and drinking go, rdumng
to use imtoxicating liquor, tobacco, tea, coffee and sugar.
Their temperate and economical habits have been a means
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