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There is unquestionably a marked improvement in the |
state of society, but | fear it has been over-rated by many.

That restraining moral and legal influences, (and illegal
nlso. as the Vigilance Committee still exists, and is a terror

w0 evil-doers,) have been at work none will deny, bat that

effeciive radical reformation has been effected but few will
assert. Here it is really and fearfully trie that ** broad 18
the way that leadeth to desiruction, and many there be
which go in thereat ¥’

Sach a seene as a **revival of religion,”” [ meana general,
sll-prevading religions interest, such as churches and com-
maunities in other portions ol Christendom have emjoyed , has
aever been witnessed by men or angels in Califoruia.

True we are permitt d with gratitnde to God to record
individual cases of conversion, but such occurrencesare hke
angelie visits, v“few and far between ' Let us look at the
state of things in San Francisco, perhaps the favored
spot in Calffornia. For a population of 40.000 there are 2
Catholic churches, 11 Protestant churches and 3 preaching

most

places, the entire accommodations of which will not seal
more than 5 000. The namber of communion members n
connection with the Protestant churches 1s 485, and the av
' his :
artendance upon public worshig about
‘Uhere are 12 Subbath schools with 1bout GO0 schoi
rolled  and an average attendance of avout 350; leaving about
1.400 children in the city without Lhe paies of the Sabbath
echool. Is not kere a demand for Sunday-scho { efjori
And wil! not the friends of this holy, heavenly enterprise
by their prayer and contributions streng hen the hands and
ancourage the hearts of those who are eng iged in this bless-
»d work on Uins coast ’
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That you may have an idea of the moral condition ol
1vc::-1\.'.u:d the danger and evil 1 fluences to which the
young are exp wsed in this city and State, I will give voo

g ]

the fo'lowing from the editon s of the secular press. Says
one of the editors of the San Franecisco Daily Whiz. *“As
we were walking through a ng saleon the other night,
specalating upon the chances of the games, and reading the

map ol haman natare, as exhibite d by the countenances ol
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| interesting field.— Snnday-School Journal.

betters, bankers and cappers, wece asnA B C
table. where we saw a hutle girl, apparently ten years ol
age throwing the dice, ind paying ai d taking for the game

a little brisht ey ed. flaxenhared, rosy cheeked o tl—be-
side her sat a woman, whether her mother or not, we do

pot know,

The child, with innocent laaghing eye, saw the bright
dollars and vellow gold accamulate or disappear from her
bank. with the unconcern ol one Who neilaer knew nor ca®
Her little hand

2 a3
ad for their vaine, grusped at ]

!
g h the Jere etty plavthings and the gu "'\
dice, as though they were pretiy | ings al e |

was to her an amusement and Caos<tom has en
abled us 10 look upon gambling. dissipation, and vice, un

moved. We hava so long seen me. and women n the in.

P"' me

dulgence of their worst passions that we have come to re. |

gard the existence of criminal practices, taa Cahforni com |
munily, a8 a matter of course —necessary evils which must
exist. We have seen o'd men and young premeditated!y
enler upeon, and p»rwu'nn;l_\v follow a4 course which mus!
inevitably terminate in ron and disgrace ; ad we have
phlio'lnp!; zad. that those who hive arrived at matoiity and
discretion should be the jadg=s of their own habits and par-
.ui[g_ We h.‘.\'cl never as ‘V"l 'Hi\«‘ Al d !he n“C"-’l(_\' (‘f‘
legislating for men’s morals, or curbing by restramts of law "'
the private conduct of citizens. so long as thewr acts do not

resalt in the positive wrong and injury of their neighbors; but

an incident like the above leads to re flections of a serious |
The pareat who would thus expose an innocent |

natlure.
and artless child of ten years, 10 the associations and cor-
rupt influences of a gambliag hail should be deprived of the
}TAI\ ilvge of rearng n.”

Savs one of the edtiors of **The San Francisco Herald.”
in the No of Jan. 27th, ** Yesterday morning a young lad

of light and delicate frame, who from bis appearance might |

Yo about 14 vears of age, was seated among the prizoners
at the l:el‘.ur;h r's court, hns)(\ullnl’ul appearance foiming a
strange and pa fal contrast to the rad-, burly. reffian forms
about him. He sat as in a dronken siupor, his bice eyes
fixed apen vicancy, s yellow hawr matied and disorderd,
and s smooth round face overspread with a death

like pallor, so unnatural to boyhood, that the observer turn- |

ed away from the speciacle with asens tion akinto disgust,

This Yoy had been picked up in the pablic streets 1 a state ‘
of brutal mtoxiralicn, withoat » remnant of conscloasness re- |

maiaing to render him aware of e condition. He was
Gned five dollars by the Recorder, and after sp aking with
an effort, of his m'dnh'_\ to meet the penalty, sank back nte
hs seatl with histloss apathy and apparent enconcera. N ei-
ther is the abeve an isolated or an case. San
VFraacisco, thosgh the preportion of chwidren among its ins
habitants ¢ but small, can count as many
ders a8 many an o'der city.

ae that above mentioned, » young Mexican Ixd, good-look-
ng and ntelligent, was senten ed o five days imprison-
ment for fghting. 3

that he wou'd be handed over fiom the officer’s custody n-

uncommon

vouthfur

well and neatly dressed,) 1
child had been for & long time past, a prolessional gam-
Ller in this eity. T'wo others « flike teader years were ar
rested on the same day for Ceawing dangerous weapons al a
dance house, They were Peruviuns, with kern, mis hiev-
ous eves, the one had drawn a large pistol with a bayonet
anci\e‘i, the other had concealed beneath his blanket a
mardervas Jo \king broadsword, that might from its size and
fashon, have graced the thigh of seme ancieat Templar,
Traly, the rising generation s a promising one, and the
uecessity for a House of Correction for vicious yoath is be-
coming every day more apparent ™’

I have m)wifoocn wteresting, bright c_vpd bovs in the
band of 2 gambling sa'won, 10 attraet by the i fluence ol
masic, the young and inexperienced into those dens of viee
wod siaks of wfamy.

There are perhaps no communities in the world, where

1he worals of children are so shamefully neglected, owing
te \be parsuits of (e inhabitanie and the ensettied state of

threw the
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| sune ground, empties his cups

offen. | comes darker n color and more luugh

Even upon the same occasion |

To look at the boy one would suppose | Fast lndies, there appears to ke no importation nto this
| country from these | bicea.

to the care of a mother to be punished and sent o school : | he the want of that fraitfalness which i3 foend 1n them here.
:

vet when ask-d 1o state his means of livelihond, U]n ne was |’

|
appesred that 1his seemng | sonerally n the wet season, they bave reet, owimng to the

society. Although my residence in California has been
short, yet | have seen and heard enough to teach me most
impressively, the importance of moral culture in youth.
Had the thousands ol women and men, both o'd and };oung,
who are rushing with a fearful veloeiy to disgrace lalamny
and ruin both temporal and eternal, by vio'ating the laws
both human and Divine ; degradingand disgracing human-
iy,—been trained in childhood and youth **in the way in
which they should go,”’ the scrnes ol violence, hicentious
ness and erime, which shock our moral and
cause us to blush for our species woald not occur so fre-
quently as to be regrded ‘*as a matter ol course  Thisis
emphatically

sensibilities

a “Sastcouniry,”

If men of enterprise make and lose money fas! ;
the young and aged run swiftly to ruin.  Such
cocious character ¢f children,

SO
s the pre-
and the evil mfluences t.)'
which they are surrounded, that they form evil habits with
{ity, of which | could give you several pain
fal which came under my own observation.
Here 'housands of young men who never drank ardeat
-l‘nlr;'-l_ in any form, or :nllnhlrd or used profane ;.H-:_'Lﬂxgt‘.
or visited the abodes of ilt‘r, whose gales ead to
death, and whose stepe take hoid on hell, at home en-

imazing rapi

instances,

down
., are
teed . and before their friends are aware ol thewr fall, thewr
rumn is effected and complete,
emer and his

| would not have the triends
lambs, abate in least their
ntributions in behalf of the Great Hedt, but
- l.'\nf of the harvest”’ has vn}:ﬂgvd fiell of

! u * to en
Ecery NSabbath-school scholar, every {eacher, and cvery
Christian n the East
n mptiy, 1o advance the gm\d capse n
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calls upon also be irged.”’

should do something snd
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rfdE INDIA RUBBER TREE AT BRAZIL.

Kidd's Journal, an English publication,

furnishes these

particalars respecting the caoutchouc, or iudia rubber tree, |

of Brazil :

“ The caoutchouc tree grows, in general, to the height of
forty or fifiy feet without branches ;
15 ¢

shiape d

el ! ‘_'?-.t r
tke that of a peach tree. 'I'he trees show their
working by the number of knots or bunches, made by t-p-
ping; and a s gular fact is, that when most tapp d n,u:\ Zive
Mmost K or sup As the ume of operating
the tappers are on hand The blacks
first seqt through the forest, armed with a quantity of sofi

av. and a small pek-axe.

18 early dav,

pefore sanrise . re

a portion of the clay is formed nto a cap, and stack to the
The black then striking his pick over the cup, the
slowly, a tree giving out

lrunk.

darly about a gill.
I'be “tapper continaes in this way, tapping, perbaps, fifly
wrees, when be re urns, and with a jar, passing over the
So, by scven o'clock, the
blacks come 1n with their Jars ready for working. “T'he sap
it 1his stage, resembles milk in appearance, and somewhat
m taste It i3 also frequently diank wrh perfect safety.

If left s anding now, it will curdie like milk, disengrging a

walery guhs';nnc-- Illnt‘ whey. ."tun:u;.d\‘»rs now arrmnze
: 3 ” " .y
themselves to form the gam. Seated in the shade, with a

large pan of milk on one side, and on the other a flagon. 10
which is burned a nut, pecaliar to this country, emitting a
dense smoke, the operator having s last, or form, held by
a long stick or handle, previously besmeared with soft clay,
in order to shp off the shoe when finished, holds it ovir the
pan, and pouring on the milk til it s covered, sets the

conting in the smoke, then, giving it a second coat, repeats

| the smoking ; and so on with a third and 2 fourth, uli the
| shoe i+ of the required thickness, averaging from six 10

twelve coats.

“ When finished, the shoes on the forms are placed in
the san the remainaer of the day to drip. Next day, if re
\"':_rui_ they may be figuted, bewng 0 sofl that any hnpws
sion wili be indelibly received.

T he natives are very dex-
terous n this work.

Wi h a @il and sharp pointed stick
they will produce finely hned leaves and flowers, such as
vou may have seen on the shoes, In an incredi ly shor

space of tine, Afier remaining on the forms twe or three

davs, the shoes are cut open on the top, aliowing the |.st |

They are then Lied together ready for market
There peddlers and Jews trade for them with merchan's,
who have them siuffed with strtaw, and packed In boxes to
export. ln the same manner, any shape may be manufac-

10 %Hp oul.

| tured.

|

lelav is Proken and exiracted.

Thes, tovs zre made on c'ay forms. Afler drying, the
Bottles, ete., are made n
According as the gum grows older, it be
The
m the province is countless.

the same way.

caoutchoue trees In some

| paris, w hole forests exist, and they are fre q'p'n"v cat down

for firewood. Although the trees exist in Mexico and the

he reason, we suppose, must

I'ne caocuichouc tree may be worked all the year ; bat,

flooded stare of the woods, and the milk being watery, re-

| quires more trooble to manuafacture the same articie than n

the dry scason.

OBsERVANCE oF THE SARBATH.—If any doabt the
neces-ity of a Sabbath, n order to the maintenance ol our
civil and religious wstinutions, let them ook to these nations
which have made the experineat of living without one
What wa< ancient Rome, with her 6,000 000 or 7,000 000,
when she had no Sabbaths, but the grand theatre of nha-

manity and crime. whose deleterious inflarnce has ever

since been felt all over the world? What was France
when she introduced her decades and blotied cut the
weekly Subbath?  'Wha have been Mexico and South

America? Aad, it may be asked, what are they now ?
And what has been that of every Christian nation contewmn-
ing that beaven'y wetitation ?

39

Tuz Expecren Doom or Rome.—Dr. Comming,
in his Apocalyplic Sketches, and many other authors, have
asserted, as their interpretation of som¢ parts of the Apo-
calypse, that Rome will b= destroyed by fire from heaven,
or swallowed up by earthquakes, or overwhelmed with des-
traction by vo'canos, as the visible punishment of the Al
mighty for its popery and its cames, 1 am vawi to

ung

are unfulfilled : but [ beheld everywhere—in Rome, near
Reme, and through the whole country of ltaly from Rome

| deduce any argument of this kind from the prophe cies which

m more than one respect. |
also do |

then branching rans up |
The leal 1s about six inehes long, thin, and |

Un coming o one ol the trees |

I ———

namber of

| but I never saw Cromwell on an aleiouse sign yel.

to Naples—the most astounding prools, not merely of the
possibility, bat of the exceeding probability, that the whole
region of central lta!y will one day sufler under sucha
catastrophe. The seil of Rome is tula, of a volcanic origin,

| the smell of the saipbur, which we found to be most dis

agreeable. must be the result of volcamc subteiranean a

on still going on. At Naples, the boilmg sulphur is seen
bubling near the snrface of the carth. When | drew a shick
along upon the ground, the sulpburecus smoke followed the
ndentation ; and it would never sarprise me to hear of the
utter destruction of the entire pemusula of ltaly,— Towns-
end’s Journal of a Tour.
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| TueFimer REsipENCE oF THE JEWs 1N EXGLAND
takes its dute from the time of the Hepiarehy, and the first
mention of their existence 18 madc ln an ecclesias! canon
of Egbert, Archbishop of York (A. p. 740), which ferbade
christians taking any part in the Jewish festivals. The
aws of Edward the Conlessor (A. 1041), declare them

o be the property of the king, in the same manner s they
were in France. Many Jews came over to England with

| William the Conqueror. We find especial mention mada
of them in the time of William Rafus, the second king of
! the Norman | The king himseif, the enemy of the

D

ine. er-
and bat little attached to the church, permitted the Jews
to defend their religion in pablic, as much as they please d.
What, however, he liked best in them was thewr wealth,
which, for bis own sake, he gave them every opporiunily
| of amassicyg, especially from the clergy At that Lme the
i Jews possessed, in London and elsewhere (as atr Oxford,
i
!
!
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Lineoln. and York), considerable mansions, resembling the
castles of the nobility ia thewr exterior; and whole streels
were allerwards named from them.

| Crive 18 Loxpon Axp New Yorx.—The most
| recent statistics of vice in the British metropoiis, show that
there are 16,000 children trained to crime n that eny, ak-
nually, and that there are 5,000 receivers of stolen goods,
16,000 gamblers by profession, 25,000 beggars, 30,000

i
| drunkards, 180,000 habwtua! drinkers, 150,000 persons sub-~
:

sisting on profligacy, and 50,000 thieves, making a ‘otal of
470,000 persons who subsist on vice and crime in one city.
A similar estimate has also been made for New York,
which puats down, for that eity, 3,000 children tramned to
crime, 1,000 recewvers of stolen goods, 2,000 gamblers by
profession, 2,000 beggars, 10,000 drunkards, 50,000 babs-
taal drinkers, 50,000 persons subsisting on profligacy , and
5,000 thieves, making a total of 153,000 villains and de-
banchees in the iast. named city—a greater pumber in pro-
portion to its population than i1n London.

Tiue War System.—Baron Von Reden, who 19 es-
teemed the first statistical writer in Germany, and perhaps,
in the world, calculates (and his caleulations are unquestion-
ably below the mark) thatl the unnual cost of the war estab-
lishments of Europe amoyots 10 £81.178,200 ; and the loss
occusioned by the withdrawal of the men eng iged In their
several armies and navies from all preductive labour, s at
least £36,000,000 ; making a total yearly expenditzre of
£117,177,000 The same wriler estimates that the national
debis of all the European States (almost all of which have
been contiacted for war purposes) amount at the present
moment, to £1.883 7865850, If 1his were distributed
over the whole population, t would be alove £7 10 each
man, woman, and child throughoat Esrope. ‘The annual
interest ol this sam, according 10 Baion Von Reden, i
£71.324,40€, and if all the coste of collection and disburs-
ment be ncladed, it wiil probubly be inttle less than £100,-
000,000, If we add this sum to the expenses of the aciaul

r——
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. i war establishments, and the loss of labour, as stated above,

we shall find a total of more than £200 000,000 wrung from
the toil and indusiry of the people of Earope, cvery year,
Ly the war systew.

UCROMWELL A TERROR TO Psricana—A writer ia
Eliza Cook s Journal, epeaking of pabhie-house signs,
says ;—**There are Marlborougns, Abercrombys, and Wel
lingtons ; Dancans, Rodneys, and Nelsors, by dozens. |
have sevn an adniral painted on horseback somewhere ;
This

i a siogular and a sigaiicant fact.”

Tue Youne Sonpier avd His Disre. o a town

with which | am connected, a yoang man, whese conduct
had nearly broken the heart of his widowed moiher, e tered
| the army. ‘The reginent lirst went, | believe, to Malia,
\ liutle while afllerwards his mother ha€ s opportamity of
sending him a Bible. She did rot hear again 01 her son Ul
the rezunent reterned, when she found that he had fallen
America. But her son had received the Bible a8 Mala,
and it haé led him 10 seriouspess and reflecriony his vicious
habits were reformed, and his soul brought inte possession
of substantial and enduring peace. Bat this was not ail.
A1 the close of *he action m which he received bis meortal
wound. he was found under a hitle bush, his Bible epen
before him, the leavgs stained with biced, and s dead
hand lying apon pother’s Bible. ‘Thia was an ead
which glorified spirifs would rejoice to witness, From such
an end praise resounds to the Redeemer of sinners, whe
can make that teok the blessed piliow 19 a dyivg heed, acd
fill the believes’'s soal with joy unspeakablemnd fall of glory.

| H.a. and Rev. Gerard Noel,




