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JANUARY 24, 1883.

TER CEHRISTIAN MESSENGER. "

Hovvesponbence.

For the Christian Messenger,
From Heidelberg, Germany.

THE OVERFLOW OF THE NECKAR.

Doubtless the readers of the Messenger
have learned through its columns of the
fearful inundation along the banksof the
Rhine, which occurred during the ﬁﬁt
part of December. Every village and
town on either bank of this historic
river were flooded by its waters. The
amount of suffering and the loss of pro-
perty were fearful to consider. From
that time until the present, notices were
to be reen in the prineipal stores of the
(erman towns, that contributions would
be received for those who had suffered
loss in these cities on the Rhine. Heid-
elberg had congratulated herself because
she had escaped, and was foremost in
her contributions for the aid of others.
But her turn was yet to come,

This city is situated oa the left bank
of the river Neckar, just where its waters
after struggling for msny mi es to_gain
a passage through lofty Lills, at length
find release and pour themselves into
the valley of the Rhine., Far back
among these hills a heavy full of snow
had taken place. The weather n.ad then
become much milder, and duriqg the
last week the snow had melted rapi ily.
'The Neckar rose somewhat hignher toan
usual, but this caused no uneasiness
among the people who retir.d for rest
on the night of Dec. 26th, with their
customary feeling of safety. About six
o'clock on the morning of the 27th, we
were suddenly awakened by the loud
cries of persons in the street. On
going to the windows, we saw to our
great surprise the water rushing through
the town. So rapid y had it risen ia the
night t! at the horses could no longer be
taken from the stables by the proper

way, but were being urged through the

house. With daylight, boats were to be
seen plying to swnd fro, where on the
previous evening waggons came and
went.

Some of the people were now com.
pelled to leave their houses, and very
many had removed from the first into the
second story. Throughout the day the
water rose very slowly, and it was hopad
that it would soon cease its upward
progress. However, between four and
eight o'clock, it again began rapidly to
rise, and would soon enter the first story
of the house in which we lived. No
danger was to be apprehended from the
undermining of the house, for from top
to bottom it was solid stone. In this res-
pect it was very different from-the shells
one often sees erected in American
cities “to let.” What however it was
wisest to avoid, was the difficulty of
ferrying at & late hour in the night in a
boat ; for »s the waters kepl rising and
rushed rapidly through the streets, the
poles used by the boatman were of less
avail, and in the centre of the river you
might give yourself up to the mercies of
the waters which- did not- appear to be
in & tender mood upon this night. Thus
we slept iu peace in another house.

Another morning dawned. Through-
out the entire night the walers bad
continued to rise. About ten o'clock
they reached the highest point. Some.
what later we proceeded on a tour of
observation through the town. Above
the city the hills approach o near the
river that there is only room at their
base for a cerriage way and railroad.
On the one side the water covered the
road, and all traffic was suspended ; on
the other it was only possible to proceed
by walking along the high embankment
of the railroad. Entering Heidelberg
through an ancient gate —the Karlsthor,
we follow the Neckar in its course
through the city. Through the centre
of the town and parallel with the river
runs the Haupt-Strasse, or principal
business street of Heidelberg. The
portion of the city between this street
and the river is for the most part under
water, the remaining portion between
this street and the hills escapes. We
walk along the Haupt-Strasse turning
down every street which leads to the
river, In the first cross-street we notice
that the water is up to the glass of the
street lamps. The gas is still burning
which serves to dgepen the feeling that
the affuirs of men are not here following
their accustomed order. The water
rushing in and out through the broken
windows of Lhe houses, and sweeping to
and fro the torn -curtains adds to the
mournful aspect of the sceme. Down
snother street we turn, and here we
find & group of people at the waters
edge. In the windows of the upper
stories are to be seen the people who
dwell in these houses, looking out upon
the waters which flow beneath. Boats,
often manned by firemen, proceed back-
ward and forward along the streets, and
as they come under the windows,ladders
are raised in order to carry up provisions,
or 1o allow those to leave in the boats

who desire so to do The next cross
street leads to the Old Bridge which
spans the Neckar. Along the centre of
this streot an elevated foot-path of
planks is constructed. From the central
way planks are laid to the doors and
windows of the houses. We cross to
the bridge. Here we observe that the
heights above the ordinary level which
the Neckar has reached on various
occasions are painted on the first pier of
the bridge. The highest is 31 feet, on
the 27th Feb;, 1784, when almost the
entire city must have been flooded. On
the 30th Oct., 1824, it rose 26 feet, 30th
Jan. 1789, 24 feet, 22nd Oct, 1817
22 feet, 28th Dee., 1882, about 22 feet
30th Oect., 1834, 21 teet, 20th March,
1785, to 19 feet, 20th Oect., 1780, to 18
feet, 20th March, 1845, 15 feet, and
on the 20th October, 1789, 13 feet. As
on only four of these dates has the
Neckar been as high or higher thao
at this time, the happy rarity of such
a flood is very evident. In Mann.
heim, a city below Heidelberg,the Neck-
ar was higher than in 1784, BStrange to
remark these inundations bhave seldom
occurred in the spring when the amount
of snow to be melted would be much
greater than at predent.- The only ap-
parent explanation for the present oc-
casion was the unseasonable mildness of
the weather.

From the middle of the bridge one
looks down upon the wa‘ers, which ever
swifl in their flight toward the sea now
rush with far more than their ordinary
speed. Angered as it were by every
obstruction they beat themselves into a
seething foam in the vain endeavor to
carry these old piers from their wonted
bed. Whatever is not most firmly held
they sweep away in an unpitying fury.
Fences, lumber, boat-houses, and even
furniture out of the houses are borne off
as if to satisfy a terrible wrath.

.. Returning to the Haupt-Strasse, we

proceed somewhat further,when turning
into_another cross streel, we enter a
boat in order to visit oursformer:place
of abode. Out of the cross street over
the corner of the square where the
soldiers drill and into a street parallel
to the main one, the boatmen ply their
way and bring us to the desired house.
We enter through a window and find
the water several feet deep in every
room of the lower story. Many of the
upper rooms of the house are in con-
fusion from an over-supply of furniture.
The owner had not closed his eyes dur-
ing the previous night as the waters
were then steadily rising. The anxious
watchers of that night must have counted
a very large number.

We again enter the boat which is pro-
pelled by the long poles of the boatmen
to the new landing place in the city.
We pass several more cross streets,
which during the day baving been
guarded by soldiers to prevent a rush of
people to the waters edge, and come at
length to the New Bridge. This leads
to the village of Neuenheine, where
scenes similar to those in Heidelberg
may be witnessed. The bridge trembles
from the force of the water, but proved
of sufficient strength to withstand the
force of the water, We here reach
the lower end of the town.

During the entire day the water con-
tinued to fall. In the evening the
streets which are overflowed are lighted
by burning pitech. The flames swept
by the winds throw a weird light upon
the darkened waters., In the distance
ever and anon thére is seen the moving
torch of the busy boatmen. Groups of
people are collected in every street
walching the retreating waters.

With another day the Neckar had
retired within its natural limits and we
could walk through the portion of the
city which had been submerged. In
every street mud several inches deep
bad been deposited, The scenes pres
ented on either side are most deplorable
to behold broken or mud covered furni-
ture is often to be seen along the side-
walks. In the lower storey of the
houses the walls of the rooms Are overy-
where soiled, the plaster has often fal-
len from its place, the boards are even
lifted from the floor, the chairs and
tables are totally or partially destroyed,
the curtains are torn, the pictures
which remain upon the wall are ruined
by .the muddy waters. BSome of the
people are pumping water from their
cellars, others are collecting their
furniture, others are endeavoring to re-
fit their homes, The loss and -suffering
to the poor are terrible to contemplate.
When one reflects that to Heidelburg,
the beauties of whose surroundings are
perhaps unsurpassed in Germany, and
whose ocastle attracts thousands of

visitors every year, there has suddenly

come this fearful inundation, one is led
to think that the advantages and disad-
vantages, the gain and loss, the joys and
ills of life are more evenly distributed
in this world then we are accustomed to
suppose. ~

B. R,
Dce. 30th, 1822, .

For the Christian Meue!ixer.
Letter from India.

There are in India two di-trict edu-
cational parties representing respective-
ly the missionary and the government

education in India” may in a general
sense be_ considered the representa-
tive of the missionary interest and the
advocate of their system of education
as opposed to that of the government.
This .Council consis!s of about a dozen
noblemen, besides bishops, directors
of various missionary societies, and
other leading Christian men in England.
In 1881 this body addressed a memorial
to the Indian Government asking for
an inguiry into -the working of the
Education Despatch of 1854, As a re-
sult of this memorial the present edu-
cation commission was appointed. The
report is current that the appointment
is due largely to missionary influence,
and that the action of the various mis-
sionary bolies is prompted by a desire
to obtainr government funds for the
prosecution of their school work. The
Council deny that in this movement
‘‘any one missionary society as such
bas taken part, but they have no wish
to conceal the faot that the movement
originated with men of pronounced
Christian convictions who desire that
all men should share with them the
blessings of the Christiar: faith.” The
two main principles guiding the action
of the Council are the facts that Gov-
eroment Colleges give an education
which cannot be complete without some
form of Christian teaching, and 'that
these colleges violate the principle of
religious neutrality by teaching the
Hindu religion. They urge that the
Bible be introduced into the schools,
since the present sy-tem of pure-
ly secular educatin tends to f ster in-
difference to all religious creeds and
restraints and spreading infidelity.
Th-y urge the encouragement of prim-
ary education, the diversion of funds
from the education ot the higher castes
to that of the lower, and an equitable
share of government funds for mission-
ary educational institutioos.

The government party, on the other
hand, asserts that the purely secular
education given in the schools imparts
o high moral tone to the students while
it preserves that strict relizious neutral:
ity which is enjoined by the despatch ;
and that the present system of: educa-
tion in every way fulfils the conditions
of that despatch. To the leading terms
of that despatch both parties claim the
closest: adherence. It is but just to
say, however, that it is be-t interpreted
by the Council at whose head is the
framer of the celebrated document,
Lord Halifax.

The commission called into being by
this cootest has now completed its
enquiries. It has taken the evidence
of 230 men and women in various parts
of India who have long been careful
observers of the working of the Edu-
cational Department. There have been
read before the commission 300 mem-
orials and addre:ses sigoed by more
than 200,000 persons. The whole pro-

‘| ceedings will cover, when printed, 5000

folio pages. The body sits at Caloutta
in December, when, 1t is believed, the
' most points between educationists of
opposite views will be considered and
Judged impartially ; while it is hoped
that the result of the inquiry will be an
Education Act which will place public
instruction in India on a basis more
favourable to the lower classes and
their well-wishers the missionacies.
The policy of the present government
seems to be actuated by a desire to
benefit the people at large greater than
has characterized its predecessors. It
has formulated and circulated for the
approval of the various districts a
scheme of gelf government. For the
present an expression of opinion only
is asked for by the government. Should
that expression be favourable to the
scheme, it will be put in force, But
the general opinion seems to be that in
such an event too much power and
money would be placed in the hands of
natives who in the majority of cases are
not yet sufficiently educated either in
patriotism or morality to govern them-
selves, much le:s their fellow creatures.
So wide a margin would be left for
bribery and corruption of various kinds

{ that the effect upon the country would

be speedily di.astrous, No Bible in
our schools ; and thg’ government, after
spending hundreds of thousands of
rupees each year to educate the native
without it, cannot trust him to handle
the funds except under the strictest
supervision. This is the outcome of
the so-called “ morality " taught in the
schools ; and if you but. remember that
the Hindu saint makes a first class
sinner, you will understand how this
morality teaches the native to respect
neither God nor man ; and how he
who respects not man will have but

little regard for man’s rights,

&
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interests. The “ General Council on"

The Salvation Army has iovaded
India, a detachment, in native dress,
landed in Bombny. They were headed
by ¢ Major” Tucker, sn Indian ex-
Civilian with a good knowledge of
Hindustani. The day after the arrival,
the detachment, consisting of men and
women, attempted to march through
the town singing songs in the vernacu-
lar accompanied by the'sound of cornet
and drum. The police had received
in-tructions beforehand and speedily
lodged them in the nearest station.

| They were fined by the Parsé Magistrate,

who interrupted Mr. Tucker in his de-
feuce on the ground that the time of
the court could not be wasted, and
afterwards made a long speech himself
in the course of which the Pars¢ under-
took to explain to the Christian bow
he ought to carry on his work. The
High Court when appealed to declined
to take any action. The Salvationists
thereupon declined to pay the fine, and
the amount was recovered by distress
on their goods. The next day the
Salvationists went and did it again.
This time they were brought to trial
and, whether because the offence was
not so great as before or because the
magistrate had received instiuctions to
this effect, were dismissed with a
caution. The Salvationists contend
only for that religious freedom which
the law of India grants to all sects.
Through popular prejudice this was
denied them. It is not difficult to
determine what course they will pursue.
Undoubtedly they will fight uatil India
gives them such a victory over unlaw-
ful opposition as England gave. They
claim the right which is granted 1o
Hindus and Mohammedans of baving
their processions protected,not stopped,
by the police, The common sense of
the masses, and their own pluck will
gain them the day; for the pluck of
the Salvationists is only equalled by
their earnestness and surpa-sed by

their seneationalism. - During the trouble |-

in Bombay a large and influential meet-
ing was held in Calcutta at which re-
solutions were passed eondemning the
unjust action of the Bombay authorities-

‘Last year the Calcutta missionaries

fought a similar battle with the author-
ities about street preaching, and won
the day. The detachment of the Army
that has just gone to Calcutta is likely,
therefore, to meet with a cordial recep-
tion ; and it is reported that the Metho-
dist missionaries there have joined
them in the campaign.

The movement will méet with a flar.
ing success in India; not because the
natives are particularly struck with the
“Army" idea which seemed so well
adapted to the tastes of the lower
classes in England, but because of the
processions, display, music and din
which are with them important ingredi-
ents  of religious enthusiasm. What
the permanent results will be can be
better determined by those who know
the Hindu mind than by the Salvation-
ists. If I mistake not, the various
mi-sionary bodies will look upon the
movement with but little favour. There
is too much of the unsettled element
in it. Missionary methods and Salva-
tion methods of reaching and convert-
ing the heathen are very different.
The one is noisy and superficial, the
other quiet and deep. The one up-
roots everything in its irregular couise,
the other runs in well defined channels.
The one seeks 10 carry away the whole
fabric of Hinduism as with a flood ; the
other undermines and saps the founds-
tions slowly and yet so surely that the
giant structure must fall. There exists
between these two methods all the dif-
ference between possibility and cer-
tainty. The one may succeed, the
other mwst. InNwiA,

For the Christian Messenger.
The Uncertainties of Science.

Mr. Editor,—

I enclose an extract from the “ Mont-
real Family Herald,” which illustratés
finely the certainties of Natural Science,
as compared with the wuncertainties of
Revealed Religion, as these are some:
times boastfully put forth by sceptics
and unbelievers. The extiact is from
an article on the Transit of Venus, and
clearly shows how utterly impossible it
is to arrive at absolute certainty, when
we go peering up among the stars to
find out how far off, how big and how
heavy they are,

i ALPHA Bera.
ASTRONOMY ON A SMALL SCALE.

The magnitude of astronomical caleu-
lations renders them aé difficult to grasp
mentally as the infinities of time and
space. Professor Proctor, howevér, in
his popular style, in an able apology. for
the discrepancies of astronomy, haw re:
duced the figures to something like
appreciable proportions. He says:
“%)N in truth, if we counsider the nature
of the task undertaken by astro. omers

in this case, we can only too ,sadily

understand that their measu: - nents
should differ somewhat widely fro.. each
other, Let us picture to oursely:s for a

-

moment the central sun, the earth, and
the emith’s path, not as they really are,
for the mind refuses altogether to pic-
ture the dimensions even of the earth,
which is but an atom compared with the
sun, whose own proportions, in turn,
mighty though they are, sink into utter
insignificance ed with the enor:
mous scale of the orbit in which the
earth travels around him. Let us reduce
the scale of the entire system to one
five hundred millionth part of its real
value ; even then we have a tolerably
large orbit toimagine. We must picture
to ourselves & fiery globe three yards in
diameter to represent the sun, and-the
earth as a one inch ball circling rfound
that globe at a distance of about 325
yards, or about 350 paces. The diame-
ter of the earth's orbit would on this
scale, therefore, be somewhat more than
a third of a mile. If we imagine the one
inch ball moving around the fiery globe
once in a year, while turning on its
axis once in & day, we find ourselves
under a difficulty arising from the siow-
ness of the resulting motions. We
should have found ourselves under a
difficulty arising from the rapidity of the
actual motions if we bhad considered
them instead. The only resource is to
reduce our time scale, in the same way
that we have reduced our space scale
but not in the same degree ; for if we
did we should have the one inch ball
circling round its orbit a third of a milein
diameter, sixteen times in a second, and
turning on its axis five thousand times
in a second. Say, instead, that for con-
venience we suppose days reduced to
seconds. Then we have to- picture a
one-inch globe ‘circling once in rather
more than six minutes about a globe of
fire three yards in diameter, one sixth
of a mile from it and turning on its axis
once ina second. We must further

icture the one inch globe as inhabited

y some 1,500 millions of creatures far
too small to be seen with the most
powerful microscope—in fact, so small
that the tallest would be in height but
about the seventh millionth of an inch
—and we must imagne that a few of
these creatures undertake the task of
determining from their tiny home,
swiftly rotating as it rushes around a
large globe of fire, 325 yards from them,
the number of yards really intervening
between that globe and their home. If
we rightly picture these conditions,
which fairly represent those under which

disiance of the sun from the earth, we
shall perceive that the wonder rather is
that any idea of the sun's distance
should be obtained at all, than that the
estimates obtained should differ from
each other, and that the best of them

should err in measurable degree from
the true distance. :

Tas comer agaiN.—Mr. Proctor says
that the comet which has so long been
an object of interest in the early morn.
lng sky is probably the comet ot 1880
which was probably the comet of 1843:
which was probably the comet of 1668,
Now if it once had a period of 175 yearss

which was suddenly shortened to 37
years, and then to 2 years and 8 months,
a’ very rapid amroaoh to the sun is
indicated, and Mr. Proctor remarks that
if it should return again in nine wonths,
then in three, then in one, them in
a fortnight, then i1n a week. three days,
one day, half a day—all these put to
gether would make up less than fourteen
months. within which time it will prob-
ably fall into the sun, and we will have
the opportunity to ascertain what the
effecs will be. He quotes Sir Isaac
Newton's g&i)uion. that wheunever the
comet of 1 should fall into the sun it
would increase his heat 80 much that
the earth would be burnt up aud no
animals in it could live. If the first
part of Newton’s statement is correct,
the last may readily be admitted. Mr,
Proctor does not however, anticipate any
such serious results frew the dropping
of the present comet into the sun, but
thinks it fair to assume that, although
the encounter between the two bodies
will be a serious affair for one of them
it will not be, the sun that will suffer,

e ——

A young St. Louis housekeeper, who
had read in & Paris letter that four-post
bedsteads were again in fashion, started
in search of one of them the other day,
She finally found what she desired in the
house and under the person of a sick
Huogarian, whose wife was painfully
supporting him by sewing, and who
valued it us an heirloom, but was willing
to supply his necessities by selling it.
The next day she took a dealer to fix
the price, and, haviog been purchased
for a liberal sum, 1t was sent to his shop
to be fitted with new ropes. It was in
fact,a mahogany four-poster of admirable
wor‘xmaluhip, and the dealer was exam-
ining the carvings with delight when he
accidentally pressed upon a carved rose
which yielded and disclosed a secret re.
ceptacle, in which was tightly wedged a
leather bag containing Italian goins
worth several thousand dollars. The
money was promptly handed to the
poor Hungarians, whose amazement
was 80 greal that in all probability they
have not yet recovered from it.
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KIDNEY-WORT

HE CREAT CURE
W
—R-HEUM
As it is for all the

painful diseases of the
KIDNEYS,LIVER AND BOWELS,
1t cleanses t.'bo system of the acrid poison
that causes the suffering whiech
uly ﬂ;;;im&%houmtgxx ean realize.
cf the worst forms o?'gz terr?g:dian
have been :uickly religved, and in short time| 5

FECTLY CURED. <
PRICE, $1, LIQUID 01 DRY, SOLD BY DRUGGISTS,
it Dry can be sent by mail,
WELLS, BICHARDSON & Co,, Bur

Acts at the Same Timeo
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the astronomer bhas to determine the |

LYDIA E. PINKHAM'S
0 .

Is a Positive Cure

For all those Painful Complaints and Weaknesses

80 common to our best female population.
A Medicine for Woman. Invented by a Woman,

Prepared by a Woman.
The Greatest Medieal Diswovery Since the Dawn of Mistery.

@It revives the drooping spirits, invigorates and
harmonizes the organio functions, gives elasticity and
firmaness to the step, restores the natural lustre to the
eye, and plants on the pale cheek of woman the fresh
roses of life’s spring and early summer time.
£ Physicians Use It and Prescribe It Freely @&

It removes faintness, flatulency, destroys all craving
for stimulant, and relisves weakness of the stomach.

That feeling of bearing down, causing pain, weigh$
and backache, is always permanently eured by its use,
Feor the cure of Kidney Complalnts of either sex

this Compeound is unsurpassed.

NKHAM'S B PUR
'!nry v‘ogt o umors from

. th to the s of
Besteairie o LI R T
Both the Compound and Blood Purifier are prepared
at 233 and 235 Western Avenue, Lynn, Mass, Price of
either, §1. Six bottles for $5. Sent by mail in the form
of pills, or of lozenges, on receipt of price, $1 per box
for either. Mrs. Pinkham freely answers all lctters of
fnquiry. Enclose 3ct. stamp. Send for pamphlet.

wi t LYDIA E PINKHAN'S
%ﬁw ion, biliousness,
and of the . 25 cents per box.

TO BE GIVEN

NEW SUBSCRIBERS

TO THE

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

A Merciful Man is Merciful to his Beast.
650,000 Already Sold.
A TREATISE ON THE

HORSE

BY Bo Jo KENDAL", MO D.
FULL OF

Valuable & Practical Information,
And containing :

AN INDEX OF DISEASES,

Which gives the Symptons; Cause and
best treatment of each ; a Tablegiving all
the principal dm%s used for the Horse,
with the ordinary dose, effects and anti-
dotes when a poison, a Table with an en-
graving of the horse’s teeth at different
, with rules for telling the age of the
ﬁoﬂe; 65 Engravings showing the im.
rtant points in the structurve of the
orse, also illustrating various diseases.
A valuable collection of recipes, many of
which would cost a horse owner three to
five dollars each.

Every Farmer

SHOULD OWN THIS® BOOK;
Dec. 2.

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY,

HALIFAX, N. S,

MUNRO

Exhibitions and Bursaries.

Through liberality of GeorGE
Munro, EsqQ., of New York, the follow-
ing Exhibitions and Bursaries will be
olﬁred for competition at the com-
mencement of the Winter Sessions of this
College, 1883, 1884 and 1835,

n 1883;

Fivi Junior Exisrrions of the annual
value of $200, tenable for two years, and
TeEN JUNIOR BURSARIES of the annual
value of $150, tenable for two years,

Fivik SENIOR ExHIBITIONS of the an-
nual value of $200, tenaule for two years,

the

value of $130, tenable for two years,
Hn 1884 & 1885 ;

nual value of $200, tenable for two years.
TeEN SENIOR BUrsaARries of the annual
value of $150, tenable for two years,

The Exhibitions are open to all candi-
dates ; the Bursaries are open to candi-
dates from the Maritime Provinces, The
The Junior Exhibitions and Bursaries
are open to candidates for Matriculation
in Arts ; the Senior Exhibitions and Bur-
saries to undergraduates of any Univer-
sity who have completed two, and only
two, years of their Arts course, and who
intend to enter the third year of the Arts
course in this University,

Full information may be obtained on
application to the Principal, Dalhousie
College, Halifax, N, S.

Dee. 13.

3 m.

WANTED-

A SEXTON FOR GRANVILLE. ST,
CHURCH, HALIFAX. Apply to either
of the Deacons, or to

S. SELDEN,
71 Granville Streqt.

' 6 a week in your own town. Teérms
an outfit free. Address H.
ALLETT

Deo. 20,

d
/ & Co., Portland, Maine,
M m. lm.

&

TeEN SENIOR BURSARIES of the annual

Five SEN1orR ExHiBiTions of the an-
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