
SUNDAY SCHOOL COLUMN. lo 
OUR PARISH ISH CONVENTION 

SYSTEM. 
Marion Lawrance ‘when in our pro- 

vincial convention said: “The most 
important convention is that of the 

parish. While the international and 
others may represent the root, trunk 
and arms of a tree, that of the parish 
may be called the smaller branches 
which bear ‘the fruit. Here you can 
reach the workers from each and 

every school.” 
We were glad to find that our own 

work was in accord with testimonies 
from so high a source. Much of what 
is definite growth in the work results 
from this: system. It carried back in 
small day school districts, The work- 
ers of stronger schools meet with 
those from the weaker, and the best 
teaching and encouragement of our 
secretary is given to them, and sooner 
or later some good fruit is seen where 
formerly the conditions seemed all un- 
favorable. Business methods are used 
by .our cxecutive office in preparing 
for these meetings. Soon as a county 
has arranged a series of such, large 
posters are sent to each superintend- 
ent with a typewritten letter from the 
secretary making certain suggestions. 
The following points we deem import-: 
ant to the success of parials: conven-' 
tions: 

1. A thorough ; Ah NB 
each Sunday school on two successive 
Sundays. 

2.. To post the printed notices in 
public. places. 

3. "Put ' notice in pulpits with re- 
quests for prayer in behalf of conven- 
tion. 

4, Invite everybody, but be urgent 
in requesting every officer and teacher 
to attend. 

6.. Provide if possible for the at-' 
tendance of scholars from fifteen 
years upwards. These are the hope- 
ful material for training. Convention 
will awaken the desire for training. 

6. Remind all of the following re- 
quisites: Your own Bible, note book 
and pencil, pocket book for offerings— 
sometimes called collections, an earn- 
est ‘purpose, an inquiring mind, a 
prayerful soul and expectant faith. 
‘With these provisions all may be 

cssured of a good reward for going, 
and much to bring back for personal 
life and aggressive ‘Sunday school 
work. 

The field secretary has just return- 
ed from a month's trip in Victoria 
and Carleton counties, with two par-! 
ishes in Upper York. In the month 
of February forty-two meetings were 
held. Reports from local officers to 
the Woedstock papers speak enthusi- 
astically: of the benefits accruing from 
these meetings. Besides the parish 
conventions, with programmes well 
arranged to instruct and inspire work- 
ers in Sunday schools, there have been 
conferences of officers and teachers in. 
such places as these could be grouped. 
The value of these to teachers cannot 
be fully told. On Sunday last the 
teachers and officers of Woodstock as. 
sembled in large numbers after the 
ea session. The ost Sow to 

unin roll Jipdene and > 9 

secretary ey 1 r 
to one parish which & € 
others. That parish convention 
week showed’ ‘every school but two 
now evergreen); and one of the schools 
which not long ago seemed as though 
it could not get put of the six months’ 
rut, now has a feachers’ meeting, a 
home jong a 48’ members, and 
several normal ents, and the qual- 
ity of the school session is 1 im-~ 
proved and its atfendance incr 3 
Victoria county secretary as 

follows: “Our county has enjoyed a 
season of very inspiring conventions 
and other Bible school services during 
the visit of Field Secretary Lucas. 
Would. that we could have his ‘help 
"more frequently, and our work would 
grow propartipaley ‘better. We see’ 
progress on Sunday school lines, 
and the following are clearly notice- 
‘able: 

“1. ‘The church memprship “now |. 
duly recognizes that the school is-a’| 
part of the church work. 

“2, The adult Christian who former- 
ly seldom acknowledged the need of 
a Bible school now knows that Bible 
teaching is as much a part of ‘Sabbath 
work and. Christian education as Bible 
preaching. 

“3. The superintendents and teach- 
ers. who did not look on their work as 
demanding =a trained mind and quick- 
ened soul now take a ‘higher view, 
making their work the subject of 
prayer, study and spiritual aim. ¢ 

“4, Formerly very few . pastors 
preached or. prayed with the. Sunday 
school in view. . Now. the number who 
lead their schools to higher ideals, and 
Aird pleura, and Past on this Silb; 

oo Tho . general i 1 _ formerly 
took no ‘notice of Sunday school; now. 
it is'a common subject of approving 
conversation. They recognize the use- 
fulness of this system which promotes 
it as conducive of the Best interests 
of communities, therefore of pr coun- 
try. 

“8. This Sunday School Association 
mission is only just fairly begun, yet 
in a large number of instances the in- 
dividual, the family, the church, is 
richer in good as the result of its ef- 
fort. Has it mot ‘been truly a home 
reiseion to our own county? Have not. 

. our churches reaped the fruit of iis | 
labors? If as a county association. 
we have been so much helped by 
provincial association, let our offerings. : 
17 ald the cause show our gratitude.” 
The field secretary will attend the 

following - conventions this week: 
March 8th ers ‘Sutton, at Har- 

vey. Station. Eb 
March 10th—Stadholm, at Carson- 

ville. 

“ ‘March 1tn—Springfela, at Beleisle 
Creek. 
In: the week followihg York county 

will be entered upon as follows: 
16th, St. Marys, at "Gibson; 16th, 

Bright and Douglas,” at Burt's Cor- | 
ner; 17th, XKingsclear, at Burnett's 
hall; 18th,” Prince William: 21st, 
Queensbury, followed by Canterbury 
and McAdam at dates not quite decid- 
ed yet. From this point a series of 
meetings will be held in Fritiune 
county. 
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OTTAWA, March 3.—The day fol- 
lowiag the close of the contest in On- 
tario was marked: by a sharp little 
war in the house of commons. It was 
all because Sir Wilfrid Laurier will 
not keep his word. Of ccurse every- 
bcdy in’ this country knows that on 

tariff issues amd’ on the question of 
preferential trade the pledges of Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier ure not worth a cent. 
It is also known that a distinct pro- 
mise given by him as premier in his 
place in the hotise that no member of 
the ‘public service twould be dismissed 
for partizanship ‘without a fair trial 
was broken a hundred times within 
three months, even while the mem- 
bers to whom he gave his solemn 
pledge were still sitting opposite him 
in parliament. But, as Sir Charles 
Hibbert Tupper remarked, the pre- 
mier has this week broken the time 
record. On Tuesday afternoon he 
gave a distinct undertaking, which on 
‘Wednesday he deliberately broke. This 
smashes even the remarkable record 
for pledge breaking: that the premier 
has - established, and - that was far 
away ahead of anything else known 
in the country’s history. 

This is how _ it happened. 
ago and more, when there was some 
consternation over the publication of 
Hamilton Smith’s better offer to build 
the Yukon railway, Sir Wilfrid Lau- 
rier sent his private secretary to the 
press men with a copy of the tele- 
gram received from Sir Donald Smith, 

connected with the Rothschilds firm. 
‘The intention was to make it appear 
that Hamilton Smith had pretended 
to be connected with this house, and 
that therefore he was unreliable and 
‘untruthful, and the government was 
not justified in dealing’ with him. 

| This was all a false pretence, for Sir 
Wilfrid had in his ‘possession a dis- 

| tinct statement from Hamilton Sniith 
himself that he had no connection 

contradiction was produced there was 
a natural 

gave him promise in these words: "If 

the table tomorrow.” 
This is a sufficiently direct assur- 

ance, and satisfied Sir Charles Tup- 
‘per. . But ‘when the next day came 

|: Sir. Wilfrid did not produce the paper, | 
end when asked about it declared that 
it ‘would not. be brought down, as it 
was ‘a. confidential communication.” 

"Sir. Charles reminded the ‘premier of 
promise, told him that he’ 

had: mage ‘public Lord Strathcona’s 
reply; ‘and made some reflections upon 
"the position of a minister who refused | 
to keep his pledges. Sir Wilfrid made 

‘to London was an enquiry as to the 
. damon of the allegation that Hamilton 

th was an agent of the Roths- 
“childs, but that it was a private | 
message and he would not: produce it. 
As to his own conduct he said “I am 
the guardian of my own honor.” This 
remark ‘was loudly kheered by his 
supporters, ‘who seemed to ‘be satis- 
fied with the ‘manner in ‘which their 
leader guards his honor. Apparently 
it is a good thing that Sir ‘Wilfrid 
guards his own honor; for with his 

1} bad habit of '. breaking his word it 
would ‘be hard to find; any other per- 
son to undertake the contract. 

Before. this ‘stage had ‘been reached 
Sir Charles Tupper had been: obliged 
to _ move i £3 adjournment of the 

given Ageing 
attempting to injure. the character of 
Hamilton Smith by concocting de- 
spatches, apparently suggesting false- 
‘boods, which he dared not bring down 
to the house even when he had pro- 
mised to do ‘so. Mr. Foster asked 
whether the ‘premier did not know as 
well the day before as’ did now that 
‘his despatch was private. Knowing 
At was private ‘he promised to ‘bring it 
down. Evidently ‘he had examined it 
more y since and found that 
it would condemn him in the house. 
Therefore he concealed the evidence 
of his" ‘own duplicity. Yet while the 
premier claimed ‘that the communica- 

: rs were ‘private’ ‘he gent ‘all over: 
the * equally private reply.” 

Mar was ‘Something in this transac.’ 
tion of which the ministers “were | 
ashamed. ‘Sir’ Wilfrid had said that 
Sir Charles had no reason to complain 
of ‘him, since he ‘himself had two 
years ago refused to read in the house 
a despatch’ from the Greenway gov- 
ernment, the reply to which he had 
produced. Mr. Foster showed the 
weakness of this precedent. He de- 
clared 'that Sir Charles kept back the 
telegram from Greenway because 
‘Greenway refused. to permit him to 
read. it, though he had been asked to 
‘do 80. . Mr, Foster: might have added 
that 8ir Charles had never promised 
to bring down the. paper. 

The discussion at this point took a 
wider range, covering the question of 

Mr. Eos Is Business Like g 

| the 

A week: 

stating that Hamilton Smith was not. 

So when the 

desire. to know what 
methods from Sir Wilffid had Pros 
duced the message in reply. hl 
Sir Charles Tupper asked on Tues} 

day for a copy of Sir Wilfrid's mess- |. 
age to Lord Strathcona. Sir. Wilfrid “Biigldn 

sofi' thelr opportunity. 

‘have no objection and shall lay it on’ 

the astonishing reply that his message | 

vies sald that Hamilton Smith was a 

Laurier that he had made a 
tion to Sifton, Lehn at a 
£0. This led up: to another . 
of the correspondence, in’ whidl 
Charles Tupper and Mr. Ives pi fd 
ed that there was no conflict: between 

ents of VanHorne and 
‘those of Hamilton Smith. In fact Sir 
Charles Hibbert showed by gquota- 
tions that VanHorne was particular 
not. to contradict Hamilton Smith's 
statement. He also showed by Sif- 
ton’s statement of the day before that 
VanHorne had carried Smith's mess- 
age, though he might not have given 
the ‘whole of it. “If ‘we are- ‘to be- 
lieve the minister of the interior,” 
sald Sir Charles, “Hamilton Smith 
‘says nothing that is not shown to be 
true,” At this point Mr, Sifton, who 
tears imperfectly, rose in some anger 
and said he did not care whether Sir 
Charles’ believed him or not. Sir 

Charles blandly assured him that he 
was only ‘trying to convince Sir Louis 
Davies and the premier that Sifton 
was telling the truth, a task which 
seemed to be quite necessary but 
rather ‘difficult. 

proposi- 
done 

"Mr. Sitton contributed a little more 
{| information, or rather it was dragged | 
cut of him by questions, At first he 
had contented himself with saying 
that Sir Willlam = VanHorne “in a 
casual conversation’ had “mentioned 
the name of Hamilton Smith,” and 
stated that he was prepared to call 
Gradually it was gathered from him 
that VanHorne told the minister that 
he had been asked by Smith to speak 
for him, and still later it came out 
that VanHorne had told him what 
Hamilton Smith's ideas were as to 
the routes. So it would appear that 
there was a little more than a casual 
conversation concerning the matter. 

As Mr. Borden of Halifax showed, 

three things had been established: (1) 
Hemilton Smith discussed his plans 
with - Sir William Van ‘Horne and 
asked him to lay them before Mr. Sif- 
ton; (2) Sir William. Van Horne did 
lay the matter before Sifton (8) Sifton 
did nothing about it. * Now,” said 
Borden, “one would have supposed 
that a minister desiring to ‘get: this 
work done on the best terms possible’ 
would have communicted with Smith 
and would. have tried to:learn whether 
‘he was capable of carrying out a con- 
tract.” But the government only en- 
quired ‘into. ‘Smith's financial position 
after the contract was given and for 

“the purpose of :discrediting him. They 
did this by sending a telegram of such 
a “chardcter (that they dare not pro- 
duce it in the house. “What the coun- 
try ‘wants to know,” said Mr. Borden, 
“is whether there was 4 man able and 
willing to do: this work for one-quarter 
the price paid.” It would not be sat- 
isfied with the assurance of the pre- 
mier that Hamilton Smith is not 'a 
Rothschild, ' especially as . Hamilton 
Smith said the same thing himself. 
‘After Mr. "Gibson had: taunted the 

opposition members with the desire to 
share in the prospective gains of Ham- 
ilton Smith in the contract that he 
had tried to get, Mr. Powell observed’ 
that if a contract conveying a million 
acres of land offered ‘rich Spoil to 
members of parliament there must be 
‘immense ‘plunder in the bargain that 

. conveyed four million acres. He con- 
gt#tulated the government supporters 

He was pre- 
pared ‘to show that Mr. Smith was a 
:geed enough man to: be trusted in 

id with a contract amounting 
to’ $20,000,000. One of his associates, 
Mr ‘Mosenthall, was rated in England 
at a ‘million pounds sterling, another 
signed for the exploration company 
with five and a half millions of paid 
up: saris, still another was a mem- 
Ber ‘of a large banking firm in London, 
and a fifth was Mr. Lionel Phillips, a 
member of the richest banking c¢on- 
cern in England. Mr. Powell suggest- 
ed that the government might take 
warning by the events of the day be- 
fore, which showed how his _ Yukon 
deals and Drummond deals Were re- 
garded by the Ontario electors, 

After some further discssion; Mr. 
Fraser, in a clever speech, wihted to 
know why Hamilton Smith did not 
make a written offer.” An opposition 
‘member interjected the reply: ‘He 
could not get ‘into the auction room.” 
The fact, however, is that Mr. Smith 
has made a written offer. Mr. Bell of 
Pictou reviewed the transaction, and 
again pressed upon the minister the 
desirability of keeping his word. But 
the liveliest contribution to the dis- 
cussion ‘was that of Mr. Pope; the 
young member for Compton, whose fa-. 
ther was for many years a colleague 
of Sir John Macdonald in the gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Pope is an outspoken youth, who 
has no fear of knights and Cobden 
‘medalists before his eyes. He pro- 

pi err ps ceeded ‘to suggest ‘what ‘the message 
to Lord Strathcona probably contain- 

the house ought to know its contents, 
but seemed to be ashamed to" give 
them, there was nothing for members 
but 'to use their own judgment. He 

‘who was very comfortable in his pre- 
sent position and would help the gov- 
ernment so long ag the government 
kept him there, would send ‘the sat- | 

might be asked him. by the first min-' 
ister. - Probably the despatch was 
something like this: “Hamilton Smith 
says he is a member of the Roths« 
childs firm. ‘Wire contradiction.” Or 
it might have been: “Cable me at once 
‘that’ ‘Hamilton Smith - ‘is universallys 
acknowledged ‘throughout the world 

haps it was: “Hamilton Smith's offer 
fatal to us in Ontario’ elections. Cable 

or my right arm will be lost.” 
more likely it was a’ modest; request 
like this: “Hamilton Smith's offer 
having a bad effect on the. country. 
Cable that he is riot a Rothschild.” 
"Then Mr. Pope went into history. 
He ‘would not be surprised if the min- 
ister of railways had something to do 
with this ‘cable. Producing the New 
Brunswick journals of the house, he 
showed that when Mr. Blair ‘was. pre- 
mier of the province and wanted to 
“garry 8t. John city in an election, use 
was made of a telegram commonly 

But 

| York to the New ia 
cial secretary, Fri that he was 

prevaricator, because he wrote to’ 

‘ed. As the premier had decided that : 

had no doubt that Sir Donald Smith, as 

isfactory reply to any question that | 

as ‘a colossal howling liar.” Or per- | 

denial that he is Rothschilds” agent £ 

known ‘as “the Leary telegram.” Mr. 

prepared to fnyest a large sum of 
money ax soon as hie wes assured of 
the success of the government, and 
‘wishing for the success of the whole 
St. John ticket. ‘There was a resem- 
blance between these two affairs, said | 
Mr. Pope. He then continued his 
history, ‘and showed that in an in- 
vestigation it was found that the 
Leary telegram had not been com- 
posed by Mr. Leary, but had been 
concocted in ‘New Brunswick and 
sent to New York to be wired back 
again. Probably, said Mr. Pope, the 
same thing has been done in this case. 
The premier and his ministers’ “sent 
what they wanted, and got it back 
again.” Naturally they did not care 
to ‘produce the other end of the cor- 
respondence, 

All this kept: the house going from 
the beginning of the afternoon sitting 
until 9 in the evening, when Mr. Mc- 
Dougall continued his address on the 
main question. The Cape Breton 
member has worked out very carefully 
the bearing of this bargain on the 
Canadian who wants to make his way 
into the Yukon country. He supposed 
the .case of a Cape Bretonér leaving 
for the Yukon, as many of them were, 
First he made his way to Vancouver. 
So far the coatract «did him- no good. 
Then he had a long sall up the coast 
to Wrangel, and still got no benefit. 
From Wrangel up the iStikine to Tele- 
graph Creek, Mackenzie and Mann did 
nothing for him. Then they gave him 
a 160 mile ride to Teslin Lake, and 
again left him ‘to his own resources. 
On the authority of the minister it 
would appear that a five hour ride 
was all that his friend from Cape Bre- 
ton would get’'otit of this enormous 
appropriation. But when he got to 
the Yukon after a 21 days’ journey, 
he would find all the best mining lands 
picked out, placed’ beyond his reach, 
and held by the company which had 
conveyed him the five hours’ journey, 
and made him pay probably from $20 
to $50 for it. This was! the Cape Bre 
toner’s share of the advar®age. With 
out ‘giving away an ‘acre of land the 
government could have established a 
wagon road, available by the first 
of June, which would pay for itself, 
be cheaper for the traveller, and 
equally useful. After showing the in- 
consistency of the ministers who now 
denounce the second contract, though 
they had exploited one themselves 
during’ the Pacific railway controver- 
sy, Mr. McDougall warned the gov= 
ernment against repeating in the Yu- 
kon ‘the crime that the Fielding gov- 
ernment had perpetrated in Nova 
Scotia, when they placed the coal fands 
of that province in the control of a 
monopoly. The disasters’ which had fol- 
lowed in Cape Breton ought to be a 
warning to the government now. Mr. 
McDougall’s speech was carefully pre- 
pared, and should be effective, if any- 
thing could be effective’in the present 
circumstances. 8. D. 8. 

OTTAWA, March 4—At this stage 
in the Yukon debate it could hardly 
be expected ' that much new light 
would be thrown on the subject. ‘Yet 
the" discussion of yesterday “was in- 
structive. = After ' speeches by Mr. 
Moore of Stanstead and Mr. Craig, 
the floor ‘was taken by Mr. Oliver, a 
supporter of the government, who re- 
presents a constituency ‘larger than 
an eastern province. Mr. Oliver, who 
is an Edmonton man, and the pro- 

prietor of a newspaper in that town, 
is one of the old timers in the west. 
He went in long before the railroad 
and commenced life on the Sdskatche- 
wan by hauling goods by ox teams 800 
imijles across the plains from Red river 
to his trading establishment. He is a 
rather independent member of parlia- 
ment, as awkward looking on the 
floor 2s a man can well be, but with a 
gift for condensing in a sentence or 
two a good deal of wisdom and ex- 
perience. 

He opposed his leaders on the ques- 
tion of this contract, and undertook 
to show that the three reasons given 
for rapid construction of this road 
were not sound. ‘As to the first rea- 
son, ‘which was the necessity for the 
rapid: development of the trade of the 
Yukon, Mr. Oliver contends that the 
chief part, and most profitable part, 
of that trade is the supply of pro- 
visions for the miners. , The nearest 
source of supply in Canada is the dis- 

trict around Edmonton, and the next 
riearest is that of which Regina may 

| be called the centre, One of these is 
£00 miles from the Pacific coast and 
the other 1,000 miles. If the goods are 
to be sent in to the Yukon by the pro- 
posed route they must first be: ship- 

They also reliéve Dire rom Dyson, 
a Aper. 
fect remedy for. , Drow. 

‘Substitution 
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v' ad to the coast, “over two mountain 
perma cod But the coast is also a com- 

mon point of departure for goods 
‘shipped to the Yukon from the North- 
ern Pacific ‘states. These states are 
rich agricultural regions and the 
centré of production is at the most 
not 309 miles from the coast. It is 
‘therefore impossible to send any goods 
from ‘Canada to compete with the 

| farm produce of the United States. 
This contract virtually shuts out the 
Northwest and Manitoba from the 
market which by nature belongs to it. 

The next stage of Mr. Oliver's argu- 
ment was to show that the whole of 
Canada had as much interest in the 
development of the farming lands of 
the Candian west as in the Yukon. 
Now if we give the Yukon ‘trade to 
the United tSates we provide in these 
northern states a market for eastern 
manufactures. If, on the contrary; 
that market is given to Alberta’ and 
Manitoba, the manufacturers and 
other producers in eastern Canada 
will have not only an increased mar- 
ket in the Yukon, but also multitudes 
of new purchasers on the western 
farming lands. 

The second reason given for the con- 
tract was’ the necessity for the rapid 
development of the gold fields of the 
Yukon. This point Mr. Oliver con- 
nected with the one that went before 
it. For what is ‘the good of develop- 
ing the Yukon as a tributary to the 
United States? If we cannot do it for 
Canada we can afford not to do it at 
all. The government is going :. out 
the thing wrong end first. The first 
consideration should have been to 
provide that Canada should have the 
trade of the Yukon. Afterward should 
come the development of that coun- 
try, but as a Canadian market and 
not as an appendage to the United 
States. 

Again, the contract itself is such 
that it does not conduce to the de- 
velopment either of the trade or of 
the resources of the Yukon. Mr. Ol- 
ver worked out this argument with 
care.” The objection was not to the 
quantity of land given but to the 
right of prior selection. He would 
rather have 100,000 lacres with the 
right ‘to select them than 10,000,000 | 
acres to be taken as they come. With: 
the chance to take more than 80 blocks 
of land of 70 square miles each the 
contractors would be able to absorb 
practically the whole of ‘the gold fields 
of that district. Mr. Oliver made the 
striking. statement that the whole of: 
the Cariboo country, from which $30,- 
000,000 worth of gold had been taken, 
was. smaller than one of these 80 
blocks of land would be, and the area 
which the ‘contractors’ had the privi- 
lege of taking was. greater than that 
containing all, the gold mines that are 
worked in British Columbia and the 
Northwest, or that ever have been 
worked, or ever will be, 

Now, he went on, it is not true that 
this company will need to prospect 
their land. At least 100,000 men will 
be there in a few. months, and  Mac- 
kenzie and Mann will not need to em- 
ploy ‘a single one of them. Every. one; 
will be a. prospector for the. contrac 

‘ters. The free miner’ will find one 
property and the contractors will 
blanket the whole area around him. 

The member for Alberta then pro- 
ceeded to show how locking up these: 
lands tended to diminish. the popula- 
tion. If the lands were free, and a 
rich find was made, thousands of 
miners would flock to the neighbor- 
hood, : some . capturing the bonanza 
properties, some the good properties, 

some those that are of little ‘value and 
some those where there is no gold. 
But all would be at work and would 
furnish a market to the country that 
supplies them. On the contrary, were 
the property in the hands of a com- 

pany, the richest mine would be 
worked, and the others would be left 
alone, until the good properties were 
worked out. The free miner will 
stay by a property that paid $6 a day, 
but. the contractor would not touch it 
80 long as rich deposits were avail- 
able. The result would be that ten 
thousand men ' might be employed 
whera a hundred thousand would be 
camped. down if the land were free. 
This makes all the difference in the 
world, if Canada is the market for the 
Yukon country. But if the United 
States is to be the market it makes 
very little ‘matter to us how many 
people are there. 

Mr. Oliver further protested against 
the provision that enabled the con- 
tractors to take their-land both in the 

Yukon district and ‘in the = district 
around the Peace river and other re- 
gions belonging to: the geographical 
district which he represented. This 
road could not in the least benefit the 
Northwest territories, and while it 
might be fair enough to subsidize it 

| with land belonging to the coast re-. 
| gion, it was unfair to lock ‘up lands 
belonging to the ‘eastern region. These 

‘| lands, if they are to be given away at 
all, ought to be used for the develop- 
ment of a line tributary to the 1ast- 
ern country. 

Mr. Oliver makes very light of the 
story that there is danger of starva- 
tion and need of a road to carry in 
supplies. He saw no occasion for all 
this panic. The people in ‘the Yukon 

I'were able’ to ‘see for themselves 
= whether they had supplies to last 
them ‘all ‘winter. © If they had they 
‘would stay; if they had not, they 
would simply do as they did last tall, 

| get up ‘and walk out. If'the gold, he 
said, is in the Yukon it is-our gold. It 

{will be there next year’ and the year 
: after 4f it is there now. It was no ad- 
vantage 'to Canada to have foreigners 

! goin and takeit outand be supplied 
"by foreign markets while they are get- 

‘| ting it. Therefore the first thing we 
‘I the Northwest lands. 
glad if this “combination of political } 
weathercocks” on the treasury benches 
would for once imitate the virtues and 

He would be 

not the mistakes of their predecessors, 

remarked that Mr. Sifton, who was 
mueh concerned for fear Mackenzie 
and Mann were victimized by this 
contract, did not now ‘meet. the pair 

Dauphin railway. They were paid the 

full cost of the road and given a huge 
land grant besides. They came out 

"of themselves.” 

- house. 

part of last evening in an address 

.books ' and 

By way of historical illustration, he | 

for the first time. In Manitoba. Mr. 
Sifton’s government had given these: 

same two men a contract to build the. 

ATRLEL undred thousand dollarg 
ahead, and therefore they were quite 
willing to deal with Mr. Sifton again, 
It 'was currently believed in Manitoba, 
that the Dauphin contract hag been 
{%o' the mutual’ advantage of the con- 
tractors and the minister.” In that 
province and in this connection 4 
phrase , uttered by contractors pe- 
came a proverb. “The government 
was our meat” indicated that the con- 
tractors had swallowed the adminis- 
tration. This government is also meat 
for Mackenzie and Mann, according to 
Mackenzie and Mann. ¢ 

‘After Dr. Rutherford haa explained 
away the Dauphin railway, J. Ross 
‘Robertson of Toronto, an independent 
conservative elected against a conser- 
vative by liberal votes, took occasion 
to say something. A few quotations 
will best illustrate his style «vy, 
Horne realized the danger of allow ing 
Hamilton Smith to get between Mac. 
kenzie and Mdnn and their contract’ 
ought to do is to provide that Canady 
will get the benefit of the development 
as it goes on, and as this was not the 
result of the present contract, he pro- 
posed. to vote pEAingt it. 

Manitoba. was next heard from. D:. 
Roche, a keen and incisive Speaker, 
attacked the contract from the point 
of view of his province, remarking 
that the only argument the govern- 
ment had given for locking up the 
Yukon lands was that the late gov- 
ernment . had wrongfully locked up 
“It looks as if Sir William had ‘con- 
fidenced’ Hamilton Smith out of the 
chance to make an offer.” *“There is 
a difference between building a tram- 
way for the benefit of the country and 
making a contract for the benefit of 
Mackenzie and Mann.” “I would 
sooner see the country take the 
chances than to see Mackenzie and 
Mann take everything in sight.” “Mr. 
Blair has sald that the contractors are 
going to put their hands in their 

ksts. Not s0 long as the public 
as pockets in its clothes.” “If there 

is any possibility of loss, you will not 
find Mackenzie and Mann within a 
gun shot of it.” ‘I assure the minis- 
ters that Mackenzie and Mann are 

| not in need of guardians. I wish I was 
as sure that the government would 
take care of the country as that Mac- 
kenzle and Mann are able to take care 

“The late govern- 
ment. did things a little off color some- 
times, but at the best they did it with 
an apology. ‘This government does 
far worse things with an offensive dis- 
play of righteousness. If the tories 
had done a thing 48 bad as this, they 
would have tried to get away before 
the police came on them. This gov- 
ernment calls ‘upon the country to 
worship and’ admire ‘while the public 
money is squandered, and wants to 
commit its offences to an accompani- 
ment of brass bands and bouquets.” 

’ 

Mr. .Ganong of Charlotte’ has only 
spoken once or twice before in -the 

He occupied a considerable 

showing a careful examination of the 
subject. He began by informing Mr. 
Sifton that it was mot necessary to 
lecture the opposition side of the house 
on ‘the ‘duty’ of patriotism. : The party 
had. no need of lessons from. the gov- 
ernment on that subject. Taking up 
the minister's claim that ‘the ‘whole 
Yukon business was a. ‘gambls and that 
nothing might be made out of these 
lands, "he wanted to know what the 
government meant by advertising the 
‘wealth of the Yukon in their guide 

immigration literature. 
What right had they to decoy the in- 
nocent ' people of Canada and other 
countries into this gambling den? Mr. 
Ganong is sure that this is no pet 
scheme of the minister of railways. 
Mr. Blair supported it because he had 
to do so or get out, and the govern- 
ment party was supporting it against 
the will of many of them. He referred 
to the presence of the contractors, 
who, notwithstanding the claim that 
they were in danger of losing money, 
were hanging around the corridors ex- 
erting ‘themselves to get the bil 
through the house. Mr. Ganong went 
into an ‘analysis of the weak points of 
the contract from the public side, and 
expressed surprise that this was the 
best that ' sixteen ministers of the 
crown, assisted by two ministers of the 
gospel and a hundred lay members, 
could produce. ‘The other day Mr 
Fielding was in New York humbly 
begzing a monopoly of his own crea- 

tion not to annihilate two. flourishing 
towns in Cape Breton. Yet here he 
‘was, ‘with his knees not yet brushed, 

assisting to establish another monop- 
cly a hundred times worse ‘than that. 
“You tell us,” said Mr. Ganong, “that 
the contractors are doing this for the 
love of Canada: Yes, it is true they 
love Canada so well that not less than 
four million acres of it will satisfy 
them.” He then went on to show that 

the whole irafiic by this road would 
be at the merey of the United States, 
who commanded the pori of entry. By 
way of illustrating the: methods of 
‘American ‘customs ‘officers; he stated 
‘that on ‘the eve ‘of an election in 1887 
a customs officer in Eastport collected 

duty on New Brunswick fresh fish, 
though he knew they were duty free 
and that the amount would have to 
be refunded. He did it to influence a 
Charlotte county election. Mr. Ganong 
put three questions to the government 
‘respecting the contract, “but obtained 
no answer. -He devoted some time to 
‘a discussion of the Stikine River, 
which is the only way to reach the 
railway, and is a stréam that the gov- 
eérnment’s own engineer reports to be 

go shallow and so rough’ that only an 
expert Indian pan cap canoe over it. 

The last and nnok:, eA address 
was that of Mr. Morin, ‘who is a fine 
type of the shrewder habitant. Forty 
years ago young Morin went to ave 

: then a boy of 17, with 
$20 of ‘borrowed: money An his pocket. 
He has been in every state and terri- 
tory ‘in the. union, has ‘built and oper- 
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