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THE GERRARD STREET MYSTERY, 
A Strange Story, That Was Not Made Public Till the 

Death of One of the Principal Actors 
\ 

(From Belford’s Magazine.) 

CHAPTER 1.—Continued. 

She took from a pigeon-hole a hand- 
ful of correspondence, and proceeded 
to run her eye over the addresses. 

‘When about half the pile had been 

exhausted, she stopped, and propound- 
ed the usual enquiry in case of 
strangers: ii 
“Where do you expect letters from? 

“From Toronto,” I replied. 
To my no small astonishment she 

immediately handed me a letter, bear- 
ing the Toronto post mark. The ad- 
dress was in the peculiar and well- 

known handwriting of my uncle Rich- 

ard. 
Scarcely crediting the evidence of 

my sepses I tore open the envelope 

and read as fellows: 

“Toronto, 9th December, 1861. ; 
“My Dear William, I, Sram aid is. 

know that you are coming 

much sooner ‘than you expictd hic 
you wrote last, apd that you will eat 
your Christmes dinner with us. For 
reasons which ‘vou will learn when 
you arrive, it will not be a very merry 

Christmas at our house, but your 

presence will make it muck more bear- 
able than it would be without you. I 
have not told Alice that you are com- 
ing. Let it be a joyful surprise for her, 
as some compensation for the sor- 
rows she has had to endure lately. 
You needn’t telegraph. I will meet 
you at the G. W. R. station. 

“Your affecticnate uncle, 

“RICHARD YARDINGTON.” 

“Why, what's the matter?” asked my 
friend, seeing the blank look of sur- 
prise on my face. “Of course the let- 

ter is not for you; why on earth did 

you open it?” 

“It is for me,” I answered. “See 
here, Gridley, old man; bave you been 
playing me a trick? If you haven't, 
this is the strangest thing I ever knew 
in my life.” 

Of course he hadn’t been playing me 
a trick. ‘A'moment’s reflection showed 
me that such a thing was impossible. 
Here was the envelope, with the Tor- 
onto pest mark of the Yth of Decem- 
ber, at which time he had been with 
me on board the Persia, on the Banks 
of Newfoundland. Besides, he was a 
gentleman, and would not have played 

so poor ard stupid a joke upon : his 

guest. And, to Dut the matter be- 

yond all possibility of doubt, I remem- 
bered that I had never mentioned my 
cousin’s name in his hearing. 

I handed him the letter. He read it 
carefully ‘through twice over, and was 

as auch mystified at its contents asg 
myself; for durin gthe passage across 
the Atlantic T had explained to him 
the circumstances under ‘which I was 
returning home. 

By what conceivable means had my 
uncle been’ made aware of my depart- 
ure f 

path ‘written to him as soon as I ac- 
quainted him with my’ iritentions? But 
even if such were the case the letter 
could ‘not have left before I did, and 
could not possibly have reached Tor- 
onto by the 9th of Décember. Had I 
been seen in England by some one who 
knew me, and had that someone writ- 
ten from there? Most unlikely; and 
even if such a thing had happened, it 
was impossible that a letter could have 
reached Toronto by the 9th. I need 
hardly inform the reader that there 
was no telegraphic communic lon at 
that time. And how, could m¥..uncle 
know that I would take the Boston. 
route? And if - he had’ known how 
could he forsee that I would do any- 
thing so absurd as.to call at the Bos- 
ton post office and inquire for letters? 
“I will meet you at the G. W. R. sta- 
don.” How was he tg know by what 
train. I would reach Toronto, unless I 
notinfied him by telegraph? And that 
he expressly stated to be unnecessary. 
‘We did no more sight-seeing. I 

obeyed the hini contained in the letter 
and sent no telegram. My friend ac- 
companied me down to the Boston and 
Albany station, where I waited in fev- 
erish impatience for the ,departure of 
the train. We talked over the matter 
until 11.30, in the vain hope of finding 
some clue to the mystery. Then I 
started on my journey. Mr. Gridley’s 
curiosity was roused, and I promised 
to send him an explanation immediate- 
ly upon my arrival at home. 
No sooner had the train glided out 

of the station than I settled myself in 
my seat, drew the tantalizing letter 
once more from my pocket and pro- 
ceeded to read and re-read it again 
and again. A very few perusals suf-| 
ficed to fix its contents in my, a 
ory, so that I could repeat every - TY 
with my eyes shut. Still, I continued | 
to scrutinize the paper, the. 
ship and even the tint of the 

purpose, except that I : 
mysterious manner, to obtain ‘m 
light on the dark subject. No light 
come, however. The more I scrutin- 
ized and pondered, the greater was 
my mystification. THe paper was a 
simple sheet of white letter paper, of 
the ordinary kind used by iny uncle 
in his ‘correspondence, So: far as I 
could see there was nothing peculiar 
about the ink. Anyone familiar with 
my uncle’s writing could Rave sworn 
that no hand but his penned the lines. 
His well-known -signature, a master- 
piece of involved hieroglyphics, was 
there in all its indistinctness, written. 
as no ome but himself could ever have 
written jt. And yet, for some unac- 
countable reason, I was half-disposed. 
to suspect forgery. Forgery! What 
nonsense, ‘Anyone clever enough to. 
imitate Tiithard Tardington’s . hand+ 
writing would have employed his ta- 
lerts more profitably than by induilg- 
ing in a mischievous: and purposecless 
jest. Not a bank in Toronto but would 
have discounted a note with that sig- 

“ature affixed to it: . 

Desisting from all attémpts to solve 
these problems, I then fried to fathom 
the neaning of other points in the let- 
ter. ‘What misfortune had happened 
to mar the Christmas festivities at my 
uncle’s house? And what could the 
references to my cousin Alice's sorrows 
mean? She was not ill. That, 1 

Melbourne? Had Mr. Red-{" 

‘appeared, its place 

thought, might be taken for granted. gan his narrative. 

My uncle would shardly have referred 
to her illness .s ‘‘one of the sorrows 
she has had to endure lately.” Qer- 
tainly, illness may be regarded in the 
light of a sorrow; but “sorrow” was 
not precisely the word which a 
straightforward man like Uncle Rich- 
ard would have applied to it. I could 
conceive of no other cause of affliction 
in her case. My uncle was well, as 
was evidenced by his having written 
the letter, and by his avowed intention 
to meet me at the station. Her father 
had died long before I started for LAu- 
stralia. ‘She had no: other near rela- 
"tive except myself, and she bad no 
cause for anxiety, much less,for “sor- 
row,” on my account. I thought it 
singular, ‘too, that my 
having in some 
ner ' ‘become acquainted © with my 
movements, had withheld the know- 
ledge from Alice. = It "did not square 

sof With my preconceived ideas of him 
that he would ilertve any satisfaction 
from taking his niece by surprise, 
All was a muddle together, and as 
my ‘temples throbbed with the inten- 
sity ‘of my thoughts, I was hglf-dig- 
posed to. believe myself in a troubled 
dream from which I should presently 
awake. Meanwhile, on glided the 
train. A 

A heavy snow storm delayed us for 
several hours, and we reached Hamil- 
ton too late for the mid-day express 
for Ioronto. We got there, however, 
in time for the accommodation leaving 
Hamilton at 3.156 p. m., and we would 
reach Toronto at 5.05. I walked from 
-one end of the train to the other in 
hopes of finding some one I knew, 
from whom I could make inquiries 
about home. Not a soul. I saw sev- 
eral persons whom I knew to be resi- 

dents of Toronto, but none with whom 
I had ever been personally acquainted, 
and none. of them would be likely to 
know anything about my uncle’s do- 
mestic arrangements. All that re- 
mained to be done under these circum- 
stances was to restrain my curiosity 
as well as I could until reaching Tor- 

onto. . By the by, would my uncle real- 
ly meet me at the station, according 

to his promise? Surely not. By what 

means could he possibly know that I 

would arrive by this. train? Still, he 
seemed to have such accurate infor- 
mation respecting my proceedings, 

that there was no saying where his 
knowledge began or ended. I tried 

not to thing about the matter, but as 

the train approached Toronto my im- 
patience became positively feverish in 
its intensity. We were not more than 
‘three minutes behind time, gnd as we 
glided in front of the Union Station, I 
passed out on the platform of the car, 
and peered intensely through the dark- 
ness. Suddenly my heart gave a great 
bound. There, sure enough, standing 
inf) ont of the door of the waiting- 

‘was my uncle, plainly discern- 
ible by the fitful glare of the overhang- 
ing lamps. Before the train came to 
a stant still, I sprang from the car 
and advanced towards him. He was 
lcoking out for me, but his eyes, not 

being as young as mine, he did not re- 

cognize me until I grasred him by the 
‘hand. He greeted me warmly, seizing 
me by the wrist, and almost raising 
‘me. from the ground. I at once no- 
ticed ‘several changes in his appear- 
ance; changes for which I was totally 

unprepared. ‘He had aged very much 
since’ I had 1ast seen him, and the 
lines: about ‘his mouth had deepened |. 
considerably.’ . The iron . grey : hair 
which IT remiembered so well had dis- 

‘being supplied 
with a new and ‘rather dandified- 
looking wig. The old-fashioned great 
coat, which He had worn ever since I 
could, remember, had been supplanted 
by a modern frock of spruce cut, with 
‘seal skin cillar ‘and cuffs. ‘All this I 
noticed in the sirst hurried greetings 
that passed between us. 

“Never mind your luggage; my boy,” 
he remarked. “Leave it till tomorrow, 
when we will send down for it. If you 
are not tired, we’ll walk home, instead 

of taking ‘a cab. I have a good deal 
to say to you before we get there.” 

I had not slept since leaving Boston, 
but was too much excited to be con- 
scious of fatigue, and as will readily 
be believed, T was anxious enough to 
hear what he had to say. We passed 
from the station, and proceeded up 
York street, arm in arm. 

“And now, Uncle Richard,” 
as soon as we were well clear of the 
crowd—‘keep me no longer in sus- 
pense. First and foremost, is Alice 
well 2 & 

“Quite well, but for redsons you will 
rd {soon understand, she is in deep grief. 

‘¥pu must know that——"’ 

7 “But,” 1 interrupted, “tell me; in the 

5] a We came to the corner of 
Front street, where was a lamp post. 
As we reached the spot where the light 
of lamp . iv Was most briliant, he 
‘turned half round, looked me full in 
the face, and. smiled a sort of wintry 
smile, The ‘expression of his counten- 
ance was almost ghastly. 

“Unele" 1 quickly said, “what's the 
matter? ‘Are you not well?” 

“I am not, as strong as I used to be, 
and have had a good deal to try me of 

late. Have ‘patience, and I will tell 

you all. Let us walk more slowly, or 
1 shall not have time to finish before 
we get home. In order that you may 
clearly understand how ‘matters are, I 
had. better begin at the beginning, and 
I hope you wiil not: interrupt me with 
any questions till T have done. How 
I knew: you would call at the Boston 
post-office, and that you would arrive 
in Toronto by this train, will come last 
in order, By the bye, have you my 

letter with you?” 
‘The one you wrote to me at Boston? 

Yes, here it is,” 1 replied, taking it 

fro mmy pocket book. 

“Let me have it.” : ; 
I handed it to him and he put it into 

the breast pocket of his inside coat. I 

wondered at this proceeding on ‘his 
part, but made no remark upon it. 

We moderated our pace, and he bes 

Of course IT don't 

‘ncon of pneumonia. 

I said, 

| pretena’ to Wohibinbir his exact waras) B 
but thy were to this effect. During | 
the winter following my departure for | 

had formed ‘the ac-| 
gentleman who had} 

Melbourne, hi 

quaintance of 
OU ‘0jUOcIO]; UF Paes A[3usdoal usaq 
name of this gentleman was 

Weatherley, who had commenced 
business as a wholesalé provision mer- 
chant, immediately upon. his arrival, 

and had been engaged in it ever since. 
For more than'three years the ac-, 
quaintance between him and my uncle’ 
had been very slight, but during the 
last summer they had had some real 
estate transactions together, and had 
become intimate. ''Weatherley, who 
was a comparatively young man, and 

unmarried, had been invited to the 

house on Gerrard, street, where he had 
more recently become a pretty fre- 
quent visitor. More recently still, his 
visits had become so frequent that my 
uncle had suspected him of a desire to 
be attentive to my cousin, and had 
thought proper to enlighten him as to 

her engagement with me. From that 
day his visits had been voluntarily dis- 
continued. My ‘uncle had not given 
mucl. consideration to the subject un- 
til a fortnight afterwards, when he had 
accidentally become aware of the fact 
that Weatherley was in embarrassed 
circumstances; 

Here my. uncle paused in his narra- 
tive to ‘take breath. He then added, 
in a low tone, ard putting his mouth 
almost close to my ear:— 

(To be Continued.) 

THE ALLEGED HORSE STEALING 
CASE. 

To the Editor of the Sun: 

Sir—Referring to the item which ap- 
peared in the public press last week 
to the effect that I had stolen a horse, 

I crave the use of your columns to 
state most emphatically that there is 
not.a word of truth in the charge. The 
horse in question was placed’ in my 
hands by the owner, Russell P. Hoyt, 
manager of the Mineral Product Co., 
Hillsborough, Albert Co. at the time 
of its purchase two weeks ago, and 
remained in my possession, with Mr. 
Hovt’s knowledge and assent, down 
to the time of my arrest for assault. 
I had authority to sell the horse to the 
best advantage (the express purpose 
for which it was bought and placed 
in my charge), the understanding be- 
ing that such horse was to be disposed 
of by me for the mutual profit of the 
owner and myself. When the chief of 

police informed me that he had ‘been 
wired to about this horse, I stated to 
him that upon an order from Mr. Hoyt 
being produced I was willing it should 
be returned. I assumed, of course, 
that Mr. Hoyt, knowing the circum- 
stances and seeing the accusation 

against me that I had stolen the 
horse spread abroad in the newspa- 
‘pers, would publicly relieve me of this 
grave imputation. However, since he 
has not done so, I can only place the 
facts before the public in simple fus-! 
tice to myself, 

ROGER VARIAN, V. S. 

JOHANNESBURG TERRORIZED. 

During ithe last eighteen months the 
position of the uitlander in the Trans- 
vaal has become steadily worse. Not 
a week passes without leaving him a 
little ‘poorer, alittle more hopeless, a 
little more unhappy. “And yet, this 
being so,” says 
London, the Frenchman in Paris, the 
Germuan in Berlin, the American in 
New York and San Francisco, “you 
uitlanders do nothing, even say noth- 

ing. You call no public meetings, you 
make no united protests, you lay inert 
like brute beasts!” The reproach, al- 
though natural, is not just. Before 
the disastrous incursion of Dr: Jame- 
son the wuitlanders in Johannesburg 
had petitioned till they were sick, 
‘argued until they were hoarse, ‘en- 
treated until self-respect commanded 
silence, agitated and agitated until 

‘they. being unarmed, defenceless, and 
discouraged, were finally prevented 
by law from coven calling or attending 
a public meeting. So the silence of 
the uitlander commenced. Bound and 
helpless, ‘what can he do but writhe? 
Since the collapse of the reform move- 
ment, - the  uitlanders’' have been like 
the gasping fish, landed high and dry 
on hot'sand.—Johannesburg Star. 

CARLETON CO. DR THS. 

(Woodstock Dispatch.) 
Mrs. Andrew Tweedie of Wicklow 

died very suddenly last Friday after- 

She leaves a 
large family. 
Mrs. Harvey McKinney of Hart- 

land died very suddenly on Friday. 
Mrs. Henry Wilson died at Lake- 

ville ‘on Tuesday last, aged 68 years. 
Her maiden name was Lathern, and 
ther mother was a sister to Fred Moore. 
George Cox of Hartland is in deep 

trouble over the death of his little 
girl, Dora, about seven years old. Her 
death occurred on Monday morning. 
Mrs. - John Hannah of Jacksonville 

.died on the 29th uit, Se three a0. 
‘and wo daughters. : 

| Gibson ‘passed away last Monday, af-' 
ter a protracted illness from dropsy. 
He has been in the grist milling busi- 
- ness for a great many years, and the 
‘very large patronage he received went 
to prove the excellence of his work. 
A wife, one son and four daughters 
survive to mourn their loss. 
Malcolm Merrithew, an old resident, 

died at his home in Greenville on Fri- 
day last. The day before his death he 
had visited his daughter, Mrs. George 
Hare, at Monticello. Mr. ‘Merrithew 
leaves a willow, one son, Alfred, and 
two daughters, Mrs. Hare and Miss 
Helen Merrithew. he? 
On the 28th ult. one of Xo kd 14nd 

marks of Meductic passed away. Mrs. 
George Porter, aged 80 years, died very 
suddenly of heart failure. Mrs. Porter 

leaves two sons, David of Hartland 
and Geo, W. of Lower Woodstock, and 
six = dau 

Mrs. Thomas A. Lounsbay of Ludlow, 
Maine; Mrs. David Oilts of Lower 
"Woodstock, Mrs; Jagob 0. Porter of 
Meductic, Mrs: Wm. Gibson’ of . Ben- 
ton, and Mrs. James Brouthers of Me- 
ductic. She leave twenty-two’ grand- 
children and. six great-grandchildren. 

Charlotte ‘B. Jenkins of Boston, who 
recently sued for ‘a divorce from her 
husband,” Thomas Jenkins, on the 
ground of desertion, has been. granted 
a decree nist by the Suffolk = court. 
They were married in St. John in 1873, 
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gent, 1" 'The NAME 
Office m be sent ——— 

With the opening of the 
New Year a radical change 
will be made in the publi- | 
cation of the WEEKLY SUN; 
a change that we feel sure 
will be heartily appreciated 

by all subscribers. 

Commencing January Ist 
1898, the WEEKLY SUN 
will be issued in two parts 
of 8 pages each,—one part 
on ‘Saturday, January 1st, 

and the 2nd part onWednes- 

day, January 5th—and this 

new. departure will be con- 

FATAL PHILADELPHIA FIRE. 

PHILADELPHIA, May 11.—Three 
persons were burned to death and pro- 
erty amounting to $255,000 was des- 
troyed by a fire which originated to- 
day in the big six story building oczu- 
pied by, McCadden Bros. wholesale 
dealers in toys and fireworks, 619 
Market street. The dead are: William 
McCadden, a member of the firm; 
Charles Richardson, a packer; Miss 

Evelyn G. Caldwell, stenographer and | ye is removing to practice his profes- Dpewriter. The fre orighiseat in tha | flop. On Saturday evening he was 
caused by the explosion of fireworks, wa fed, i Bbc oy r. 
which had recently been brought into | ong presented with oh, Py i 
the store and were being’ unpacked. ARB oo 8, 0 
At the time of the explosion there were, adr i Ph SEAR fu] goin 
25 persons in the building. It is sup-'|” 
posed that the three persons who per- 
ished were on the upper floor, and 
after making their way to the second 
floor were caught by the flames. Less 
than half an hour after the explosion 
the McCadden establishment was a 
mass of flames. The fire quickly com- 
"municated to 617 and 621 Market street, 
occupied respectively by the Reading 
"Hardware Co., and Brainerd, Arm-’ i] : 
strong & Co., 8 silk manufactur- i Rs RE 
ers, a Presa ‘Co, agents for George. Nelsen, of Nelson's Hollow, 
the National Wall Paper Co. The'{ 'WO niles from Doaktown, dropped 
building occupied by McCadden Bros. | 9¢ad Monday morning. He was as- Was completely gutted, but the 8d- sisting. in; running a tot logs, and . 

ood work of the firémen, vious illness. He. was about fifty years of age. He leaves a widow, to 
whom ‘he. was ’ cmeried, about three CANADIAN TRADE, years ago.. 

The Anglo-Canadian Trade Makes a Good 
Showing. 

it 1000 startling’ reduction in thei wih 
' annual subscription, and to  GHSURS PrOTApE sia with you 

offer the WEEKLY SUN to ap 
er Glasier of 14 In h De: Thus Giving the News to Subscribers who pay in ad- | very unfortunate with his rh of 

All Subscribers While t adi t £ 25 SN oe) a og svg fr vance a a scount 0. twenty-four dead ‘and one missing, It Is Fresh and per. e ent ‘suppesed to be done by dogs. 

Timely. s Henceforth the WEEKLY Aa RE ee Siac ‘ ¥: an e Rk - 4 state that the fish business has : : he strictly cash’ basis, and’ tn mon by the War. None of the : ice | SubSeribers who are in ar- | Sand Bank vessels have gone to sea, Go to Your Post Office Twice rears can take SAvANLAZE | oe iis 18 Wholly confined to ths 
& Week Henceforth for |of this unparalleled offer y Word: Weis: restive frotn Soha Kit squaring their bills and re- |» 

d £ 
rn Sat ni Your Favorite Fam- mittin g g 5cts. for the new af Ho Heat Sp rig combi 1 J el 
ig rai well. All the ‘brook y ourn al year. : : ves are in the main river. Mr. Kil- : 

il yh on pmb oy out with about 

Misa Doherty, who for some time 
ne op im her brother, W. Do- 
erty of. M t Pleasant,’ - 

day tor het hosia in Eon tid gy 
B. W. Botsford, manager of the Mer~ 
chants’ Bank of Halifax here, and Mr. 
Kenny of Halifax left for Nova Scotia 
today, over the Great Northern rail- 
way—Vancouver World, May 3rd. 

Dr. 1. C. 5 of Marysville left 
Monday afternoon for Montreal, where 

———PO 

Mrs. Arthur MeClennan, a -young 
woman. of Marlboro, Mass., is lament- 
ing. the, loss. of her husband, who ar- - 
rived there, from . Nova Scotia six 
raonths ago. Mrs, McClennan says 
they. ‘were ‘married last’ month, and 
‘that her husband left her at the end 
of two weeks. She says $250 of her. 
money is missing. 

year." By this plan read: 

The executive of the Liberal Con- 
will receive the advantage 
of the best news service 
ever attempted in the Mari- 

time Provinces. : 

The WEEKLY SUN fear- 

lessly Invites ‘comparison 

corner. on the 10th inst. and trans- 
acted considerable business. The  fol- 

MONTREAL, lowing officers were elected: Presi- 
London correspondent cables: - ‘“The | dent,’ W, H. Thorne; vice-president, war ‘has not affected the remarkable | north end, Dr. Wm. Christie; west advance in Anglo-Canadian trade, The | ‘end, W. D. Baskin; south end, W. C. exports to Canada from Great Britain | Pitfield; PfEme-treaauyen, J. TT. during April increased 81-3 per cent; Hartt. Ae ER and for the first four months of the RR A or AE OTR year increased 1I per ‘cent. The ‘ex- boa serious acefdent occurred at Red 
ports to all countries, however, de-{ Pine Tuesday morning to Elijah creased 11 and 5 per cent. respective- | Fhompson of Moncton, who was act- with any of its. @oNLemPOr- | essed 11 and 5 per cen Canada. for | IE @s brakeman on a west bound 
‘April increased 321-2 pér cent, and | &pecial, . It appears he was passing 

May © 11.—The Star's 

firm deals in maple, 
England, and suggested that they 
‘might handle any that we have to sell 
The secretary was instructed to! com- 
Jmunicate with this firm at once, 

A wall Keown foveF. £ ahs resi- 

aries. It is a newspspon for the first four months of the year | between two cars, when he slipped 

Bathurst, Where: Dr. Duncan attended 
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