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Tavictirs. 
THE DEVOTIONAL STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

From a leller by the late Rev. Henry Venn. 

You have ever, dear Sir, been long out of my thoughts, | 
since you asked me what comment was best on the Bible. | 
The inquiry indicated a desire to know and please God.— | 

1. mplied a conviction, which all must feel before they can | 

be saved, that Divine knowledge is infinitely preferable to 
all buman sciences. In answer to your question I can, 
from a happy experience, assure you there is one cermin | 

way (and | conclude but one) of acquiring spiritual under- 

It is a laborious one, and very contrary to our natural | 
love of ease. You wil! find it in the second chapter of Pro- | 
verbs, and the first nine verses, compared with the com- | 
mand, sixth chapter of Deuteronemy, fourth to ninth verse. | 
From hence it is plain, that much pains must be taken in 
pondering on the Word of God : we must read it with as | 
much attention as we do a mathematical proposition, and! 
add to our attention earnest prayer that our understanding 
miay be opened to understand the Sciip ure. 
The parts of Scripture we mustiead inthis manner, above 

the rest, are such as describe the majesty of Jehovah ; the | 
Godhead of Christ ; his power, grace, and redemption ef 
sinners ; our natural condition, and the transformation begun 
and carried on in the souls of the faithful. These are the 
material’ and fundamental articles called, by the Holy 
Ghost, ** the wonderful things of God’s Law.” You dte 
to read a little ata time. What you do not understand, con- 
fess before the Lord, and ask the explanation, as you would 
from your own dear father, of anything he could make clear 
you Say, “My Lord ! what meaneth this ? It is very 
dark to my mind, I can receive no benefit from it, through 
the ignorance which is in me.” Say, when you read the 

most glorious account of His love, His power, His victory, 
end triumph,—*““Lord, I see not these things in a light to 
charm and captivate me, not as realities, infinitely interest- 
ing to my soul, not as to engage me to covet; earnestely a 
sharc in them > When you read the Scriptures which de- 
lineate fallen men, say,—*“Loxd, how little am I humbled 
ander this charge ! how little ashamed of my depravity ! 
how have 1 flouered myself, instead of confessing my sin!”’ 
To make more clear this methed of reading Sciipture— 
which alene, I think, honours it as the word of God; I will 
give you a specimen upon Hannah's song, 1 Sam ii. 1— 
10. When I read the first verse, I icok up and ask, “Oh 
that my heart may rejoice in the Lo:d !"”’ not in temperal 
advantages, or creature good. I say, +O Lerd, exalt my 

: 
| 

horn or power, enlarge my mouth over my enemy !"> And 
I call to mind my peculiar temptations, my besetling sin, | 
and the dreadful assults made upon me. Then I proceed | 
io meditate on the Lord, Holy, Almighty, unchangeable ; | 

———e——— ~—— ——— I ——— | ——————————————— oe a. — — -— 

sickness, and poverty, and trouble ; he sends the fly and THE CHURCH! 

kills all your wheat ; but I say—Devil liar—He is no bad | War is the Church ?—Thou City of our God, : 

Master. for he knocked at the door of my heart, and I'wou'd | From whose high towers we mark the heavenly road, 

not let Him in ; and then He knocked again and again, till | Thy light devine, reveals a pilgrim race, — 

I was obliged to open the door, and ever since I have found | Ajjen on earth, but heirs of heavenly grace. 
Him to be good Ile has bound up my heart when it was | While traveling onward in the living ray 

broken ; He has come to my bed when T was sick ; He has | OF that bright sun, whose glory makes their day, — 

bourne with my sins; He has not cast me off becuse I was | [i hu in His light, truth from His vital beams, 

then He died for poor Mose’s soul. Oh no, he is not a bad | he paths of penitence and faith are there, 
Master. He may take away my wife and children ; He may | The paths of love and duty, praise and prayer. 
barn my house, and lay me on a sick bed, and smite me | Buch nook, where, knit in unity of love, 
with his own dear hand ; still I would love Him, and suy | Saint cling to saint and all 10 God above : 

it was all'for geod.” : Eacn outward ordinance in mercy given, 
As he said this, a silent tear stole down his check, 1 Each outward grace that fits the soul for Heaven,— 

could not help saying to myself, “What would T give for| A}, all that man can need, or God revenl 

such tears, and for such hezvenly love and gratitude as |p, guide to heaven the so i's redeem'd from hel’, — 

5 | Lie clear and plain from Zion's holy tower, seems to dwell in the heart of this pious old negro! 

““ You have preaching here, I suppose.” | When Christ her Sun shines forth,in light and life awd 
power. “ Yes,” said he, ** and sometimes, when I go to preach- 

ing, my heart feels cold and dead ; but then the minister 

| preaches so good, that my soul gets happy, and then the | What is the Church ?— Alas | a dangerous height, 
Bible preach, and the woods preach, and everything preach; | To him who climbs it wrapt in Nature's night, 

and when my hand is at the plough, my soul is in heaven.” Trusting in Reason’s lamb ; whose lustre streams 

“ You huve a Bible, then ?*° | Cold and uncertain, ns the moon's pale beams,— 
“ Yes, | have ; 1 learned to read thirty years ago, and | Ay calm and Beautifol,— as, false and fair,— 

now when it rains all day on Sarday, I read, and sing, and | Op all beneath. her lights and shadows bear, 
pray, and find that Jesus Christ can come to the ugly cubin | Now lovely glimpses of the real and true 

of poor Moses.” | Stand clearly out to meet the ravish'd view ; 
1 bade the old man farewell, with the confident hope of | Aon seme lucid cloud obscures the scene, 

meeting him mn heaven. 1 afterwards learned that he was | Some dark’ning error,— prompt to intervene ; 

remarkable punctual in attending Divine worship, and was | While oer the changeful landscape, —worst of all— 

considered by the congregation to which he belonged, to be | The.ghadow of * the Church’ is made to full : 
a very pious man. Our loved and holy Church !—dark as a funeral pall. 

SOLEMN AND EVENTFUL QUESTION. | © Thou, who didst of old Thy Spirit shower 
An old Congregational minister of the gospel, just closing | {pon thy Church with Pentecostal power, 

the 77th year of his age, who is engaged in preparing a book | [)egeend on every heart, and make us see 
for publication m the city of New York, has been in the The Church but precious, as she guides to Thee ! 

habit, for a short ime past; of dining at a ceffee-house, | Chage the dark night, the cold, uncertain ray ; 
where, at that hour of the day, uniformly a company of Shed o’er her towers the light and life of day. 
more or less sober gentlemen, of various ages, were engaged | Show forth the true, the heaven-appointed road, 
in a kind of game at a table in the middle of the room, | Tg bring our soulsto glory and to Ged, 
merely for pastime, without bet or wrang'ing among them. | Enlighten’d and renew’d by warmth Divine. — 
On the last day of September, at noon, there were but two | Thoy Sun of Righteousness ! arise and shine. 
at the game, one youngerly man from Europe, and a man 
upwards of sixty years of age, who pleasuntly busied them- MIRACLE IN THOSE DAYS. 
selves in their mode of pastime, while the old minister was | The following anecdote was related at the Congregationsd 
taking his mid day repast. A thought came imto his mind| yg gaciation, at Pittsfiels, by Rev. Mr. Elis : 
on the precious vaiue of time, which was so often wasted as| fe went recently, he said, four miles before breakfast, in 

though it was good for. nothing. This led him atthe close | prank, to see John Colby, 89 years old, who had lived 
of his repast to step to their table, and put the following | ji 86 an infidel. He then Tell mto great distress of mind 
question lo the gentlemen at their play: “What va'uve | ,.4 was impre<sed as with a voice from heaven—*‘Go to 
would you set upon sixty minutes of time if you could be the Bible.”’ * Go to the Bible >—why Fhave never learn- 

endeavouring to recollect the Seriptare facts which display | assured that this, and this one hour only, were allotted you | od tp read.”” But he went and learned to read by slow 
the Divine attributes. In the third, fourth, and fifth verses, | 10 *¢¢k and secure an eternal interest in the kingdom of | process from the first elements, and obtawed a Christian 
I consider the doom and end of the proud and arregant op | 
posers of God’s government and truth. In the next five | 
verses, | reflect upon His absolute dominion over health 
and strength, life and death, poverty and wealth,— His | 
descension to the self-condemned and vile in their own eyes, 
—H:s love for the faithful, and venganee against his adves- | 
saries. | read and meditate upon these ten verses, till grand | 
ideas of the Lord penetrate my ignorant mind ; till I feel 
iis favour is more than words cun express, and His dis- | 
pleasure the greatest evil. : 
By practice and habit this method of reading becomes de- | 

lightfu! ; and® what knowledge is thus gained, you will! 
never lose. The Bible is a perfect work of itself. Excepting | 
matters of chronelogy and prophetical parts not yetfulfilled, 
a diligent and deveut perusal will be the means of explain- 
mg it sufficently. We ofien are destitute of the spirit of 
prayer, and therefore find it irksome 10 bow our knees ; but 
mn this manner of reading the Scriptures { have seldom fail- 
ed of finding light and love springing vp in my heurt, and 
grace to pour out my prayer, as the passage engaging my | 
meditation suggest. 5 

OLD MOSES! 
“ You se2m to be enduring the curse pronounced upon 

fallen man—getting your bread by the sweat of your brow.”’ 
““ Ah, Massa,” replied the poor negro, whose head was | 

whitened with age, whiist the deep wrinkles in his face, 
and a stoop in his shoulders, indicated that he had seen 
many years, and suflered many hardships. “Ah, Massa,” 
said he, wiping the falling sweat from his face, “1 have 
no reason to complain. 1 have a great many blessings left 
yet. 1 have Jesus Christ and his Gospel, and that is enough 
for poor old Moses.’ % 

** As you seem to be quite shat out from the world here, 
I sappose you have but few temptations ?*° 
“Ah, Maasa,” said he, - wherever I go, I carry the 

bad heart with me,” putting his hand to his breast, * and 
that it is which lets in the world. 1 have to pray against 
the world at night, and in the morning, and then Ih ve to 
fight against it all dey. The devil can get up here in these 
mouniamng as well as anywhere else, — ’ , for you know he tempt- | 
ed oor Saviour on a mountain.” 

““ My good old (riend, you seem to have been long a pil- | 
grim to the heavenly counwry.”’ 

** For forty years,” said he, **1 have found thatthe Lord 
has been good to me, and that he who trusts in the Saviour | 
shall never be moved.” 

*‘ But are you never tempted to forsake the Saviour 2” | 
“I'krow that my heart is very deceitful, and Satan keeps 

i to get old Moses; but my master in heaven says, 
* Dy grace are ye saved through faith, and that net of vour- 
selves, it is the gift of God.” This is wy hope, that he who has began the good work will finishagt. When you 
plant corn, Massa, you don’t go away and leave it, and let 
the birds pal! it up, or the grass and the weeds kill it; so 
when God plants the good seed in the sianer’s heart, he 
does not go away and leave it to die.”’ 

** You say you are tempted sometimes ?*’ 
“¥es, Mussa, sometimas the devi! will come and whisper 

mm my ear,— Moses, you serve a hard Master; he sends 

‘what a day may bring forth.” 

‘that the divine fight exists among them, aithough lrequent- 

| I was ; he could not begin the Sabbath either, withont be- 

heaven?’ They both appeared astonished, but made no | 
definite reply, except a lew words by the youngest, who 
said, * That is a solemn question.” 

At the coffee table next day, at noon, that youngerly man 
said to the old minister, ** Do you remember your question 
yesterday noon? & I do *” ««Woell, that old man that was 

then playing pastime with me, was taken ill in the afternoon, 
a docter visited him, and about one o'clock at night he died !"’ 

*“ Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou krowest not 
The above statement may 

be relied on as fact. Let the question which was pat to 
those men be considered, estimated, and improved by every 
waster of precious ime, which God has given, to seek and: 
secure an inheritance in the kingdom of heaven. *“ What 
isa man profitted, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul? Or, what shall a man give for his soul 2» 
Sixty minutes —the last hour of an impeniteut sinner’s life. 
What is that hour worth ? 

JEWISH PRINCIPLE. 
The Jews sometimes display lofty principles, which show 

ly concealed by the old inerustations of Rabbinical institati- 
ons. In my own family, and characteristic incident occur- 
red. My worthy grandfather was a man of great sensibility 
and of a warm heart, but easily excited to wrath. le had 
a brother whom he dearly loved. One day they fell into a 
dispute, and each returned to his home in ange . This hap- 
pened on Friday. As tie evening drew near, my good 
grandmother, who was another Martha, full of activity, be- 
gan to make preparation for the Sabbath day. “ Come, 
dear ,Joseph,”” she exclaimed, “ the night is approaching; 
cone and light the Sabbath lamp !*’ 
But he, full ofsadness and anguish, continued walking up 

and down the room. His good wife spoke agam in anxiety ; | 
‘“ See, the stars are already shining ia the firmament of the 
Lord, and our Sabbath lamp is not yet lighted.”’ 
Then my grandfather took his hat and cane, and evidently 
much troubled, hastened out of the house. Dat in a few 
moments he returred with tears of joy ic his eys. 

“* Now, dear Rebecca,” he exclaimed ; ** now I am | 
ready.” 
He repeated his prayerand with g'adness lighted the Sab 

bath lamp. Then he related the dispute which. had occur- 
red in the morning, adding: “I could not pray and light my 
lamp before becoming reconciled with my brother Isaac.” 

* Bat how did you manage to de it so soon ?”’ 
“0, ** he replied, *“ Isaac had been as much troubled as 

coming reconciled with me. So we met in the street ; he 
was coming te we, and I was going to him, and we ran into 
each other's arins and wept.”’ 

Might not we end this anecdote with those simple words 
of Jesns, ** Go and do likewise 7" 

There is a poor woman living but a few miles from Do- 
ver, who pays annually $15 for missions, £15 for the sup- 
port of the gospel in her own place, and has also taken a 
poor boy to support and educate, whom she hopes and 
prays that God will make a missionary. “God loveth the 
cheerful giver.” 

| pulse, fair promises, and bitter disappointments. 

hope, to the wonder of his neighbors, and the vexation of bis 
wife and family. Daniel Webster, hearing of the faces, 
visited his early acqaaintnce. “ John,” said he, *“ what is 
this I hear of you >” “0, Daniel,’” he replied, “your are 
a great man ; you make laws in wou a ; but this book 
contains better laws than what yon make.” He returned to 
his tepant’s house from the interview much impressed and 
very thonghtfa!. He was inquired of with selicitude , “Mr. 
Webster, what is the matter with you, are you sie?” *‘Ah, 
Taylor,” said Mr Webster, “there are miricles in these dave 
—Jobn Colby is converted.” 

COSTLY PLEASURE" 

fome few years since, an orthodox clergyman, in one of 
our New Englund cities, felt a strong desire to raad Walter 
Scott’s novels And he so far sacrificed his principles that 
he made up his mind to de so. For several suceessive Sab. 
baths he supplied his pulpit by means of exchange, and ens- 
ployed his time as pro . 
Having finished his fearful work he found to his great sup- 

prise, that he had brought leanness on us soul. Some one 
remarked, ‘‘He will not get over it for months, and perhaps 
not even for years,”” “No,” said the late Prof, Stuart, “nor 
to all eternity,” 

PRAYER. 

God has made map an instrument to man, and we may 
not despise a birother’s kindness ; but we can seldom 1ell 
him our whole case; how, then; can he give an opinion upon 
it 7 There is something exceedingly satisfactory and de- 
lightful to me in dealing with an omniscient and infallible 
Being. The Scriptures seem to take particular paiw to 
present that Being with more than a father’s heart. While 
the prodigal was yet a great way off —naked and fin rags, 
the fruit of his own folly—*his father, ran, and fell, on his 
neck and kissed him, and bid him welcome to the best fare 
of his house. While we stand in the anteschamber, and 
talk with the servants, we :uay meet with many a rude re- 

It is bet. 
ter to go at once to the foot of the throne, without any intru- 
duction, and there lay our giieviences. There never wae, 
nor never will be, an instance of rejection. ¢ He that com- 
eth shall in no wise be cast out "— Author of ¢ Fuller's 
Reason for Repose. 

TOBACCO EMOKING. 

The practice of tobache smoking was introduced by Sir 
Walter Raleigh, about 1586. lis use, however, like that 
of coffee, encountered much opposition. Laws and severe 
penalties were enacted against it. The Grand Duke of 
Moscow forbade its entrance into his territory , under pain 
of the knout for the first offence, and death for the next.— 
The emperor of the Turks, the king of Persia, and Pope 
Urban VIII, all issued similar prohibitions. A hundred 
volumes were written against it, and even Kiog James I, 
took up his pen to suppress it. He styles it, ‘“a custom 
loathsome to the eye, hateful to the nose, painful tg the brain, 
dangerons to the lungs, and in the black, stinking fame 
thereof. most nearly resembling the horrible Stygian smoke 
of the pit that is bottomless’


