
sNova Scotians Perish from 

Neglect and Cruelty at 
Crow’s Nest. 

- Left in a Box Car to Die in Mid-Win- 

ter Without Food, Water, 
Light or Fuel. 

The Government's Failure to Take-Actioni iin 

.the ‘Matter—The Case of a Convicted 

Murderer, Who Was Set Free by Recom- 

,mendation of the Minister of Justice. 

"OTTAWA, May 3l.—Several matters 

of interest were handled yesterday on’ 
aR lsent bil. sense, hors the 1 i {ir sas to ‘remove an Bicone whose : 

‘ment defence of the measure: - Sir : 
Mackenzie Bowell and Senator Fergu- 
Son criticized the measure both in res: 
spect to its details and the general 
principle of the surrender of federal: 
franchise to provincial control. Sena~ 
tor Miller, who proposeés to amend the 
bill“in committee 80 as to give Nova 
Soetia, New Brunswick and Manitoba | 
the henefit of ax appeal from the re- 
visor to a judge, discussed the ques- 
tion in his usual thoughtful and mas- 
terly manner. Senator’ Ferguson's 
vigorous argument was largely dire::- 
ed te the impracticability of the meas- 
ure. This is a feature which time will 
test, but there seems to be little doubt 
that the operation 'of the bill will be 
clouded with uncertainty and hamp- 
ered by confusion and inconsistency. 

At the commons end of the building 
Mr. Howell of ‘Winnipeg spent the 
morning explaining himself and his 
$19,000. Mr. Siffon kept (him. the 
whole two hours, with occasional stray 
questions from some : conservative 
member. Mr. Sifton seems determined 
to use up all the rest of the session in 
the committee eliciting from Mr. 
Jiowell Mr. Howell's (opinion of ‘the 
iniquity of conservatives in Manitoba. 

. Iti costs the country an indefinite 

sum ‘between $12/000 and $19,000 to get: 
the ‘benefit of Mr. Howell's opinion on 
this subject. He was asked to take 
up the cases one by one and proceeded | 
to do so. 

Under Mr. Sifton’s skilful ledding 
he discussed the case of a deputy re." 
turring officer, ‘whom he described as 
a’ professional gambler, and ‘charged 
with ‘conducting the poll in the most 
crooked manner.” The gins of this 
gambler were numerous and awful, 
but a few common sense questions at 
the end revealed the: fact that after 
Howell had him’ arrested and had 
called 105. witnesses ‘before the ‘magie- | 
trate, he had *himself recommended 
that the case be discontinued. So it 
was dropped, which of course it would 
not have been if Mr. Howell had evi- 
dence; to: convict.” However, the coun- 
try pays for the 105 ‘witnesses and for 
Mr. Howell's toil over the case. 

In the next one #l witnesses were 
called and the accused person, of 
wkcse guilt Mr. Howell is quite cer- 
tain, was acquitted by the Jury. Mr. 
Howell suggests that the ‘difficulty in | 
securing : convictions was due to poli- 
tics, but here was a case where a 

mixed jury found the man not guilty. 
However, Mr, Howell assured this 
committee that he would have ‘con- 
victed this man if he could have had 
the evidence of two persons whom he | 
saw afterwards and who told him 

something. On examination He could 
not ‘tell the names of his two men, 
and stated that he knew nothing at 
all about them, but that he under- 
stood from them that they had seen 
his accused person talking to one 
Fresbonn. It came out in this evi- 
dence that the country has been pay- 
ing for a gang of Mr. Sifton’s or Mr. 
Howell's hired men, who went about 
the country taking affidavits of yoters 
that they voted for Rutherford, and 
who did not get as many votes as he 
should have had if they all told the 
truth. * 

Mr. Howell told a ghastly story of 
ballot box. stuffing in another. case, 
But here. the. jury disagreed. The 
next case to this was that of a man 
against whom 105 witnesses were call- 
ed. (This seems fo be a sacred num- 
ber with Mr. Howell). The country 
rays for the witnesses and all the rest 
of it, but Mr. Howe]l dropped the case. 
The next was of a deputy returning 

fi: wie in whose hee {omttl sk was | 

proszcution rs James ‘Waller, ‘who’ was |. 
arrested, after which prcsecution was’ 
carried some distance and dropped. 
The next man was not even commit- 
ted. The reason for his arrest was 
stated by Mr. Howell in these words: 
“I was told by somebody, I ‘forget | 
who, that it was believed that some 
votes were substituted.” The magis- 
trate apparently did not consider this. 
sufficient evidence. Then came a case 
in which the official was committed. 
for trial, after which Mr. Howell drew 
«on Mr. Sifton for his costs and ‘dropped’ 
the prosecution. The same thing ‘hap- 
pened in the next prosecution, and 
«180 in the next one. i 

And 80 the story went on. It was 
shown that the. magistrates . before’ 
whom the infomation was: lata Were | 

around and SoNMag court.’ fa; Whi 2 
number of places, . They were: ‘police; 
magistrates appointed. by. the Green-. 

bie ivory cod ur ve 
half the ' cases, Where commitals 
Were made either the case was drop- 
bed or the grand jury threw it out, or. 
the pstit jury refused to convict. It 
appears that all the ‘prosecutions 
which were carried to any "distance 

«were In counties which ‘elected. ‘eon- 
servatives, and in these cases election 
protests had been filed. The purpose. 
of the prosecation seems to have been 
10 procure evidence hin expense 

+ 

po # ma EEN pun oc 
clearly revealed in the auditor pend 
eral’s aocousts. ! 

The superannuation bill nafurally | 
excites much ‘interest in this town, 
where ‘there are so .nany government 
employes. Mr. Mulock estimates that 
there are aboit 1,000 persons im the in- 
‘side and outside service who have 
been employed less than ten years, 
and therefore will by the bill as it 
now stands be deprived of the ad- 
vantagas Jf the superannuation’ al- 
lowance. Most of ‘the argument was’ 
dirested to the issue whether faith 
could be kept with these employes 
who entered the service and" have 

been contributing under a certain 
understanding or contract. But there 
is also the larger question to which 
Mr. Foster particularly addressed 
himself as to the effect on the service 
of the chauge. Mr. Foster is of the 
opinion, and Mr. Mulock does not con- 
iradict it, that the general effect of 
ithe change is to take away the per- 
manence of the service and to.make 

oer it wail : 
sum from ‘Me fund, and thi 
‘difficulty about setting 
Mr. 
amendme A 
the su nnuation 
a short time become; 

| which’ of ‘course it me 
ullen, 3.18 trong hE 
argument, sys that 

e a reform 
of théir ‘adding 

to the length of service of ‘officers 
whom they retired. As a matter of 
fact there have been few if any cases 
of this kind in the last five or six 
years, and never have they been near- 
ly as many as in the last four years 
of the Mackengzis regime. In 1874 nine 

cases occurred .in which additions 
were made, for purposes of superan- 
nwation, to the length of servize. In 
cpe case where a man had served 
ten years he ‘was credited with 

twenty. In 1875 there were eight tases 
in which officers retired were credited 
with: longer service than they bad 
rendered. One man who had served 
fifteen years *was allowed superannu- 
ation on the basis of twenty-five 
years, In nother cass there was an 
allowance for sixteen years when the 
service: was only six, and in a’ third 

fifteen years was allowed where there 
‘had only been five years’ seryice. In 
‘1876 there were five cases of added 
years, three of them of tén years and 
two of eight. In two cafes eight years’ 
service was counted as eighteen... In 
1877 ‘there were sevea cases in which 
ten years were added, one of six years, 
and one of five. In one instance thir- 

teen years’ service was counted as 
twenty-three; in another eleven years { 
of service was called twenty-one. In 
two remarkable causes three years’ ser- 

vice ‘Were each: counted as thirteen, 

and one of five years was called fif- 

teen. Tn most of these latter instances 
the person retired would not have 

heen entitled to superannuation at all 

if years had not been added, and we 

have the striking instance of a man 

who after three years’ service retired, 

drawing for the rest of his jife’ an in- 

come equal te more than a quarter of | 

his salary. Mr. McMullen may not 

have known of these cases, but if he 

did he is not the man to say anyihing 

about them. 

The discussion of the railway esti- 

mates was lively énough and contin~ 

ued from early in the evening until 

two o'clock in the morning. Mr. 

Blair's explanation of the items’ for 

extension at Halifax, as given in the 

main estimates,” have already been 

‘sent you. 'The most important debate 

took place on the guestion of charges 

for capital or ‘current account.’ ' Nat- 

urally, in view of the promised reform 

on the Intercolonial, “he public is in- 

terested to know whether the road 

will be managed in a more businessifke 

way and will give better returns in 

the future than in the past,” There 

will always be an interest in observ- 

ing’ whether there is a gurplus or a 

deficit on the Intercolonial account. 

For this reason it seems important 

‘that the same basis of bookkeeping 

should: be followed. If, for instance, 

in one year extensions, improvements 

and betterments on bridges or roads 

bed should be charged as ordinary ex- 

penditure and in another year thé 

same service should be taken out of 
the expenditure account and charged 

to construction, it is obvious that the | 

minister in the last instance would 
heave an advantage in his results. Now 
Mr. Blair is strengthening certain fron 
bridges so. that they will carry his 
heavy locomotives. Mr, Haggart also 
‘strengthened his iron: bridges and re- 

‘expenses of the rallway, far Af ‘the 
expense: was: more than the revenue 
‘Mr. Haggart admitted E: ‘defloit. Mr. 
Blair is not putting down. his im- 
proved ‘bridges to running expenses, 

{He is taking them out of the account: 
altogether and charging them ‘as a 
part of the original cost of the road. { 

Mr; Blair's system agrees with ‘that 
of the Grand Trunk and other. private 
railroads. If he is charging only the 
cost ;of his improved bridge, so far as: 
‘# exceeds the cost of the old one; he} 
is following the ordinary rule of rail- 
way bookkesping, but the question is: 
whether he. should not. follow the old: 
(line, Ane grder that the account may: 
tally one year With another. Ins pri: 
vate peilway it is mecessary to keep: 

1 dividends depend upon the current 
surplus, but there are no such reasons: 
in the government railway: Still there 
‘might be'no objections to Mr. Blairs’ 
‘method any more than to’ Mr, Hag- 
‘gant’s if «either of them had been car-. 
ried through from the: beginning. 

But it is interesting to ‘note that di 
years past the whole opposition to the 
late government has been. deininie. 
the charge to capital Sedoun) & n any. 
consideration. Even where ad 
‘were made to the length of, the, rail- 
way, and where rolling stock was pro- 
cured for entirely new lines, a a an. 
the Cape Breton line, Sir Richard 
Cartwright, Mt, Mulock and Mr. Pat- 

¢ pF featly legitimate 

to 

as. Mr, McDougall wanted: informatian, 

the accounts .separate, becanise” the | orien 

declared that Mr. enzie 

8nd. it “must never be opénéd again. 

expenditure for extending the road, 
building new branches and equipping 
‘them should be counted in as an ac- 

cumulated deficit. Mr. Blair was re- 
minded of theses arguments, but he 
shook them off with ease, He did mot 
make them, he said, and ‘he refused 
to be held responsible for them. Str 
Richard Cartwright took uip his’ hat 
ard went. A few minutes later Mr. 
Mulock’s ‘seat was vacant. Mr, Moe- 
Mullen‘ made some remarks and fled 
by 'a side door. Before long all the 
©ld company which used to revile Mr. 
Haggart for charging a new .plede of 
railway to'capital had dispersed, and 
Mr. Blair was left alone to defend a 
capital charge for improving bridges 
and building snow femces. 

At the end of thi this discussion the 
supplementary. estimates were brought 
down. If they had been in when- the 
discussion was going on it would have 
been perceived that over a million dol- 
lars nore was charged to capital ac- 
count on the. Antemolonial.. Je this 

1s pl 

30 Beem: to be pers 
ital . Kean un- 

of - railway 
Vil 2 the rotng. ‘stock Is 
nal. and-not a .substitu- 

of Any now existing. But. it must 
{pms -be remembered. that the .late 

ent every year added on cur- 
soiaby count large-sums, for actual 
increases in, eG stock, the total 
amoynt. being Some. Th ds of thou- 
sauds in ten. years. #t is true, that 
the late government charged some ad- 
ditional rolling stock to .capital, but 
this appears to be cases where a new 

system. was introduced, such as the 
parlor car service, or where the plant 
was required- for a. new line, such as 
the Cape Breton railway. ‘or »the. Ox- 
ford and New Glasgow: It, is fair, 
however, to say that probably a con- 

, siderable part .of Mr. Blair's new roll- 

der the ordi 
bootldke 
reall 

;mond branch. Mr. Fielding is a new] 
man like Mr. Blair; and declines: to. 
be governed ‘by. the tradition of his 
‘party. He thinks that the fate gov- 
ernment, instead of charging too much 
for capital, as his colleagues have as- . 
serted, did not charge enough, and 
holds that right bookkeeping is better 
than .consistent bookkeeping. = How- 
ever, after consideration, he consented 
to allow the matter to stand over for 
readjustment. 

During the discussion Hector Mc- 
Dougall took- occasion to refer to .dis- 
missals on the Cape Breton end of the 
line. Since the beginning of the ses- 
sion he has been trying to get the 
minister to give him the reasons for 
some of these dismissals. He has 
asked questions and moved for papers, 
and again and again has reminded the 
department of the failure to furnish 
the information. . Mr, McDougall is an 
old parliamentarian . and. knows an’ 
opportunity when he sees it. t 
night Mr. Blair wanted money as muc 

and it was as easy for the member from 
Cape Breton to stop supply as it was 
for the minister of railways td cut off” 

. the source of knowledge. So Mr. Blair 
wag “held up,” and proceeded to tell 
what he knew, which was not. very’ 
much, and to promise more. The 
episode ended in ¢n interesting dis- 
cussion between Mr. McDougall and: 
Dr. McLennan: of Inverness, a report 
of. which is good enough to rons for 
another letter. é Bei) 

Now that the oral SE esti- 
mates are in, we know. what the gov- 
ernment expects. to spend during the 
year beginning next July. The main 
estimates called for $39,125,879 on cur- 
rent account and $5,786,691 on capital, 
a total of $44,912,571. ‘The supplement- 
aries ask for $1,861,934 on income and 
$1,196,443 to capital, a total of $3,658, - 
376. | Altogether, then, we have $47;-0 
951,157, to which must be added what- 
ever may be required on a governor 

According to their argument the ‘whole . 

ing stock is required for the Drum- ¢ 

general's warrant, The sum of $41,- 
000,000 is by far the heaviest charge | 
to current account that this country 
has even seen. It shows that the gov- | 
ernment. is proceeding on an ever-in- : 
creasing . scale of expenditure, .con- 
taining the promise of a large addi- 
tional indebtedness. Then the capi- : 
tal account, which is almost seven mil- 
lion dollars, is quite startling, in view 
of the much smaller capital expendi- 
tures to which we have been accus- 
tomed of late. : A. short excursion: 
through the supplementary estimates 
shows that the departments | which: 
‘have ‘claimed: some reduction in the 
main estimates have made it up in 
most cases by new. appropriations for 
clerical’ assistance,” contingencies and 
:other ‘incidentals. S. D. 8 

D — 

‘Commons between 11-o’clock in ‘the 

At applies’ itself vigorously to the busf: 

$6,000,000 during’ the day and Mr. 
Borden obtained “his whole supply. 
"This shows that there is no disposi- 
ion to obstruct. There is, however, 
‘some disposition to investigate; and 
Mr. Blair's management of the depart 
ment appears ‘to’ furnish a splendid: 
opportunity for this industry. A 
little matters. in yesterday’s' proceed- 

“illustrations, : On. the 
'Soulanges - Sonn one‘ very large con- 
tract vas put up to tender in the 
usual ‘way. Among ‘the tenderers 
were” Andrew ‘Onderdonk, a ‘contrac-- 
tor ‘whose’ gifts dre political as well 
[a8 meehanical, ‘Adother ‘was Mr. | 

Hogan's tender was 
ipa as’ oy Py Metise. When 

yd 
the contract he was: informed ‘that the 
‘government had changed its: mind 
‘since’ the specifications were sent out: 

¢ornplete the ‘work: in a: year, instead 
of two years. ‘Mr. ‘Hogan had not put 
in his tender on that basis and ‘was 

these terms, 

The ‘minister would naturally be ex- 
pected to call for new “tenders, seeing 

put | OTTAWA, June L—A good .deal of |. 
5% money may. ‘be voted by the house of: 

‘morning and two: the next: ‘morning: if A 

‘ness. © Mr. ‘Blair got a ‘credit. of ‘some |: 

Hogan presented himself to sign | 

and that it ‘would 'be necessary . to} 

not ‘prepared’ to sign: ang contract on § 

that the whole basis was chaged. That 

agate guy Sons ion cores posdiappeny | 

: abrupt 
| change "of ‘mind ‘om the part of ' the 
government between the ‘call for ten- 
ders and the ‘opening’ of the same re- 
qui explanation. ‘The cky con- 
dition of mind ‘which caused the de- 
partment ‘to rush into this extra ex- 
penditure of $40,000 without taking a 
minute to open up the question again 
is ‘not' very clearly explained. The 
current impression is that Mr. Onder- 
donk, haviag got his contract at his 
own figure with a neat balance of 
$40,0C0 over ‘his competitor, will not 
be driven at a break-neck pace, nor 
will he be asked to pay large penalties 
in case he should be as long about the 
work as Mr. Hogan would have been. 
It will be remembered that in the 
¥draonton bridge affair, disclosed by 
Mr. Davin the other day, the contract 
was made with a wild rush so that 
new tenders were not called for when 
it was found expedient to use con- 
crete instead of masonry. - This was 
‘all because Mr. Tarte was obliged to 

up his job and get it done in 
months. He has not got it done 

nine months, and his’ favorite “has 
but been asked to pay a cent of pen- 
alty, though the contract called for 
the forfeit of $50 a day. We shall see 
how "Mr. Onderdonk escapes. 

"Phe ‘other matter of Mr. Blair's was 
a ‘question: of ‘cement. It is a simple 
question: The cement was ordered by 
the .government from ai/Thorold firm 
for use in the Soulanges canal. The 
department engineer -inspected the: 
cenuunt. after dellvery and  : reported 

against, it. The ‘contract required that 
it should be accepted by the engineer 
as suitable or it should not be. paid 
for ‘Engineer Monro did not :ac- 
cept. it < and : yet it’ was paid 
for. = Mr: Blair explains to the house 
that he was not: satisfied with the in- 
spection of his : own ; officer: ‘and 
brought some: samples home to  Ot- 

. tawa, where they were tested by one 
‘of. Mr. Tarte's officers. Mr. Tarte's 
officer seems to have passed the goods 
and Mr. Blair, who had ‘Mr. Poupore 
swith him, asecepted his report. Mr. 
‘Poupore, with. unconscious sarcasm, 
informed the house that he . ‘could 
corroborate what the minister said.” 
806 Mr, Battle of Thorold was paid for 
the ‘cement. Mr. FHaggart, who has 
some knowledge of such maitters, pro- 
tests against this payment, but Willie 
Gibson, the contractor, backs up Mr. 
Blair and says he has himself used no 
end of ‘Battle's cement with success. 
In fact he is using a lot of it lately 
around: the Montreal ‘bridge contract. 

But the ‘weak point in Mr. Blair's 
defence is the fact that the cement 
lies today a mass of rocks somewhere 
around the Soulanges works. Where 
it was dumped in bags there it re- 
mains to this hour “set” and utterly 
destroyed for any purpose on earth. 
That fact Mr. Blair admits and there- 
fore we have his own testimony that 
through ‘some blunder, or for a worse 
reason, the $20,000: has been wasted. 
The country would naturally suppose 
‘that if the cement was good enough 
to pay for. it was good enough to ‘use, 
and that if it was worth $20,000 it was 
worth keeping in out of the rain. But. 
there. it and no human being ex- 
cept the manufacturer will ever get 
any value for this $20,000. Such is the 
business management of the railways 
and canals. It did not come out in 
the house, but is mentioned to me 
privately that the chief’ member of 
the firm which nakes this cement has 
lately become an active iiberal, where- 
as he formerly voted the other way. 

It was remarked yesterday that 
Hector McDougall and Dr. McLennan 
had an interesting discussion concern- 

‘ling the dismissal of some Intercolonial 

employes in Cape Breton. ‘The 
ticular case was that of Rory 
Neill. Mr. McNeill, who 
section . foreman at ' West 
road, was dismissed and Mr. 
McDougall has been trying ‘and 
the session to find out from Mr. Blair 
why it was done, The answer he got 
was that Mr. McNeill “was dismissed 
cn the ground of offensive partisan- 
ship. His dismissal was asked for by | 

‘Without going 

over the questions ‘asked about it 
earlier in the session, it, may be -re- 
marked that he brought the question 

par- 
Mc- 
was 
Bay 

 ap.in supply and that when the min~ 
ister failed so say anything, Mr. Mc- 
Lennan arose to defend the conduct 
of the department. This is what Mr. 

McLennan said: 

"It the og gentleman 
charge against Mi 

says that the 
[cNeill unfounded I beg 

to tell him that he is sta what is really 
nit consistent with the fact. Of course sy 

1. ibil for having made the take full . respons: ssi Bom of. Mo- 

po ? BT 

spo Bey. Yor ‘having ‘done 0.’ 

When ‘the ‘doctor from Broad Cove 
had ‘made this declaration, Mr. ;Mc- 
Dougall produced a file of letters. The 
first one was the announcement ' to 
McNeill from the ‘track master that 
his services were no longer required. 
The next was a note from McNeill to | 
the track master enclosing the notice 
and asking for the ground ‘of ‘his dis- 
‘rmissal.” The third ‘was an endorse~ 
‘ment’ by ‘Mr. Archibald, informing Mc- 
Neill ‘that “no ‘grounds were mention-. 
ed” in the instructions. Then came 
a more interesting letter. It bore date 

°} 6th’ October, 1897," about six ! . weeks 
Tatter the dismissal ‘of Mr. MeNeill, 
and came from no other source than 

Dr. McLennan himself. The letter: is 
| to Mr. Hm Is ni — and 

abe 

end n view,—Your 1 
A. rl rer, sly, 

The tetter “enclosed” was ‘one from 
T. C. ‘Campbell to Dr. McLennan, 
‘Which contained this passage: 

“1 hada letter from Mr. W. D. 
y stating that John teal ae 

been veintuod; and in regard to oid) man 

y regretted to say 
here Sano vacaney a at county 3 ev 

So it appears’ that while Dr. 

Mr. McNeill on the ground of offen- 
‘sive oartisanship, and while ‘he de- 
clared in the house that he took the 
full responsibility, and asserted that 
McNeill. was the head of a gang ; of 
railway men who made it their busi- 
ness to insult and attack every man 
opposed to them in politics, he has 
been trying ‘to make McNeill believe 
that he was his.friend and was seek- 
ing to obtain employment for him on: 
the government railways. There was 
not a word t> Mr. McNeill about of- 
fensive partisanship. What Dr. Mec- 
Lennan told, him was that he could 
not find employment for him in’ In- 
verness because of local jealousies. 
But he caused him to think that he 
was laboring earnestly with the men 
vho had the patronage of Cape Bre- 
‘ton to have him ‘restored to govern- 
ment employ. 

Speaking of dismissals, an interest- 
ing set of papers: was brought down 
the other day on a motion of Mr. 
McInerney relating to the case of 
Joshua M. Steeves, who was, dismiss- 
‘ed for the ‘position of bat 
tor of customs for 
boro. The papers contain es 
made against St2sves by Joseph Howe 
Dickson, who says that ‘they are pre-: 
ferred in the name of the liberal ex- 
ecutive of the county.” The charg 7°, 
seven in number, briefly: w:'2 that 
Mr. Steeves was president oi the lih-' 
eral conservative association for the 
county; {that he'palled a convention in 
1895, and was a local candidate in that 
year; that at the last revision he ap- | 
peared on behalf of the conservatives 
and was a delegate to the convention 

that nominated a ‘conservative can- 
didate,” and was a member of the 
conservative executive. | These four 
charges seem to have related to events 
that took place )before Steeves hecame 
collector. The other: charges were that 
he attended a.publi¢ meeting at De- 
meoiselle Creek; ‘that ‘he: was 'oarticu- | 
larly conspicuous on nomination and 
declaration day ‘by applauding Dr. 
"Weldon; that he canvassed voters in 
the last election, and that he promised 
positions and attended: committee 
meetings. Mr. McAlpine heard the 
evidence and decided ‘that ‘the charges 
of canvassing, promising: - positions, 
and attending ‘committee . meetings 
were not proved. ‘The others, he said, 
were sustained. : These: so: far as they 

related to ‘prodeedings after Steeves 
became coileator, only went to: show 
that he attended. public ineetings and 
applauded Dr. Weldon on nomination 
day. They would not seem to be serl- 
ous, and as a ‘matter of fact, no action’ 
was taken by the government on 

them. i : 

Mr. McAlpine, who heard the evi- 
dence, reported it. . Joseph Howe Dick- 
son swore that he had always found 
Steeves .an aetive opponent down to 

the local election of 1897, in which Mr, 
Steeves did not take part. He saw 

. Steeves making himself conspicuous 
on declaration day by applauding Wel- 
don; Returning Officer Woodworth, 
called his attention to this enthusiasm. 
Mr. Woodworth .also testified ‘that 
Steeves clapped his hands. © It may 

| here be remarked that this Mr. ‘Wood- 
worth has now. been rewarded for his 
power of observation by an appoint- 
ment to Mr. Steeves’ position. Dr. 
Lewis teatified that he noticed Stéeves 
applauding Dr. Weldon on declaration 
day. The doctor had called on Steeves 
early in the campaign and ‘advised 
him to take no part, and Steeves told 
him that he had no intention of doing 
so. -He lives in the same town as Mr. 
Stecves and did not see him on polling 
day. George Carlisle of Hillsboro saw 
Steeves on the platform at a ‘meeting 
held by Weldon in Hillsboro. He saw 
him arrange the chairg on the plat- 
form and invite a man to a seat there, 
and noticed that he looked after the 
water pitcher. The only testimony as 
to canvassing was given by Robert 
Blake, who said. that Steeves once re- 
‘marked to him that he was rather 
surprised that Blake did not support 
Weldon, as Blake was a liberal’ and 
Weldon was as much of a liberal as 
Lewis. Samuel Thistle knew that 
Steeves was always: a supporter of 
Weldon, and they talked over politics 
a little together. =. As Thistle was’ a 
‘Weldon man there was no canvassing. 
Two. witnesses were called to show 
that Steeves attended a public politi- 
cal meeting at Demoiselle Creek. 

Collector Steéves. himself testified 
that he had been president of the 
county association, but resigned in 
September, 1896, which was the first 
opportunity after his appointment to 
office at the beginning of that year. 
When he took office he made up his 
mind to. take no further part in ‘poli- 
tics. He attended no committee 

meetings b scien though ‘he’ ‘attend- 
Wo. publi 

t the hall we 5 
“Yeride of the people pig 10 
cal significance, He admitted ng 
an old man who was a stranger to the | 
platform, and asking a young man 
there to give him his seat.’ But he 
himself sat on a dry. goods box back 
in the corner out of the way. ‘He: ad- 
mitted taking some’ lady friends si 
his own family to’ he might tay 

| thought it possible he might 
clapped his hands. On’ declaratl 
he. went into the building. yoni 

| don was speaking, and remained not 
| more than, five. minutes, Possibly 1 
might have applauded.. W. M. Burn 
2 member of the conservative comimi 
tee, testified that Mr. Steeves ads 
attend any. committe e meetings, . 

He 
Mr. MoATpine sent forward his, re- 

port onthe 8th March, 1807: ; It was 
very evident ‘that it afforded: no basis 
for a dismissal; for: no: sation . was! 
taken on it, ‘and in September Mr. 
Steeves was still in ‘office. Then, as 

3 in the case of the postmaster at Elgin, 
‘Mr. Emmerson, the premier of New | 

sieht: ‘Brunswick,’ came. to the front with a 
peremptory demand. ‘When Mr, 

merson wants to get a man turned out. 
of office he does ‘not do things by 
halves. He formulated a new set of 
charges and sent them to Sir Louis 

| Davies, who urged Mr. Patterson to 
act on them at once. The following 
letter from Sir Louis Davies to the 
minister of customs shows how Mr. 

Mc- | 
"| Lennan demanded the dismissal ' of 

at 5 Bell pro: 

turned ‘Mr. Steeves out: 
Ottawa, September 25th.—Sir Louis 

Davies to Hon Wm. Paterson:— 
“Referring to the conversation I hag 
with you yesterday on the subject 
matter of a letter written me by the 
Hon. H. R. Emmerson, chief commis. 
sioner of ‘public works in New Bruns- 
wick, I enclose you a paragraph from 
his letter relating to the collector of 
customs at Hillsboro, asking that this 
gentleman should be dismissed, not 
oLly on the ground that he is an o1- 
fensive partisan, but that he is even 
today ‘the president of the Libera] 
‘Conservative association of the coun- 
ate The following is the extract: 

; “Joshua M. Steeves ds collector of customs 
at the port of Hillsboro. ' There is but one 
“opinion in the county with respect to him 
and that is that he should be removed. Ap 
investigation was held simply on the ques- 
tion of hip. If I could have given 
my evidence I am sure that it would have 
streng:hened the report of the commissioner, 
He is a most extreme and violent and most 
offensive partisan. He is even today presi- 
dent of the Liberal Conservative Association 
of Albert ‘county, and refused to resign 
when it was suggested to Rim by some of 
h's more moderate conservative friends, He 
has even boy rt the dominion politics into 
lccal, called his party convention together, 
end po leter than last winter wae very ac- 
tive against us in the eleciion, simply te- 
cause .I as a liberal was a member of the 
government. ‘They actéd as a —— J onsty 
‘against 1 ‘and ‘he was at their hb 

Sir Louis Davies, commenting on 
| this letter from Mr. Emmerson, says: 

{ “I can assure you that Mr. Emmer- 
‘** son’s position and knowledge of per- 
“gons and localities in Albert county 
*“is sueh that yon can give absolute 

i: “credence to all the statements of 
“fact made by him. I would urge, 
‘“ therefore, if possible, that his re- 

‘“ quest for the dismissal of Steeves 
“should be carried out. I think this 
“is ’'a duty toward our colleagues and 
¢ friends.” 

| ‘This letter of Mr. Emmerson de- 
clares that Steeves was then a mem- 
ber of the association, and had refused 
to resign, though asked to do so. Mr. 
Steeves himself swore that he had 
tendered his resignation in ‘September, 
1896, just one year before Mr. Emmer- 

son’s letter was written. Mr. Steeves 
also swore that the resignation had 
been accepted in December, 1896, or 
nine months before Mr. Bmmerson 
wrote. This is a point of importance, 
because Sir Louis Davies seems to 

have acted entirely on 'the fact that 
he did not resign. Moreover, Mr. Em- 

merson asserts that Mr. Steeves was 
active in the focal election of 1897, 
while the secretary of his party testi- 
fled that in this election Mr. Steeves 
took no part. 

But Mr. Emmerson carried his point. 
Sir Louis’ certificate of character was 
accepted and . Mr. Paterson believed 
all he said. Two days after Sir Louis 
wrote, Mr. Paterson sent his recom- 
mendation to council, asking “that 
“the services of J, M. Steeves be dis- 
‘‘ pensed with, as it appears from the 
“report of E. H. McAlpine and also 

“from the letter of Sir Louis Davies 
“that he took an active political 
“ partisan part in the last dominion 
‘““general election, and also because it 
‘“ appears. from the said letter of the 
“hon. ‘minister of marine ‘that the 
“said Steeves is ‘stifl faking an active 
“ partisan’ part in polities, inasmuch 
“as he is president of the Liberal 
‘“ Conservative association of Albert 
“county.” This report was adopted, 
and shortly afterwards Commissioner 
McDougald notified Steeves of his dis- 
missal, and on the same day informed 
‘Woodworth that he had received the 
appointment. * 

Where was ‘Dr. Lewis, the member 
for the ‘county, in this matter? He 
was simply disregarded. Mr. Emmer- 
son made the charges, tried them, and 
virtually dismissed the collector. It is 
-#aid ‘that the provincial premier and 
his friends professed to be highly in- 
dignant when he was charged in the 
Times that he was causing these dis- 
missals in Albert.” The value of this 
indignation sig now ‘be estimated. 

8. D. S. 

OTTAWA, June. 3. 2.—Yesterday’s sit- 
ting in the house was largely devoted 
to the interests of humanity. In the 
afternoon Mr. Bell brought up the 

case of two men from his ‘own county 
who perished from neglect and cruelty 
on “the Crow's Nest line, and in the 
evening . Mr, Borden of Halifax re- 
viewed the conduct of the government 
in the case of Lyman Dartt, who was 

convicted ‘of the ‘murder of an Ar- 
menian pedler and set free by the re- 
commendation of the minister of fus- 
Hee, 

The case stated by Mr. Bell is one 

ihat deserved the attention of the re- 
-presentatives of. the people of Canada. 
If it had taken place in Cuba the 
cruelty would have been deemed a 
cause of international action. If it 
bad oceurred in Armenia Wwe might 
have had denunciations of the Turk 

from every. platform in dimerics. It 
ln Canada, the ‘victims are 

nd a few hours’ consider- 
case was not too much 

I parliament. At least 
ht so, and during the 

Abels, of the. session has been endeav- 
oring to get the government to fur- 
gt he information in its possession. 

\fter the house met in February 

Sn ot Bell moved for papers in posses- 
sion of the government relating to the 
death of ‘Charles Macdonald and Ed- 
‘ward Fraser and to the inquest held 

'ward. Mr. Bell made repeated 
requests for these ' papers, but Was 
120 gE to get them, and as the 

nis to end in ‘a few days De 
on . ht the matter up on a motion to 
go into supply. ‘When fr. Bell began 
his story, the noase, nnd especially the 

inister , appeared. to be rr 
‘but he and Mr. Foster 1 

or pir ni fers whose departments 
were concerned and the first minister 

should r n and hear what had hap- 

penad. It’ mot’ "long before the 
whole house was paying very close at- 

tention to the remarkable narrative. 

Charles Macdonald and’ Edward 
Fraser left Plxtoua few years ago in 
the hope of bettering their fortunes 
in the west. They were ni 
‘dustrious, capable men, Ww 
ents are substaptial farmers, and who 
were quite capable of fighting Por 

‘way in the world. A year ago a C. P 

R. agent found them in Manitoba and 
offered them strong inducements to 

go to work on the Crow's Nest rail- 

way. They went there and worked 

per 1 : 
They were wor 
Mann at Coal 
ibis year when 

theria. They hal 
ance and very 

they had been i] 

Macleod, #10 n ie 
They: Were pls 
and driven the f 
January weathe 
stimulants, mi 

nourishment. 
carried forward 
ther to Pincher 
ance which was 
and was really: 
was a stormy d 
by another one 
day they arrived 
which is a con 
would have affeo 
and assistance. 

But they we 
town. The men 
f~und en empty. 

from the village 
men in that. B 
alcne at seven 

greg, climbed 
these two men 
fire or food. On 
out of the car to 
their lips. The nf 
gathered some f 
of a fire in a box 
then went “or hi 
‘brought as soon 
village, but he di 
o'clock at tnight. 
men lying in the 
filed with smoke 
impossible to bre 

ald was just dyi 
barely able to 
could do for him i 

some morphine ¢ 
he could gat no 
stimulants, In 
men were dead. 

"This doctor, wh 
nection. with the 
highest praise, ai 

quest. He had a 
amination, who 
had died of diph 
the latter doub 
posure. Then he 

inquest. As it w| 
witnesses from 
men had worked 
journed. This dod 
Mead, states thal 
inquest a lawyer 
Macleod came to 
to drop the case 

would be a good 

of them both if 
done about it. 
name of Mr. H 
superintendent of 

gard to the matte 
not . amenable. to 
inquest was sta 

. to examine witng 
of prohibition 

: Rouleau of : Calg 
that Dr. Mead a 
tase and a witn 
petent coroner. 

Dr.’ Mead did nl 
yet. It would sed 
nett, a young Ne 

in. Calgary, appe: 
Rouleau in the i 
and demanded 
that the C. P. R. 
argue in favor of 
application at this 
the department o 
‘The agent of the 
gary did not take 
ver, M. P. for 

matter up, says he 
partment of justig 
no. responsibility 1 

funds to deal wi 
sult of it all is th 
where Dr. Mead 
that Mr. Bell up 
dressed th: house 

been able to get f{ 
ation from th= dg 
concerning the m 
told the story wit 
declaring that th 
take the maitter | 

were the parties 

murder. Mr. Bell 
seemed to have § 
that ‘the ‘crime si 
to go unpunished, 
ernment should 
investigate it tho 
it is very diff :ulf 
min who knew 
dispersed in othe 
vestigation which 
easy in February 
cult’ in June. N¢ 
maintains that 
dose, 

Mr. Fraser of G 
same opinion. Hi 

men and their 

world haye been 
ing ito pay. for 
could have been 
Toborated the stad 
Bell that the aw 
young Fraser's di 
his “father as to 
which took place] 
Mr. Fraser testi 
young men were: 
youth of Nova 

that the governn 
the affair to be 
ver of “Alberta told 

the case, and aff 
ment of these t 
sample of what 
Crow’s! Nest Pass 

‘Mr. Oliver is a 
ernment; but he 

ber 6f the county 
performed a duty 
he did not now p 
government officls 

Mr. Sifton admiy 
one of great crue 

knew the 'treatme 
stehainle. He 


