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The Rock of our Salvation.

If life's pleasures charm thee, give them not thy
heart, &
Lest the gift ensnare thee, from thy God to part.
His favour seek, his praises s eak;
Fix here thy hope’s foundation;
Berve him and he will ever be
The Rock of thy Sal vation.

If distress befall thee, painful though it be,
Let not grief appal thee; to thy Saviour flee,
He, ever near, thy prayer will hear,

And calm thy perturbation;
The waves of woe shall ne'er o’erflow
The Rock of thy Salvation.

When earth’s prospects fail thee, let it not distress,
Better comforts wait thee, Christ will freely bless;
To Jesus flee, thy prup he'll be,
Thy heavenly consolation;
For grief below cannot o'erthrow
The Rock of thy Salvation.

Dsagers may approach thee; let them not alarm
Christ will ever watoh thee, and protect from harm:
He near thee stands with mighty hands
To ward off each temptation; :
To Jesus fly, he's ever nigh;
The Rock of thy Salvation,

Let not death alarm thee, shrink not from his blow;
For thy God shall arm thee, and victory bestow;
For death shall bring to thee no sting,
The grave no desolation:
"Tis gain to die, with Jesus nigh—
The Rock of thy Salvation. F. K.
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For the Christian Momn‘or
TEMPERANCE.

PICTOU COUNTY~—THE PROHIBITORY LAW—I8 IT
CARRIED OUTIN MAINE 7—-HON, NEAL DOW AND
TEMPERANCE POLITICS,

Myr. Ediuor and Dear Brother :—You
will rejoice to hear that the Lord of the Vine-
yard is blessing my feeble efforts to glorif
the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ in this
county, where [ am now laboring for the promo-
tion of the Temperance Reform, under the
auspices of the Pictou county Temper-
ance League. Th the Baptist body has
very few members in this county, yet it
has been my good fortune to meet some
brethren and sisters of our denomina-
tion, and we have rejoiced together. Though
I meet few Baptists in this truly Presbyterian
county, F rejoice to believe that I meet man
real Christians, and | am received with all
respect sympathy and true hospitality wherever
my appointment calls me to labor. We have
had considerable success in forming new So-
cieties, At Blue Mountain last week we
held a meeting in the Presbyterian Chureh,
and formed a socicty of fitty members at closc
of lecture. All the Deacons and leadi
members of the Free Church were enroled as
members. At Merigomish, where I saw
your paper in the hospitable home of broth-
er Lowden, we also formed a new society.
Taking Pictou County as a whole, it contains
a ly number of tio “ peculiar people zea-
lous of works,” spoken of in the Bible
a8 the children of God. I am more and more
convinced that if our world is ever to be de-
livered from the woes of sin, and the
of iniquity, it will not be by Act of Parlia-
ment, but by the influence of Divine Grace.
I find that unless men have Grace in ‘
sion, they make but sorry soldiers in the Tem-
perance army. Kven the Geuverals of the
Army at times make themselves ridiculous in

she eyes of all sober-going Christians, because

of their lack of grace, the grace of Love and
Trath, and honesty. '

When in Portland in State of Maine last
June, ducing the Session of the National Di.
vision of 8, of T., I was satisfied that however
desirable the Pmblﬁon of the liquor traffic
might be, that it was much easier to talk of
it out effe .aally,
I saw plainly that the Maine Law was a
dead letter, and openly violated all over the
g‘igy. While I was l& Porlt)l::d, the Hm

‘emperance Jaurnal, Nea) "8 or )
lieve, .hru article oo
o the nportance of the City 's tak-

Y|and detest, but I did not look for such con-

g | into office some of the “ Company.” I have

postes- | against the li

in reference Vbovo respeoting the imperfect application of
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Disease,” then occacioning great alarm in the ' or defective information. 'We have noreason * provide things honest in the si

“ Marshal in this connection, to another mat- |

“ the grog-shops. They are multiplying all

“around us and over the city. They are

“ Drunkenness is fearfully prevalent and rap- |
“idly increasing. Our young men are daily
“falling under their influence, and new vic-
“tims are constantly multiplying.”

~In letters to paperg in Canada and. Britain
of what I saw in Maine, I wrote nothing as
severe as the above extract, and yet strange
to say, the same paper in an editoiral evident.
ly written by Hon. N. Dow comes out in its
issue of July 16th, (and which friends in
England have sent me else I would never
have seen the article) and endeavors to make
me out only a liar because I said we had been
humbugged by accounts seot us of the triumphs
of the law in Maine. What more proot of
failure need any one ask than that given in
the above extract, and yet Hon. Mr. ?)ow has
been foolish enough to write a long letter to
the Alliance Weekly News of Manchester
England, attempting to neutralize the truth of
my letters by attempting to misrepresent my
motives! If I may be allowed an opinion, I
think Hon. Mr. Dow might find better eon:ploy-
ment for his pen in his own city, if he would
use it in endeavoring to awaken the people
up to their duty as moral and religious sua-
sionists. He is not at home in these depart-
ments it seems. I fear Hon. Mr. Dow will
not make a vast amount of capital with the
humbug-hating Englich people, by any silly
attempts he may make to raise himself at the
expense of truth candor and honor. He
evidently - forgets that I am anything but a
friendlcss man!
It is a common trick with low minds, and
with bar-room and illbred fellows to attempt
to destroy the characters of those they hate

duct from Hoa. Neal Dow ! ‘

It is true I gave his pet . Probition,
anything but a g:ttering notice, 1 represented
it as not only very sick, but totally erippled.
Yet Hon. Mr. Dow, will have it that the
baby is well and hearty and not at all sick !
Doctors will differ. I am not much of a
doctor, but I do predict. that unless Prohibi-
tion has a change of nurses that ere long it
will require no more cindies no more cradi-
tng or carrying, it will be buried in oblivion,
Political nurses are not nurses for deli-
cate babies like Prohibition, and I sometimes
begin to think that after all is said the babe
is really dead now, but that for the sake of
certain partizan and vital political ends it is
kept embalmed in Portland, and brought to
view as occasion requires to aid in Joosting

not yet made public all I know of what is
ing on in Potland, and with “all deference to
Hon, Neal Dow, I would say in conclusion,
that he will find it quite as conducive to his
own peace of mind, and the prospects of the
party of which he is chief shouter to not
make oo free with chaps from t'e wilds of
Canada. Sometimes the Canadians have an
ugly trick of speaking out in meeting in a way
not at all patable to schemers and quacks.

Unless the Churches one and all begin a
orusade, Mr. Editor, and a consistent one
r traffic, we necd never ex-
pect to be delivered from the evils of In-
tem , effectually. It is evident that
Prohibition agitation will not remedy the
evil. Religion can alone tame the wild and
wayward heart of man, and if Hon. Neil
' Dow and men of his school were as zealous
for the glory of God, as they are for the
praise of men, they would cry something else
than Prohibition, even the Bible, ang the
Bible Cure,

Yours truly,
JAMES A. DAVIDSON,

Pictaw, N. S. Sept. 17th, 1860,

We bave before heard opinions expressed
of a simular nature to those of Mr Davidson

Prohibition at Portland, Maine; but have

ing proper stepeiin reference 4o the * Cattle

lowing forcible language : — iconvcying the truth to our readers, whatever

“At ' the same time, we deem it highly | that may be, we went, on recept of his letter,

“proper to call the attention ot the City!to gentlemen in Halifax who were in atten- | lives an oleaster

dance at the session of the National Divi-

’ ‘and in June last, to which Mr. Davidson refers,

Some of these were members of the Grand Di-

“ openly ' pouring out their streams of death  visior but not members of the Nationa., conse]
“and destruction on the families of this'City. 'quently were not at all the meetings, but

spent much of their time in looking over the
city, and had the best of opportunities of ob-
serving if liquors were sold. Other persons
of whom we have enquired are gentlemen un-
connected with the order of Sons but who are
well acquainted with Portland, Their
united testimony is that they have seen
nothing in that city or the State which indi-
cated any indifference amongst the people in
exceuting the Prohibitory enactments of that
State but they believe that if liquor is sold
there, it is in a very private maoner and that
the open violation of the law is almost un-
known.. If any officer is found neglecting his
duty at any time we understand that he is inva-
riably superceded at the next annual election.

Nothing has appeared in our pages from
the pen of the Hon. Neal Dow on the subject
or in support of his poesition, we therefore
feel that it would have been unjust t& the
cause of Temperanceand truth, to have inserted
Mr. Duvidson'’s letter without at the same
time stating the above result of our enquiries,
No subject of a moral or political nature de-
mands, or is more deserving of attention, than
this. The experience of Maine is a very good
criterion of what may be done with the traffie,
and what the practical value of such a law
would be in other places. Never was there
greater need of restrictive measures upon the
traffic as well as of moral and religious
suasion from the use of this fruitful source
of all evil, than at the present moment,

As the question on which Mr, Davidson
differs so widely from the Hon, Neal Dow is
one of fact rather than of argument, we hope
that in any further discussion of the subject
facts will be given rather than opinions, We
shall mail a copy of our present issue to the
Hon, Mr. Dow and hope he will give us re-
liable information from public statistics if he
thinks proper to reply, We think it would
have been better to have withheld remarks cal-
culated to throw doubt on Neal Dow’s sincerity.
His long continued advocacy ¢t total absti-
nence, moral suasion as well as Prokibition,
we think entitles him to more respectful terms.
Such language in reference to Prohibition is
calculated to weaken the Temperance cause,
and encourage its opponents. Our space will
only allow of brief communications, we hope
therefore that the statements of those who
wizh to discuss this matter will not be extend-

ed more than is necessary.—En, C, M.,]
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The Wild Olive.

The Scriptures furnish many beautiful illus-
trations of moral truth from trees. Numer-
ous comparisons are formed from the celar,
the fir, the olive. Rew, Dr. Cayler, of New
York, is writing some good articles for the
Independant on this subject, His last is on
the olive; and having deseribed it, and ap-
plied it by way of illustration to the Chris.
tian, he speaks of the oleaster, or wild olive,
and makes a comparison of that, which we
copy :

But there is a counterfeit olive tree in
Palestine. It is called the wild olive, or the
oleaster. It is in all points like unto the
genuine tree, except that it yields mo fruit.
Alas! how many wild olives are there in the
Church ? When I see a man taking up large
space in Christ’s spiritual orchard, and ab-
sorbing a vast deal of\sunlight and soil, and

yielding not one per cent. of works, 1
say—there is an oleaster, .

When I hear o professor of religion glib in
the stock-market, and yet silent in the prayer-
weeting, ready to speak for his party, but
never willing to open his lips for Christ, 1
I say—Ah! what an oleaster !

hen 1 hear of a church-member goi
from the communion-table tol the politi
caucus, to votes, and sell principle, to
cheat mdb:horlt ﬂnboudnl intri:uo.l

say—Bebold an oleaster!

supposed them to have arisen from prejudice

When I hear a man pray that he may
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New KEngland States, and in same article he | to suppose that Mr D. would make statements ' men,” and then I go out of his shop with a

makes allusion to the liquor traffic in the fo!- | which are incorect but as we are desirous of  rotten piece of broadeloth, or a second-hand

,bcavcr sold for new, I think to myself—

Friend, why not write on your sign, Aere

| When I meet a garrulous * sister” at every

“ter worthy of his consideration. These are sion of the Sons of Temperance, held at Port- | anniversary-meeting, who is profuse of tears

for the foundlings of the Five Points, and eo-
static over the eloquence of returning mission-
aries, and yet go home to grind a sixpence
out of an overworked seamstress, or turna
sick servant into the streets, [ want to whis-
per to her—Madam! what a pity you are
‘nothing but an oleaster ?

Finally, when we encounter a Church that is
stiff in creed and lax in character, aboundi
in doctrine and scarce of good deeds, exten-
sively laid out in profession, but sparsely sct
'tled with graces, rich in purse and empty. of
 principle, bigoted toward everything but sin,
and liberal toward everything but true religi-
on, then we behold a whole plantation of
olcasters ; the end of such is to be burned,
when the Lord will consume them with the

breath of His mouth in the terrible day of
His coming,

Scope of Miracles.

The Gospel miracles differ from all others
in their nature, and frequeney, and in the dis-
intercstedness which characterized them. Nei-
ther the Saviour nor His disciples ever
wrought a miracle for their own personal be-
nefit. Dr. Carson well says : :

“ Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick.”
Did you, Paul? And why did you leave him
sick,” when you possossed the power of work-
ing miracles? Why were you so profuse of
your miracles in Melita, while you are so
sparing of them among your best friends?
For the very reason of showing that miracles
are rather for the proof of the Gospel, than
for the private benefit even of the heirs of
glory. God is sovercign in this, as well as in
everything else. Jesus healed the ear of the
aigh priest’s servant, while Paul did not hesl
his friend Trophimus,

The apostles exercised their power, not by
their discretion or caprice, but by the sugges-
tion of the Holy Spirit. This, then, is a pro-
vidential fact, the record of which, th to
human wisdom trifling, is yet of great impor-
tance to the children of God. They arc not
to expect that they will always be free from
sickness, or that their sickness will be soon
dismissed. They have reason to trust that
God will always be with them, and will turn
everything to good for them. But they must
submit to Him as a Sovereign who gives no
account of His watters,

Human Sacrifices.

From Lagos, we learn that the King of
Dahomey was about to make immense sacri-
fice of human life to the memory &Fthe late
king, his father. The West African Herald,
of the 13th ult., referring to this intention, says:

His Majesty, Badahung, King of Dahomey,
is about to wmake the *Grand Custom” in
honor of the late King Gezo. Determined
to surpass all former monarchs in the magni-
tude of the ceremonies to be performed on
this occasion, Badahung has made the w.ost
extersive preparations for the celebration of
the Grand Custom. A great pit has been
dug, which is to contain human blood
to float a cance. Two thousand persons will
be sacrified on this occasion. The expedition
to Abbeakouta is postponed, but the King has
sent his army to make some exeursions at the
expense of some weaker tribes, and has suc-
ceeded in capturing many. unfortunate crea-
tures. The young people a these prison-
ers will be sold into sluvery, and the old pri-
soners will be sold into slavery, and the old
persons will be killed at the Grand Custom.,
Would to God this might meet the eyes of
some of those philanthropic Knglish men who
have some feeling for Africa! Oh! for some
man of eloquence and influence to point out
to the people of England the comparative
uselessuess of their expensive squadron out
here, and the evormous benefits that must
result to the country, and ultimately to Kog-
land herself, morally and materially, if she
;o:ld extend ho:hﬁbli;hum onhhn:a

ake away two-thirds of your squadron
spend one-hali ita cost in creating more sta-
tions on shore, and greatly strengthening your
old statiops, . T T vy




