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OTTAWA, March 21.—If the “con-
servative chiefs” defeat the Yukon
bill in the senate “they will show the
necessity of a reform both immediate
and complete in the ‘senate.’’ These
are the sentiments of Mr. Tarte's La
Patrie, whicn Mr. Greenshields' paid

{ friends-should attach” some' valus to

, the following  precendents. J

|
i .
! dent action on the Dritamond counties

, 1adrity, and i one |
ntioned where the  secrétary of

state found himself on the-same side

Last year the ‘senate took indepen- | with the majority and in = position to
defeat 4 government bjll, it does not

raflway bill' They gave the bill the |'appear that he changed his vote to the

six months' holst, whieh it richly de- | other side.. .-

served, and as a result,, even though
the policy of the government should
now be carrried out, a saying of more
than half a million dollars is effected

P
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Mr. Tarte’ may threaten to ref
the senate if it refuses to be bull-
dosed; but if: the senate -should . be

stampeded by any such adventurer in
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letter containing an bffer after it had
reached the party addressed and be-

perhaps not sustained by English law, |
which Mr. Russell says is “less philo-
 Sophical.” ' But whether it is or not
‘the position relates to contracts.  We
may assume that the professor of con-
tracts at Dalhousie knows his subject,
but as Mr: Quinn, Mr. Bergeron and
Mr. .Casgrain contended, the relations

fore it was opened. This position is |

heavier - yet, but when it comes to
|.inaking & persuasive speech hq weighs
‘I'half a ton. The other two men were
Canadians, one of them a French Can-
| adian, and have been living in the
neighborhood of -Dawson City for
Some . years. .One 'is a dector, whoge
original home is in Belleville, Mr. Liy-
ernagh was the chief Speaker, g,
and his friends were commissioned py
the miners around . 'the Klondyke tq

v e e et |

to bhave it on te

out from all the g
1in route, it is ve
any other, and the
when they’ were
they met two wee
ing in who had cg

One of them said,

man who told us
I would kill him,’

i For Mr. Blair
for ‘with his own cheque, as he says by the year’s delay. E
hc;mselt or with the cheque of the:lib- . himself told a committee last  week
eral pa'.rty, &s Mr. Tarte says. La that he has now an option td purchase
Patrie goes on to say ‘that in case the : for $1,600,000 a line for which by the

though closely
clined to advi
ment as to
had come to beg

between Mr. Bruneau and Mr. Edgar
are not exactly those of two parties
to a contract. Mr. Bruneau was not
selling the constituency of Richelieu

lay certain grievances before the
government. - They have the names of
2,490 miners: to their credentials ang
there are no more miners in that part

office’ as' J. Israel Tarte, the country
will at¢once perceive that it needs to
] be reformed out of existence alto-
gether.. A branch of the legislature

AN

senate throws out the bill *Sir Wil-
frid Laurier znd his colleagues will
not lack eithLcr the courdge or the de-
termination to face the new situation
thrust upon them.’” Such is the last

been pre:eded by one every day for
the laat two weeks.

The party organ ‘n Toronto began
the discussicn in the same tone, but on
reflection concluded, to change. * Now
it is patting the senators on the back.
It says they are patriotic men and in-
dependent men, and remarks that “it
would be absurd to threaten thé€ sen-
ate, as it is amenable to nobody and
nobody can punish it if’it goes wrong.""
‘Why should one organ threaten the
senate and the other say that threats
are absurd? = Probably because th“e
French ' Canadian .organ reaches a
body of men whom Mr. Tarte thinks
he can frizhten. obably because
the Globe reaches a body of men whom
Mackenzie and Mann hope to be able
to seduce. As a maitter of fact, it is
understood that four or five conserva-
tive senators from Ontario expect to
vote for the bill, but if the Globe should"
adopt the language of La Patrie they
would see the Globe hanged before
they would do anything of the kind.
‘The senators from Ontario are not to
be intimidated, but perhaps two or
three of them may be influenced.

]

It is sald that Senator Sanford, for
instance, will vote for the bill. I now
‘have nothing to say against Senator
Sanford, and do not suppose that there
is apy. truth in the charge made by
the Tcronto Globe and other papers
that he was appointed by the conser-
vatives in ‘consideration of contribu-
tions 10 the election fund.: Senator
Sanford makes good store clothes and
Le is knows in the ready made shops
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. He
also makes good tunics for militiamen,
but when the government  changed
two years ago Mr. Sanford’s company
lost the tupic contract, which went ‘to
& Montreal house, The senator lives

in Hamilton and the Hamilton organ: |

of the Laurier government announces |
that the contract is to be restored to
Mr. Sanford' again. The Hamilton
Times rejoices at this because it brings.
work back to Hamilton, and is also
quite well satisfied if it should have
some effect in bringing an additional
vote to the government’'s. Yukon pol-
icy. This is what the Times says, but
the present .correspondent’ offers no
further observations. i
It is understood -hat the Canadian
Pacific company is' actively assisting
Mackepzie gand Mann.  Sir William
¥an Horna played a rather’ sharp
game on Hamiltén Smith. The latter
. thbught "that the xnight was convey-
“ing to Mr. Sifton 'a message which
somehow  failed to be delivered with
the full .force intended. By this time
the position of the C. P. R. is so well
known that Mr. Smith would pever
think of committing his interests to
the care of the president of that.com-
pany. It will probably be found if
the Yukon railway is built that the C.
P. R. will operate it as a part of their
system. Senator McInnis, an excel-
lent conservative, is a director of the
C. P. R, and Senator MclInnis is ex-
bected to vote for the contract. An-
cther conservative senator 'from On-
tario has a son in the employ. of Mac-
kenzie jand Mann. This firm is carry-
ing on extensive operations in many
places and has room for a number of -
sons. There is no veason why sons'of |
senators should not secure ' employ-
. ment and rapid advancement in their
service, : Nevertheless, there is not a
majority of the senate in favor of the
bill, and it is doubtful whether any
amount of persuasion and any amount
of threatening ‘will give the contrac-
tors the majority in the house. All
the selfish inducements may be in that
direction, but it will perhaps be found
that the senators of Canada are not
all, nor even the half of them, to be
80 controlled. -

With singular unanimity the governt
ment organs assume that the senatk
as an irresponsible body has no right
to set aside the decision of the major-

ity of the commons in-a matter of this
kind.. - They argue that the people’s
representatives have decided this mat-
ter and will be held resporsible by the

-
.
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a government which has the c
dence of the other chamber. This ar-
gument is presented in various forms
day after day and 18 expected to con-
vince ‘the senstors that ' their pnly
business is ‘to upset private bills and
ratify government measurés.. A year
ago ‘the same position was taken in re-
gard to the course of the senate on the
Drummond bill. | At that time it was
pointed out:in this correspondencs .
that the minister now in the senate,
and . the party there supporting Sir
“Wilfrid Laurier, was not in a position
to take any such ground. During
their whole history the senators have:
acted as if they had a right to express
their own convictions by their speeches
of ‘the

3% | ming. Neither he nor any reasonable

“act of the senate against the vote and

1 80 we go back a little farther.

threat of Mr. Tarte’s organ, but it had , fin 1004 Government bill Lor the re-

| the. commons. The six months’, hoist

“measure ought to . be

-be a commons measure relating ®/-

L ber.

. took the proper ground that he and

pconfirming the contract with a Can-

and when his party of nineteen voted

blamed the mingrity in the other

‘sure: to provide for the construction
-of the Esguimault dock. 'l'ms_waa al-
together a money bill and the senate’l may be taken as admitted. .

.the right and according to the duty

- Sir Mackenzle . Bowell and his friends |

no good,

{have voted for them if"he had seen

bill ‘of last year he would have paid
$2,200,000. It is true that this was the’

wish of the.govarnment in that body,

arrangement of subsidies to the Win-
nipeg and Great Northern' railway
came from the house of commons. : It
‘was an important measure having to
do with the proposed Hudson Bay
system. /But the liberal leader in the
senate moved the six months' hoist,
and with all his followers voted for it.
The men who voted thus are .not in a
rosition to say that senators have no
right to vote the six months’ hoist to
& government railway bill, -

In 1891 the present secretary of state
moved the six months’ hoist - to the
‘Winnipeg ‘and Hudson Bay  railway
bill and with -all his supporters voted
for it. Here again was afliirmed the
right of the senate to throw out a
government bill carried by the house
of commons.

In 1889 the Harvey-Sallg,bury bill
passed the commons and came to the
senate. It was a government bill and
‘was supported by 3 large fmajority in

was moved this time by a conserva-
tive and the measure was thrown out.
The secretary of state and all his sup-
portérs who were then. in the house
with the solitary exception of Mr.
Power ‘9of Halifax, voted to veto gov-
ernment legislation. In this case they
were successful, but the case is none
the stronger for that, becauge = the
right of a senator to vote according
to his conviction is not changed by
the fact that either a minority or a
majority of his fellow members agree
with him,

In 1386 the whole opposition party
of that day led by Senator Scott, voted
against 4 subsidy bill for a railyay
on Vancouver Island. Either that year
or the next they supported the six
months’ hoist to another government
measure about Chinese immigration.

In 1885 the secretary of staté moved
the six months’ hoist to a government
measure ~that had passed the com-
mons. by pearly a two-thirds major-
ity. This was a bill.'particularly re-
lating -to the other branch of parlia-
ment, It was thé franchise bill' de-
termining  the qualification of voters
for the house¢ of commons. If any
allow-
ed to g0 ' -through  without
interference by the sgenate it should

tirel¥ to elections for thé other cham-
Yet here again the secretary of

then constituted his party in the up-
per house, voted to veto the = bill.
Three years before they had done the
same thing in reg: to the redistri-
bution bill, which d d the consti-
tuencies to be represented by mem-
bers of the commons. This also wes
a4 measure affecting exclusively ‘the
membership of the other chamber and
was therefore less open to action by

gislation. But the seeretary of state

his colleagues were there to treat the
measure on its qxerils, as they under-
stood the case, and to act as a body
of conscientious 1legislators. .

Now we come to .a measure more
nearly resembling the one under con-
sideration. It was & bill of still greater .
fmportance and of equal urgency. In
1£81 the house of commons passed, by
a two-thirds majerity, the measure

adian Pacific -.combany for the con-

state and every other liberal in the
chamber. They did not express the
least doubt of their power to act in
the premises. It mever occurrred to
them that it was their duty not to
interfere with a “business measure”
that had been accepted by the other
chamber. On the contrary, the liberal
leader, Senator Scott, claimed it to be
kis duty to protect the country from
the disasters and dangers which he
supposed to be involved in the bill
He was acting quite within his rights,

straight for the six months’ hoist, no-
body blamed them any more than they

" ¥n 1880, ‘Senator

houss against another subsidy mea-

had no more right to interferg with it
than with the measure noWw before:
that body. ; 5

. What was in the power and within
.of _S2nator Scott and his friends in

and 1895 is 'within .the = power and

rights and according to the duty of

ing to_thei S t'of the measure |
befors them.  If' they believe it to be
pruent and right they ought to vote |,
for {t’ It ‘they' believe: it to-be victous:
and imprudent,  they are bound by
their “duty” and their oath to vote
against it The mere accident that
they may compose the majority of the
chamber cannot' possibly affect their
duty in the case. They were not sworn
to vote against bad measures only.on
such occasions as.their vote could-do
The secretary of state will
hardly ‘say that on all the eccasions
‘above “mentioned: when he . voted
against the government bills he would

that his able speeches ‘had ‘brought
the majority of the chamber to his

man will say that a majority member

i ©f the senate has less rights than one

which exists as
moved by a man like Mr. Tarte is
one for which no self-respecting coun-

a machine to be

try could have any possible use.

S.D.S.

OTTAWA, March 22—A resignation

is not a resignation.

A letter mailed to the speaker and

traced into his hands is not ‘‘tender-
ed” to the 3peaker. ;

A letter addressed and mailed to

the speaker, which passes into his
hands is 20t ‘“caused to be delivered”
to the speaker. ;

This is the sum of the contention of

The facts have .already been ex-i
plained. It is enough now to say that
Mr. Bruneau made up his mind fo re-
sign his seat; that he read the law and
proceeded to comply with it. He
wrote out his resignationn the form
provided, got Mr. Godbout and Mr.
McMillan, to sign it, as the law re-
quired, and sent it by the postito the
sreaker, to whom
him to “cause it to be delivered.” It
came
mained there some hours and was re-
turned by the speaker to Mr. Bru-
neau unopened. The Iaw states that
the seat |shall be vacated as soon as
the resignation ‘ha$: been transmitted
to the speaker. Mr. Bruneau did all
that the law required on Thursday
two weeks ago. Yet his seat has not
been vacated according te the Judg-
ment of the governmeént,
by the house.
the member has power to wvacate his
| seat at his own option.
'ment has ‘decided that he can only . do
it at the option and with the co-oper-
ation of the speaker.
lar ‘mase
was postponed, and so Mr.Bruneau will
sit for Richelieu. At least he will do
So- unless he fears prosecution under.
the" statute which' imposes a penalty
if a man sits in the house without the
right to dd’'so. What the present law
officers of ‘the crown say is law may
g0 with the house of commons, but it
is inot" certain it will go with ithe
courts of law.

the government in the discussion yes-
terday about the seat for Richelieu.
The  ministers affirmed
hcuse by a majority of 40 supported
-the :contention. - ¢ ;

it "and the

the law required

into the sSpeaker’s _office, re-

supported
The law suggests that

The govern-

In th}s particu-
the speaker’s co-operation

Sir Wilfrid Laurier told the house

that he would inot consent to)-an jin-
vestigation because theré was nothing
to investigate. There are many things
to investigate and.Sir Wilfrid knows
it. As Mr. !Mills of Annapolis savs,
the house of commons wants to know
what wag in that letter, The house of
state, with the sixteen others that | commons has a right to know, because
it was addressed (to the house of com-
mong through their first officer, The
house of commons also wants to know
whether the speaker did not» khow the
contents of this letter when he returns
ed it to Mr. Bruneau. It wants to
know ;whether Sir Wilfrid Laurier or
some of his friends did not advise or-
suggest 'to the speaker that there was
no -hurry about opening his mail. It
the senate than any other class of le- | wants to know whether ‘the speaker
did not delay opening it with the idea
that Mr. Bruneau would presently be
back for it.
tends that there was no delivery of’
the letter to the speaker wuntil the |
speaker 'was apprised of its contents,
it is quite important to know whether
he obtained knowledge of the contents
by some other process than reading,
It is perhaps not quite exact ‘to say
that the house of commons wants to
know these things, because the house
voted . that it wanted not to know.
Candor compels it'to be said that only
struction of the railway to the Pacific |  minority of the house desires this in-
.Ocean. It came to the senate and was
:Opposed there by the secretary of

As the -government con-

formation to be made public. Mr.
Speaker Edgar is 'not probably in-
cluded in this minority:

Now we. get back to Sir Wilfrid. The

 Scott divided the | Not open the letter, If there had been

& dispute as to facts the government
wouid have consented to a commit-
‘tee’ to. determine them; so ;these facts

bremier declares that there is no dis-
buteas tothe facts.
rute, and the speaker is sustained in
this by Mr. Fielding, Mr. Blair and Sir
Louis Davies, then the
admits the writing, singing, posting
and receipt of the resignation. It
also admits |that the knowledge of the
contents of the letter came by other
sources to Mr. Edgar. It admits that
Mr. Eruneau told many members that
Jhe had resigned, It admits that after
‘he -thought he had resigned and said
he had resigned, the ministers influen-
_ ced him ‘to retract, and that Mr.Edgar
e e knew the whole circumstanees and did-

If there is no dis-

government

Now the contention of Sir Wiltrid

rof the
letter: 'to the' speaker’s hands,
they declate that a letter is not deliv-

chen: e : S | ered to the gpeaker and does not come
today. They must simply act accord- Into his hands in any true: i

.Laurier, Mr. Blair, Mr, Fielding, Sir
Louis . Davies and I
this: {They say that
the intention of resigning and that he
_ took = all ‘
1880, 1881, 1882, 1885, 1886, 1887, 1889, 1891 . ‘time - >

Russell is
r. Bruneau had
the :steps up  to: the
«arrival  of ' the
but

sense until
nd, that is, v
Russ ;
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.| dressed to the housé. When & member

{ this other one may be made effective.

‘}/Bruneaw’s resignation was

J an act which the law declares ‘shall

to. Mr. Edgar. Mr. Edgar was not per-
sonally dickering with Mr. Bruneau.
At least this ought to be the assump-
tion, clthough Mr. Russel, in follow-
ing out the analogy of a man selling.]
a horse, appeared to think that it was
purely a. maitter of a private bargain
between these two, with the govern-
ment as a sort of ntermediary.

But Mr. Foster, Mr. McInerney, Mr.
Powell and Mr. Borden, following . Sir
Charles = Hibbert Tupper, who very
clearly stated the position in the first
instance, insisted that the speaker
was not running a commission merch-
ant’s = establishment.” Nor was Mr.
Bruneau an auctioneer accepting bids
from speakers and other people: The
speaker is an officer of thé house and
& resignation addressed to him is ad-
has carried out the law and caused the
‘paper to be delivered to the speaker
it is delivered and that is the.end of

It belongs to the whole house, and
much s the speaker might want to
help a political friend out of a hole, he
' has no right to do it by assuming that
the letter is a private communica-
ton. It is the property of the com-
mons and the commons alone have the
right to - dispose of it. Sir Charles
Hibbert had /mo hesitation in saying,
and in this he was supported by. Mr.
Powell, Mr. Borden, Mr. Clancy, Mr.
Eergeron, Casgrain, Mills and other
lawyers on .the opposition side, in-
cluding Mr. Monk, who is a professor
of law like Mr. Russell, that the resig-
nation was complete within the, mean-
.ing of the act. Mr. Russell, who has
tegard to his legal opinion, admitted
that tke matter was uncertain and
that he had doubts on the subject, . Of
course Sir Louis Davies had: no
doubts. He never doubts any legal
position he takes in the house, though
most other lawwers do. He did not
doubt the position he took a year ago
on the Kuropean:treaties. In fact he
sald that ‘only a tsecond class lawyer
would disagree with him. The second
class lawyers who 1dvise the .crown in
England unanimously repudiated the
law .of Sir Louis Daviss. Prof. Rus-

lsell does not go so far. He only doubts
At,

The speakers on the government
side interpose a mnew -element in the
statute. They assert that the speak-
er’s mind must be reached by reading
the letter. It canfot be reached by
outside - information, or  the speaker
‘would in this case have been brought
irto proper mental contact with ' the
facts. It must be reached ‘by reading.
In this case the speaker did not read.
Mr., Rusgell argued that if the statute |
had provided -that’ Mr. Bruneau-must
announce by word of mouth to the
Speaker his resignation, and ‘he had
done sp, and the speaker being deaf,
bad falled to hear, and that before re.
peating it louder  Bruneau had
chardged his mind, the declaration |
would have been of no effect. This is
pretty fine, but perhaps Mr. Russell
himself would not say that. if Mr.
Bruneau in this case should tell the
Speaker in tones loud enough to be
heard, and if the speaker knew what
he was going to say and declined to
hear, and if Mr. Bruneau thought he
heard, the resignation would still be
Incomplete. Last Friday Mr. Bruneau:
declared that he had resigned his
seat. He asgserted that *Richelieu
wés. vacant. Mr. Bruneau knew ex-.
actly what happened. He had done all
that the law had required of him, and
the law made him the proper person
and the only person to'dispose of the
seat for Richeliew. The law did not
‘place the mind of Speaker Edgar in
the control of Bruneau. But it placed
the seat for Richeliéu in his control,

Mr. Foster wants to know what the
end of all this can be. If the speaker
can keep his letters of resignation
rearly a-whole day unopened - and
then give them back, can he keep
them a week or a month? When a
member resigns and goes about think«
irg his seat is.vacant, by whnat hocus
pocus can he re-elect himself? Mr.
Bennett goes ' further and declares
that the. speaker places hlmself under
suspicion when he assumes power .to
aspist or retard a vesignation.~ The
speaker called Mr. Bennett to order,
but it is the speaker himself. who
ought to be called to: order by the
eountry, if he undertakes to pick and
lehoose among resignations, to, say this
one ‘shall ‘be .returned unopened and

It is not said that the speaker ~has
done this, but the government is giv-
ing and he is taking the power to do
it, and it may as well be said here
that on . the. opposition  side of the
house there -is not such serene con~
fidence in ‘the. speaker’s impartiality
that they feel like ‘having * him en-
trusted with this power, It 18 safe to
say. there'is not a member on the op-
‘position side who feels satisfled that
& resignation of his own, which might'
have gonbe into the speaker's hands in
the same way that Mr. Bruneau's did,
could have been got back as his was.

~— b

So we ‘come’ ‘back to the de-
claration of  the house that Mr,
no re-
signation; that ' his . tender  of
it to the speaker was no tender, that

wvacate the seat has not vacated the
seat ;that a man who resigned accord-
ing to law and declared that he had

Speaker and himself; that the letter
delivered to the speaker and actually.
handled by him was néver delivered

has power to pick and choose among
resignatipns, making - some . effective
and others not, reading some prompt-
ly and carrying others in his pocket.’
Mr. Fielding thinks' that the speaker
as a gentleman ought to give back a

gentleman’s letter, which the Ilatter

it so far as the member'is concerned. |,

done it ‘may be re-elected - by . the |

to himj; that the speaker of the house |
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.Speaker as a gentleman and 2 grit

and Mr. Bruneau, and that the public
and the county of Richelieu and the
house of commons, of which he is an

case. ‘The ministers vote that when
Mr. Bruneau said he had resigned he
made a false statement.! Mr. God-
bout, who signed the resignation as a
witness, voted that there was no re-
signation. Mr. McMillan, who signed
it, also voted the same way. The
house of commons has elected a new
member for Richelieu ' without con-
sultirg the electers. - And poor Mr.
Bruneau, who was never expected to
agitate the public mind outside of his
own county fer half  an hour at a
time, has occupied the attention of
the house for a whole day.

The speaker, who insists that he is
an impartial- officer,” has ' voluntarily
or by instruction of the government
placed himself under question if mnot
under suspiclon.. His relations with
the opposition sid® in parliament may
be seriously affected by this proceed-
ing. ‘While his rulings will -be accept-
ed, and his position respected, there
will be always a certain anxiety as
to his fairness and a constant vigil-
ance lest the rights of the opposition
shall be impaired or sacrificed.

with the vote may be noted. The mo-
tion  before the house was moved by
Mr, Marcotte. 'When 'it was brought

mover. La Patrie declared that Mr.
Madrcotte was the tool of the Orange-
men, whp were trying. to destroy MFf.
Bruneau because he was a French-
man and a Catholic. Now, when Mr.
Marcotte made his motion the speak-
er looked across the house for a sec-
onder. - It is not the custom for a
member to rise and formally second
the ‘motion. Sometimes the mover
mentions the seconder’s name. More
often the speaker mentions the name
of a member near by, who bows and
accepts the position. It probably hap-
pened so, but it was quite in accord
with Mr. Tarte’s campaign ' that the
speaker should fix upon Clarke Wall-
ace as a seconder of this motion. Sir
Adolphe Caron was to be the second-
er, ¢nd he says that he was in his
place ready to be named.. But the
speaker gelected the grand master "of
the “Orangemen. = Before the debate
commenced Sir Adolphe
his name be substituted, as he was
the person wha intended t6 second
the motion. “The speaker was reluct-
ant, and finally when the vote was
put he declinéd to make the substi-
tution, but agreed to let the matter
stand as it was, with Sir Adolphe’s
statement on the record.” If ‘the
speaker had not taken -the position he
did in respect to the resignation this

& purely accidental circumstance. But
it is one of the unfortunate results in

“thiz case, ‘that matters which might

have .been ' thought ' accidental are
liable to be accepted as intentional.
It is safe to make a small bet that
Mr. "Tarte’s journal will put .in the
‘Wallace 'incident .as an additional
evidence of Orangeist persecution.

By talking once a day on the subject
of West Prince the opposition has in-
duced the government to fix the date
of the elections. The candidate on
the government side has been select-
ed. Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Sir Louls
‘Davies have ventured to appoint the
returning officer, - It is  understood

carry the seat in order ' to secure a
senatorship for himself, There is no
doubt that he will do. everything that
.his mind can contrive and  his re-
sources carry out to'perform his share
of the contract. :

Lister’s committee what he pays for
his Drummond railway stock and how
he stands - in relation to the party
funds, and how: the party funds stand
in-relation 'to. Mr. 'Tarte’s newspaper.
to compel the disclosure, Sir ' Mac-
kenzie takes'the matter up. The sen-
ate was willing to- allow the fnvesti-
gation to be finished in the commons,
but it will not allow a half investiga-
tion nor a bogus enquiry to finish the
matter. So the senate énquiry is re-
vived ‘and Mr. Greenshields must tell
his "whole story.- # 8. D 8,

P

‘from the Yukon invited the senators
into committee room No. '8 yesterday
morning and talked to tHem; about the

| Mackenzie and Mann contract and
some other Yukon matters. One' of

them, Mr. Livernash, is an alien. He
was 8 member of the editorial staif of
the San Francisco Examiner, and
vent intc the Yukon some years agd
to engage in gold mining and to in-

repeénts of having written, and the’

il

seems to agree that the whole thing |
is a little private matter between him !

officer, have nothing to do with the |

One little * incident in connection |

in Mr. Tarte’s organ opened fire on the |

asked that

ircident would have been regarded as_

here that Mr. Yeo is under contract to

| Mr. Greenshields declines to tell Mr.:

Since Mr, Lister's committee refuses

" 'OTTAWA, March 23.~Three men

crease his weight, which he said was
then only 90 1bs. He is rot very much

of the Yukon country. When they
left home the Mackenzie and Manp
contract was not known in the Yukon.
They came to represent, among other
| things; that the working' miners wepe
unjusily treated in the matter of
the xgovernment reserves of gold
areas. The government wag then
holding haif the gold lands away from
the winers so that they were prospec-
ting ‘and working claims adjoining
government lands and were not able
to extend.their operations or use the
mines that they found. They were
instructed to urge the government tqo
throw open all the lands to the miners
and not hold them for speculators in
Ottawa.

' Having come with such a eomplaint
they Were rather paralyzed when
they got here to learn that not only
did the government reserve half of the
i available land; but had given two con-
“tractors the right to choose alternate

! blocks through all the gold region.
The miners thought they were hem-
med in before, but now they would be
imprisoned. The delegates pointed
out that the contractors would take
more than half the gold properties in
the whole gold fields. They would
probahly get three-quarters of it. Out
of what was left the miner still had
only the half. With great earnestness
the delegates' beggzed the senate to
give the working miners some chance
for their lives. They described the
awful hardships these men had to en-
dure working in the eternal frost, suf-
fering what they called “a constant
‘crucifixion.”, The government ought
to give them the very best opportu-
nity possible. Instedd it was hem-
ming them in and making the condi-
tions so hard that it was almost use-
less for the ordinary miner to remain
there. “You have given,” said Mr.
Livernash,  ‘“yourselves a chance to
sell the reserve land to parties in Ot-
tawa who keep away from the dan-
.gers and horrors of this life. You sell
these lands without giving the miners
a chance to secure them. You have
sold or leased tke timber lands with-
cut the people who want the timber,
and who have to use it, even knowing
that it was for sale. You are now giv-
ing the two contractors tke choice of
all the mineral wealth in the country.
‘What we want to know is where the
miner comes in, the man who is deing
all the work, enduring all the hard-
ship and who.alone'is making the dis-
trict of any value to you. You give
one speculator all the timber. You
give to others nearly all the gold. Yet
i you say you are doing it in the inter-
ests of the miner. For heaven's sake
i if. you cannot help him lét him alone
1 so_that he can get some return for the

. ‘hardskips he endures.”

| The delqga.tea went on to show that
; the small ‘claims allowed to them, 250
; feet each, were too narrow %Yo allow
them to operate a sluice box. It re-
_quired at least 250 feet of length for
their sluice and some 200 feet to get a
head of water to operate it. ‘“How on
earth,” said thé man from the Yukon,
*“can & miner get 250 feet of sluice and
1 260 feet head and still have' room to
; Work with only 250 feet area?”’ The
. delegates declared that the govern-
- ‘ment gave the Yukon miner a worse
show than he had anywhere else in
the world. The department was ap-
plying to these Arctic regions regula-
- tions suited to Australia, and while
crowding the miner down to' a small
space, not allowing him room to work,
was ‘giving whole principalities to
Mackenzie,a.nd nn. “Do not, we
‘beg of -you, raise up 4n that country
another autoeracy mightier than your-
selves. Do not make us pay ten per
cent. royalty on the gold we get out
of the ground, at the cost perhaps of
,our lives; and exact only one per cent.
from these men who live at ease thou-
sands of miles away.”” The Yukon
men said that the contractors had
come- to them in Ottawa asking them
to keep quiet and promising to give
better terms to the miners than the
government did:. The pertinent ques-
tion was asked, whether the semators
thought it well to give monopolists
such a bargain that they could afford
to give better terms than the govern-
ment itself and still get ﬁ?h out of it.

It is not too much to say that the re-
prresentations of the Yumon men made
a strong impression. Senator. Snowball
and Senator Power tried to bother
them with questions, but  were not
successful. Mr, Snowball wanted to
know if Mr. iLivernash .was not an
alien. 'The reply was that he was an
alien and represented a great major-
ity of the miners in the district. '“I
do ‘not comiplain,” said he. “if you
drive out ‘all the aliens, but if you let
us'in give us a chance to live, and if
you drive us out, give the Canadians
a chance to live.” Mr. Snowball rais-
ed doubts as to whether - the miner
‘had to pay ten per cent. woyalty and

; asked whether he did not escape al-
. together on thé first $2,500 worth. That
t was true, but the exemption applies
to a ¢laim and not to a.man, and it
takes two men to work a claim. Be-
\! fore the miner makes a dollar for him-
" self he has to open Hhis pit, make his
" sluices and spend altogether more than
$2,600.. So before he gets a dollar for
 himself the government comes in and
« takes 10 cents out of every dollar of
his gross n, From Mackenzie
and Mann ‘they ‘take only one cent,
but' Mackenzie  and Mann are not
working miners. . ; i

.. A8 to the routes and railways the
delegates had not so much to say.
They had come out 600 miles by dog
team and naturally might like to see

+& railway, but they would far rather

‘have no railway t have it on the

~ .bproposed terms. It was claimed that

. the road was built for the benefit of

the miners, but the delegates sald

that every miner in the Yukon would
ten times rather have no rallway than
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