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help to awaken a taste in some minds for the | 

more philosobhical departments of history. | 

Ever since the year 1066, when the king-~ 

Duke 

} fedar tly t been fréquently broken, in consequence of 

theless, till the revolution of 1688, no break | 

later repaired by the re-accession of the main 
line. . These breaks, in the early ages of the 
monarchy, were very. frequent, and, in some 
instances, -much bloodshed was the Gonse- 
quence. 

The very first King after William the 
Conqueror was an usurper. The true heir 
wis Robert, the eldest son ; but this prince 

bzing no favourite of his father; and in a dis- 

tapt part of Earope at the time, his younger 

Richmond fnight make to the Crown. In | 

these days, however, these were not so aceu + 

rately traced or so extensively known as 

they would have been in 2a somewhat later | 

Sh ay was conquered by William | . 

J 1 36 13 ‘ ening |2g€; and, accordingly, during the usurpa- 

os i pe one sace bon sesnpind | tion of Richard ILL, the Earl of Richmond | 

the throne.— The suecession it is true, has] HR farnidabie & competitor, that the | \ 

(riends of the true succession i’ the 
house of | 

inisggveriment and usurpation; but; never 
i er : , | York, saw no other course than to propose og 

alliance between him and the genuine heir, 

had taken place, which was not sooner or | “ : ! 

P 
the Princess Elizabeth. On this understand: | 

ing, Henry was enabledto overthrow Rich 

ard 111. at the battle of Bosworth,
 and to as- 

sume the crown, which, in leed, his children 

might properly inherit by the right of their 

mother, but could never be borne by hims
elf 

except through the right of conquest. : 

Notwithstanding this imperfection of title, 

Henry VII. reigned in his own right tor 

many years, and even became a kind of 

landmark in the English succession, preclud
- 

hrother William was enabled by the destin. 
ation of the lat& king, as well as by his prompt 
appearance at Westminster, to assume the 

throne of 'Villiam in 1100. Rutus’s elder 
brother was still living ; but Heary the young. 
est of all the brothers, being nearest to West- 
minster, was able to obtain the Crown, to the 
exclusion once more of the rightful heir.— 

11a was crowned two davs afier the death of 

William II, ‘by the mercy of Gnd,’ as he ex- 

pressed it in a paper issued next day. As 

Robert leii no issue to perpetuate his claims 
lenry eventually became the Representative 

royal family. At his death ar 1135, jot the 

ing all collateral pretenders, and pointed as 

to the fountain of their right by many suc- 

ceeding claimants. His son Henry VIII, 

had an unquestionable title, but only
 through 

is mother the daughter of Edward 1V — 

His successors Edward VI, Mary and Eliza- 

| beth were all legitimate claimants, and so 

was the next monarch, James [. (VI of Seot- 

| land,) whose descent from Margaret, the eldest | 

daughter of Henry VIL, or we should rather | 

say of his eoneort Elizabeth rendered him in 

the failure of the issue of Henry VIil., the true
 

| representative (through the house of York) of 

| Edward 1II. This sovereign had also seme 

Lancastriau pretensions, through Jane, 
daugh- 

Charles Louis, were, like the Sardinian fami= 

ly and the son of James II., excluded from 

the throne by the act of succession, on the 

ground of their being Roman Catholics, and 

choice made of the Princess Sophia, the young 

est of all the thirteen children of the Princess 

Elizabeth, who was the only protestant of the 

family...Sophia was a woman of great beau- 
ty, wit, and even learning , she was the first 

to discover and patronize the talents of Leib- 

pitz. When William HII. deposed his fa« 

ther-in-law in 1688, although it opened up a 

contingent prospect of the throne to herself, 
her congratuatory letter, to him was more full 
of expressions of gratitude and tenderness to- 
wards the dethroned Monarch, who had been 
her friend, than of affection to the individu< 

al whom she was addressing. At the passing 
of the act of settlement in 1791, she was upx 

wards of seventy years of age, and had leng 

before been married to Ernest Augustus Duke 
of Hinever. She died in June 1714, less 
thaa two months before Queen Anne, whom 
she would otherwise have succeeded. Her 

son George, Elector of Hanover, then bes 
come King, and his ditect descendant Wile 
liam IV., is now upon the throse. 

One observation must force ‘sell‘'on every 
one who makes inquiries iv.co the genetlo« 

gv of the royal family—~namely, how many 
branches of the trees have become withered 

and extinct, while others are ss remarkable 
for their {ruitfulness ; the mam line of the 
house of Stuart existed 1il 1808, How strange 
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