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For the Christian Messenger.

“ The Body’s loss with the Soul’s
gain.” —Tupper.

Though our outward man perish, yet the tnward
man is rencwed day by day.~2 Cor, év. 186.

Yes the poor worn and weary bpdy may decay,
And feel how fast it nears the grave each passing
day,— .

May daily find its feeble powers more feeble grow,
And tke once bounding life pulse-throb more faint
and slow ;

The failing footsteps once elastic, bold, and free,

Uncertain as an infant’s first attempt ‘may be;

The memory t-eacherous and confused, the vision
dim,

Palsied and shrunk the once well-fashioned, vigor-
ous limb.

But if Th' ‘undying soul by grace divine renewed,
Feel in its daily life the power of sin subdued,—
Know that its aspirations high and higher rise,

As day by day it nears its home beyond the skies.

-§f dymg daily to the things of time and sense,
It wait the joyful summons that shall call it hence ;
Look back on life as on a toil-spent weary day,
And plume its wings in readiness to soar away.

Though nature may at times assert her mightr
power,

And view with dread th’ inevitable parting hour;

May shrink from sundering ties that nought could

, rend bhefore, ’

Aund trembling hear the waves on Jordan’s stormy
shore.

Yet faith, a!l conquering faith shall still triam-
‘phant be,

Stronger and brighter as it nears eternity,—

Raising the soul above all thought of care or pain,

Thus is the body’s loss the soul’s most glotious gain.

Lower Stewiacke. J. B.

—
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The Three Centuries,

Religious liberty is an inheritance we too
often undervalue. We do not consider suffi-
ciently what“it has cost. By an occasional
glance at the past, we arc reminded of the
gloom which formerly surrounded the exer-
oise of what are now regardcd, at least on
this side the Atlantic, inalicnble and. undis.
puted rights—to worship God according to
the digtates of His word and our consciences.

The Baptists and other Nonconformists of
England, intend this year to celebrate the bi-
centenar v of the ejectment, from the Church-
established-by-law, ‘of two thousand of her

scribe the test applied for the purpose of bring-
ing them into submission to the civil power.

The Baptist Magazine for Jaruary con-
tains, in a very graphic and succinet form, un-
der the above title, outlinés of history, or
pictures as they might be called, which will
belp its_readers to estimate their priviledges,

sod with becoming feel ngs to enter upon this

- eolebration,

Whilst we rejoice in the frecdom we pos-
#ess, lot us not think lightly of the price at
which it has been purchased, and although we
Wy not thiok it necessary to join pubiiely in
this celebration, yet we cannot be insensible
to the subject which is occupying the atten- [ Ep
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Supper before
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. <.\ people were heard the voices of their minis-

?“th’go ters, who, by the hands of old Mr. Arthur

AR | presented the King with a richly
adorned Bible, which he received, telling
them, * it should be the rule of his
ment and of his lile.”
been placed in an ante-chamber to overhear
the king’s prayer, in which *“ he hoped the
Lord would give him an humble, meek, for-
giving spirit ; that he might have forbear-
ance from offended heaven,” reported to
his brethren that they had got an angel of a
« The sugar'd words” concealed the
poison in his heart.

“ Ah, ha,any lord, ths prince is not an Edward !
He is not lolling on a lewd day-bed,

Bat on his knees at meditation ; -

Not dallying with a brace of courtezans,

‘Bzt meditating with two deep divines;

Not sleeping to engross his idle body,

But praying to enrich his watchful soul ;

Happy were England, would this virtuous prince
Take on himself the soverei;nty thereof.”

S0 England thought, and in an €vil hour wel-
comed to her throne the most dissolute, most
tyrannical, most selfish king she ever had.
The day-dream was speedily dispelled, and for
fourteen years this lord of misrule rioted over
the relies of the nation’s honoar, humbled her
flag, exhausted her finances, and
‘wisest and the holiest of her sons.
overt aet in this reigu for the destruction of
religious liberty was the Co
which imposed
according to the rites of the Church of Kng.
land ; the oath of allegiance; the disclaimer
League and Covenant; and a declara-
tion of the illegality of taking up arms against
or his authority upon
holding municipal offices. Thus the Non-
conformists were shot off from 2ll participa-
tion even in the meancst civil services.
came the xiii. Car. II. cap. 1.,—the Act
against the Quakers,—by which all persons
refusing to take an oath,. or maintaining the
unlawfulness of oaths, were cast into prison.
More than four thousand members of the So-
ciety of Friends suffered captivity under this
tyrannical imposition. At length the profli-
gate Government felt itselt strong o
attack the Puritans in the-Church ; and in the
commencement of 1662 the Aet of Unifor-
the House of Commons by
bare majority of 186 to 180, By this enact-
ment every parson, vicar, or other minister
whatsoever, was required, before the Feast of
St. Bartholomew, the 24th of August in the
same year, opeuly and publicly in the presence
tion assembled for religious
worship, to uttr the following words :—

“ I, A.'B., do here declare my unfeigned assent
to all and everything contained and prescribed
in and by the Book, entitled the qu[
mon Prayer and Administration of Sacra-
ments, and other Rites and Ceremonies of the
Church, according to the use of the Church of
England, together with the Psalms of David, ap-
pointed as they are tobe sung or said in church-
es ; and the form and manner of making, or-
daining, and consecrating ‘of bishops, priests,

congr

deacons.”

| ardination.”

Mr. Case, who bhad

the test of the

vern-

oppressed the
The first

all persons

Next

the

penalty for neglecting or refusing to
make this declaration is deprivation, ipso faclo,
of all his spiritual promotions,”
Another clause of this Procrustean piece of
tyranny rejuired “ every schoolmaster keep-
ing any publie or private school, and any per-
sou instracting youth in any private family,
to subseribe before the bishop of the diocese a
déclaration of conformity to the Litargy
the Church of England.”
ment condemned to a penalty of one hundred
pounds for every offence, any
tering * the holg sacrament of the Lord's
e be ordained a priest by

A further cnact-

life and liberty be the penalty of non-compli-
ance. - No torturing of reason can justify
subscription to that which he believes to be
unirue,

overian

anything
Seven years' war are exchanged
The Americar coloniés have not repudiated
| the mother country, and established their own
It is scarcely possible to iden- | P

independence.
tify the England of Queen Victoria with the

ration Act,|ing. There was a duel every. day, and gamb-
rd’s Supper | ling every night—Sunday especially, Hospi-

of Com-

adminis-

1762.

George ITI. has recently succeded his Han-

ndfather, whose only liking for
%:glish was for English gold. The
for peace.

country, justifies the verdict of the wise man
“ Say not thou, What is the cause thaf™ the
former days were better than these? for thou
dost not inquire wisely concerning this,”

The commerce of Britain had not yet
barst its shell ; our great grandfathers had
little to offer in the world’s markets, and f
small means of access to them. OCoffee-
houses, clubs, and theatres were at their
height, and a galaxy of grcat pames of the
period will serve to illustrate the flourishing
condition of literature : Johnson, Goldsmith,
Gibbon, Burke, Gray, and many lessér stars,
shone down on this age of active pamphlet-
eering, majestic discussion, and polished writ-

tality was the boast of that day; rendered in
in the language of the present, it meant un-
mitigated drunkenness, A dinner party was
expected to terminate with a considerable
portion of the guests under the table, and the
remainder considerably too far gone to assist
in removing them. The tleman of the
road, as highwaymen were termed, levied
black mail almost without let or hindrance,
though the little-wizened sheets called news-
papers were full ot accounts of pablic execu-
ticns, The laws of the period were Dracon-
je in their severity—not a ray of mercy
shines in any portion of the penal code. The
isons were literally hells on earth, in which
pestilence, famine, and filth held the devil’s
‘carnival with crimes and " criminals of every
hue. It was the darkness that precedes the
dawn, Howard was beginning his godlike
exertions in the jails, Raikes, the projector
of Sabbath schools, was brooding over his
plan for promot.i% the quiet of Gloucester
streets, litt'e heeding whereunto the thin
would grow. Though a chilling blight
settled on all sections of the Christian Church,
so that it becomes a matter of astonishment
how such a race of men could have been be-
tten by the giants of the previous century,
hitfield and Wesley were at their work of
rousing the professors of rhe age from their
lethargic slumbers, calling myriads fo the
knowledge of Christ, and bearing swift wit-
ness against the rampant immorality. Up-
dasunted by rough treatment and blasphemeus
caricaturing (the former till he was sixty-six,
the latter till he was eighty-eight) they ceased
not in England and America to work for the
revival of religion. To their apostolic zeal
is traceable the vitality of Christian life in
our own times.
an infant only a few weeks old, nurtured by

mencing.
ting strongl g
severance o
state and the American colonies, so soon to take

In 1762 William Carey was

a special providence in a secluded Northamp-
ton village, and kept for the receptacle of the
mighty project that should hereafter evange-
of | lise the world. :

“The extension of the rule of Britain over | .
far-off, widely separated lands, was just com- isolation we stand all too weak for the egpor-
e current was for the first time set-
towards extended empire. The
the connection Letween the parent

place, was about to direct all the energies of our
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cupyin%:,()O0,000 square milés-in> ;il quarters of
the glo

. This marvellous extension, while the

progress of the nation in other directions—on
every continent, b
checked, has brought us into close contact, into’
responsible association with the most populous
nations of the world, and the most wide-spread
forms of idolatry, thus preparing us for concen-
trated effort where most needed, and for extend-
operations in the proportion demanded.”*

every sea—has not been

1862.

Other pens have in these pages given ex- |
ression to our share in the nation’s grief at

the loss of the virtuous and amiable consort
tainly, a review of the manncrs and customs
of society, and the general condition of the

cd our readers to the claims of the eoming

{xbibition season on the prayers and exer-

tions of Christians for. the advancement of the
Saviour’s kingdom.

' 'While we write there is yet another soarée
of intense solicitude agitating the heart of the
country.
with America, ‘We are waiting in a suspense

It isthe question of peace or war

ull of awe for the swift ship that is bearing over

the waters of the Atlantic @ word, thatis
rore tous than the richest cargo
crossed the main.
known, is one that, when these lines reach the
reader, will have either plunged us into deep-
er grief, or will have exchanged our sugpense
for gratitude and praise.
the prayers of God’s people avail for a bless-
ing to attend the issue!
attended by the humiliation and mourning of
the Charches before God !—it peace, wmay it

that ever
The alternative, as yet un-

In either case may

If war, may it be

witness our thankful acclamations and votive
thank-offerings! One fact is certain, that
thousands of our countrymen are alrcady ex-
posed to bitter privations in consequence of
the civil war in America. All honour to the
patience in suffering hitherto displayed by the
unemployed aud half-employed factory hands,
It cannot be long before the cry of their need
is heard throughout the land. At the first
sign, before famine stares them face to face,
let us assure our brethren who minister in the
cotton districts that the poor of their church-
cs shall share our comforts, By reason of
this variety of woe, the year opens gloomily,
but it may break forth evén yet into bright-
ness and prosperity, Tux Lorp kerexern,
The large outpouricg of the spirit of pray-
er which the Churches of Britain have of late
enjoyed, and the cousequent increase of con-
versions, iospire the hope that we may in
1862 see greater things yet. If our Church-
es do but maintain earnest importunity with
God. we shall through all the commotions of
earth witness the progress of the truth as it
is in Jesus. It is in the nature of spiritual
blessings to quicken and -enlarge the souls
they replenish, so that, drawn by the mercies
of the past, and driven by the anxieties ol
the present, we anticipate a year of fervent
prayer.

We heartily urge on our readers the invita-
tion iscued by the Committee of the Evangelical
Alliance to unite in dedicating the week com-
mencing January the 5th, and terminating
with the 12th, to special prayer, and trust
that this sacred concert of believers of all de-
{ nominations will bring down copious blessin
on the Churcl and the world. Bat while in
our congregational centres we thus labour and
faint not, it is to be hoped that our denomin-
ational extension will be the object of com-
bined action. The populace is willing to hear-
the Gospel, but the supply is mournfully im
adequate. Our own tenets are gaining
ground in the public mind, but in our pitiful

tunity.

To some “who read these lines the deerce:
has gone forth, “ Thus saith the Lord: This
ear thou shalt die.” Nothing cam avert the
ow ; no buckler is impervious to the shafts.

tion of our brethren in the moth Ave. 8t. Bartholomew’s Day, the centenary of | country towards eastern lands. Prior to 1760— > - - .
"'1 662 bl gle butchery of; th of Protestants _in| the .yGZr !gell‘or;e Cat ey'l.kirt:f——l?:sr foreign pos- :f'utt:::ltum : d’e n: ;:N:’inm?ﬁ:s_af::d:
On the 20th of May, 1660, Charles II. olut:?:l;n‘gsli:g‘ E oil ':;::: imuﬁ?'::: 32".3.": lc:::, v:eree::;e fiﬁ'&eea.t I: t'h: ::;e :{; the purple of monarchs, or the rags of pau-
eatered London, surrounded Ly the most pro-|bers of the ministers are vatiously | Dad next to none. That very year Canada, and | pers—the insatiable King of Terrore wilk
fuse manifestations of public joy, His fam-|stated, but at least two thousand of t} Y| all the vast regions to the north and - west, be- | searchi out his prey and demand the tribute
ous declaration made at Breda had preceeded |fused the test, and suffored the loss of all | Chhe ours. Five years after that, the lordship | payable by every child of Adam. May the
imperi

pim—* Wy do also declare a libert

to tend
consciences, and that no man shall b’e dilqni:

thin

od or called in question for differences of |their

m on matters of religion ‘!"i""::a ot
om, we
8. Ash ot

shall | must

the peace of the

shall be ready to comsent to
. Parliament ag, mature deli

deliberation,
be offered to us for the full i i
dulgeose.” A G

rather than sacrifice a i

be

conscience.
Their integrity, \heir forti their faith,
ent sufferings,—the Nonconformists
of Britaio prop;n wxm‘*b“ru h‘:l;o
present year, From d
vodila!. but in this all %ﬁq

inded men
agreed : No man of God can asse
or consent to human ordinances in opposition
to the dictales of conscience, though loss of | ed from little more than 20 millions to 220, oc-

Subsequently all
vast continent of
land of Tasmania and New
territories, -were added to

Great Biitain and her

of Bengal, Bebar, and Orissa, was conferred on
the East India Company. From this bnqmning, A
their sway ultimately extended over all India— N
a rule now transferred Ato. the British Crow:. g od till that inevitabla A o
frican possessi the - ‘hour, sl
ia, the i o 1s- 'l“, may each W“l“l. “J\ witness in. thee
_ and other
empire, Thus,
during the last bundred yeare, the population crf
ies bas increas-

le lite conferved. by the nd
adden thine heart, my, reader, and
ee the victory in thas last conflict.

rcnewed devotedness to Christ, and grewing
fitness for * the imheritance of the saints in
lgher i !

*Rev. F. Boaworth's * England: -l.%“



