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RELIGION AND DOCTINE.

BY JOMN HAY. ~
He stood before the Sanhed:im;
The scowling rabbis gazed at him,

He recked not of their praise or blame; &g a méal with’ thew.
ive softencd it down, and asked them | ing more.
tinct and full proof

There was no fear, thore was no shame,
For one upon whose dazzlcd eyes
The who'e world poured its vast surprise.
The open heaven was far too near,.

His first day's light too sweet and clear,
To let kim waste his new-gained ken

Oa the hate-clouded face of men.

But still they questioned, Who art thou §
What hast thoua been ? What art thou now ?
Thou art not he who yesterday
Sat here and begged beside the way ;

For he was blind

—And I am he,
For Iwas blind, but note 1 see.

He told the story o'cer and o'er;
It was his full heart’s only lore:
A prophet on the Sabbath day
Had toached his sightle: s eyes with clay,
And made him sze who bad been blind.
Their words passed by nim like the wind
Which raves and howls, but cannot shock
The hundred.fathom-rooted rock.

Their threats and fury all went wide;
They could not tonch bis Hebrew pride.
Their sneers at Jesus and His band,
Nameless and homeless ia the land,
Their boasts of Moses and his Lord,

All could not change him by one word.

I know not what this man may be,
Sinner or saint ; but as for me,
One thing 1 know. that I am Ae
Who once was blind, and now [ see.

They were all doctors of renown,
I'he great men of a famous town,
With deep brows, wrinkled, broad and wise,
Beneath their wide phylacteries;
THe wisdoul of the Tast was thefrs,
And honor crowned their silver hairs.
The man they jeered and laughed to scorn
Was unlearaed, poor, aud humbly bora;
Bat he knew better farthan they
What cawne to him that Sabbath day;
And what the Christ had done for him
He kuew, and not the Sanhedrim.

— Harper's Magazine for May.
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THOUGHTS FOR THE TIMES
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EXTREMES,

“ In medio tutissimus tbis.” That
is, the middle path is the safest : if you
go on one side or the other, you wmay
fall into a ditch and be bemired ; there-
fore, keep in the middle. And yet,

‘_how commnion are extreme views aid
extreme courses! The number of
moderate men is comparatively small.
The tendency to extremes pervades
society and affects human character
and conduct everywhere.

Were it not for the inepired com-
ment on the transaction, the account of
the offerings presented by Cain and
Abel might be adduced. Cain eculti-
vated the land, and presented at the
altar the fruits of his toil. Abel kept
sheep, and offered a lamb. Neither
would take anything from the others’
store; each would take his own and
_nothiog else. A superficial observer,
unacquainted with the facts of the case,
wight have thought them obstinate :
* Cain might bhave supplied Abel with
vegetables and fruit, and received a
lamb in exchange, so that a joint sac-
rifice might be offcred.” But we are

. expressly told that -Abel acted *“in
faith,” and that the first recorded death
was & murder and a fratricide. There
is an addition to the text in the Greek
Septnﬁin( which places the narrative
in a clearer [ightt We read (Gen
iv.8), “And Cdin talked with Abel his
brother.” In the Septuagint it is,
** And Caiu said to Abel his brother.
Let us go out into the field ”; and
when they were there, out of the sight
:gd hearing of the family, he murdered

im, «

Peter Was a good man, but very im-
petgous, and apt to get into difficulties

s A A S s S

grs call themeelves infallible, which

e vot dreamed of in those days. |t »
ae Christians | that if a young person; having been
baptized in infancy, bas lived a good

ab Antioch, be ate and drank with
moral life till manhood; he is eligible

them ; but on the arrival of Jewish
wembers of the ohurch at Jerusalem,
‘h® took a contrary course and went at
once to the gther extreme, refasing to

ta exouse him; fear, however, pre.
led : he * withdrew and separated | time—place—manner
and instant relief. Al
“Ignatius suffered martyrdom in the | while the kingdom of
grly part of the second century. | eousness, and peace, &

] .l‘.”
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n he met Gentile

y at that time bad adopted a
method of church government in
some places where Christians were
numerous, consisting in the appoiats
ment of one of the elders as perpetual
chairman. All the elders were bishops,
and there were several in each church
(Phil i. 1); but for convenience sake
they appropriuted the title to the
obairman, and he was called **the
bishop.” Thence sprang mischief. A
personal honvur came to be regarded
a8 a distinet office, Equality in the
ministry was destroyed, and weak men
like Ignatius took unwarrantable liber-
tles with the order of the Christian
church, maguifying the powers and
prerogatives of bishops, and exalting
shem far above their brethren. The
tide lowed on: Metropolitans, Arch.
bishope, Patriarchs, and at length
Popes, rose up, resplendent in pomp,
tyrannous in authority and rule.
The manner in which religious opin-
ions are sometimes held may be ad-
dgced in further illustration of the ten.
dency now under consideration. When
oreeds -were invented it soon became
the fashion to tighten the cords and
tie men down to absolute uniformity of
ssion, Not only must the -
trincs be held, but the same words
must be used, and even the same syl.
lables, in stating and explaining them.
Hence we read of ** omovusians,” “om.
orouseans '’, “ supralapsarians ” ** sub-
lupsarians,” &e. The evil has des-
cended to modern times. “ Some per-
sons, for example, disallow, and do
everything to evade, the obvious force
of a passage which militates against
their opinions. Some even express
disapprobation of portions of the Di.
vine Word itself, and call one text
legal, another Calvinistio, and another
Arwinian ; under which or &similar
heads they are no soouner classed, than
they are consigned to oblivion as in.
clinntion may dictate, While others,
as if in despair, make up their minds
to maintain sowme favourite doctrine,
and to abandon every thing which is
not, or does not seem to. be, consistent
with their preference " Hinton's Theo-
logieal Works, t. 31)

practice” are useful—sometimes ne-
cessary ; but brevity is a great virtue,
for it is very desirable that a man
should not be made an offender for a
word.” I once belonged to a Baptist
Association in England compoaes of
churches * maintaining the important
doctrineéa of Three Equal Persons in
the Divine Essence—Kternal and Per-
sonal election to holiness here and
eternal life hereafter—the orxiginal
guilt and depravity of mavkind— lar-
ticular Redemption by the precious
blood of Christ—Free justification by
his Imputed Rightéousness — Efficu-
cious grace in Regeneration—and the
Perscverauce of the Saints to Kternal
Glory.,” That was long enough. It
satisfiel the churches for more than
fifty years.

often carried to extremes. Stiff up.
ho!ders of orthodoxy will not be con-
tent unless you not only agree with
them in religious sentiments but ex.
press your views in their way. Their
modes of expression are sometimes
odd enough. I was one day walking
with two Baptists winisters, one of
whom said to the other, ** Does it not
seem to you Brother, that the line of
election runs very crooked !’ The
good man meant to say that pious per.
sons sometimes have ungodly children,
and wvice versa ; but he chose to utter

and should be u
Others super.-a
He might | Jesus Christ as the Mesi

-spiritunlise the spoons

General “ Declarations of faith and’

- The use of techuical phraseology is-
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hore are wide extremess Some thin

to thi

Others, ag

od is ** right.
pd joy in the
Holy Ghost,” the meti®ds of Divine

operation are very virid There is
is no stereotyped progess, Lydia's
heart was opened. e earthquake

without symbolised the shaking within
the juilor's soul, In the Eunuch's case
the change seems to have been wrought
through the intellect rather than
through the feelings. It is strange
that men should be dislaclined to let
God have his own way. y

So of the interpretation of Sorip-
ture. One man can typos every-
where in the Old T ent ; he will
_and the souf.
fers, the loops and the taches of the
tabernacle, Another réfuses to admit
them at all.  One man Bods Chrivtin
all parts of the older volume, and es-
otally in every Pealn, las Bishop
orne did : another, lik% Grotius, can
find him soarcely anywh To this
writer the Bible is Calvinistic; to
that, it is Arminian ; a third can
discern no doctrine, nothing but a pure
and sublime worality.,

from ote ex.

ments they generall
§ ¢ Robert Peel

treme to another.

was the champion of otion ; he
‘wheeled about, | d free trade
in the British Par ir Francis

Burdett was a rabid Radical, and suf-
fered punishment for it; he died a
bigoted Tory. Some years ago a
young man reccived education in one
of our Baptist Colleges, intondh: to
enter the ministry : he relinquished his
pnrgoae, went into trade, and became
a Roman Catholic, alleging that he
was happy in haviog found a religion
that did not require him to think : the
thinking was done for him. The cele-
brated Robert Robinson published in
his early days a treatise on the Divini.
ty of the Lord Jesus: he abandouved
that truth, and it wes said that the last
sermecn he preached was a violent at.
tack on it. These theological cases
are of a melancholy starhp.

Ritualistic practices may be ndverted
to. There is so much childishness and
folly exhibited in this connection, that
it is diffioult to restrain one's self to the
use of moderate language.  The first
novelty was the change of the black
%own for the surplice in preaching.

hen ocame disputes about the ** East.

choral services—the use of the cope
—the smoke of incense——the elevation
of the elements in the Lord’s Supper—
and other things Loo numerous to men-
tion, till at length a large number of
clergymen, who began with professed
adherence to the Rubric, ended with
submission to Rome. All Ritualists
should go to Rome.s They can be at
home nowhere else.

We DBaptists, too, must be careful.
A great deal.is sometimes said about
“ Baptist usages.” We must not con-
found them with Christ’'s laws, nor
imagine that a strict regard to every

arJdoular is of essential importance.

here are many things which are in-
different—{reo—and variety need not
be looked upon as uolawful or wrong.
A singular case occurred two or three
{;an ago in Ontario. An KEnglish

aptist minister came over, Ile had
been twelve years pastor of a Baptist
ohurch in Kogland. Huviog accepted
a oall from a church in Ontario, it was
accidentally discovered that when he
was ordained in Koglaud there had
heen no imposition of hands. OQur
Eunglish brethren seldom practise that
observance. The great Dr, Gill wrote

mou’ly
Divinity, Vol iii, pp. 218~20, Loundon,

io consequence. His supposed succes-

his thought in a very uncouth manner,
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In treating of personMl Christinnit | deemed the omission fatal to the validi-
ty of the ordinution, and the Koglish-
man was aotually re-ordained ?  There
ia disposition to stigmatize as irregu-
, larities such variations in practice as
for communion at the Lord’s table, | cannot bo censured without a breach of
d to jbin the church, | charity.
is a belief ‘in-| cus<in the"New Testament,

ali, but noth |~ The bias to extremes shows itsélf in
b, require dis. | mauifold ways
of conversion— | Here is a man who reads nothing but
pdistross— | the Bible : what is called * light read.
forget that |ing” is an abomivation to him j=—
while yonder is a young professor who
is getting epiritually lean by teedin

on literary trash, The constitutiona
temparament has something to do with
it Ifa man is of a fretful or timid
nature, he is alwaya saying, ** All| Or have you made arrangements that
your creditors shall not be wronged *
There may be some balances against
you which you acknowledge yourself
morally bound to meet, but against
which no legal claim can be presented.
You intend to pay them after a while.
You have the ability now, but you are
neglecting them. »
turned a devout celebration into a |death, coming when you did not expect
him, shall put'it forever beyound your
power to do justly.

- When ‘persons chanfge their senti- | P

ward position " — the adoption of | P

ainst it (See his Body of | Reader:

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wec .:sday, May 12, 1875.

There is no Book of Leviti-

among Christians.

these things are against me,” : he is
like a ohild who is afraid ot being in
the dark. On the other hand, the
buoyant spirit is ever cheerful and
happy, the envy of the miserable ones
his temptation 18 to levity, The Cor-
inthians, who were a free-and.easy
people, abused the Lord's Supper, and

sooial feast, from which some of them
did not go home sober. The Quakeis
reject the ordinance altogether. Per-
haps the devotional element is insuf.
fioiently fostered in it, in some Pro-
testant chufches, Under the Papacy
it is turned to superstition and idol.
atry :=~**this is not to eat the Lord's
Supper.” :
we persons show their tendenoy to
oxtremes by the use of Superlatives.
If anything is good, it is the best of
the kind: if bad, the worst. Every
ainter is a Raphael ; every preacher
i3 & Massillon; every Poet is a
Shakspeare, a Milton, or a Burns, ac-
cording as the taste may be. A plain
woman is voted a “fright” ; a hand.
some Herson is ** adurable.” Tt des.
cends even to dress and ornament, as
many of my lady.readers know,
There is trouble sometimes when
extremés clash, In a certaia church
the leading men are cool, oareful,
catious, They have no enterprise,
They are dreadfully afraid of innova-
tion, and inclined to be oclosefisted.
A gineration of another spirit rises
up among them. They bave a large
amount of goea-headitiveness. They
call for modern improvements of all
sorts,. They are likely to be reckless
of expenses. For ocents they must
bave dollars: it will be well if sover-
eigns are not required before long.
Such people may find it difficult to
work together. It will be a merciful
thing if there shall be Christian temper
enough to induce brotherly consider-
ation, and promote a yielding give.
and-take spirt, the charity which
“ beareth all things." ey
Some of my readers will probably
remember the story of the travelling
monk. He came one morning to tkhe
remises of a monastery, and found
all the inmates busily at work in the
garden, It seemed to him that they
were more carnal than they ought
to be ; so he shook his head at them
and said, ' Labour not for the
meat that perisheth,” “Show the

who was standing by, ** and let him be
supplied with books." Thare he re.
mained all day. As evening drew
nigh he became hungry. Accosting
the Abbot, who was superintending the
labours of the monks, he said, ** Father,
don't the brethren eat to-day " * Oh
es,” the Abbot replied, * they have
ad a hearty dinper.” “ 1 was not
called,”” he muttered, “Oh! you are
a spiritual brother, you know: you do
not need carnal fooa.” ** Pardon me,
Fatber,” the humbled monk exclaimed :
“ [ see my mistake,”
In medio tutissimus tbis,
Sexex.

-

SEE THY HOUSE IN ORDER,

“Died suddenly ! How often
these solemn words meet our gaze in
the wéwspapers! They suggest most
important inquiries to each one of us,

business in such shape

1746). But our Cuvadian brethren

psSenneL,

WSPAPER.

brother to a room,” said the Abbot, |
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be settled by your survivors, without
unnecessary los to your estato? Im-
mense sums in litigation are involved,
by improperly kept account-books and
the neglecting of full memoranda of
unfinished busivess.

2, Is your will made? In the

event of your pulse ceasing to best be-
fore to-morrow morning, would no in-
justice be done to your heirs, and those
objeots of Christian benevolence which
it is your intention to promote after
your J

the precursor of jealousies and heart-
burnings and injustice, which might
have been prévented by a few strokes
-of the pen.

eath ?  Died intestale ! is often

8. Have you paid all your debts?

Take heed lest

4. Are you on amicable terms, as
far as you can be, with everybody ?
You spoke an uwokind word, and
wounded a sensitive heart, Have you
tried to repair the damage? That
brother, that sister, that neightior, to-
ward whom, in a moment of excite-
ment, you acted an unchristian part,
descrves better treatment. You dre
conscious of having wronged them,
Had you better not ask their forgive-
pess and gain reconciliation now?
To-morrow there may be no oppor-
tunity. You koow not what shall be
on the morrow.

5. Have you made God your friend ?
1f nofwyou have no time to lose. le
waits to be gracious now. You will
soon stand before Him. * This night
thy soul may be required of thee.”
Take Jesus at onoe to be your Medi.
ator and Savior, Set thy house in
order.— Christian Intelligencer.
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WHAT A PITY.

Members of a church, reputed pious,
too often sever themselves from their
church, or abseat themselves from its
meetings, because of a falling out with
some of its members, or some apparent
neglect on the part of their pastor,
Such, without being aware of the fact,
no doubt, afford unwistakable evidence
that tkey ure influenced, not so much
by the constraining love of Christ, as
by their likes and dislikes—more by
their carnal passions and propensi-
ties than b{y the pure iriuoiplel of the
gospel of Christ. Such are truly to be
rithd. and for such we should devout-

pray, that the Lord would enlighten
&{xom by His Holy Spirit, ‘and dizpose
and enable thom to exercise more of
that forbearance which oharacterized
their Lord and Savigur, who has se
long and so mercifully borne with their
i‘?ﬂrmitics and oft-repeated provoca-

ons,

LIVING IN THE EIGHTH
CHAPTER.

I was onoce expounding the seventh
and cighth of Romans to a class of
colored Bible-women, deeply experi.
enced as to their hearts, but very ig-
norant as [ supposed in their heads.
After [ had been talking quite elo-

ored woman interrupted me with—

“Why, houey, 'pears like youdon't
understand them chapters.”

“Why not, auoty? 1 asked.
** What is the matter with my explan-
ation " '

‘* Why, honey,” she said, * you
talks as if we were to live in that mis-
erable seventh ohapter, and only pay
little visits to the blessed eighth,”

“ Well,” I answered, * that is just
what I do think. Don't you "

* Laws, honey,” she exclaimed, with
a look of intense pity for my ignorance,
“ why, I lives in the eighth.”

-

1. Is yo
that if yo,ﬁ\l:mld die to-night it might

Easy roads lead to hard places.
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quently for a little while, an old col-
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