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statues of the famous artists, and 

paintings of the most renowned paint- | 

In Holy Scripture thére is no oe { To the Editor of the Christian Messen 
tion of mass, purgatory, indalgende: 
jubilees, or aaricular confession ; and 
such institutions have no cause to exist, 

for Christ bas immolated Himself for 
the salvation of man. Yet for centuries | 
they flourished in the Church of Rome ; 

and for what object ? It is painful to 

say so, but it is no longer a mystery to 

any one that such equipages have had 
and have no other objest but to seize 
property and to become the arbiters 

of the mind and eonseience of in- 
dividuals. Tt would be difficult and 
almost impossible to enter mioutely 
into subtle disquisitions in a simple 
letter. I might quote abundance of 

~ passages from authors; but I will pass 

over them, coumsidering it vain ‘pride. 
It sufficeth me that I have concisely ia- 

dicated how the Church of Rome has! 
abandoned the principles of the Gospel. | 
Its abberrations have gone so far, that 

she has lost the cobesion'and the power 

of the prineiples of a divine religion; 
it has had to‘'make use of material toree 
and of the temporal dominion to retain 

that of the spirit, as it has availed itself 

of the latter to support the former. 

Hence the countioual wars in which it 

has been involved ; hence the famous 

massaere of St. Dartholomew aud of 
the Albigenses, hence the hundreds of 

thousands of victims immolated on ‘the 

stakes by the holy inquisition in the 
pame of Him who, dying, pardoned his! 

cracifiers.” 
 ¢ As long as the Roman Church 
could domineer by political cunning, 
by alliances, by power, the stake and 
excommunications, she allowed Savon. 
arola, Arnaldo da Brascia and others 
to preach ; knowing that at a given 

moment she could burn their bodies 
and scatter their ashes to the winds, 

without the least commotion amongst 
the mob, accoustomed to tremble in 
her presence. Decreasing in the 
changes of time even this ignerant 
submission of (he multitudes, she saw 
no other means of escape but by the 
diffusing of ignorance. Hence a eon- 
tinual fury to extinguish every rising 
idea of progress, hence the institution 
of the index, in which more than ever 
is registered or marked the Bible, if 
not adorned or expounded in her own 
way ; as if the Word of God needed in- 
terpreters to be understood, or had not 
eufficient power in itself to enlighten the 
mind even of the least intelligent. 
But something more was the hidden 
cause of 50 much unqualified ostraci-m. 
A diseased eye endures with pain the 
light, as the owl hides at the rising of 
the sun. 
“The Roman Church, conscious of 

net being able to maintain her doctrines 
her rites and institutions in compari- 
son with the preeepts of the Bible, has 
ended by forbidding the reading of 
it in that language in which alone it 
can be understood by the people and 
the multitude. 

Having brought things to such an 
extreme, a Christian who is anxious 
for the salvation of his own soul must 
decide either to remain with the Chareh 
of Rome against the Bible and agaiust 
God, or be with the Bible and in the 
Church of Christ, without the-Roman 
Church. In this alternative I could 
po longer hesitate, and I have turned 
mind and heart to’ that Apostolic 
Church of Christ which retains with 
proper veneration the Holy Seriptures, 
and in conformity with which, ineulcates 
and executes in its purity and simpliei- 
ty the precep's of the divipe teacher, 
believe thus to have fulfilled my duty, 

and now | take my leave of your emi- 
nenee, and of the Roman Church, pray- 

fortunately Greek seems to be dying out 

{ with the teachings of sacred Scripture. 
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Dear Bir :—More thah two years 
ago several articles were written for 
your journal in which the opinion was 
advocated that the Classics were en- 
titled to oceupy the prominent place 
in the College Curriculam which had 
Litherto been assigned to them. 1 
have met in the course of my readings 
many confirmations of this idea; but 
the other day ia recordiog the address 
of Professor DeMille on the oceasion 
of the opening of Dalhousie College, 
remarked some expressions which are 
so significant and pertinent, that 1 can- 
pot help laying thew .before your 
readers. The Professor in speaking 
of the study of the Classics said ; Per- 
sonally I believe in Greek. But un- 

of our Universities. I am afraid thal 
it will cease to be obligatory—that it 
will ultimately be studied only as a 
specialty, like Hebrew or Sanscrit. 

This is plain talk and from a high 
authority: At least it proves that the 
study of Greek has some respectable 
backing. Certain men seem despair- 
ately anxious lest classical training may 
not be driven out of our schools to 
make room for scientific and technical 
studies ; but, methinks, they will have 
to wait sore time. Who knows these 

champions of medern wisdom. Let 
them come forth over their own names. 

True CurLrure. 

[Another communication in reference 
to this subjeet will be found on our 
sixth page.—Ep. C. M ] 
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For the Christian Messenger, 

BOUNDS OF CHRISTIAN UNION. 

Union among all the children of God 
is obviously desirable. As there un. 
doubtedly exist diversities of views 
with referepce to doctrine and duty 
among the truly pious, it may be use- 
ful to ccosider how far Christian union 

~now of pearly 59 years—on mature 
consideration I concluded it was allow- 
able to unite with persons decidedly 
orthodox, evangelical, and pious, so 
far as I could be satisfied that they 
believed and practised in accordance 

Such has been, and such still is, my 
course, | 

It is manifestly inconsistent and 
wrong for any person, out of courtesy, 
or for the sake of union, to relinquish 
a doetrive, or disobey a command 
which be sincerely believes is taught or 
eujoined in the word of Cod. More. 
over none should blame others for ad- 
vocating sentiments conscientiously en- 
tertained by them. Where, however, 
persons of different denomipations 
unite in an Alliance, or Assogiation, 
for the general good, it is naturally ex- 
pected that in uuion meetings they will 
avoid the introdaciion of subjects 
wherein a difference of sentiment is 
known to exist. 

At the inception of the Evangelical 
Alliance, the principles laid down on 
thé pla’ form met my concurrence; and 1 
published a notice expressive of ap. 
proval. I now write from memory ; 
but am sure there was no intimation 
that persons joining the Alliunce 
would be expected to unite at its 
meetings in celebrating the Lord's 
Supper. 
Bome years subsequently a proposal 

ing the Heavenly Father, that as he bas 
enlightened me, he may also enlighten 
your eminence, also the sacred college 
and clergy to return to the glorious 
times of the primitive Roman Church. 
And this special prayer I offer to thé 

Giver of all good that it way please 
them to bless and enlighten Pius 1X. 
Oh yes! let me hope 
is ladeu with years and on the brink of 
the grave, he may remember the harm 
be bas done to Christ and to His Church 
and that be may return to the arms of 
the Baviour who is willing to re. 
ccive him, and may bis last words not 
be maledictions aad exeommunications, 

but words of love and peace, calling the 
erring ones 10 repent and follow Christ, 
that soon there may be but one fold 
and one shepherd. God grant it — 
Your Emivevce's most bumble Ser. 
vant, OR 

~~ Paoro Cavavizre Grasse. 

that pow that he | 
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of this kind was made ; but Rev. Dr. 
Bates, a Presbyterian Minister, pru- 
dently sod candidly o! jected to it, 
justly remarking, in effect, that some 
worthy members of the Alliance ejuld 
hot conscientiously join in it, and that 
such 8 measure would tend to intro- 
duce disunion. Thereupon the pro- 
posal was wisely withdrawn, 

While the notice given out by Rev. 
Dr. Adams at the late meeting of ihe 
Alliance, with the sccompanying invi- 
tation, appears (0 we very ipjudicious, 
I am glad to see that he candidly ox- 
overated the Alliance, and touk the 
whole respousibility on himself. All 
auempts Lo carry » uuion of differing 
bodies beyoud due bounds, are mani- 
tly adapted wo produce dissention 

| and strife. They should, therefore, 
be cautiously avoided, 

| To conclude in brief, as a sinoere 

tisns, so far 
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communication 
the Wesleyan of the 10th inst: The 
writer struts on his little stage, and as- 
sures the readers of the Wesleyan, that 
the author of an article published io a 

of the Messenger, 
sizned ** An Old fashioned Baptist,” 
“ wears a straight jacket, and imagines 
he is in full dress,” with much more in 
the same complimentary style, and all 
forsooth because the question had been 
asked, *“ What Baptists bad gained by 
Young Men's Christian Associations or 
Evaogelieal Alliances” ? 
A little further on, this personifica- 

tion of ** Union,” as he would have the 
public believe by his signature, asks 
** What has a bat gained by the light.” 
Then again he characterizes the sen. 
timent he scowls at, and would fain, 
frown it down as a ** pitiable exhibition 
of chrovie bigotry.” 

Bat * Old f.shioned Baptists” the 
world over, are too much accustomed 
to such naughty ebullitiong emanating 
from the grand Pedo baptist phalanx, 
mother, and daughters, to be moved to 

pity, for their revilers 
to find themselves reproached for their 
scriptural peculiarity, 
~ These ** old fashioned Baptists” all 
through the ages, long before our good 
brethren of the Methodist denomina- 
tion, bad a name or a place in any 
kind of Christian Associations, or Al- 
lianees, shouldered the standards of a 
pure worship, and claimed, as they do 
now, to square their professions and 
their lives 

recent 

| aught else than 
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Caarres Topper. 
Aylesford, Nov. 21, 1873. 
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For the Christian Messenger. 

ASSOCIATIONS AND ALLIANCES | 
nr 

Myr. E duor ,~ 

My attention has been directed to a 
¢ Union,” in signed 

number 

Y the plainest teach 
can be consistently carried by persons | the Word of God. 
of different denominations. If the profession of img of a 

In the early part of my pilgrimage | Christian Association or an Kvan- 
gelical Alliance, bad impending —in- 
stead of invitations to dinuer at the 
Academies of Music—a day’s junket. 
ing with the Munieipal Council of New 
York,—prineely weleomes at Philadel- 
phia, or Princeton Dniversity—friendly 
greetings at Washington—magoificent 
banquets given by a Columbian Gov. 
ernor, and dtate receptions by Presi 
dent Grauot at the White House—if, 1 
say, instead of this state oi comfortable 
evjoyment, the members of these or- 
ganizations foresaw as the certain re- 
sults of their zeal, ** that bonds and 
imprisonments every where awaited 
them,” that dangers, racks, inquisi- 
tions, faggots and fire strewed their 
pathway, and would almost certainly 
overtake them and terminate their 
career, then, indeed ove eounld b-tter 
appreciate the loud vauptings, and 
measure the self-denying characteris- 
tics of him who under the pseudonym 
of ** Union,” tells us that ** Such un. 
fortupnates (as old fashioned Baptists) 
exist 
sud dread contact with those who live 
on the great continent of religious free- 

Had our friend * Union’ said 
ou the great continent of *‘ baby 
sprinkling,” be would have been near- 
er the mark, by a good deal. 
Some of us who have access to the 

scant, but early litgpatare of Christian- 
ity, know full well what our fathers 
suffered for their peculiar religious 
views, —misnamed bigotry. Show me 
where persecytion ever raged at the bid- 
ding of intolerance, whether keathen 
or christian, from the days of Stephen 
the protu-martyr, down to the times of 
Johu Bunyan and Benjamin Keach or 
Roger Williams, and | am ajuch mis. 
taken if I cannot prove that some “ old 
fashioned Baptist” i 
suffering the fiercest of the fires, 

Bot the “old fastioned Baptists” 
are bats are they? snd dwell in a 
miserably small ¢ 
Wesleyan seribe, methioks, bas made 
his appearsnce on the world’s 
form a couple of centuries out of 

wight have attained some 
reign of Queen Mary, 

prelagy of Laud or Cran. 
ary of telling him, 

however, that as these old tashioved 
aptists, could not be coerced 

in a miserably small 

forsooth 

in pumbers | 

is in the front 
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a conscienfious and strict regard to the | other on this Continent—now the 
. | authority of Christ is: bigotry, from 
| wensorious expressions of every kind, 

and from needlessly wounding the 
feelings of any ; and to *‘ endeavor to | 

{keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bound of peace.” 
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not likely to be wheedled 0 
into 5 relations, or false: positions, ing to their prece 
by the temptation of such sugar coated | following the practices there ext 
inducements as Christian Asso Nn 

or Evangelical Alliances. with. the 
dinners, receptions, and displays to 
be offered. | 

Bat ** The Chureh,” says * Union” 
—whut shall it gain? Who js the 
charch 1 ask ? Let Rome the mother 
of Pedo-baptism reply. Let the 
Church and State advocates answer. 
[ say, whoever believe and are .bap- 
tized, they, avd they ouly ean claim to 
belong to the church. 

AN OLD PASHIONED Barrist. 

Bi — ---——— 

For the Christian Messenger, 

OUR MISSIONARIFS, 

My dear Sir, 
It will be gratifying to our friends 

to hear that our missionary brethren 
and sisters have been very kindly re- 
ceived by the Baptists in (xlasgow and 
its neighbourhood. The annual meet. 
ing of the Baptist Union of Scotland 
was held in that city soon after their ar- 
rival, and forcished an opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with the princi- 
pal ministers and brethren of our de- 
nomination. 
The brethren Sanford and Church- 

il), spent a Lord's ig! at Paisley, on 
the invitation of the Baptist minister 
in that plaer. A collection for our 
mission was taken up at ope for the 
services, which realised the handsome 
sum of sixteen pounds. 
The sisters were exerting themselves 

in the formatiin of ** Aid Bosieties,” | 
and were wuch encouraged by their 
success. 

Mrs. Churchill and Miss Eaton had 
studied medicine in Philadelphia last 
winter, They are in constant atten- 
dance at the ** Royal Infirmary,” Glas- 
gow, rendering valuable service to the 
lostitution, and thus lessening their 
own expenses, 

There is reason to believe that the 
detention at Glasgow will be blessed | 
** to the furtherance of the Gospel.” 

Tuesday npext, the 25th inst., is the 
day appointed for their departure from 
Glasgow. Let us pray that they may 
have a safe voyage. : 

Yours truly, 26 
J. M. Crime, 

e—t—— 

Nov. 20, 1873, 

The Christian Messenger, 
- Halifax, N. 8,, Nov. 26th, 1878. 

THE FORCE OF TRUTH. 

‘We are living in eventful times, 
Light is spreading and truth is pene. 
trating into places where not long 
since it would have been uoceremoni- 
ously extinguished, and the bearer of 
it ignominiously erushed. The wission 
of the Baptists of Epgland and the 
Southern States, Lialy, and especially to 
the city of Rowe, is bearing fruitin the 
conversion of its priests, and tarning 
them to a declaration of faith in the 
Lord Jesus, ruch as perbaps has never 
been known since Apostolic days. The 
information given on our first page of 
this remarkable movement in e 
will be received with deep interest by 
all christian people, and especially by 
Baptists, the world over, ‘The position 
taken by Father Grassi is like another | 
Luther appearing on the horizon, ex- 
cept that was he or'y alle to receive, 
part of the light into which this later 
reformer has emerged, as it were by 
one leap. The error which Luthér re- 
tained respegting the ordinances of the 
church gave the Roman Catholic 
church an adventage over Lim that 
rendered him comparatively powerless, 
except in the one great wntter of sal. 
vation by faith, In this of course he 
did a» marvellous work end sapped the 
power of the hierarchy, but Grassi has 
quietly but effectual { broken down 
the pillar of Popery, lufant Baptism, 
and its twin sister, transubstantiation 
or covsubstantiation, or whatever Luther 
taught respeering the change ¢ffveied 
by consecration in the bread and wine 
at the Lord's Sapper, 
We regfet that, we could not give in 

one paper the whole of Father Grassi's 
letter 10 she Viear of Rome, as it throws 
a flood of light on the mode pursued. 
by the great pelitico-u 
zation, — oo he 

ong, | without’ reserve or he 
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rye or hesitation ; and. 
enter into their teachings ae in the 
sight of God aloue, without any of the 
trammels of chureh courts or ecclesias.- 
tical authorities. Instead of being Jed 
away by the desire for one orzanie 
vital unity on earth, us the Church 
of Christ—an essentially Roman idea 
—to which Father Hyacinthe clings, 
Father Grassi is only ‘concerned that 
Christ shall reign. in mep’s hearts and 
they shall us believers profess their 
faith in Him, and as such weet for His 
worship and for  iwstrustion in His 
Word. ight; : 
When the Hon, and Rev. Baptist 

Noel, an Evangelical clergyman of the 
Church of England, withdrew from that 

all "the ‘honors and 
emoluments of the Queen's Chaplainey 
to become a Baptist, and the pastor of 
a Baptist church in London, it “was 
regarded as a striking iustance of the 
force of truth ; but, in the case of Ca- 
non Grassi we see a much greater step 
taken ; from being a dignmitary of one 
of the most splendid churches in 
Rome—with the consciousness that 
bitter persceution would follow—=he 
comes té Jo a band of missionaries in 

| obedience to 1he teachings of the Word 
of God. Here is the strongest evidence 
that Truth is becoming triumphant. 

Let vs thank God whe has permitted 
us to see in-our day such results of the 
simple declaration of his trath. The 
mission of Baptists is yet to be fully 
accomplished, | 

The rulers of the infallible Roman 
Catholic Chureh havemade seme grand 
mistakes of late years. Perhaps this 
was never more apparent than in the 
appointment of a Uommission, about 
two years ago, to publicly discuss with 
protestant ministers at Rome the doc- 
trine of Papal lufallibility. It was 
notorious amongst the people of Rome 
and freely spoken of that the priests’ 
were defeated and silenced by the 
Evangelicals, as the Protestants were - 
called. That was dopbtless one of the 
steps which led to earnest énquiry and 
subsequently to this breaking forth of - 

The defenders of Infant Baptism ean- 
not successfully meet a Romanist, but 
when this last + pillar.of Popery” is 
broken down the whole fabrie falls and 
leaves. the course clear for the truth to 
enter the mind and heat of the sincere 
enquirer and the awakened sinner, 
whether he be priest or plebian, sove. 
reign or pauper, sip 
We shall be interested to learn the 

further developments of this remark- 
able movement, Great efforts will 
doubtless be made to quench the spark, 
or lessen the importance of the testi- 
mony borne to the truth, or perhaps 
to hush the voice, which has spoken _ 
with so much cléarness and force be- 
fore the wery Inquisition itself—not 
now, as formerly, us the precursor of a 
martyr's death—but, as we trust, the 
commencement of spiritual life to 
thousands of the priests and people of 
that, sa>-called, eternal city. 
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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN 

known country. But the wretched gov- 
ernment which has for many years 

rather thaw for its population to &e 
creased from without. 

in. : 

more than a benefit to the morals ¢ 
the country. They have persistently 
oppused efforts to introduce improv 
ments and liberal reforms. Notwith 
standing, however, their power n 

following amendments to the 
tution were decreed by the Cop 

rate. 2, ees cannot 
establishing®or prohibiting u 
3, Mariniury is 4, Religions iostitutions  Gunooy poses 

MEXICO, 

There is perhaps no more beautiful 
country in the world than Mexico, 
[ts climate, its scenery, and its fertility, 
are not surpassed we believe by any 

afflicted it, is such that life and pro- 
perty are so insecuru that the great in- 
ducements have been for its own well 
disposed people to get away, if possible, 

The priest- 
hood, who have exe: cised SUpreme au- 
thority there, have vg hy | 
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