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THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER 

Church Sista. 
(From the Advent Herald, 1846) 

THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION. 

ASRIDGED FROM D AUBIGNE. 

Six weeks had o 
odo 
they heard the 
lost their voice ™ At length the Romish theologians 
banded their revised and corrected performance to 
the Emperor, and persuaded thus prince to present 
2 in his own mame. The mantle of the state’ 

since the Confession,’ 

ments of Rome. * These sycophants,” said Me- | 
lancthon, “ have desired to clothe themselves 
the hon's skin, to to us so much the more | 

terrible.” All the states of the empire were con- 
voked for the next dav but one. 

abt vy at two o'clock in the | 
afierncon, the Empe-or, siting on his throne in the | 

brother, and the clectors, princes, 
Elector of Sixeny and ns allies were mtrod: 
ard the Cou -palatime, who 
mouthpiece,” said to them: “ His majesty having | 
handed vour Confession to several doctors of differ. | 
ent paloas, illustrious by ther knowledge, their | 

morals. and their impartiality, has read their reply 
with the gre:‘est care, and submits it to vou as hus 
own, ordammg that all the members and subjects | 
of ¢ the Holy Empire should accept it with wnan. 
INOS ACOOIT 

Alexander Schwess then took the papers and | 
read the refunation. The Roman party approved | 
some articles of the Confession, condessnad — 
and » certain less sahent passages, t distinguished 
between wha! must be rejected and what accepted. 

I give way on an important point: the opus | 
eperatum. The Protestants having said in their 
13th Article that faith was necessary in the Sacra- 
ment, the Romish party assented to it; thus aban- 
doniny an error winch the Papacy had so earnestly 
defended agamst Luther mn that very city of Augs- 
burg, by the mouth of Catan 

Morsover. they recognized as rly Christan the 
Evangelical doctrine in the Trinity. on Christ, on 
baptism, on ternal punishment, and oz the onigm 
of evil. 

But on al! the other poms, Charles, his princes, 
and his theo oians, declared themselves unmos- 
able. They maintained that men are born with 
the fear of God, that good works are meritorious, 
and that ther jusify in union with faith. They 
upheld the Seven Sacraments, the Mass, transub- 
santiation, co withdrawal of the cup, the celibacy 
of priesis, th mvocation of saints, and they denied 
that the Church was an assembly of the saints. 

Thus Refutanon was skilful in some respects, and, 
above all, in what concerned the doctrine of works 
and of famth. But on other points, in particular ou 
the withdrawa' of the cup and the cell bacy of 
priests, ils arguments were lamentably weak, and 
contrary te the well known fac s of history. 

While th- Protestants hed taken mo stand 

the Scriptares. their adversanes s ried the divine 
origm of the hierarchy, and lad on ahsotute 
dmissior to #s laws. Thus, the essential charac- 
r, winch st: Gataguihes Rome from the Refor. 

me Som, stool promunent!y forth mn thas first combat. 
As for Charies, litle pleased with these 
| dasertations, he slept duriag the reading ; bu 

be awoke wien Schwein had fimished, and his 
swsher'ag was that of a lice. 

i've Count- palatine then declared that his maj- 
emty found the articles of this Refiration orthodox. 
cathe lie | conformable to the Gospel ; that he 

~efore required the Protestants to abandon their 
, Dow refuted, and 10 adhere to all the! 

articles that had just been set forth ; that, if they 
refused, the Emperor would remember his office, 
aati hier Bie 36 dis Ads elt 
and defender of the Roman Church. 
This Refutagon gave the Protestaats as much tc 
confidence. as that of the Confession wself -—it gave 
them an insight mothe weakness of ther opponenis, 
and brougit to view their ignorance of the Gospel. 
“ Ceramly,” sad they, “ the church cannot be 
where there is mo of Cons." They 
requested a copy of the Refumation. The emperor 
offered it to them on condition that they would net 

~ 
NS ~ oad. § 

‘ves 

3 

4
 

d
l
 

neologi- 

€3a 

 ———— 

“The Papisss, from the moment | Reformation. The 
"i was wid, “ suddenly | 

seemed to them admirably adapted to the move-| 

| utterly eradicate these venomous plants. 
with him 

| monks to their convats. Bm 
chapel of the Palatinate Palace. surrounded 5y his | oyecmed with 

was called « Charles’) : 

Y {as their only hope. 

fused. * The Papists present us with their paper,” 
sad Chancellor Bruck, “ as the fox offered a thin 
broth to hus gossip the stork.™ 

EE wae Revmard served 

———— 
The mask was then thrown aside. and sohmiesan 

or the sword were the alternatives offered to the 
s Legate sad -— 

form a league,” said be to Charles; “ and if these 
n 5-8, equally insensible to threats and promises, 

, ocbsunately persst i their daboical course, then 
| let hus maesty seize fire and sword, let him take 
possession of all the of the heretics, and 

Then let 
appoint holy inquisitors, who shall go on the | 

track of the remmants of Reform, and proceed 
[again Sham, bn Sp went ah Let 

a Del Sto al suit MN 

peace. 

t project of the Papists was to draw the 
Protestants into their pet by = cords of humanity, 
and bands of love.” A commission was formed 
for seven on exeh side 1 mee: and on lerms 
of union. Many meetings were beld, and at times 

would be farther from i than ever. The Papisis 
complamed that the Protestants condemned the 

this plan vo gt henry Ther replied : “ We do not condemn it; 
| but as for them, they condemn the word of God, 

Thos the jurispradence of Rome consisted, ac- | and the word of God is more than the church.” 
cording to a prophecy uttered against the city which | Luther wrote them not to yield, « what can 
is seated on sevem Kills, = adorning itself with be proved with evidence (rom the very word of 
pearis that it had stolen, and in becoming drunk | Ged.™ This measure failing. it became necessary 

| ith the Mood of fhe mints. 'o resort to others : and Charles V. resolvod to take 
The Protestants everywhere resorted to prayer, the affair in hand himself, and cut the Gordian 

Luther was undaunted. Says knot, which neither doctors nor princes could unte. 
| He rescived on the momen: # draw the sword 

The man of prayer and faith was especially Lu- | ber soon decided on a general council, which be 
er. A caim and sublime courage, im which firm- | required of the Papists, bat required in the mean 

mess shines at the side of joy—a that | time that the Protestants “ should return imme- 
mses and exults mn Ramm rl | diately imto the bosom of tae Catholic Church, and 

i —is what Luther's Ir— this time present in | restore every thing to ms ancient footing,” and net 
every lime. The most poetical images are | stir up new sects. 
beside those ene L posed Hage ub Be Soiitats replied on the morrow, the Sth 
boiling torrent from the Reformer’s soul. “J have September, that they had pot stirred up new sects 
recently witnessed two miracles,” wrote he on the | COBTATY to the Holy Scnptures; that, quite the 
5th August to Chancellor Bruck ; “ this is the first. | Teverse, if they had pot agreed with their adver- 
‘As | was at my window. | saw the stars, and the | Sanies, it was because they bad desired to remain 
sky, and that vast and magnificent firmament in| faithful to the Wond of Ged ; that by convoking mn 
which the Lord has placed them. I could nowhere | Germany a general, ire. . and chnstian council, 1t 
discover a a diets had pro- 

Coy RR LRA establish in their churches an order of things op- 
“ And here is thesecond. | beheld thick clouds | posed to the commandments of God. 

hanging above us like a vast sea. | could neither Sasmpatngisinledhgpet an sain fe 
perceive ground ca which they reposed, nor cords | hem to come to an arrangement with the Church, 
by which they were suspended ; and vet they did | the the Emperor, and all the monarchs of 
‘mot fall upon us, bat saluted us rapidly and fied | Christendom. And be forbade them to do amy 
away. { thing to increase their sect, = since their confession 
“God.” continued be, « will choose the manner. | bad been soundly refuted by the Holy Seriptures ™ 

the time, and the place suitable for deliverance. Chancellor Broek replied -— 
and be will not linger. What the men of blood! “ We maiatain that our Confession is so based 
have begun. they have not yet finished. Our | 8 the holy Word of Ged, that it is impossible 10 

their clouds are threaten. | Tefute it. We consider 2 as the very truth of God, 
the enemy comes agrinet us with and we hope by it to stand one day before the 

frohifal machines But at last it will be | Jodgment-seat of the Lord.” He then announced 
seen to whom belonged the ballice. and from what | at the Proicstans bad refuted the Refuratica of 
hands the javelns are unced. ht a TE - and holding pr Yt v0 
Lather whes : if Chnst 1s weror, Luther is | © famous gy of the Co 
— gs. | written by Meluncthon, be stepped ent 

; fred Conf: a Lg gpa a Bg sar 
oo ~ rhe Savile 7 hg ately returned the Apology 10 Dr. Bruck. 
«ives cnavinced, and all would thea be restored to | Al 3 srument failing. he Dict was 
ns ancient footing : such was the Emperor's plan dissolved. Thel rotestants retired calm and 
of camna‘on. He therefore urges and calls upon the Roms’ princes, confused and dispinted, un- 
the Protestants : but intend of submitting, they easy and dwvided. They feared the Protestants 
announce a refotation of the Refifation Cpe would rush 10 arms and were terrified. Charles 
this Charles looked at bis sword, aad; T= set out for Col * The ruler of two continents 

The ———- were still not intimidated. Yoho Never bad i « caine of God Leen in more danger 

” 

D’Acbigne -— 

«1 
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Sha ~The straight re ‘and pever bad 1 grin ger tn The 

out The Marquis of Beaty 5 1p { Diet of Augsbarg, w: + vas smemiied to crush Ci = Cl) the doctri I have af i is | he Reformation, bad given it mew ; and 
the Chnstans returned wn triumph to ther homes. 
kt is thus that the wrath of man i» compelled © 
praise the Lord. 

broken many a lance for my friends in my time. 
My Lord Jesus Christ is assuredly worthy that | 
should do as much forhim.” Duke George offered | 
» make Philip of Hesse his heir if he would stbmit| I¥sRaTiTvoze ror Bewerirs—In turning God's 

% the Pope. Hs reply was, They carried him | beoefiss mio occasions of sn, unthankful man im: 
© an exceedingly high mountain, where they tates the rth from whence he was maken, for that 
showed him al the of the wor.d and the makes use of the best of the Sun 0 send up va- 
glory thereof ™ The emperor pours that obscure the beams of light be com- 
should say if elevated to the real dignity. He re- | mumicates wo i.— Bishop Hophins. 
plied, “ To decenful goods of this world | shalt al- 

“ 

Power 
reply to it, would agree to it, and would not print 
or CoMImuL Cute HS contents to any one! These 

ways prefer the ineffable grace of my God™ Thus of Habit —The diminutive chain of habit 
the princes stood firm. = scarcely heavy enough to be felt, till it is wo 

k was now evident that the princes must submit stvomg to be bruken.— Dr. Johzson. 
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