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terms, and you had nothing to do
with it 7—A. Yes.

By the chairman:

Q. There was mno secret about it.
They wanted $2,600,000 of a capital
sum or $100,000 a year ?—A. Yes.

HUGH RYAN, CONTRACTOR: ,

Examined by the chairman:

Q. Mr. Ryan, you at one time ac-
quired an option for the purchase of
the Drummond County road ?—A. I
never had a written option.

Q. You never had a written op-
tion 7—A. No.

Q. Well,what was the arrangement
made between you and the company ?
—A. I had no arrangement with the
company.

Q.paDid you never see a document
of that kind (handing witniss Exhibit
No. 3) 2—A. I do not think so.

Q. It is assigned to you ?—A. That
might be possibleand I might never
have seen it.

Q. Do you say you had no arrange-
ment with Mr. Farwell or any mems-
ber of the Drummond County Ralil-
way Company ?—A. I had a conver-
sation with Mr. Farwell. I did not
know he was in anyway connected

r mpany.

wgh %Z: ictongt about this company ?
—A. It was about that railway, yes.

Q. In what regard ?—A. Well, Mr.
Farwell wanted me to take an option

plete a portion of it to where if was

obtained. b MR remember
rightly - the  principal indebted-
mness ‘of “the . railway ' at ' that
for consideration.. I went down and
more. I'heard that they were anxious
the Grand Trunk railway. I had a
conversation with him upon the sub-
Ject, and although he could not speak
authoritatively upon it without con-
sulting bis board, I ufderstood from
him ‘that there would be no difficulty
in making an arrangement to get into
Montreal and for the use. of their
terminal facilities there on the same
terms as he allowed other railways or
on a mileage basis. There was not
much, further done in the matter,
though Mr. Ryan and I had a con-
versation on the subject. In conver-
sation with Mr. Ryan he stated upon

ly A

the subject and asked me if I was
ready to consider a proposition from
him. I told him that I would have
nothing to do with it and advised him
to have nothing to do with it. I may
state that I never submitted a pro-
' position to council—any proposition to
council—but I had a conversation with
the premisr, I think it was Sir John
Thompson, with reference to the mat-
ter, and I think with the finance min-
ister, Mr. Foster; but the matter never
took any form and never was consid-
ered in council. If I remember rightly
Mr. Ryan spoke to me something in

to purchase that road then and com- JTu” direction of which he stated foday,

built and the railway at the jun3tion
of the Grand Trunk, to put the old
portion of the road in such a condi-
tion as would come up to such a spe-
cification as could be approved of by
the government engineer, to satisfy
them, and take an agreement with
them, or from them, for which they
were to sell the road at a certain
price. I was to furnish all this money
that would be required. Then if the
road would be sold to the government
I was to pay them the price of that
road. If it could not be sold to the
government—well, I suppose they
would have }h‘e road.

Q. Who would have the road ?—A.
The company.

Q. Where = did that conversation
take place ?—A. Down at the Russell
House, I think.

Q. Who was present 2—A,
other than Mr. Farwell.

Q. What was the: price they were
to sell the road for ?—A. The price
they talked about was this  $500,000,
but I had never seen the road < and
never was over it.

Q. Did you ever go over it 7—A.
No.

Q. Did vou offer to do anything at.
all towards carrying out the sale to
the government ?—A. No.

Q. Did you ever sée any member of
the government about it ?2—A. Yes.

Q. Who ?—A. Mr. Haggart.

Q. When ?—A. Sometime
the summer.

Q. What summer ?—A. The sum-
mer of 18%4.

Q. Did you ever see him about it
afterwards ?—A. Never except once,
after I had heard from Mr. Farwell
what their propositioin was.

Q. Their proposition was $2,500,000 ?
—A. To whom ? =

Q. To the government if sold ?—A.
I do not know anything about that: ;

Q. Is what Mr. Greenshields says’
correct, that they were to get a cer-
tain price out of which was to be de-
ducted the cost of completion and
bringing it up to the standard and
the difference was to be divided in
the proportion of one-third t0 them
and two-thirds to you ?—A. There
was no difference. ~ I could not %ell
what that road would cost o put in
condition and if there was I had no
guarantee that the government would
buy it and consequently I would re-
main 'with that railway on my hands.

Q. You would do nothing unless
you first got a bargain with the gov-
ernment ?—A. ' I would not do any-
think until I was assured that the gov-
ernment would "urchase the road.

Q. Then you only had one conver-
sation with any member of the gov-
ernment ?—A. I think that is'aill. I
may have mentioned it more ‘than
once, but I do not recollect that I did. |

By Mr. Haggart:

Q. What was the result of the con-
versation between you and the ?—A.
I do not think there was anything
further done about it.

‘Q. ‘What was my statement to you
about it ?2—A. I do not know what
you mean exactly.

Q. Did I entertain the proposition
or refuse it ? ‘What was my answer ?
—A. ' I think the object of my con-
versation with you was to ascertain
whether you as minister or railways,
or the government were favorable to
the purchase of the road.

Q. That was all 2—A. I think there
was no promise as far-as I know of,
but I understood you to say that you
did not know whether’ the govern-
ment would 'see fit to accede to the
purchase. o

By Mr. Morrison: b

Q. When was that 7—A. In i894.

Q. Had you any conversation ' in’
the spring of 1896 2—A. No.

e e Tt
SHast £ L3 biad fe

None

during

HON. IdHﬁ HAGGART, M. P.

In reference to this matter the first
that I remember about it is a con-
Versation ‘that I think I had with Mr.
Ives in 1394—the result of a little con-
Versation we had between ourselves
in reference to the extension of the In-
tercolonial railway to Montreal. He
Was a colleague of mine. I entertain-
ed favorably at that time an opinion
of the extension of the road for a good
many reasons. We had trouble mak-
ing..connection with *he Grand Trunk
rajilway, we had a great deal of trou-
ble with the Canadian Pacific railway,
and I thought it was in the interest
of the country that the road should '
be extended to Montreal. ‘That was
My personal idea at the time. Mr.
Ives proposed to n.¢, then, the ac-
quisition of the Drummond County
railway. He told me—or at least’ I
do not knew if he told me—T made in- |
quiries abowf it, and I found that the -
railway could be echeaply obtained. If
I remember rightly the principal in- '
debtedness of the railway at that
time was, s I understood it, in the
neighborhood of $170,000, to the East-
€rn Townships Bank. They had float-
ing liabilities of from $25,000 to $30,000
more. T heard that they were anxious
lo realize, and for 'a sum, I do not
know how much about that, that the
raillway could be very cheap-

~or making some arrangements - with
them for finishing the road. I never
heard of any proposition for a higher
price to be charged for the road than
the one named in the option of $500,-
000, and from information which I had
at the time, correctly or not, I under-
stood that other parties had options
for the roai for a less amount. I un-
derstood that they had been negotiat-
ing for the sale of the road both to
the Grand Trunk and Canadian Pa-
cific railways. This was in July, 1894,
1 think. However, the time could . be

ture for England, I think in July,
1894. I nev:r had any communication
with any one of the company, or
otherwise, after that date with refer-
ence to the road.

By the chairman:

Q. You had a valuation of the road
made?—A. Yes, by Mr. Schreiber.

Q. Was that after Mr. Ryan had
spoken to you?—A. I do not remem-
ber. It must have been spomewhere
near the time. The proposition was
made by Mr. Ryan, I think, in July,
1894, and the date of the valuation
will show whether it was before that
time or not. I think it was before the
proposition was made to Mr. Ryan.

Q. The valuation was made- before
the proposition?—A. I think so.

Q. If it was not made in conse-
cuence of anything Mr. Ryan said to
you, then why was the valuation of
the Drummond County made?—A. Be-
czuse Mr. Ives had a conversation
with me in reference to the acquisi-

with reference to the value of it and
the rrobable cost to reach Montreal.
Q. How long was it between the
time Mr. Ryan spoke to you and the
time when Mr. Ives had that con-
versation?—A. ‘I ‘wish Mr. Ryan had

‘gust, 1894, when I had the convérsa-
tion with Mr. Ryan. It must hawe
been prisr to that when I had a con-
versation with Mr. Ives, because, if I
remember rightly, he went away to
the old country, and when going away
I had some communication with him.

Q. Did Mr. Ives give you any in-
formation as to what the road coald
be bought for?—A. .It was just gen-
eral informetion.

Q. Do you undertake to swear that
Qe gave you to understand the road
could be bought for $500,0007—A. Oh,
[ do not think so. He told me the
siate .of the finances of the road and
said that the Eastern Towmships bank
was very anxious to realize; then in
the case of a sale to the government,
the road to be put into the state it
20w is. He never went into detalils.

Q. You do not know how much of
the road was completed at that time?
—A. No. ANl I kmow is I must have
had the option long before my con-
versation with Mr. Ryan. Mr. Far-
%ell had the idea that Mr. Ryan sent
#e the option. I think it was in con-
rersation with Mr. Tves.

Q. Then in consequence of what
Mr. Ives told you, you had Mr. Schrei-
ber go over the road?—A. Yes.

Q. Did Mr. Ives represent the
7alue of it?—A. I de not remember.

Q. After Mr. Schreiber went over
the road and put his valuation to you
as a minister of railways, did you
7ave a conversation with Mr. Ives?—
A. No.

Q. Never spoke to him—A." No. He
vent away to the old counfry.

Q. Then you spoke to Sir ' John
Thompson and also to Mr. ‘Foster?—
A. I think so. ; ;

Q. Was that after the valuation?—
A. It was before. ¢

Q. Then in getting the road valued
did you act on their advice or- sug-
gestion?—A. ' No, I do not think I did.

| Q. Did they approve of the scheqxe?.
“=A. AstoSir John Thompson I do not

know whether he did or not. The fin-
ance minister objected to it. He was
not objecting to the scheme but to the
expenditure of any money.
- Q. At that time?—A. At that par-
ticular time. 3 ;
Q.. You do not remember the opin-
ion’ of Sir John Thompson?—A. No,

Q. Did I understand you to say that
Mr Ryan spoke to you before or after
this?—A. After this

Q. Did he give you to understand
what the company would expéct for
the road?—A. What he did was this.
He spoke to me generally on the sub-
ject and said these parties were anx-
fous to put the road in order and
enter into mnegotiations with the gov-
ernment. He entered into no details.
I told him I would not entertain the
proposition at all.

Q. Were ,you spoken to afterwards
by any member »f the government?—

. No, } &

Q. Mr. Ives did not speak to you
again?—A. No. % ;

Q. Nor Mr. Pope, nor any member
of parliament?—A. Np. %

Q. Youa never informed Mr. Ives or
Mr. Pope that you would not purchase
or have anything to do with it: you
simply told Mr. Ryan?—A. I told
bim, and I am not certaln whether I
informed Mr. Ives. I am not certain.

Q. You had some idea of purchas-
Ing the Grand Trunk?—A. I consid-

be had spoken to Mr. Farwell upon ;

som:thing about his finishing the road.

fixed at the time of Mr. Ives’s depar- |

'tion of the road and I made inquiry !

fixed that. I think it was July or Au- !

ered ' two - or three schemes, ' one
whether to .utilize the Grand Trunk,
one whether to utilize a direct road:
running up the shore, or this particu~:
Iar route. o
Q. . These were the Grand Trunk,
the Canada and Lake Superior and
the Drummond County railways?—A.
I think they call it the South Shore
road, which is not completed yet.
Q. So you thought that an entry
into Montreal for the Intercolonial
might be obtained by one of these.
routes?—A. Yes, . : B
Q. You tried to buy the “Grand
Trunk?—A. No.
Q. Never negotiated?—A. No.
Q. And you thought the Intercol-
onial railway should get into Mont- .
real?—A. That was my opinion.
Q. And you think still that the In-
tercolonial should get into Montreal?
—A. Yes.
Q. In order to make it a success
it should get into a business centre
like Montreal?—A. . Yes, that was my
idea. ’
Q. So it comes down to a question
whether the government paid too
much for the extension to Montreal?—
A, Yes.
Q. Eo far as policy is concerned you
and the present government agree on
this quecstion?—A. Yes. Mind you,
that is my own individual opinion, not
the opinion of the late’government.
Q. It never came before the late
govérnment?—A. No. :
Q That is your opinion as minister
of railways?—A. Yes." T
Q. And as a citizen of the country?
—A, Yes.
By Mr. Powell:
Q. With reference to the Grand
Trunk there were difficulties in the
forwarding of freight and passengers,
were there not?—A. I will tenn you
The Grand Trunk was very badly
managed at the time. We could not
make connections and could not run
' through - 'freight punctually from
Montreal. For the assistance of the
Intercolonial it was necessary that we
should have a long haul. The Can-
“adian Pacific agents were more active
in every part of New Brunswick,
. Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Is-
; 1and than the Grand Trunk,.and they
' were diverting traffic around by the
short haul, and you could not: waken
, the other fellows up,and the Canadian
: Pacific agents. were using their influ-
. ence against us on the Intercolonial,
isnd 1 thought the solution of the
- whole difficulty was to hdve our ter-
{ minal in Montreal.
Q. At that time don’t you remem-
ber that the normal condition of
i things on the Intercolonial was to be
} ‘hours and hours behind time in reach-
irg the maritime terminals with their
rassenger trains?—A. Yes.
Q. Was not that the fault of the
: Grand Trunk?—A. Not only the. fault
. of the Grand Trunk but of their con-
{ nections, The principal reason for the
{-anxiety for a connection in Montreal
i with the staff of the Intercolonial rail-
. may was the bad connection with the
‘ Grand Trunk at Levis and the impos-
| 8ibility of urging them up to the effec-'
| tive management of their road be-
tween there and Montreal.
i; Q In view of this -difficulty you

looked into the question of the exten-
i-sion of the road to Montreal?—A. I
idooked into the question of extending
i the road to Montreal,

Q. And by the @ifferent routes?—A.
Yes. :

Q. You had some information from
Mr. Ives that the Drummond County
people were willing to sell?—A. Mr.
Ives perhaps heard that and suggest-
«¢d the purchase of this road.

Q. But no figures were suggested
by Mr. Ives?—A. No.

Q. And you sent an engineer . to
make an -estimate as to the cost of the
Toad ‘when completed?—A. Yes.

Q. The estimate Mr. Schreiber gave
‘you was not for the Nicolet Branch
which you did mot want?—A. No.

Q. Tell me what you instructed Mr.
‘Schreiber to do and what that esti-
mate was?—A. I instructed him to
find the cost of building a connection
bLetween Levis and this road at Ste.
Rosalie, and putting it into such
shape as the Intercolonial.

Q. "'What figures did he give you?—
A. That statement there.

Q. Thot ds inclusive of & branch to
Nicolet?>—A. Yes.

Q. In connection with that you say
you also saw.the Grand Trunk au-
thorities at Montreal?—A. = Yes.

Q. You gat your engineer to find
out the wcost of the line from Ste.
Rosalie ‘down completed?—A. Yes.

Q. Did you get from the "Grand
Trunk  authorities a statement of
whiat it would cest to get into Mont-
real and have terminal faciliies there?
—A. No. Tt was first of all suggested
that we might have the right of using
the bridge and the terminal facilities
and build a line paralleling the road
from Ste. Rosalie to the bridge.

Q. Was there any statement as to
what they would charge?—A.. No, but
in conversation with the president of
the Grand Trunk I came to the con-
clusion, amd he ®aid they would allow
our. traffic into the .station’ on the
usual mileage basis .or charge to other

vear?—A. I do not know because I do
not know the amount of traffic, but I
can tell you this, that Mr. Schreiber
estimated it. would cost $300,000 or
$400,000 to. build the road:. .I under-
stood I had an optien for that part
which is ‘complete as stated for $500,-
000, far less than his estimate and I
enquired whether they had rolling
stock on the Interncolonial to ecarryon
traffic to Montreal, and I found that
they had plenty; and I made a calcu-
lation that for $1,400,000 we could have
got the road extended in connection
with the Grand Trusk? :

Q. ‘At this. particular time, when
Mr. Ryan was negotiating with you,
you had had this optien, not to your-
self, but a copy of this option?—A. I
lad - the option a month, perhaps
months, before.

Q. And knew they were willing to
sell out for $500,000?7—A. Yes, and I
said that I kmew they had given other
options for less, for $400,000 less, and
were  negotiating with the = Grand
Trunk and other companies, and
would have nothing more # do with
them. : ;

- Q. And Mr. Ryan did not ask you
more than thig?—A. No. :

By the chairman:

Q. This is .the estimate of Mr.
‘Schreiber, including  the Nicolet
branch, amounting $1,532,500; did

you expect the government to pur-

Q. What would that amount to per | .

which ‘was valued
by an officer ‘of yoir department’ for’
$500,0007~A." But’. that is . the = road
completed; I am talking of the-road
Incomplete. . It is the one’ as to which
the option was given.

DROWNDING AGCIDENT.

AMHERST, 'N. 8B, May 24—The
Queen’s birthday here has been sadly
marrad by the sad drowning by acci-
dent at Northport at 3 o’clock  this
afternoon of ‘Frank H. Weir, aged
about twenty-two years, son of R. T.
H. Weir of Amherst.. With four gen-
tlemen and two lady friends he start-
ed in his own boat for a sail. There
was little wind at the time, and with
the aid of the oar he was pushing the
boat out from the shore when he fell
overboard - in about eight feet of
‘water. He came to the surface, but
the oar he had been using had fioated
away, and there 'was not another in
the boat. Before his friends realized
his dangerous position the boat had
.drifted some fifty yards away. He
kept afloat for a time, but before as-
sistance could-be given he sank to rise
no more. The body was recovered
about fiffeen minutes later and re-
moved -to a house where he was stay-
ing. He was a resident at Northport
as ‘manager of ‘the ‘stone quarry for
Mr. Myers of New Yosk. The de-
ceased was the -agent of the Home
Life Assurance, Toronto.

- o

. Some people in the world persist in-
clinging to old methods. = There are men
whostill use a forked stick in place of a
modern plow. There are also men, who
when they are troubled with a disordered
stomach or liver, resort to the old-fashioned
violent remedies that rack and ‘renid the
whole !”?ﬁ" and while they give temporary
telief, in the long run do the entire system
a great amount of harm.

. Modern science has discovered remedies
infinitely superior to these old-fashioned
drugs, that do their work by promoting the
natural processes of excretion and secre.
tion and gently correcting all circulatory
disturbances. - When a man feels generally
out of sorts, when he loses sleep at nigh
when he gets up headachey and with a
taste in his mouth in the morning, when he
feels dull and letha\gic all day, when his
appetite is ;poor an is foog distresses
him, when work comes hard and recreation
1s ah impossibility, that man, though he
may not believe it, is a pret:{ sick man.
He is on the road consumption, neérvous
prostration, or sonie serious blood
disease. In casesof this ‘description & man
should resortat once to Dr. Pi rce’s Golden
Medical Discovery. , It is the best medicine
for a weak stomach, inipaired digestion
and dlsotdere'd' liver. It'is the 'great blood-
maker and purifier, flesh-builder and nerve
tonic. It cures ‘98 per cent. of all cases of
consumption, Bronchitis, lingering coughs
and kindred ailments, Thousands have
testified to its marvelous merits. It is
a modern, scientific medicine that aids
. without goading nature, and that has stood
. thlel tt:st for thirty years. Medicine dealers
sell it. .

Dr. Pierce’s Pellets cure constipation.

SEBING THROUGH HIS NOSE.

The following curious case is report-

ed in the Paris Revue Medicale. A
countryman who had lost his right
eye when but a child, slipped and fell
heavily from a cherry tree. In conse-
quence of this, his nbse, left eye and

deed, the surgeon attending gave it

afterwards everything had healed up,
and it was then that the man found

means of his nose!

Unaccountable as this appears, an ex-
planation has been suggested. As the
eyebrow was merged into the eye and
nose jugst after the accident, the blow
- must have been somwhat obliqgue. One
result of this might be that the back
portion of the eyg, the retina, was mot
harmed. The bony cavity which held
the’eye is now to be put in communi-
cation with the nose and light might
be seen. ‘Whether this is correct or not
is not easy to say.

"TRUTHFUL MAN.

“My wife,” said the tall, lantern Jawed
man, ‘‘is a8 womauly a woman as you could
:fn , but she can hammer nails like light-

S'" -

‘‘Wonderful,” sang the chorus.
“Ligh # . Jantern jawed man
led, “‘seldom str. twice in the same

- ARM, LEG |
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on EDMANSHN, BATES 8 C3., TORDATD,

Frank H. Weir Drowned at Northfield; N. S.

cheek were severely mutilated; in- |

as his opinion that the remaining eye- '

ball had been torn out by the branches | :
as the man fell! At all events, a year | make away with myself. . This T.could

he could detect light, even coler, by '
' He was seasible .
only tg light that came from below. '

| vancing to welcome me,
‘{ kinder than I _expected, T

{ing of you. Elen,
~~£r?end,‘.  Willie . Furlong, the returned
‘jeolvict, whoss. banishment you have

1 |'with Mrs. Gray,

: mentioned my name.”

R

A Strange Story, That Was Not Made Public Till the
 lieath of One of the Prineipal Actors |

CHAPTER, IL—Continued.

“It was cut at Stovel’s, I think. It
had a fur collar and cuffs.”

“When did he begin to wear a wig?”

‘“About the same time that he began
to wear his new overcoat. I wrote
you a letter at the time, making mer-
ry over his youthful appearance, and
hinting—of course only in jest—that
he was looking out for a young wife.
But you surely did not receive my
letter. You must have been on your
way home before it was written.”

“I left Melbourne on the 11th of
October. The wig, I .suppose, was
buried with him?”

“Yes.”

“And where is the overcoat?”

‘“In the wardrobe up stairs, in
uncle’s room.”

“Come and ‘show it to me.”

+ I led the way upstairs, my cousin
following. In the hall on the first
floor we encountered my old friend,
Mrs. Daly, the  housekeeper. She
threw up her hands in surprise at see-
‘me. Our greeting was very brief; I
was too intent on solving the problem.
which had.exercised my mind’ ever
since receiving the letter at Boston,
to pay much attention to anything
else. Pwo words, ‘however, explained
to her where we were going, and at
our request she.accompanied us. We
passed into ' my uncle’s ' room. My
cousin drew  the key of the wardrobe
from a drawer where it was kept, and
unlocked the door. There hung the
overcoat. A single glance was suf-
ficient. It was the same.

The dazed sensation in my head be-
gan to make itself felt again. ' The at-
mosphere of the room seemed to op-
press me, and, closing. the door of the
wardrobe, I led thée way down stairs
again to the. dining-room, followed
by my cousin. Mrs. Daly had sense
enough to- perceive that we were dis-
cussing family matters, and retired
to her own room. g .

I took my cousin’s hand in mine,
and asked: i

“Will you tell me what you know
of Mr. Marcus Weatherly?”

This was evidently another surprise
for her. How could T have heard of
‘Marcus Weatherley? She answered,
however, without hesitation:

“I know very little of him. ‘Uncle
Richard and he had some dealings to-
gether a few months since, and in
that way he became a visitor here.’
After a while he began to- call pretty
often, but his visits suddenly ceased

need mot affect any reserve yith you.
Uncle Richard thought he came after
me, and gave him a hint that you had
a prior claim. He never called after-
wards. I am  rather glad that he
didn’t, for there is something about
him that I don't quite like. I am at
4 lcss to say what the something is:
but his manner always impressed me
with the idea that he was not exactly
what he seemed to be on the surface.
Perhaps I misjudged him. Indeéd, I
think I must have done so, for he
stands well with everybody, and is
highly respected.” i .

I looked at the clock on the mantle-
piece. It was ten minutes to seven,
I rose from my seat.

“I will ask you to excuse me for an
hour wor two, Alice. T must find
Johnny Gray.” 4

“But you will not leave ‘me, ‘Willie,
until you have given me some clue to
your unexpected arrival, ‘and to' the-
Strange questions you have been ask-
ing? Dinner is ready, and can be
served at once. Pray don’t g0 out
again. until you have dined.” i
. She clung to my arm, It was evid-
ent that she' considered me mad, and .
thought it probable that I might

not bear. As for eating any dinmer,
that .was simply impossible, in my
then frame of mind, although I had
not tasted food since leaving Rochest-
er. I resolved to #ell her ail. I re-
sumed my seat. She placed herself on
a stool at my feet, and listened while
1 told her all that I have set down as
happening to me subsequently to my
last letter to her from Melbourne,

“And now, Alice, you know. why I
Wwish to see Johnny Gray.”. -

She would have accompanied me,
‘but I thought it better to prosecute
my inquiries alone. T promised to re-
turn sometime during the night, and
tell her the result of my interview
with Gray. That gentleman had mar-
Tied, and had become a “householder
©on his own account during my ab-
sence in  Australia. Alice knew his
address and gave me the numpber of
his house, which was on Church street
A few minutes’ rapid walking brought
me 10 his door. I had no great ex-
‘pectation of finding him ak home, as
T deemed it probable that he had not
returned from whereevar he had 'b’een\
going when I met him: but I should
be able to find out when he was ex-
rected, and would either wait or go
in search of him. Fortune favoured
me for once, however ; he had return-
ed more than an hour before. I was
ushered into the drawi room, where

I found him playing cribbage with his
‘wife,

“Why, Willie,” he exclaimed, ad-
“this is

hardly
‘looked for you before to-morrow. All
the hetter; we have just: been speak-

this is' my old

80 often heard me deplore.”
After. exchanging brief

i

courtesies |
I turned: to hep
husbavnd.

‘“Johnny, ‘did you mnotice anything
remerkable: about the old gentleman
who was with me when We met on
Yonge Stireet, this evening?"

“0ld  gentléeman! who? ‘There wag’
ne one with you when I met you.” J
“Think again. He ang I were walk
ing arm in arm, and you had passed |
us ,before you ‘recognised ‘me, and -
_ He looked h8rd in my face for a |
sakd Dpositively: |
wly, and T must |

a short time before uncle’s death. I |

‘rears in:the m

have noticed if any one had been with
you.”, )
. “It is you who are wrong,” I retorte
ed ‘almost sternly. ‘I was accom-
panied by an elderly gentleman, whe
wore a great coat with fur collar and
cuffs, and we were conversing earn-
estly together when you passed wus.™
He hesitated -an instant, and seemed
to ‘consider, but there was no shade of
doubt on his face.
“Have it your own ‘way, old boy,”
he said. "All I can say is, that I saw
no one but yourself, and neither did
Charley Leitch, who was with me.
After parting from you we comment-
ed upon your evident abstraction, and
the sombre expression of vour count-
enance, which we attributed to your
having only recently heard of the
sudden death of your Uncle Richard.
1f any old gentleman had been with
you we could not possibly have failed
to nctice him.”
Without a single word by way of
‘explanation or apology, I jumped fron
my" séat, passed out into the ‘hall,
seized my hat, and left the house.
CHAPTER III. °

Out into the street I rushed like a
madman, banging the door after me.
I knew that Johnny would follow me
for - 'an’ explanation, so I ran like
lightning round the :ext corner, and
thence down to Younge Street. Then
I. dropped -into a walk, regained my
breath, and asked myself what L
should do next.- ¢ ¥

Suddenly. I ‘bethougnt me of Dr. -
Marsgden, an old friend of my uncle’s,
I hailed a passing cab, and drove tel
his house. The Jdoctor was in his
<cnsultation room, and alone.

Of' course he was surprised to see

| e, and gave expression to Some ap-

eropriate words of sympathy at my
bereavement. ‘“But how is it that T
sée you =0 soon?”’ he asked—T une
derstood that you were not expected
for some months to come.” e
Then I began my :tory, whick I
related with great circumstantiality
of detail, bringing it down to fthe
moment of my arrival at his house.
He listened with the closest attention,
never interrupting me by a single ex-
clamation until I “ad finished. Thers
he began asking questions, some of
vhich I thought strangely irrelevant.
“Have you enjoyed your usual good
Fealth during your residence abroad?™
“Never better in my life. I have
rot had a moment’s illness since youw
last saw: me.” - : '
“And how ‘have you prospered im
your business enterorises?”’
“Reasonably well; but pray doctor,
let us confine ourselves to the matten
in, hand. I have come for friendly
not  professional advice.” g
“All in good  time, my boy,”” he
calmly remarked. This was tantaliz—
ing. ‘My strange narrative did mnot
seem to have disturbed his serenity im
the -least degree. 5 i
“‘Did you have a pleasant passage?”
he asked, -after a brief pause, “Thel
ocean, I believe, is generally rough at!
this time of year.””

I felt a little squeamish for a day
or two after leaving Melbourne,” I
replied, ‘“but I soon got over it, and
it was not very bad even while it
lasted. T am a tolerably good sailor.”
“Anl you hdve had no special
ground of anxiety of late? At least
‘ot until you received this wonderful
letter’—~he added,” with a perceptiblel
contraction of his lips, as though try~

irg to repress a. smile. T 5

‘Then I saw what he was driving at.

“Docter,” I exclaimed,” with some
exasperation in. my tone—‘pray dis-
miss from yvéur mind the ‘idea, that
‘what I have toild you is the result of
2 diseased imagination. I am as sane
a8 you are. The letter itself affords
stfficient. evidence that I am not quite
guch a fool as you take me for.”

"My dear boy, I don’t take you for
a fool at all, although you are a little
excited just at present.. But I thought
yYou =aid you returned .the letter to—
ahem—vour uncle.

+ For the moment I.had forgotten that
important fact. But I was not alto-
Bether without evidence that I had nof
been the victim of a disordered brain.
My friend Gridley could corroborate
the receipt of the Ietter, and its con-
tents. My cousin could bear witness
tiat I had displayed an acquaintance
With facts which I would not have
keen likely to learn from any one buti
my uncle, I had referred to his wig
and overcoat, and had mentioned tol
her the name of Mr. Marcus Weather-~
ley—a name #hizh I had never heard .
before in my life. I called Dr. Mars-
den's attention -to' these mnatters, and
asked him to explain them if he could.
.~ “I admit,” said the doctor; e
don’t see my way to a satisfactory
explanation just at present.  But let
us look the thing squarely in the faze.
During an acquaintance of ' nearly,
thiry years, I always found your uncle
a truthful man, who was cautious
enough to make no statements about
his neighbors. that he was not -able to
prove. Your informant, on the other
hand, does not seem to have confined
himself to facts. He mades ‘a charze
of forgery against a gentleman whose
moral” and commercial integrity are
vnquestioned by all who know him. I
know  Marcus Weatherley pretty well,
and am not disnosed to pronounce hiny
‘a forger and a scoundrel upon the
unsupported evidence of a shadowy old
gentleman who appears  and disap-
; it mysterious manner,
and who cannot be laid hold of and
held responsible for- his slanders in a
court of law. And it is not true,-as far
as I know and believe, that Marcus
Weatherley is embarrassed in his cir-
cumstanees. Such coafidence have I
in his solvency and integrity that I
Would not be afraid to take up all his
outstanding paper without a question.
If you will make inquiry, you will find

*hat my opinion is shared by all the
larkers in the city. And I have ne
hesitation in saying that you will find
no acceptances with your uncle’s name
to them, either in this market or else-
where,"” . 2

(T6 be Continuedy




