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A TALE OF THE SOUTH.
s
That the ndtural and e spivirual worlds Fe in
clege proximity fo cach other, smd rhat an | e
coursd, meve or less fréquent, nrke;ﬁuyu!\run
1€ inhatirunts of each, has alwaye Eeen, and is
row, dimost every wiiere, tl.é ereed of the mil-
fton. The pheron-end-nf prop! éfie sfrwm-. appa-
ritions and p . and those k d peey-

of the leardéld, dp; éar 16 ¥é do réadily and satis-
nined By thésé assumptions of the

popular fhith, that Aot wifrdguently évén culti-
vared infelléets yield it & éredénce ro which it iv
ot entitled fromt the forcé of tiié évideénce, éxter-
nal av well a9 intrinsic, upon which it réste its'
¢laim fo belief,

The traditons of all conntries Béar dingolar res-
fimeny fo t ¢ universality of thiw £.ith in the re-
ality of en interéourse betweén thé world of matrer
and thé world of spifit.  This proves, st least,
tow wileély diffuséd iv the belief in the lifé aftér

the immortality of the soul.
Poets Lave graced theé marvels of this allégéd
T interéonrse with the dmeénitiés of ereativé
vé thus eontribuied to stréngthen
the fiiith which accépts thém #s free,
{ Th ey enter ag a powerful élement mw the imagi-
{ mative litérature of the day, Erining by thé a Hanée
and feelings of
ilogap ¥y, by at-
aceredited indicid
tiplied the pro-

i
xll.

wdaditions] influence over t
the massés.  Even our bes
'e'm'umg and failing to s
of (hé my«tie éonmur
selytes of fhve vulgar éreed. and udded plausibility
jto its pretensions by the ad ! failure 10 éx-

p ain the evidence adduced to prove its eredibilin; «
The tenwcity and the nniversatility of the belief
in the possibility and ¢ aliry of an intercourse be-
tween the denizens of the visible and the invisitle,
and inera licable instinets of hursanity. It differs
in developmieér.t snd manifestation, smong civilized
and barbarcus peoplé, as amo. g cultivated and
ignorant individuals, rather in form and degree
than in ¢s<encé. Ameng thie dueivilizéed and the
like ¢hildrén, aré promé to induige
ans of credulity, the belief deve-
in the grossest forms, and am-eph éven
the explainable phénomend of natiure as proofs of
The more
| dnlightenied commutitiés and indinidaals simply
nardow the sphéré of Manifeststion, but by no
means, dnless it be in a few exceptional instance:
of philosophic untéiief, ignore the reality of the  ~—_.
| interfusion of the activitics of the s;iritusl among
heoig
| Thus, ar
| and the credulit

ignorant who,

n the exagrerati
I- $ it-e

sms aud events of the matesial world,—
erlying alike
o

+

e philosophy of the wige
Lie vulgar, is the deep-tdatd

ineradicatie il idinofal T

the Hitercoms
munion betweern the deellers in flesli and 1.6 in-
habitants of the dnseen world:

1 4m myself not at all su ef L In the
itunliem I have

What aré eommic nl\- enlled prophetie

wrvels of Viclogy and s

ho faith,

- {8 me tr Lo fmerely e fiative ehil-
ith no higher
gin than our waking
Tie tame beatn, 1 have

tIwave helieved, winkened by disenve, Qicardered

iten of-th.e somn
cleims to inspin

s born v

| by dbnormal conditions of mind or body, or dulled
evokes from airy noths

ong, and gives t' em

| Hignosd the forme of

In like manner;
let infuitions of tle intellcet, darting with ;in-
! phetie foresight throngh !hr opaqie mass of enve’s
| oping eircutistance, to the evenit hidden from t' e
duller v i oof the mind in its commen and ordi-
nary mands of activity and y erception.
This is n 1 ¢annot deny, howeves, that
1 am oceasionally sorely perplesed by an apjes
et antagonism between

v creed
a

rently d my thenry-an
| facts which T know to be true, ot which I aceept
latioh of others

a¢ true on the i Now ond then
] meet, i the cirele of my e qukintances, of in my
s by field und flood, with on instance of pre-
| sentiment in which the event wae &o fetirkabily
prefigured by the vision, orimy S‘hdmg peril 8o tha-
e precautiohnty HieRsdted
faith in the prethonition, that eveh to
my unbelief the presentinrent seems lttle less thah
a spirit utterance from the other world  One of
these 1 am about to tecord. 1 hedrd it related
; many yesars ago, in A quiet village in the ihtetior
| of the Stute of Kehtucky, by the petson to whom

nifestly
induced by

aserted by the

| the presentiment oceurred.
Teane Ttolyat, the naitator, was quite ab olé fan,
| fe whe the patrinteh of the tilluge ih which he
fived, and was univessally respected and beloved
| for his intelligence, his piety, and the blatheless
purity of hislife.  For heatly & half century ke
%iad been a professor of religion, nand whs bt the
time 1saw him, o tember of the MethodistChinreh.
Wotwithstanding bis bdviiiced nge, his fhtellect
wis btill strong and quick; with & decided pre.lo-
minance of the practical over the imagihative in ite
sructite. Mo possessed & large fund of | ioticer
| hecdotes, which be told with much skill and effect
Ditring otie of my college vacations, I beeambe &
frequent guest Kt the house ot he Lok itable old
man, e used to entertain e fob houth With
thtilling tiles of bokiek lite. The thihifest abikhics
| of all attempt st either exaggeratish oF dikplay ih
| his converation, indepehilent of BHe glikkihty of
hik trurhiu! chardcter, made me credit his harka-
[ tives of | crxonal adventare as siictly true,
! Ose eveling our conversation Ehiheed o tarn
]..pon the hostly theme of Apphtitions, Uressd, .

and pref

“ { have," said Mr. Rolyat, * & perashal expe.
riencle o iny Wh Wiy ok the subfect of pre-ehtiments
w6 vemarkAbIE, tht I Lecume a B bedever i
| Uik realith, Whnk yenrs bgo.  The refiection. ahd
bservti 1 of kubiequint 106 haie ohbitned Wy
farh, &hd I shall eie vs 1 Wave lived, nhstakvh ik
the beliet that & presehriment Bhied nb hiow $h
untimely /death,”

§expressed Whint I reslly felt, n Ankiohh dedire
t heak e particulars of his prewonition, B
readity conbented Yo relate them, ahd I’ Mitened
with thrilling mmm o the folloWing st re-

et ble nayia
Wb Wae, baid ir. Rolyat, W sotre tive i the

year 1786 that I emigraved to Kentuuky,

Wi #t tht tite a frontier County of the Brat bf
Nirginia, T e thien quite & you Hnu.u‘\y
iprolesion & practicel butveyor. I




