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Relimious  Intelligence.

FIRST VIEWS OF AFYRICA.

Mr. Goodman, of the Bassa Mission, thus de-
scribes the first aspect of his field :

“ We were most agreeably disappointed at find-
ing evervthing here sq mueh better than we had
anticipated. The ('(02111'.?}', the weather, and the
people far exeel what we had been led to expect.
Nor do | believe that guch feelings as were oars at
home are by any mapns rare among American
Christ'ans, or even anjong those who are looking
forward to missionary|labor. To us, Africa was
the land of death, the abode of every foul and
hurtful beast ; a land jof sandy deserts or of unbro-
ken swamps, overrun fby an innumerable multitude
of ereeping things 3
erable, not enjoyable.

To us, Africa is not, per-
haps, the very reversg of all this ; but nearly so,
It is a goodly land ; § land fertile and fruitful ¢
many thing that rendgr life not only endarable but
blessed. There are ffew spots, even in our own
land, more beautiful fhan some parts of the mis-
sion premises. Thel St. Jobn's is a noble and
beautiful stream, an

our window, at distgnce of eizht or ten miles,

rising far above the pdjacent country, lend addi- |

tional attractiveness § the scene. In a word, we
feel at home aad hagpy-.

“ First views,” egpecially of moral ficlds, are
often fallacious. A ftrue-hearted missionary looks
upon men in heathenflands as * fields white to the
harvest.™ He rises fuperior to hardships, liability
to disease, fear of ehemies, scanty food and con-
veniences, and sces| the immortal mind, like an
unpolished jewel, wdrth more than a whole world,
that may be seca to adorn the diadem of the
Lord Jesus Christ] With more coutage and
perseverence than manifested by pearl-divers,
he watches, labors,{and prays %o obtain such a
prize, and be instqumental in transmitting it to
heaven. Africa is{a goodly land. ftis not all
swamps ; the miagma does not infest all its
borders and inland places ; death doesnot lurk in
every bush and gleh. The coast is more danger-
qus than the inland| hills ; and the worst part of

" | they had gathered through tieir missionaries, not

ere existence was onlvy tol- |

the m«ua‘ains, visible from |
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l America did not number above 20,000 souls, yet

| less than 70,000 persons into Christian congrega-
| ions in foreign lands. At Labrador, nearly the
‘ whole of the natives had been Christianized : and
i at Surinam, out of 13 missionaries 11 had died of
{ yellow fever. Yet there was no lack of labourers
| for God. During the last 11 yvears, the congrega- |
| tions at Surinam had risen from 10,000 to 17.000
| persons. It might be estimated that one-fourth
' were communicants, In the West Indies the con-
| gregations number about 40,000 persons, princi-
| pally negroes, and there are upwards of 2,000
children 1a their. schools. Two training schools
had been established for the eduecation of native
teachers. Tt was seldom that one taught in their
schools left the path of rectitude. The Moravians
| have 70 missionary stations, and 286 missienaries
'in the world, and these are sustained for the tri-|
| fling expense of about £60,000.
! SONSNANINININININININININN
‘ DYiING CONTESSIONS OF WICK D MEYY
| Lord Chesterfield, though a skeptic, and T;\uivd1
| to a life of pleasure, was compelled to say, near
 the close of his days: ¢ Whenl reflect upon wi 4
I have seen, what | have heard, and what | have
| done myself, I can hardly persuade myself thai :ﬂlr
1
i

| the frivolous hurry and bustle and pleasure of the
{world are a reality ; but they seem to be the
dreams of restless n'ghts,’

| “ UL cried the duke of Buekingham, as he was
closing a life devoted to fully and sin, * what a
prodigal I Lave been of the most valuable of all]
{ possessions—time ! | have squandered it away
| with the persuasion that it was everlasting ; and
'now, whea a few days would be worth a heca-
{tomb of worlds, 1 cannot flatter myself with the
| prospect of half a dozen hours.”

Voltaire, after naving spent a whole life in blas-
pheming the Saviour, and opposing his gospol,said‘
to his physician on his dying bed, ¢ I will give
you half of what I am worth, if you will give me
six months of life.’
| Said Gibbon, ¢ The present is a flecting mo-

| ment, the past is no more, and my prospect of fu-
| turity is dark and doubtful.®

Hobbes said, as the last hour approached, ‘If |
| had the whole world to dispose of, | would give it
| to live one daw.’

Philip the third, king of Spair, when he drew
ncar the end of his days, expressed his deep re-
gret for a worldly and careless life, in these em-
phatic wepds, ¢ Ah, how happy it would have been
for me, had 1 spemt these twenty-three years |
{ have held my kingdom, in retirement.’
| “Good God P exclaimed a lving nobleman,
: how have | employed myself !  In what deliriam
|has my life been passed! What have I been

doing while the sun in its mee, and the stars in

wem——

Correspondense.

For the Religious Intelligencer.
“Who am I that I should go—1I am not eloquent
heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy
servant ; but I am a man of slow speech and a
slow tongue.”

Dear Brother,—While reading in youy paper this evening
of the destitution of our Province with regard to the means
of grace, and the increase of population, while ministerial
labour is deficient, there being but few labourers in compari-
son to the wants of the multitudes, I have agreed with you
that the additional wamts of the Lord's vineyard should be
supplied. It is now a time of much worldly prosperity, and
efforts are being made to elevate the Province to a level with
others; and much has already been done, and more is likely
to be done soon for the cause of education, and in these
things we should rejoice, while they discover to us the need
of more fuithful labourers in the cause of religion. While
the means of acquiring a more liberal education is becoming
increased, a taste for reading is also cultivated, and our coun-
try must be supplied with books. Many of those now in
circulation are poor food for dying souls. But if good books
and tracts which will give the readers the knowledge of
Jesus, and instruet them how they may find ““ the pearl of
great price’’ can be put in cireulation, and brought to the
notice of the people, it will be a good work, and the whele
resalts of wlich, with the blessing of God will only be told
in eternity.

But while you call for labouters, permit me to ask—who
widl go2 This inquiry has been Fang in my cars, and I have
thought, O ¢ould I but hear nambers of young men say,—

Here are we—send us,—how it would rejoice me. But alas’
how mauy e saying “Whatam ¥ that | s Id ¢0.”

I have been praying for some time that the Lord of the
harvest would send forth labourers into the harvest, and my
heart has many times mourned when I have looked over the
destitute distrets ef our Prowince. And I have thought
while listening to the Gospel myself, that I would be willing
te do any thing in my power to have the humble religion of
Jesus carried 1o these places, if peradventure a few only
might embrace it. Bat who will go > Shall I sav—*“here
am I, send me? Well, if “I AM " saith it—I will leave all
and go. But I fear to venture without any further evidente
of that, least ! should be any injury to the cause I love. Tt
is ten yeass this day since I scld all for Christ—God called
me when I was but a little lad, and T am sofry that I have
not been more diligent. If I can be of any future use, glad
will I be. But when I look at myself and look at the work,
I am almost ready to say—Lord send others but not me.
Others, who are mighty in Israel, will they not go? But I
pray God te send by whem he will—and O may he specdily
send salvation to my fellow dying memn.

Octodber 1. J. M.
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~ For the Intclligencer.
A WORD TO THE YOUNG.

I wish to call the attention of the youthful readers of the
Intelligencer to some of the prominent evils g7 the day, with
a view of putting them on their suard agaiust them.

ist. Bad Cewpanny —Beware of evil company. How
many promuising sous, by the in“nence of wicked associates
have been ruined. Many with the best prospects before
them huve set ont in the voyage of life, but the fondest hopes
of those who lovod them have begn wrecked bv their associa-
tion with vicions companions, O cease from the paths of
evil men.  Avoid them—pasq away from them.

2nd. Ardent Spicits. ~With all that has been done iz the
cause of Total Abstinenge, the o'd drinking custom sl pre-
vails to an alaring extent. And it is a besotingevik. 1t is
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