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LIFE AT TIE FIVE POINTS. 
TEE TWO-PENNY MARRIAGE. 

— — 

All of our readers may not be aware that * Five 
Points,” is the * sink hole,” of New York. There 
13 to he found drunkenness and debauchery—po- 

verity and disease—ignorance and crime, and every 
species of evil which reoder men and women 
wre'ched and miserable. Reformation among the 
inhabitants of this part of the City, was thought by 
many impossible. Aitempis were at length made 

by persons who were assured that nothing was too 
hard for God. Atthe heud of this labour of true 
christian benevolence was Mr. Pease, whose name 
18 found in the Gllowing article. The work was 
commenced—anot in the usual way—but by first 
supplying the physical wants of the inmates of these 
dens of vice in that location. They were so accus- 
tomed to crime and to punishment for it, that friend- 
ship and kindness were unknown by them. 
Pease, however, and others entering in among them 
—by ascertaining their wants and supplying them, 
succeeding in convincing them, that there were 
those who still loved them and sought their welfare. 
The result is the establishment of Sunday and rag- 
ged Schools—the erection of places of worship 
among them, and the social—and no deubt eternal 
—salvation of a multitude. The following is a pie- 
ture of some of the incidents in Mr. Pease’s labour, 
and illustrates some of the work in which he is enga- 
ged. We copy it from the New York Tribune -— 
“ Mr, Pease, we want to be marred.” 
“ Want to be muried—what for ™ 
“ Why vou see, we don't think it is right for us to be liv- 

ing together this way any longer, and ‘wa have been talking 
over the mtter to-day and you see—" 
“ Yet ves, | see you have been talking over the matter 

over the bottle and have comes to a sort of drunken conclu- 
sion to get maumried. When you get sober you will both re- 
pent of it, probable.” 
“ Neo, Sir, we are not very drank now, not so drunk but 

what we can think, and we don't think we are doing right— 
we are not doing as we were brought wp to do by pious pa- 
rate. We have been reading about the good things you 
hove done for just such poer outcasts as we are and we want 
you to try and do something for us.” 
“Read! Can you rend > Do you read the Bible 
“ Well not much lately but we read the newspapers and 

ex netimes we read ssmethinz good in them. 
read the Bible when we are drunk »™ 
* Do you think getiing married will keep you from getting 

drunk 
“ Yes, for we are going to take the pl 

keen it depend upon that ™ 
“Suppose yon take the plefige and try that first, and if 

you cai keep it till you can wash some of the dict away, and 
get s'me clothes on, then [ will marry you.” ; 
“No: that won't do. I shall get to thinkine what a peor 

d rty, miserable wretch I am, and how I am living with this 
woman, who is not a bad womad by nature, and then 1 will 
drink, and then she will drink—oh, cursed rum ‘—and what 
is to prevent us ? But if we are married, my wife, yes, Mr. 
Fease, my wife would say * Thomas'—she would not say 
‘Tom, —yon dirty brute, don't be tempted ;* and who know 
mut we might be somebody vet—somebody that our 
mothers would not be ashamed of.” 3 
Here the woman, whe had been silent and rather moods 

dge too and we shail 

Wh 

know not whether she is alive or not, and dare pot inquire 
but if we were married and reformed, | would make her 
hapoy on~e more.” 
“I could no longer stand the appeal,” said Mr. P.. “ and 

determined to give them a trial. | have muried a good many 
poor, wretched Looking couples, but none that looked quite 
00 wrich so as this. The man was hafless and shoeless, 
without ceat or vest, with long hair and beard grimed with 
dirt. He was by trade a brickkuyer, one of the best in the 
city. She wore the last remains of a silk bonnet, and some- 
thing that might pass for shoes, 

once a rich merino, apparently without anv under garments,” 

Mr. | 

How can we 

. 

) . I ¥, {#ezvant sail that n 
burst into a violent flood of tears crviag “ Mother, mother. | 

: | the lady and gentleman tow 

And Bible Society, Missionary, and Sabbath School Advocate. 
GEORGE W. DAY, Printer. 

- ——— — ———— 

“ And your name is Thomas—Thomas what 
“ Blting, sir. Thanas Eling, a 200d true name and trae 

man, that is, shall be if youn mary ws.” 
“ Well, well. 1} am going to marry you.” 
“ Are you 2 There, Mag, I ©ld you so.” 
“Don't call me Mag T am going to be married, T will 

be by my right name, the one ny mother gave me.” . 
{ “Not Mag. Well, I never {new that.” 
| “Now, Thomas, hold your tongue, you talk too mueh. 
What is vour mame 

| * Matilda. Must I tell the other? Yes; I will, and I 
never will disgrace it. 1 dent fhink I should ever have been 
as bad if T had keptit. That Jad woman who first tem 
me to min, made me take a fale nande. It is a bad thing 
for a girl to give wp her name, ruloss for thas of 4 good hus- 
band. Matilda Fraley. Nobody knows me by that name in 

| this bad city.” 
| “Very well, Matilda and Thomas, take eachother by the 
right hand, and leek at me, for] am now going to unite you 
in the holy bends of marriagé ¥y God's ordinances. 
think von are sufficiently sober ® comprehend its solemnity »” 

- Yes, sie.” 

“Marriage being one of God's holy ordinances, cannot be 
kept in sin, misery, filth ‘and drunkianess. Thomas, will 
you make Matilda to be your lawful, true, only, wee ied wife > 

“ Yes, sie.” : 

“You promise that yon will live with her, in sickness as 
well as health, and nourish, potect and com rt her as your 
true and fithful wife; that yeu will be to her a true and 
faithful husband ; that you vill not get drunk, and will 
clothe yourself and keep clean.” 

“ Never mind answering natl I get through, You prom- 
ise to abstain totally from every kind of drink that intexi- 
cates, and treat this woman kindly, aflectionately, and love | am, only he is bonna down with the 

: of | enness, and Living 
this, will you, here before me as the servant of the Most” thinks that he can reform, just as 
her as a hushand should love his wedded wife. Now 

High—here in the sight of God in Heaven, most fai 
promise, if I give you this woman to be your wedded wife 

“ Yes, L will" 
“And vou, Matildy, on voer part, will you peonise the 

same, and be a true wife to this man > 
“1 will try, sir.” i 
“ But do vou promise all this Pithfally ™ 

i “Ves gir, I will.” 
“Then | pronounce vou man and wife.” 
“ Now, Thomas,” says the new wife, after I had made out 

the certificate and given it to her, with an injunction to keep 
it safely—*““now pay Mr. Pease; and let us go home and 
break the bottle,” Thomas felt first in the right hand 
pocket, then the left, thea back to the right, then he ex- 
amined the watch-fob. 

“ Why, where is it 2’ says she, “ you had two dollars this 
mormpg 

“Yes, I know it, but I have only got two cents this even- 
ing. There, Mr. Pease, take them, it is all I have got in the 
world : what nidre can { give »” 
Sure enough, what could he do more? 1 took them and 

prayed over them, that in parting with the last penny, this 
couple might have parted with a vice, a wicked, foolish prac- 
tice which had reduced them to such a degree of poverty and 
wretchedness, that the mouster power of rum could hardly 
send its victims lower. 
So Tom and Mag were transformed ‘nto Mr. and Mrs. 

Eltinz, and having grown somewhat more sober while in the 
house, seemed to fully uuderstand their new position, and 
all the obligations they had taken upon themselves. 
For a few days I thought occasionally of this two-penny 

marriage, and then it became absorbed with a thousand other 
scenes of wretchedness which [ have withessed since I have 
lived in this center of city misery. Thue wore on and I mar 
ried many other couples—often those who came in their ear- 
riage and left a golden marriage foe—a delicate way of giving 
to the needy—but among all 1 had never performed the rite 

| for a couple quite so low as that of this twa-penny Fe 11 
resolved I never would again. At length, howeser, { had a 
call for a fall match to them, which I refused. 
“Why do you come to me ta be married, my fidend,” said 
to the man? Yom are both too po ) ive separate, and 

besides vou are both terrible drunkards, T know vou are.” 
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| the pledge.” 
| “Take that first.™ 

*“ No, we mast take all togethez, nothing else will save us.” 
“Will that > 
i “It &id one of my friends.” 
I “Well, then, 20 and bring that friend here: Jet me see 
and hear how much it saved him, and then I will make un | 
my mind what to do: if [ ¢ an do you any good I want to de 
in” 

{ “My friend is at work—he has got a good job and several 
hands working for him and is making money, and won't quit 

s | tll might. Shall [ come this evening > 
| “Yes, I will stay at home and wait > = 

“Ir YOu. 

! I kttle expected to sec him ae t about 8 o'clock the 
with a centlenan and 

reception room, | told him to ask 
Ik up to the parlor and sit a 

moment, while | sent the ¢ od dates for marmage away, being 
determined never to unite another drunken ceuple, not 
dreaming that there was any sympathy between the parties. 
But they would not come up ; they wanted to see that couple 

| married. So I went down and found the squakidily weetehad 
| pair in company with a well-dressed labering man, for he 
wore a fine black coat, silk Jest, gold wate chain, clean 
white shirt and cravat, polished caif-skin boots ; and his wife 
was just as neat and tidily dressed as anybody's wife, and her 

an and Nas girl, 
| lady, wope waiting in the 

Do : 

“That is just what we want to get marcied for, sud take! 

No. 5. 

ching to the arm of her husband, as she scomed to shrink 
from my sight, told that she wag a loving as weil as pretiy 

“This hy “ have come to be 

“Yes, T know it, but I have refused, Look at them; do 
they look like fit subjects for such a holy ordinance 7 God 
never intended those whom he created in his own image shou!d 
live in matrimony like this man and woman. I can ot mar- 
ry them. 
“Cannot! Whynot? You married us whem we wera worse 

i clothed, and more iniox' cated.” 
The woman shrunk back a little more ont of t I saw 

put her clean handker- 4 : 4 

gotten en Tom Mag? We have never forgotien 
you | you, bus pray for you every diy 

Fo you have forgotten you have not ten tho 
bry vee eri Now 7% did not us. I 
told Matilda she need not be afraid, or ashamed, if yon did 
know her. But I knew you not. How could you? 
We were in and dirt then. k at us mow. All your 
work, Sir, the blessing of that and that marriage, 
and that advice : at this suit of yon ns. 
clothes, snd her dress—all \atilda’s work every stitch of it. 
Come and look at our house, as neat as she is. Everything 
in it to make a comfortable home ; and oly, Sir, there is a 
cradle in our bed-room. Five hundred dollass already in the 
bank, and I shall add as much more next week when I finish 
my So much for one yeir of a sober life, and a faithful, 

| honest, wife. Now, this man is as a nas 1 
fetters of drunk- 

with this woman j ao] did. Now, he 
as me; but he thinks 

; he must take the pledge of the same wan, and’ have his first 
| effort sanctified with the same blessing, and them, with a 

resolution, and Matild: and me to watch over ther, I 

So they did. Se oshers means. | ma’ t mar- 

ced them, nd sa T shock ands wlth Se at ing he 
left two coins in my Hand, the remark that there 
was another two-penay marddage fee. [wasin that it 

| might have been a couple of dollars this time, but [ said 
' nothing, and we parted with a mutual Godbless you. When 
'T went up stairs [ tossed the coins into my wife's lap, with 
| the wai “ two eq i dear. cas 
{| “Two pennies! y, husband, they es—real 

Iden eacles. Want a deal of good they wi do, What 
: blessings have followed, that act.” site Fo 
| “And will follow the presect, if’ the pledge Is faithfully 
| kept. Truly, this is a goed result of a Two-Pennr Mar. 
’ riage." 

At one of the late religious anniversaries, in New 
| York, the Rev. Henry Wand Beecher said ~* You 
ican find no heathen in India worse than in New 
York. The sediments of our Christian eities are 
worse than any you ean find in any part of tho 
world. I went one ui ight with Mr. Pease around 
‘the miserable haunts of this city, end Isaw encugh. 
| | thought, what would it be, rebbed of all its novel. 
| ty and romance, if | should go with my family as 
¢ 8ir. Pease has done, down among these an In 
| this work we find our model in the New Trstamer +. 
{ When Christ went where there was siek ke healed 
{them ; where there was setnal want, ke created 
| bread, and came down to their physical condition. 
| Take the Gospel to the miseralle’ outcast of our 
| city, and po man ean do more. It sas though Le 
: made a mark in the sand, and the first tide wastes 

it away. Preach the Gospel, and the hunger of the 
| man makes him forget it. Their is a great deal 
| more Gospel in a loaf of bread semetimes, than in 
jan old dry sermon. If | go 10 & man and bring 
{ him in his want ever so much ¥, he will 
I not hear it; bat, if | come down to Bim ond give 
| him bread, and clothes and medi¢ires, this will give 
him a correct idea of the Gespel—one which he can 
| appreciate and understand. This work requires 

liberal contributions. Amerg ibese people there is 
a new tcneration every week by importation. A 
mel does not last for a week, and these children 

are fed daily, 1 commend this cause ta your lib- 
erality and contributions.” 

> 

They that will not hear Chis say, ** Come wo 
me” in a day of grace, shall hear him say,  De- 
part from me” in a day of judgment. . 
{ The reason why so many fallipto bel. is be- 

and an old, very old dress, face beamed with intelligence, and the way in which she cause so few think of it. 
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