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Por 'the Ohristian Messenger.
“ Am old Disciple.”
Actn 24, 16.

Notes or A SERMON PREACHED IN THE BAPTIST
MzeTiNe House Wox.mu. ON THE MORNING
or Lorp’s DAy Minos 81,1 . on OCCASION OF
THE DEATH OF hxuox Frron, Es
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That is all we koow of him, = Whether he|
was converted by our, Lord.  himself, duﬂno’
his earthly sojourn, or whether he was one
those who joined the church at or isoon after
the day of Pentecost, is;not known. It is
somewhat si that no. mention is made of
him in the le that emmt among
the early Christians. age of th
text implies that he was one ofn$ rst mem-
bers of the Christian’ community,  'Let us
endeavour to min its meaning.

1. He wis a dis '

The meaning js, that ‘he yeceived the Iprd’:
teachings, wbdthor communicated personally | gno
or through the mediam of his apostles. The
comprised many new and strange truths, dif-
ferent from or even contrary to all that he had
been taught before. ~ But the mobmg was di-
vine, t being admitted, reception was the
only duty. Tt'was not for the disciple to ca-
vil, or contradiot, or say, “ How caun these
things be? Heo went to the Master to learn
not to dispute. ' Disvipleship imported teach-
ableness and humility, the spirit of s liule
child, There was no assumption of ri
question, or add, or alter, for truth h boon
taught by the lips of Truth iteelf.

All truth was oot at first clearly unfolded.
The salvation was revealed gradually.- Thé
system required time for ooupkte m la-
tion. As it. was more fully unveiled,
disooveries ' were made of the oharsster nd
designs of God, and the spiritual -ecn;u
facts in the Lord's histo ,leh‘ioupnj
were sometimes |ho¢od and now and then
there was & temptation to exomil:q“‘hiiﬁ.
hard saying !" BtHL ‘the only 8
uine du{np e would raise was, ‘* Isit the wm
of the Lord”? He did not set himself
a judge.” It bad been that the ol
Spirit would ** guide into all truth,” and he
was willing to be guided.

Nor must it be overlooked that the primi.
tive disciple was more than a mere learner of
opinions. He received the word ““ not as the
word of men, bat as it was in truth, the word
of God,”-and be received it for himselt, He
not only held sound views on wan’s ruined
state—th¥ way of redemption—the obligation
to holmou-tho bliss of heaven ;—he saw
oimse.f to be the ruiced man, self-ruined—he
rejoiced that Ae was redesmed ** by the pre-
cious blood of Ohrist”—he o'l::d conseious of
sanotifyi wer-—he ¢ in hope,”

The’mn' Pl:; was, fnrtza. that Ae
the Lord'a zcapa The religion of the dis-
ciple includes more than en intellectual agree-
meont with the divine writers. It is submission
to the Master, ** Why call ye me Lord, Lord,
and do not the things which 1 say ?” ‘.Hle

commission ran thus—*¢ Teaching to ob-
serve all th whatsoever, IME oomundod
you.” ple ‘imitates Him who has

“ left us lll mm lo that we should follow his |},
steps,” His tem and hbm of life ore g
m:ommmm‘\“mi m .
Ye dg, in word or D name 0
the Lord Jesus,” M
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gl e angr
at his baptism, when | wh
he publioly aonounced his: deut:ﬁation to live | ¥

focGod * the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost.”" - He lived in: the' days of which it

: "
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bad been prophesied—+ one shall

vE
oew | the Lord’s ; and anothor shall call ;:rmulf by
the name of Jadob; od anofher shall sub-

soribe with hllhndtotholord. and surname

himself

He pever blinked it He was not s border

by the. name of lsrael.”

christisn, but

Worldly

o thought it strange

family,

was, “ What is the will of the Lord 7

men knew where to fiad him, and woal sn-
ticipate, with general correctuness, Ais line of
conduot on any emergency that might arise.

1V, He was kept as a disciple. -

There were many inducements to . hnk-
ward course. Wealth, and worldly mﬂ;eaoe

might bave been obtained if he had a
W tl&

force of character, manliness, bold dqtomim,-
tion to remain faithful to the cause he had

T / It was all this—but it was some-
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Power of God.”
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Ho firmly believed that as trinls
Fthat Jesus loved him less, 50 he would
| moved by

Bat he stood*fast. How 7

q. ltwutbcmof(}od
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fastness. In §
Who shall
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thetn to love ‘the W!&

in- their pleasant course,
.and ite length,

e etersood b, Fhough' o

that he would not run
88 | with them to the same exgess of riot,” thay

y | did not venture to ask him to join them, . not
earing to incur the ‘mortification of a. refusal.
Ho carried Lis principles into all his  en-

gements, He was o disoi
—in the

am.” “Kept,
' ‘sod_ extrapr-
wtzl of .ﬂ‘. m

not lhow
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‘“ a8 unto s hvoly stone, diullowed lndecd al‘
men, but chosen of God and
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acoeptable to by Jesus Christ

without ceas- | ¢ v breaki
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pensation of the
Spirit, and deveutly recognises the order of '

*Ask, and ye shall re-

Fnrthar :—he maintained christian fellow‘r :
.J both am u:oeh the brethren, individually

in the oh Bp believed, in reimou

feohng,amre& that both receivers

o

. wiews similar to

wﬂwme embodied in Cowper’s well. |

“ But souls; Mc‘nrm blest
Of joys they meet vmh in their M%ﬁ
nfidence make known

ple overywhen
in society,” as' well as
in the church. ' 'When doubttnl or diffioult
(questions ' presented 'themselves, Aés in niry
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peace, according
eyes bave seen thy salvation 7"’ Amd
-up of nature there was peace
hio, the peace of faith in the  finished | tify
<, !ho graciobs'
Ive ooivmnt
vput with self-reproach and sorrow, ex-
ming, ‘*If thou, Lord, shouldest mar
uities, O Lord, who shall stand 7
7 Ty rose up to view, and the “old dis-
plo” died a8 he had lived,
y of ‘our Lord Jesus Obri

a9 its Clerk
with two othet! to the oﬁce of ralin spirits, the eral pled mited to tho
" which was rohbly, in & Baptu‘t 11 oty gobqing sl
y, pretty much tﬁo same as that of dea-
An his children also became members
16 ohurch. ' He gent his son to Windsor

2, where bé remdined a year or two,

ilthe
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sidn i m kuown He
early life, but did not make a public profes-
sion till about forty-seven years ago, w
entered into the fellowship of the cburch,” of
which he was an hooo
bertill kis death. At that time the church
was in &'low ‘state, not numberiog more than
sixty members.. He lived to witness a grati-
i , enjoying and taki
zfgmwmhlsfo ,i:‘whioh christians were
| blessed and sinbers brovght to God,  When
he dwd the church was more than four times
large as when he joined it, having also dis-
missed . ymany., of . its members to form the
iohnrohu at Gasporesux snd New Minas.
The elements of discipleship were conspic-
0@ uous in the christian clu.notar of our brother.
His views of truth were clear, and his attach-
ment to the doctrines of the

t | meetings were at once plain,
‘real

promises, the

1887,

But #ré weo hot entitled to
e that in the lut moments of such a
good old Bimeon were ok-
Tlottest thou thy ser- |
to thy word, for

all.compre-

Homility contemplated

But

ooking for the
8t nnto eternal | hi
Tbeb he went to the Master, joined
dly fellowship of the apootlea," and jfutwm m
onunedroouno of instruotion snd

:gled with the
dnkness, &

difficulties,

the hindnnoee of this

O hiend and brother whose death hu

o i 'these remarks was alio’ “ an old

.” He had ‘be¢n pearly fifty years

per ‘of this chatrch, and he was tourscure | b

*!breo yesrs old'when he died.
y Fitch was the son of

ious paronts,
B hthoi joined thi

is Shidrch'in'the year 1780,
several years, and was

completed the usnal term of
ents of the Insti-

le end

vourable to students
were not members' of the Church of
d. Tto liberal _prinoi les which now

Nm Sootn Colleges were un.

wﬂ%s oolm-
became a'christian in

opho

useful mem-

part in nu-

| was strong.

ough’ not: s0: waruily emotional as some, it
was sufficiently evident that the truth ‘¢ came
to hin"wot'in word only, but also in power,
and in the Holy Gthost, and .in much assus,
His_ utterances at . the conference
pithy, -and fer.
pess of heart,
word of God and prayer. His
piety was fed and nurtured by heavenly truth,
the kmlodic of which he
Soripture,

JW

acquired by dxh.
Few are 80 cxtcn-
with the econtents ot the
Bible as he was. Aod he lived near to God.
Prayer was his joy, his relief, and his solace.
family were statedly assembled for the

mi!oernd care was

cmd devout

mltlmbmﬂiuhfl‘- His place
| sombly of -the saints” was

ys “of Dunn.vlq-porﬁmd

;lnr hkng mﬂ mmm in ;Iie bouse

to the
the “u-

i ol rsideon

of lhruulknhomtbo ocentral | won

bt bis brethren well knew

was only.to
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bﬂn anmberof yenugo,to the deacon-
the duties of the office

%m] and propriety.
i8 genm:ty was exemplary. Sucoessful
indurtry éhul furnished  the means of doing
the will was: ot wanting. . To the
.-poor of the ne

rhood, as numbers can les-
, he was

hmtod and liberal. Hedid

not merely say, ‘ Be ye warmed and filled,”
but he *“gave them those things whick are
needful to the body.” Hospitality, was eon-

k| stantly exertised in his house .--thongh he

could pot be privileged, like Mnason, to re-
¢¢ive an lpOltle. many, of, the sqoouaon of
the apostles found & cheerful weleome: under
is roof, The claims of the eburch were
oonmcntlon:? and kindly regarded. _To ap-

etorthesn portot the nume-
Tous societies, the eat;bl"uhmont of , which llll
distingnished the history of this
promptly and liberally wu
active in promoting tho objeots of the Bxble

Society.  He was one of the
por(crz of the Temperance Boe{'c,‘

gla.oo in the {m 1829 ::‘;l 'Inoh nu-—
mm ® years, N a thousand
bers; and it xf ble,t[utmtho

oﬁginnl list mmbm q umk ] ,od
his name, mtug % u:lq’
to abstain from wine as well rom trdont

,’

latter. The Tenpmoq
earnest advocacy. In h‘ia city
he rendered efficient service to it, bm:g:u
persuaded that dmnkenneas is one of tho
most degrading and injurious habits, and that
thorumhgpusm(unoe nhuel; t to \be
sboMr "Fitch’s attachment to edmtm was
wn io various ways, He took inter-
est in Sunday Sohools. Several ﬁuhb-
lished by him in the vicinity of his residence,

M(“‘W‘“!.& ’M '!'F &
d&a till he was uwpw of  seventy
years old, ~ When our Ednouup Society was

fomodm1828,h entered into, the |

project
.&m great ardour. . It was. mainly . h;ba
thuthofandw-nmd for . the

 ochase of the p ty on which the
were ereeted. T a8 the first Tmebuu:.?f
‘the, Society, and an active member of the
Executive, Committee. /The same zeal and
earnestpess  were .oarried into .our Coll
affairs.,  When it was determined, in 183?
to attempt to raise an Endowment Fund, his
name was the first among the lohol
holders, who responded io the ap
by the :original projectors  of tho movmt.
In the cowrse of his life. the sumof £1700
was contributed to, our ' Educational Institu.
tions by himsslf and the immediate menborl
ofhnmmly Thedep&kofhuf
this sgb;oot may be j the fol ow-
ing entry in his Jonrnnl.«—-“ ov. §, 1865.
Eighty-two years old to-day. . More cauge for
gratitude to my Heavenly Father.. Thanks
bu holy wno for his continued. meroies,
Ohfounew consecration of m ( to. him,
and an inoreasing ripeness for ory ! )hy 1
live to see iv the coming year his
per and his kingdom extend on cmh ! 'i-
become more lm-

our Inpt tions of learni
Iy established, and ep tulnwellumht
know! abound in their midst !

mtd:l;t and  Professors. qf the

e, Bl - g
g Holy Bt T

by the

demy slro, wifh its Teachers, now present,
snd i ,&hg‘-{uhm way they be M
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