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Mr. Fielding Branching Out as 
a Full-Fledged Protectionist. 

The Finance ‘Minister Had Little to! 
Say in His Budget Speech 

About Economy. 

Last Year's Preferential Policy Abondoned 

and the Preferences to be Confined to the 

Empire — Sympathy for the West India 

Planter But None for the Canadian Far- 

mer—The Liquor Revenue and Prohobition. 

OTTAWA, April 4—The government 
press of Ontario is not very enthusi- 
astic over Mr. Mulock's postage law. 
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nal of the party has ye 
to commend jit. Mr: Mulock' cannot 
see¢ why the class of people who read 
newspapers should have ‘a ‘service 
performed for them for nothing. But 
the ‘papers which orotest say that all 
the people of Canada are readers of 
newspapers. It might be asked why 
certain.” people who use ‘the’ canals 
should have the use: of that: service 

free of charge. The government: of 
the ‘provinces and of municipalities 
give the people of the country the free 
use’ of highways which are made at: 
public expense. The restoration: of a 

newspaper tax may be defended on: 
the; same bagis as would an act for 
the restoration of toll gates. 

But the (chief argument against the 
proposed measure is that it will not 
Ee any good fron a revenue point of 
view. As wasshown in a previous let- 
ter it cannot add two per cent. to the 
postal revenue, and will cost prob- 
ably the half of all it makes fof ex- 
pense of operation. This does not in- 
elude. the cost to newspapers of are 
ranging their business to ‘suit ' the! 
ehanged condition, of classifying their: 
list in a way to separate the subsecrib-. 
ers within ten miles from ‘those -out- 

- side, and all the annoyance and in- 
convenience of the new’ regulations: 
A liberal member remarked the other 
day that it would not be popular for: 
thie liberal government to be reimpos-: 
ing charges that the tories took off. 
For this and other reasons it is prob- 
able that Mr. Mulock may repent of 
his present intention. He is, however, . 
a very determined man, and says he: 
is bound to run the department on 
business principles. The business. 
principles on which this change is 
made appear to be something like 
thosc on which Mr. Mulock managed 

~ the Farmers’ Loan company, now, un- 
fcrtunately in liquidation: 2 

But this is not the only kick that is | 
going on. Echoes of the caucuses still 
reverberate around Parliament Hill. 
One almost amusing case was brought 
Up at one of these meetings. .Mr. 
Bourbonnais is ‘an ardent liberal, but 
mot an ardent admirer of Mr. Tarte. 
Mr. Bourbonnais has a brother who is. 
& member of the local legislature of 
Quebec. He of the house of com- 
mors is sald to. be the least  influ- 
ential of the three brothers, and is: 
guided very much by one of : them. 
He asked Sir Wilfrid Laurier to ap 
roini one brother as a commissioner: 
in the Soulanges canal investigation. 
It was a $10 a day job, and several |: 
others were anxious to get it. Sr] 
‘Wilfrid referred the matter to Tarte, 
as he does everything, and Mr. Tarte 
said" it would never do to appoint ‘a 
local member to a position ' like this 
Sir Wilfrid sat down ‘and ‘wrote a neat 

. little letter to Mr. Bourbonnais, ex- 
plaining that it would never do to 
appoint a local member to such a po- 
sition. Mr. Bourbonnais was hardiv: 
half ‘satisfied with this. explanation,’ 
but ‘bore it philosophicaliy until an- 
othcr -commissionership was open and 
Mr. Tarte had appointed - thereto a 
friend of his own, who was also a 
local member. Then Mr. Bourbon- 
rais acted the part of “the trodden 
worm. He turned, and remains turn- 
ed to: this day. Mr. Bourbonnais did 
not vote for the Yukon bill, and inti- 
x ates that something has got to hap- 
pen before he votes again in support 
of Mr. Tarte’s schemes. \ 

Senator Thibideau, the elder, is an- 
. other man with a grievance. He has’ 
Ro fondness for Tarte, and came from 
Montreal last week, intending to vote 
against ithe Yukon bill. He says now 

had cpent nearly s 
| dollars In providing the 

‘manufacturing 3 ts had 
been fitted . ‘up. to’ use 
smaller towns had piped the 
gas wells and brought in the 
supply. as a municipal charge. 
The whole economy of this part of On- 
tario. was. baBkd on the. perpetuity of 

| the supply of natural gas: 

{ der had been allowed to lay. their big 
pipes across under the lake and rivers, 
and now, the supply is running ‘low. 
The: Essex people say that the gas is 

{ continually preduced, but. not in quan- 
{ tities large enough for both countries: 
Detroit formerly : was ‘supplied from 

{ a8 wells in Ohio or some neighboring 
district, but that source is exhausted, 
and now it requires every year a 
i greater pressure and harder pumping 
to provide for the demand of the Es- 

i sex towns. They do not ask the gov- 
“ernment to impose an export duty con 
| gas; they want it cut off aitogether, 
and at once. Every Essex county 
man, and the most of them in the 

an ardent and emphatic protectionist. 
Mr. MoNe owls an 

‘the duty in the interests of certain 
large ‘operators. Essex ‘had’ no coal, 
and was obliged to buy fuél. The same 
government had taken off the duty 
from corn in the interests of certain 
‘other localities, though Essex was a 
great producer of corn. We get it in 
the neck both ways, he said, and now 
if our fuel is to be takén away from 
us ‘we: will be in a worse state than 
ever. © The two! members for Essex 
who: were present. and: introduced: the 
delegation, are .both strong - liberals, 
and: did not appear to be quite satisfied 
with all the complaints that were 
made against their leader. 

Sir Richard is non-committal on the 
question of natural gas, He wants to 
bear from the other side before he 
gives up his free trade notions. In 
fact, he Has heard from the other side, 
for a delegation was here the other 
day explaining to him that the Am- erican. compauieg, which Were buying 
gas from Essex county had leased the 
gas lands in good faith, paying a 
large purchase price, and had put in 
their plant with the understanding 
that they were to have a perpetual 
right there. They were licensed by 
‘the government, without complaint 
from any one. The very people who 
were here protesting against the ex- 
port of gas had sold them the right to 
get it, and they claim either compen- 
‘sation or the privilege of going on. 
The big delegation says that the little 
delegation ' was not representative. 
The ‘big ‘delegation says it pays its 
own expenses, and came to Ottawa 
at a cost of some’$5,000, while the little 
one had its expenses paid by foreign 
interests. 

The Winnipeg Tribune is a newspa- 
per controlled by Mr. Richardson, a 
government supporter, who represents 
Lisgar in, the house of commons. Mr. 
Richardson voted for the Yukon deal, 
but he is not infatuated with it.. He 
is one of the men who is happy over 
the action of the senate. In his paper 
he has a fling at that august body, 
while at the same time he ridicules 
the minister of justice for charging 
that the defeat of the measure ig a 
surrender to the United States. The 
member for Lisgar says that the Unit- 
ed States has nothing to do with it, 
and broadly intimates that Mr. Mills 
is making a fool of himself when he 
drags in ‘international questions. Mr. 
Richardson thinks that if the British 
Empire can pull through with the 
China question and the African ques- 
tion, that the Stikine railway will not 
prove to be ‘an insurmountable im- 
perial disaster. One does not have to 
‘read’ between the lines to discern the 
gratification of Mr. Richardson over 
‘the defeat of the Mackenzie and Mann 
scheme, ‘though’ he is an’ admirer of 
the - contractors themselves. Hy : 
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And speaking of ‘the senate, the in- 
‘telligent Fredericton Herald scores a 
great point against that body. It re- 
‘Peats some fiction about Mr. Kloepfer, 
who was alleged to have told some 
other member that he must vote 
against the Yukon bill because that 
was cpposition : policy. = Behold this 
specimen of a. senator; says the Her- 
ald.’ It may be worth while to say 
that Mr. Kloepfer probably never said 
it, and that he is a member of the 
house of commons. : S. D. 8. 
Consul General Lee did not ‘come. 
‘There is graat excitement here. Every 
stateroom on the Mascotte was en- 
gaged. The’ city of Key West will 
have a big crowd tomorrow. It is re-. 
ported that there is great excitement 
at Havana. : 
“MADRID, April 6, 5.30 p. m.—The 
family of United States Minister 

that ‘he would ‘have voted gainst 

"Bis fel 
measure at the rate of 52 to 14 he 

has ‘left Madrid and will prob- 
‘ably remain in Paris for the present]: thought that was punishment enough, Fo NEW YORK, April 6.—A special 

and so recorded himself in the min- 
ority. Nevertheless Mr. Thibideau, 
Who is sheriff of Montreal, says that 
the senators have ‘done the country a 
8ood service by: hoisting the measure. 
He is not quite satisfied that he ought 
not té6 have helped Hoisting it a Iitth 
higher, but suggests that he will have | 
his chance yet to show the govern- 
ment the error of their ways. 

Not much ‘was said about the great 
Essex delegation that crowded the 
house’ of commons and made strong 
representations to the government one 
day last week. The Essex men came 
up 250 strong, . with badges fastened 
to them, demanding that the supply 
of natural gas by which Detroit and 
other foreign cities get light and heat 
at the expense of ‘Ontario shomnld be 
eut off. = They made a very strong 
case. The pipe line which drains the 
natural gas from Essex across to De- 
troit and from Welland to Buffalo will 
soon leave the northern ‘Side of the 
lake as free from this supply as any 
other part of the world. This natural 
gas is a great gift to the people ‘who 
use it. It lies near to Chatham, Wind- | 
sor and a number of smaller towns in 
Essex, and the people of Windsor city 
are supplied by it almost wholly with 
fuel for heating their houses and’ op- 
erating their factories, The delegation 
explained that the people of Windsor 

cable metsage to the Commercial Ad- 
vertiser from its Havana correspond- 
ent says: “Extra guards of mounted: 
police have been placed around the 
Hotel Inglaterra and everywhere that 
Americans assemble. There is no sign 
of an- outbreak.” 
PARIS, April’ | 55—The United 

‘States government has purchased, in 
France a considerable quantity of am- 
munition and a number of quick firing 

Lieut. W. 8. Sims, the United States 
naval ‘attache; ‘will’ shortly relieve 
Lieut. J. 'C. Colwell, the United States 
‘naval attache in London, while the 
latter recuperates. 

OTTAWA, April 5.—In the railway 
committee the other day 105. members 
voted ‘on the Corbin railway charter: 
With the’ house in committee” yéster- 
day there were 50 votes. Yet it is one 

Tope. Afr. Syrood’s Phosphodine, 
nd recommended by all 

ruggists in Canada. Only reli- 
able medicine diseove d. th 
packages to of Sexual Weakness, all effects of abuse orexcess, Mental Worry, Excessive use of To- bacco, Opium or Stimulants, Majled on receipt of price, one Pedkage $1, 8ix, $5. One will please, 89% will cure. Pamphlets free to any address. Ths Wood Company, Windsor, Ont. 

Sold in St. John by all responsible drug- gists, and W. C, Wilson, St, John, West. 

stoves suitable for thiz fuel. Their | 

But the larger cities across the bor- 

delegation appeared to be liberals, is ! 

ably the struggle between the; two 

committee is only a part of it. 
Corbin charter passed ‘in 1 L 
tee of ‘a whole by 30 to" 
which did not follow party 

closely. Mr. “Blair, ‘ closely pressed | 
Sir Charles: Hibbert Tupper, stated 
that he did not speak for the govern- 
ment ir his strong advocacy of ‘this 
charter, In discussing a private bill 
he did not think ‘the government 
should act as an organization. 

In. this contention Mr. Blair is in 
accord with parliamentary: traditions. 
The question is whether he did not go 
tco. far when in his position as miin- 
ister of railways he took such a de- 
cided action in the railway commit- 
tee. There is no doubt that he spoke 

{ there as a minister and made the 
i ‘Strongest possible ise of his official 
| positin. - However, it' is now clear . 
| that Mr. Bldir and Mr. Tarte are not 
iia league on tHe ‘Kettle river matter. 
"Mr. Blair was on “the ‘Grand Trunk 
side and Mr. Tarte is a C. P. R. man. 
Mr. Tarte borrows money for himself 

I) 

railway companies is not yet over, for 
the members will be marshalled. and 
their votes recorded on the third read- 
ing. And then there is the senate, 

: Mr. McInnes opened the discussion 
yesterday, and the debate occupied 
the whole day till nearly midnight. 
Mr. McInnes, as before, moved down 
to the seat behind Mr. Blair and then 
proceeded to assail the winister with 
his declaration of last year. . The 
young member for Vancouver is self- 
assertive and self-possessed. He feels 
at least six feet six inches high, 
though he measures excatly five ‘feet 
one. Attorney General Longley once 
tried to crush Ben. Russell, M. P, for 
Halifax, with the charge ‘that he was 
"a man five feet four inches high who | 
doesn’t believe in God.” Mr. Mdltines 
is a five feet . one man, who' is not 
charged with scepticism in theglogy, 
but who does not ‘believe in Mr. Blair. 
But behind Mr. Blair he had the ad- 
vantage of standing, while the min- 
Ister was sitting, and of being rdised 
one foot above him on the Hoor. So 
he looked down in. a fatherly way on 

‘ the minister while he held up to him 
the disadvantages and perils of a 
wandering and devious = course in 
statesmanship. It was pointed out to 
Mr. Blair that it would never do at all 
to be getting enormous votes out of 
the people of Canada in order to give 
them exclusive control of a great and 
rromising district, and then in less 
than a year to be coming in and offer-- 
ing ‘equal possession of the district to 
& foreign company with all its sources 
of supply in alien soil. Before he was 
through with Mr. Blair the minister 
began to haye some. sympathy with 
the widow! McManus who fell under 
the displeasure of Mr, McInnes more 
than a year ago and was subsequent-. 
ly driven headlonog from the post 
office at Nanaimo. - 

Mr. Blair has not been driven from 
his post by the little hero of the Paci-' 
fio coast, and igjnow enjoying aid’ and 
comfort from ‘J. Ross Robertson of 
Toronto. Mr. Robertson does not sup- 
port Mr. Blair's Yukon or Drummond 
or Crow’s Nest deal, but he is with 
him "in the Corbin matter. After all’ 
there is no great endorsement in this. 
For the .reason that Mr. Robertson 
gives for ‘supporting the Corbin char- 
ter is the same as he gave last year 
fcr opposing ‘the Crow's Nest. “When 
Mr. Blair procured ‘the vote on the 
ground that he was ‘going’ to hand | 
over to Canada through this great 
railway the. control of the Kootenay 
country Mr. Robertson opposed it. 
Logically he takeés' the same j ind 
yet. He has been thoroughly consist- | 
ent, ind his support of the minister 
is only on the ground that the frin- 
ister has altogether abandoned ‘the 
programme, on the strength of which 
he dragged three millions, six Run- 
Cred thousand dollars out of the peo- 
ple of Canada last year. 

Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper is in a 
different. position. He “snpported ‘last 
year’s policy in good faith; belieVing 
what was promised, that the business 
of the East and West Kootenay and 
the Boundary creek would come to 
Canada through the connection thus 
established. He says that he cannot 
consistently with that policy encour- 
age the tapping of the region by a 
system of short and cheap lines con- 
necting with the United States. He 
€id not take any party advantage last 
year, but gave his cheerful support to 
the protective policy’ then announced, 
and declared yesterday that he could 
not see his way clear to renounce the 
policy ‘which ‘the minister: presehted 
dn his most se Ave Im + te 

feel compelled to oppose the pres 
measure inasmuch as it was . qon- 
demned -by the: legislature of British 
Columbia, the province most serious- 
ly concerned. 

Mr. Davin félt the same way about 
it. As a western man, living in ‘the 
midst of a great food growing coun- 
try, he wanted to. see the Kootenay 
market held for the prairie producers. 
But here was a measure offefing the 
‘whole country as a market .to the 
farmers of Washington and Idaho. 
‘This was not :what he bargained for 
last year, nor what the country ‘paid 
for. Like Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper, 
Mr. Davin felt disposed on this occa- 
sion to side with Mr. Tarte against 
the minister of railwaws. 

Mr. Oliver comes from the Nérth- 
west too, yet accepts the Corbin ‘pol- 
icy. Mr. Oliver is a liberal member, 
who supports the govérnmént' sthen 
he likes, and often opposes iti But 
there is one organization which he al- 
ways opposes, irrespective of party, 
and that is the Canadian Pacific rail- 
way. The Canadian Pacific railway 
does not want Mr. Corbin to come into 
-the Boundary district, and so Mr. 
"Oliver does. Mr. Oliver lives ina dis- 
trict which is at the mercy of the C. 
P. R. He has had no experience with 
Mr. Corbin, to whom, no doubt, dis- 
tance lends some attraction. 

And Mr. Bostock supports the bill 

v{ Instead of ore, the mines to which he 
refers produce “awe.” These things 
Mr. Bostock acquired in England, but 
one thing he has acquired from obser- 
vation of Mr. Fisher, the minister of 
agriculture. ' He obstructs his own 
bills by talking too long in support 

ready to vote in their favor at once. 
"Some day Mr. Fisher and Mr. Bostock 
will talk all their supporters out of 
the hoyse, and then the opposition 
will wake up and vote down their 
bill. 

Mr. Blair explained himself, with 
the object of explaining himself away. 
He did not get 80 far as that, because 
it is really quite-difficult to make the 
house believe that exclusive and in- 
clusive are the same thing. He says 
row that when he took 2 vote In or- 
der to obtaip the control of the Koo- 
tenay district for the Canadian sys- 
tem he only meant to obtain access, 
Lecause there was then no system 

together ‘a different” thing when one 
| road deme Tie © a t country was enjoy | Other: especially when théve: iad mo Ball and increasing trade; that the "to bE b HIS revenue was buoyant: that the statement is to say’ that exclusive returns gave. evidence of increased does not mean exclusive; that when 

control is promised it only means help- 
lessness; that the command of a mar- 
ket only meéans the pursuit of a mar- 
ket; and that an undertaking to keep 
the United States out of the: country 
really means letting them. in. It was 
such a labyrinth of contradictions 
through which Mr. Blair undertook to 
lead the house. He led them into it, 
and they are still hopelessly twisting 
their way through its mazes and wind- 
ings. No lady is there to furnish the 
coil of thread to help the wanderers 
cut, 

Mr. Mills and presumably his fel- 
low ministers are still absorbed in 
their dream of Mackenzie and Mann. 
‘When Sir John Carling wants a com- 
mittee to ascertain the best route to 
the Yukon, Mr. Mills cannot see any 
good in it.. There are only two ways 
to the Yukon, and these two ‘are one, 

and Mr. Mann. Any suggestion of a 
route that does not go wia them is 
useless and even vicious. ‘Not only is it 
immoral, but it is unconstitutional and 
flagrantly disloyal. The British flag 
¢n- this continent is hopelessly trailed 
in the dust unless Mr. Mackenzie and 
Mr. Mann are permitted to hold it up, 
and at the same time to hold up the 
people of Canada for the pick of all 
the gold lands in. the Yukon. Never- 
theless, Sir John Carling .got his com- 
mittee, which will consider whether it 
may not be possible for miners to get 
to the Yukon valley without giving 

the Yukon valley to contractors. The 
miners may yet get more good of the 
Yukon than to watch the contractors 
own it. 

Senator Perley in one house and 
Mr. Davin .in the other are curious 
about. Yukon liquor permits. Some 
day’ a’ whole letter may be made up 

{from thé curious and evasive answers 
giver by Mr. Sifton to the questions 
that havé been asked him. .The house 
has been in session two months. The 
answers during the first week or two 
left the impression that no liquor had 
been allowed to go near the Yukon. 
Then came a series of answers sug- 
gesting that the Northwest Eovern- 
ment might possibly have allowed a 
little to percolate towards the Arctic 

with the affair. Further diligent ques- 
tioning produced repeated assertions 
from Mr. Sifton that he had told all 
there was to tell, followed by a state- 
ment of the quantity of liquor in gal- 
lons. ° Lastly, after much - ingenious 
questioning, comes the admission that 
some 11,000 gallons were allowed to go 

tion of Mr. Sifton himself between May 
and August of last year. One of the 
fortunate persons who secured a per- 
mit to take in 2,000 gallons of whiskey 
was Mr. O’Brien, who is now in Otta- 
wa giving his opinions in favor of the 
Yuken contract and explaining that 
the delegates from the Klondvke who 
condemned the affair did not represent 
anybody. Mr. O’Brien, wno sells 
liquor, and Mr. Slavin, who slugs, are, 
it seems, the true representatives of 
the Yukcn miner. If they do not re- 
present things to .suit the ministry 
here, Mr. O’Brien may get no more 
permits and Mr. Slavin’s Yukon com- 
pany may be shut out from timber 
limits. S. D. 8. 

OTTAWA, April 6.—Mr. Fielding did 
not draw as good a house as last year 
on budget day. The old hands say 
that they have never seen so thin a 
house or so few in the gallery on the 
‘budget day any time in the last 

wounted by the newspapers. In a. mo- 
ment .of candor the secretary of state 
broke through the usual rule and told 
the senate three weeks ago what the 
government intended to do in the mat- 
ter of preferential trade. At a later 
date Sir Richard Cartwright, when 
Questioned on the West Indies nego- 
“tiation, gave the house to understand 
that the’ particulars ‘would be made 
known on budget day. Between these 
two : announcements it ‘was generally 
-understood that the preferential 
clauses of the tariff would be limited 
to British possessions, and that a 
ccncession would be made to the 
British West Indies. It was generally 
supposed that there would be no 

impressions were verified = by the 
: : 

~ DEADLY KIDNLY DISEASE: 
—— 

The Only Way to Avoid the Great 
Destroyer. 

Once clear to the individual that kidney 
of lime, which have their place in the human 

a lquid and’ one that will dissolve these solids, there will be little trifling with pills, end remedies of this charac 
cure. The success 

it 
whereof he is in charge. Mr. Bostock 

ney Cure 
immed 

and dissolves these alkalies and hard stances. It never fails. 

of them when there is a majority | 

there at all. He claims that it is al- | 

and their names are Mr. Mackenzie: 

circle. Next came a series of answers | 
implicating the Northwest governor ; 

to the Yukon by special recommenda- 

the general. belief | ¢ “that nett “was to be announced 
except what had already been 'dis- 

other changes in the tariff. All these 

disease is a result of uric acid and oxalate 

isease ‘with’ any medicine other ri 

powders 
ter, which can not poseibly effect a permanent 

of American Kid- 

n of ‘the financial situ- 
ation contained nothing new. ‘For the" 
Inst ten years the monthly’ trade re- 

~ Yenue and “expenditure ‘returns “have 
been ‘made publie through the Ga- 

' Zette, 10 ‘that the review’ of the’ Pre- 
vious year’s trade and finances and of 
the first nine months of the’ current 

‘ year: have Jost" their ‘interest. Mr. 
Foster, who ‘has a' rare gift of expo- 

, sition, was able to gathér together the 
; fadts ‘and ‘marshal them in a form 
; which attracted ‘attention. He in- 
j troduced the short form of budget 
: rpeech ‘and made the event popular. 
Mr. Fielding either has not that gift, 

. or does not exercise it, and the first 
part of his speech was simply a long 
citation of the figures that have al- 
ready appeared in the blue book. Any 
deputy will fix up such a collection of 
statistics for &ny minister. The light 
with which an original mind might’ 
illuminate these = returns did not 
brighten the finance speech of yester-’ 
day. 

Mr. Fieldi 
show that. 

commercial activity and that securi- 
ties of the great railways are at a 
value not known for 

. government had little fo do with this 
and that the chief factor in the matter 

+ was the large crop and the high prices. 
The farmer was at the bottom of it 

‘all, he explained, and incidentally 
went on to remark that the govern- 
went now in power was especially the 

; friend of ‘the farmer. A little more 
i detail in this part of the speech would 
perhaps have been better than the 

| reading of the long columns of barren 
- statistics previously printed, but Mr. 
Fielding did not explain how during 
the past year the farmer had received 
much help from the new tariff. He 
cid not compare the duty on farm 
implements, for instance, with that 
which prevailed in previous years. Mr. 

j Fielding did not undertake to show 
that any articles of consumption had 
Leen made cheaper to the man.on the 
farm. He did explain that under next 

* 

_ Year's minimum zariff some of the 
duties would be reduced, but he did 
not claim that next year’s minimum 
tariff had anything to do with, the in- 
creased income of the farmer. during 
last ‘year. ' Taking his figures . all 
through they went to show that the 
credit of the country, which he found 
gcod, has not been impaired since; 
that a trade which he found increas- 
irg has gone on as he found it; and 
that last year's wheat is sold at a 
Ligher price than prevailed for many 
years past, Mr. Fielding did not dwell 
on the manufactures. He gave no in- 
fcrmation of any kind as to whether 
manufacturing had increased or not, 

{ nor did he undertake to explain in 
~ what respect and how far the changes 
in the tariff ‘had affected the national 

. Industries, either farming or _ indus- 

‘ which some original information 
; might have been given and ought per- 
; haps to have been expected at the 
close of the first year of the new 
system. : 

It was odd, too, that Mr. Fielding, 
while pointing out in detail some of 
the tariff reductions, especially those 
relating * to the imperial preference, 
made no mention of the tariff in- 
creases, At least he made only one 
reference to it, and that was in the 

1 way of condemnation. He expressed 
| doubts as to the wisdom of the' in- 
; crease in the tobacco duties, and inti- 
| mated that if next year’s experience 
{ was like this year’s, that part of the 
, tariff would have to be brought back 
iitowards the old standard. fo 

One other remark bore upon the 
. liquor duties, which have also been 
: Increaséd. ‘Mr. Fielding explained 
i that Canada was now getting eight 
i million dollars revenue from liquor, 
. and observed that this was a matter 
to be considered in connection with 
prohibition. So far as this argument 
may make against prohibition it has 
Leen strengthened by the action of 
last session. The government has in- 
creased the revenue from lquor, and 
it now proposes to submit the plebis- 
cite to the people with a question as 
to the loss of revenue. By the legis- 
lation of last year and the action to 
be taken this’ year the government 
will have built up a plausible argu- 
ment against the temperance move- 
ment. Whether in case the vote goes 
against prohibition the duties will 
afterwards be reduced is a question 
cn which one may form his own opin- 
icn. At all events it is a queer _pro- 
ceeding for a government to increase 
by a million or two the excise and 
customs ravense from liguor and then 

the HOF vai Tor 
up by direct taxation. 

There are other tariff increases 
which Mr. Fielding passed over lightly 
enough, and thisiyear he adds one to 
the list. ° The British West India 
Islands are admitted to the Canadian 
market on terms below the general 
tariff rate. This will be an advant- 
age to the sugar trade with . these 
islands, but there is no reduction ‘on 
these sugars. The ' preference is ob. 
tained by an increase in the tariff on 
other Sugars, On the basis of the 
present trade the West India prefer- 
ence simply results in an increase in 
the revenue from sugar of about $400,- 
0C0. . ‘Whatever may. be said of the 
West India policy it will not be for- 
gotten that the farmer for whom Mr. 
Fielding professes to speak, and the 
other people of Canada, will have to 
pay next year an additional $400,000 
for their sugar. 

Going back to the general discus- 
sion -of the tariff we find Mr. Fielding 
branching out into a full fledged pro- 
tectionist. In his budget _Speech of 
lagt year he talked about protection 
as an evil which it was desirable to 
renounca at once but only possible to 
destroy by short and easy stages. 

with a sort of an apology, to the effect 
that it was dangerous to disturb trade 
too much at once. He did not then 
deny that protection was continued. 
He does not deny it now, but the 

or. us- | economy in’ old j trial. "This was a line of ‘enquiry én | 

The tariff of last year was introduced . 

1 apologetic tone seems to have depart- 
“] ed and the policy of protection then 

ued under a kind of protest 
seems now to be defended or at least explained as a permanent policy. 
Last year the claim was made that 
the tariff was one step in the direc- 
tion’ of free trade. This year there is ‘not a suggestion of a revenue tariff 
as the goal. Mr. Fielding explaineq 
that all the people in Canada seemed 
to be satisfied with the course of the 
government, and left the impression 
that he'intended to be satisfied with it himself. Tariff stability is his argu- 
ment now. ¢ 

At the same time he drew the line 
he held out a threat to the Protected 
manufacturer. He did not threaten to 
abolish : protection, but told him he 
must be vigilant. “I am afraid,” he 
said, “that there is no rest for the 
protected manufacturer. Eterna) 
vigilance must be the price of hig 
protection. He must be on guard all 
the time, for so long as there are high 
duties there will be consumers to pro- 
test against them. * * * The manu- 
facturer must never expect perman- 
ence until the tariff gets down to g 

brn yds régard them as per- 
manent. ‘It would be well then for 
the manufacturer to realize the fact 
that Canada had turned away from 
ithe high tariff policy, and from this 
ume the policy would be in the direc- 
ton of greater free trade.” 

If it seems that the words quoted 
are a contradiction of the previous re- 
marks about Myr, Fielding’s accept- 
ance of protection, the only answer is 
that there is the. same contradiction 
in Mr. Fielding’s, speech. He does sug- 
gest a possible reduction in duties, He 
also promises stability. In his whole speech, however, there is not a single 
word of declaration that the govern- 
ment proposes to abolish protection 
and place the duties on a revenue 
basis. That policy would appear, if 
the speech. is accepted as. govern- 
ment policy, to be utterly. and “eter- 
nally abandoned. It is true that Bir 
Wilrld Laurier declared for it in Eng- 
land last: year, and so did Mr. Field- 
ing, but we are no longer expecting 
the programme of this government to 
be the same in England as it is in 
Canada. * 

The language of: the finance minister 
was mentioned as a: threat. To the 
protecicd mamufaecturer it must mean 
that the course for him to adopt. is 
to maintain the Red Parlor. If he 
supposed - that the conditions were 
permanent it would not matter to 
him about politics, but he must keep 
in touch with the political powers and 
see that in some evil moment his pro- 
tection . is not diminished. It is. a 
warning to the Masseys, the Frosts, 
the Gurneys and the Bertrams, that 
they must not quarrel with the gov- 
ernment, 

The finance minister is silent on 
another point. . There was talk of 
bes ino ry red he  - has 

ttle to say about it. It would be 
hard for him to say anything with 
the estimates before him requiring the’ 
largest expenditure for the ordinary 
business of the country that has ever 
yet been demanded, and. with - the 
public accounts of last year’s expendi- 
ture in his hand. If the pledges of 
the party had been carried out, Mr. 
Fielding might have gone through the 
list of the various departments and - 

- shown how savings had beén effected. 
Instead, he was obliged to confine him- 
self mainly to one great economy. 
There is no denying that by two 
strokes the government ‘has reduced 
the -annual expenditure ‘by’ nearly 
$500,000. This is the saving ‘effected by 
cutting down ‘the rate of interest in 
the savings bank. All" Mr. Mulock’s 
cheese ‘parings, all’ the ‘savings and 
pickings in every possible direction in 
the whole government circle have not 
made’ up for other increases. This 
ene stands out as a Mménumeital sav- 
ing. It ‘reduced ‘the ‘deficit ‘of last 
year. It ‘may be’ accountable for all 
the surplus there is this year, and 
even on Mr. Fielding’s own showing 
it will be ‘accountable for the half of 
it. It may give him a half a million 
surplus next year. Yet how simple it 
is. It required no effort of statesman- 
ship, no sacrifice of ; comfort or con- 
venience, no: additional labor on the 
part of any minister or any member 
of the . government circle. All 
the sacrifice and inconvenience 
and extra labor is on the 
part of the depositor, and Mr. 
Fielding has explained that many of the depositors in the savings banks 
do not need any sympathy. 

Yet the finance minister did not 
suggest that the change was made for 
reasons of government economy. It 
was done, he said, in order to make 
money, cheap. If 
was; low. bank:inte 

‘low interest they would lend it at low 
interest. Already Mr. Fielding said 
the “inner circle” of business men 
who do business at the bank were 
gaining by the change. Replying to 
Dr. Sproule, he admitted that the 
poor debtor who got, small notes dis- 
ceunted had to pay the same interest 
as before. ‘But Mr. Fielding’'s sym- 
pathy. for him was something like 
that for the depositcrs in the savings 
banks. He rejoiced in the gain that 
the banks of the country was making 
and of the advantage to what he 
called ‘the inner circle.” 

The finance minister remarks that 
the interest paid in the savings banks, 
two and a half per cent, amounts to 
about the same as that paid to .the 
English capitalists on the last. loan, 
which, at an earlier period, he placed 
at two and seven-eighths per cent. 
Mr. Fielding adds the cost of savings 
bank management, which is thus 
charged to the depositor. When the 
same valuation was put upon the loan 
a few months ago, as Mr.. Field- 
ing puts on it now, the government 
organs. persisted in declaring that this 
Wag an unfair statement, and that the 
true rate was, only two and three- 
quarters. Mr. Fielding gave theright 
value and showed that for fifty years 
to come, notwithstanding prospective 
decreases in the current rate, the 
country will pay within one-eighth of 
3 per cent on this ten million loan. At 
the same time we are refusing to pay 
more than two and a half per cent on 
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