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Jehovah acknowledged by Cyrus.
WATAH XLV, 3.

We may have some notion of a man’s chara~ter from
the effect which certain intimations produce apon his
mind. In what manver, then, did the intimations we
have cited affect the mind of Cyrus, when he became
acquainted with them? We know that he did become
acquainted with them : for this appears on the fice of
his edict for the restoration of the Jews, Josephus re-
lates, what is highly bable in itself, that when Cy-
rus became master of Babylon, the Jews there showed

and explained to am these prophecies relating to him- |

self. We know, indeed, that there was one man n
Babylon who had direct access to him, and who stood
high in his esteem ; and that it is morally certaia that
this man would not fail to bring such mportant and
convincing predictions under the*notice of the king.—
This was Daniel, of whose connection with the Per-
sians we shall hereafter have occasion to speak inore
fully. The effect was as here prediated ; that Cyrus
saw and acknowledged the Hand by which his path
had been warked out, and his steps had been guided :
and that he histened to testify his convictions and his
obedience by executing with earnestness the remain-
ing task to which he had been called— that of restor-
ing the Jews to their own land. These are the mem-
orable words of the edict which.was promulgated in
writing through all his empire : —* Jehovah, the God
of heaven, hath given me all the kingdoms of the
earth ;: and He hath charged me to build Him an house
at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.,” There is nothing
indctinite or uncertain in this. If he had said simpl

* the God of heaven,” we might have been doubtful s
to his meaning. It might have been understood of the
god he had been used to worship. But here he gives
him the name by which the Lord was peculiarly known
among the Hebrews—the great name of JEmovan:
and declares unreservedly his conviction that He was
“the God of heaven.” Surely this isa great thing.—
It showd that Cyrus not only recognised the truth and
inspiration of these prophecies, but that they wrought

have been enough that he should so distinctly an-
nounce that the Geod of Israel, known by the ineffable
name of Jehovah, was the “ God of heaven.” There
could be no misunderstanding this. But in the very
next senterce, in which he finds it necessary to de-
scribe the Lord as “ the God of Israel,” he, as if alive
to the common notions in this matter, and as if care-
fally to exclude the remotest chance of being inder-
stood dy that description to limit his almightiness,
throws in the emphbatic clause, “Hz 15 Tue Gon,'
which can have no other meaning than “ He is the
true and only God.”*

What was the practical value of this conviction,
what nffuence it had upon his heart and life, we
have no means of knowing. The probability is, that
after the first burst of feeling, he was content to retain
them as private convictions, without attempting to
give them public effect, and without caring to take
part in the rites and ceremonies of the Jewish religion.

| Ihis be might think himself the more. free to do, as

the religion in which he had been bronght up, present-
ed none of the revolting aspects of the common idola-
tries, and there was no religion of the ancient world,
which, ip its external, and sowe of its internal aspects
approached so nearly to, or rather differed so little
from, that of the Hebrews. That his belief was not
altogether Qarren, we have seen by the act of obedi-
ence which the decree expressed. The full extent of
his intentions and his liberality is hardly visible in the
decree, as given in the first chapter of Ezra; bat by
the copy of it found 1n the record-chamber at Ecbatna,
in the reign of Darus Hystaspis, we perceive that it
was his wish that the temple to be built at Jerusalem
by his permission and 1ssistance, should be twice as
large as that of Solomon. - Ezra vi, 3.

The comparative sunplicity of the faith which Cyrus
held, and its entire freedom from gross idolatories—
which the Persians hated as much as the Jews, and
held themselves as strongly bound to destroy and over-
turn, was possibly, we may revereatly ventufe to con-
Jecture, among the causes wlich decided his nomination
to these high destinies, and may account for his being
distinguished by epithets of honororable distinction,
never in Scripture given to any idolater.

T?Lee;nncmnl tenets of that religion as being here
'aseri to Cyrus, assumed that the more ancient re-
ligion before Zerdusht—known to the Greeks as Zo-
roaster—was the same 1n its pninciples with that which

he established on a more regular basis. It has mow
buen proved, however, by Heeren and others, from the
internal evidence of the Zendavesta itself, that Zo-
roaster lived before the time of Cyrus—probably in the
time of the Median empire, if not in that of the Assy-
rians ; and there is strong reason o hope that the pro-
gress in deciphering the Assyrian and Persian inscrip-
tions will ere long, pat this matter beyond all doubt.—

the conviction n his mind that the Jehovah, in whose | L Kiltos Bible Rlustrations.

name they were uttered, was, and could be no other:
than the “God of heaven” What is the precise

amount of the conviction thus effected, which is of ne-

cessity involved in this acknowledgement, we shal

endeavor to show, It might for a moment be con-
ceived, that, after the fashion of the heathen, when

their attention was at any time seriously drawn to the

claims of Jehovah, Cyrus supposed that he recognized

in Him, under anuther name, the ssme supreme God

to whom he had been used to render worship. Bat we |
shall see that this belief is incompatible with his de-

claration, when interpreted by the circumstance which ‘
surround it.

That this “ Jehovah, the God of heaven,” and not
his own Ormuzd, “had given him all the kingdoms of'!
the earth,” he could only have known from Isaiah’s
prophecy, which dechre({ the intention to give them to
nim, so long before he saw the t.
believed anything at all of the
believe this—that he owed all
ness to his being the predstinated and prenominate d |

nt ofJebovl:g; and that it was He, and no other, |
who had made the nations “ as dust to his sword, and |
as driven stubble to his bow.”

It was aleo only through Isaiah’s prophecy that he |
could have realized the conviction that * Jehovah, God |
of Israel,” had as he says, “ charged me to build Him
a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.” For no-
where else is this command given: and nothing-but |
the convincing evidence of this command being con- |
taived in an old prophecy, which, in so many other !
circomstances, unmistakably indicates him and no
other, could have invested tins command,to hus thought-
ful and sagacious wind, with an authority ang power |
not to be gainsaid. The iutensity of his convietion |
is, however, macifested by the alacrity and fulvess |
with which he discharged the high duty imposed upon
him. This gives a marked intensity to the “me.”
“He hath charged we.” “ Me,” and o other ; it was
not a duty imperative on any king of Persia, buton h'm
personally and individually. ‘

If we want farther proof of the degree of conviction |
respecting “Jehovah, God of heaven,” which the exam- 3
ination of these prophecies wronght upon the mind of |
Cyrus, we need not go farther than the next verse of |
this famous decree, which renders still more precise |
his recognition of the God of whom he spoke :—“Who
is there you of all lus people ? his God be with |
him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Ja- j
dah, and build the house of Jemovan, God of Israel |
Hx 1s Tae Goo), which is in Jerusalem.” Ezra i. 3./
i*lerc the Jehovah, to whom universal and supreme do- |
minion had been ascribed by the title of “ God of hea- ;
ven,” is more precisely defined as the One who was |

nerally known as the “ God of Ismel,” whose pecu-
F:r people were the Jews, and whose “house was at ‘
Jerusalem.” Let) this be well| understood. Among |
the ancient nations, every one of which had its pecu- |
har god, many knew that Jehovah was the God of Is-
rael, and were not indisposed to regard Him as sach.
They would admit that He was as much the God of |
the Hebrews as the gods they severally worshipped
were their own ; and they knew and admitted, that He |
had often done marvellously for the deliverance of his '
pevple. There are many indications in the Scriptares ;
of this persuasiou regarding Jehovah among the na- ,
tions who had opportunity of being acquainted with |
the Jews. What they disputed and resisted was, that |
He was any more than the God of the Hebrews. HHis |
claim to universal and supreme ni to be the
Creator of heaven and eu'thl —!ndbet:nhmerely to one
among maly gods, not only to chief and highest
ofth:g ybnttobotheonly and sole God, bzh:'ade'
whom there is none else; this they disputed. This
they indeed scouted as a most arrogant and unreason-
able pretension made by the Jews on the behalf of the
God they served. This cannot be too distinctly
borne 1n mind ; for it is a fact which gives its colonng |
to the whole history of the Jews, and influenced all |
their relations with the ancient heathen.

But this which they so stoutly resisted, Cyrus frank-
ly and fully ademts. He multiplies phrases in which
te express the intensity of his conviction. It might

Indeed, if he
¥, he could not
glory and his great- |

i

*Qua est versus ille ac solus Deus.
Poli Sylloptl's.

NW“MM;V
Farmer Burrit and his Library.
Farmer Burrit wes.a plain, honest Pennsviva-
nia husbandman, who had been brought up very
much-as his father and grandfather had been be-
tore him—that is, with just enough knowledge to
make him a respectable tiller of the soil. For

Vatabalus in

| several winters, when farm work was slack, he

had beeu sent to a country school, ard having
some aptitude, he learged to read and write toler-
ably well, and to east up simple accounts. There
his literary education ended, and henceforta his
energies were devoted to that kind of labour which
is S0 mecessary to make a practical farmer. On
the death of s thnfty father he entered into ihe
possession of a large and good farm, and in due
time married. At the time to which we now re-
fer he had six children all young, who had come
into the world alternately, boys and girly, and
their father never dreamed of their being brought
¢p in any other way .than he and his ancestors
bad been. Each one was destined te, receive a lit-
tle schooling, and to do a good deal of work. sait-
ed to their respective ages. As is unhappily the
case with two many farm-houses, there was bat a
dim light in that dwelling. There was no thought
of culuvating the higher faculties of its inmates. —
They were to go through the dull plodding life of
those who had preceded them ; and although  the
farmer had a good family Bible and Psalm-book,
his library counsisted of some few ragged element.
ary school books, with the necessary annual al.
manae. It was io this state of affairs thaf an in

telligeat ceighbor, who had turned his attention
from a city business © farming, with the view of
recruiting his health, became acquainted with Mr.
Burrit, and deeply interested in his family. The
confidence he inspired, and the kindly feelings he
maoifested, made nim a welcome visitor, and
gave him no small influence. In the course of
many conversations he threw out occasional hints
about the proper traifiing of children and the ad-
vantages resulling from cultivating their mental
faculties and moral powers. Although he found
farmer Burrit and his wife rather dull scholars,
who with difficulty could look beyond the narrow

sphere in which they themselves had been educa-

ted, he was nevertheless encouraged to give them

line upon line, and precept upon precept. * Tak-

g advantage of what he supposed a favorable

opportunity, he engaged one day in the followiang
conversation with the farmer :

“ Neighbor Barrit, | was thinking to-day that
vou were one of our most substantial and thriviag
farmers.”

“Thank you; | am pretty well to do in the
world, but it is because | work my way. | have
no idle folks about me.”

“ True, friend Burrit ; and it is commendable in
you ; but yvou will excuse me if | say | have felt
some surprise that you have not all the imple-
ments which a good farmer should have.”

“Hava't | though?> | guess if you will look
about, you'll find | have all | need.”

“ Well, I have been lovking about, and I have
oot fovnd a half dozen good books in your house.”

“O! that's it; and what do | want with books ?
What's the use of them ? | guess they can’t teach |
me farming. Your book farmers ain’t worth mueh |

i your purchase, | will refund the tiﬁy" dBllars and | The Romsh charch,

, sown, was there any prospect of a harvest? N

: , s 3 !
—always trying something ncw, and coming out | strong hand grasped theirs, accompanied by hearty

"

with short crops.

“Ah! but, friend Burrit, books teach many good; Next day the city friend smilingly inquired of
and vseful things besides farming ; and 1o tell you | farmer Burrit why he had not called on hum f

the truth, I really think they might be very useful | the fifty dollars with interest in full.
to your children, whom [ know you love, and | in his eye, ant
would like to see a littie more intelligent than their | plied *“ Look
neighbors,

congrathlations.

for
With a tear
| a strong grasp of the band, he re.
at these sons, look at these beloved
Now, if you would only spend fifty | daughters, look at the old couple,look at my pros-

dollars n good books, I will make “such a selec- perows business, look in upon our minds and chang-

tion as | am sure will be instructive to vour chil- ' ed hearts and you will get your answer.”

dren.”

NN NN SN
** Whew! fifty dollars laid out in books! Why Religious Condition of Spain.
you must be joking !

- : Fatal influence of Popery.— Testimony of a Tra-
“ No, | am not ; | never was more serious in y e .
my life. My only metive for suggesting it is the ;
y_ a 1 flyl ' y " 0} l .‘ gs 1 %l - :m%‘ [f there is a nation in the world which should detest
interest | feel in your family ; and I will promis . Popery, it is Spain; for nowhere has this false and in.
you that if at the end of six years you repent of |, o1e ont religion produced more deplorable effects.

aided by the Inquisition and the
tull interest for the whole time.” monastic orders, has impoverished, enervated, depopu-

Farmer Burrit looked puzzled. He respected |lated and debased Spain. Ths country formerly pos-
his neighbor ; he knew him to be a good friend, | %essed a noble, generous population. The various
and although he thought the suggestion a foolish | ™8 which composed it, possessed naturally fine

| qualities. Moreover, the Iberian Penmsula has not
one, yet he was touched at the k"?fj iierest ex- only large tracts of surpassingly fertile soil, but rich
pressed ia his children. After a silence of some | mines ot?evvrv kind ; and with its numerous fine ports
minutes, as if he knew not what to say, he replied, | both on the Ocean and the Mediterranean, it mght
“Well, well, I will thiok of it.” A day or two | carry on an extensive commerce with all parts of the
afterward the same friend visited the farmer. and | earth. _ There was a time, too, when Spain possessed
before he had time to return to the couversation, "\""MW‘! tl;):;l-ill:')n.thC:\T;;Luphefl g;l;l"“bl‘;’ gave he‘;

. T America. Charles the P ! . an

the farmer smd: “I have been thinking of what )'i)'n ool o:'(‘rernmnv. v Netnérmds\ thlgkin‘:;;'::eof
said, and out of respectto you, here are the fifty Naples, Sicily, &c. What magnificent means of
Gollars for the books ; it"s a foolish affair, and | power and prosperity for the people of Spain'
woulda’t like to have it get abroad; but,” added|” Ah well! all these advantages of race, position, fer-
hey laughing, “Pll hold you to the promise of pay

- tility, commerce, and political supremacy, have been
ing principal and interest at the end of six years, | miserably lost. Why? Because Popery, like an in-
| can’t lose much by the investment.”

satiable vampire, has from generation to generation
His friend took the money with great pleasure exhausted the material and moral resources of Spain.

: * | It has driven from this country, by its atrocious perse-
and he saw that a new light was about to dawn on |

Farmer Burrit's household.
chased.

The books were pur- corrupted the intelligence of the nation by keeping 1t
Besides some good religious books, in- | in systematic ignorance : it has discouraged agricul-
(rfudmg several biog(aph“-g‘ he had selected a turr" and commeree by impolitic restrictions on the in-
choice volume or two on agriculture and garden-  terchange of products between Spain and other coun-
ing, several on general history and aatural history | '8 ; ~ has ";""“‘““eg 'h:’ -~y and the wealth
a few good books of travels, and various other :::0::;‘; : lcvl'll‘;:;:.?nnlr':- ts;;a“u;n:il‘;"; otP;;:peri)n;;:s b::g
books, some to entertain, and others to awaken| the nn.rn«‘rcn':n enemy of the Sﬁnﬁxar.ls.—;\ fatal ge-
thought. In due time they were properly dispesed | njus, constantly plunging them.into shawe and misery.
in a hittle case, and the kind fgiend already fami- | And at the present day, alas! Spun, once so heroic,
liar with the children, now carefully showed them | is almost efficed from the list of nations' Poor, dis-
how books were to be used, enticed them to read. turbed, unhappy, one day in fary breaking its chams,
and even made themy promise to spend morve of ::)‘t;”‘lllf;‘gr;’glcpk;:ﬁ bf;]:;d:t:a;h;eﬁ:‘:"dy\'zuggg:
® o a B A y o — y

their leisure time in hndmg out what the bgoks ery has been the greatest and most terrible curse for
contained.  After some difficulty he got things in- this country !

to a right train ; both boys and girls began to be

interested.

v B * i substitute for the Romish church, the principles and
We pass over two years. The seed had been doctrines of the Reformation, They feel that the poli-
: A tica) and moral reformation of their country is umpos-
one can pass Mr. Burrit’s farm without perceiv '0g | sible, so long as the clergy rule their education and
some improvement. The external aspect of the | destinins. The members of the middle classes espe-
old homestead has a more cheerful and comforta- ! cially, and those who practice the liberal professions,
ble appearance. [Instead of the straggling and un-,| feel a great disgust for ail which belongs to the Papal
sightly objeets which used to be seen around the ! communion. ‘h‘Py des’.?lse the priests, abum‘lun the
S otonuthiag has a tidy look. The grass is | Practice of worship, repel the monks, and appland all

— e . = | measures opposed to the clerical deminion: out it is
growing, the flowering shrubbery creeps up the to be regretted that they then too generally fall into
walls and adorns the pathway, the vegetable gar- : -

\F=1the excesses of infidelity, and cxchange the maxims
den is in better taste, the ornamental accompames | of the Inquisition for those of Voltaire. The prospects

the useful, and gives evidence that the youagsters | now, however, are better than they have been; and
of the family have been study ing the books on |the most intelligent Spaniards, after remaining for a

gardening. A glance inside shows a better-regu- short time 1n skepticisu, it is hoped will be constrain-

l‘ red f; "l L ]‘ qore obedieat and well-dressed ed to acknowledge that a positive religion 1s as neces-
e LN e & e ! dA “l | sary to nations as to individuals.

children. . Farmer Burrit acknowle g°s tat! A minister of the Gospel, who has recently visited

Thomas, his oldest boy, has got something out of

Spain in order to know whether copies of the Bible
his books whic h have saved labor, and improved | may be freely introduced there, has published ms im-
his erops.

pressions of his travels; and the details which he
: £~ : ment isstil] | V8 upon this subject are” encouraging. “I have,”
Oiher ve: : ! . : . 5 , ,
)h'.f ."t:'”" P\‘l“'g"d the lhm;)rOV;"al)e|li 15‘:«::” said he, “visited Malaga, Grenada, Madrid, Seville,
more visible. Mr. Burrit, rather ashamed of his and Cadiz. Everywhere } wa; kindly re-
deficiencies, has been reading, and, marvelous to

. _ ceived, and found not only a general desire to possess
tell, has spent an additional fifty dollars in books. | the holy Seriptures, but also great facilities for dis-
His coaversation has become more intelligent. He tributing them, At Malaga, | saw

knows something besides farming, and his whole "“"'l ;)'"‘"'d traly m‘-‘””“"‘;’;lbl" things concerning the

L , ] >, - "

manner has undergone a favorable change. The | !0babitants in respect to Popery :—I there heard cur

-~ N gl ses uttered against the priasts, in the streets and pab-
religious books have accomplished their mission. lic places

Ro?hgiox‘l dwells in that household, and has its altar greatest indifference to Roman Catholicism.
there. JT%ere can be no complaint that books have

drid, as far as I could judge

rendered the children idle, for they have been a ! more inflaence than in the majority of the small pro-
r - g . . P wervt) - v

new stimulus te idustry. The farm prospers more | vincial cities. Everything respecting the religious

than ever,and the farmer has abandoned his pre. ©difices, as well as the position and action of the cler-
. : - - . v, e object of truly : 5 > b

judices azainst the various improvements in agri- &5 the P of truly astomshing indifference

T S l di b 84 . da) ‘ [ doubt whether such a spectacle exists else-

™~ r i > g £ - .

cultural implemeats, and has obtained a g 18| where in Burope : that is to say: a vast city, Roman

sight into the advantages of agricultural chemistry. 4

’ Catholic in name, but whose inhabitants generally
Mis. Barrrit has becom proud of her girls and | have no respect for the religious ceremonies of the
boys : and well she may be, for there are none chrreh, the authority of the clergy, or the pretensions

like them in the neighborhood—so sensible, so re. | of the Pope. I have often heard them pronounce the
fined in manners, so attentive to their duties, so ePithet Romish, in a bitter and scornful tone.
anxious to excel.

At Ma-

One is
more and more convinced that the country will have

neither liberty nor tranquility until 1ts union with Rome
s broken. | have been deeply impressed with the
expressions used by the members of the enlightened
cruited his health, that he had returned to hiscity | classes, in a.-~-akm,‘;ul‘:h~: mor ilf_\' and rr’hgmn of the
but he never lost sight of the Burrits. Some x}:x?xol).. T'hey h‘ave the sad sentiment of their entire
twelve or fourteen years after the time when oyr “®St/tUlion 1a this respect. They groan under the
: . : moral misery and religious degradation into which
little narrative begins, he spent a week or t wo with Spain is plunged.—Cor. N ¥, Observe?. -
his old friends. How did he find things then> ° iy .
Changed, most agreeably changed. James, the
third son, was obuaining a good practice as the best
: PR 18 - . & » ol 4
phy su.uu'nl in the neighbo lm‘:{i [‘homz{sf the .'* \d- church. There are trusts of different kinds com-
est, was the fasmer, and looked up 10 ae ‘”,] HEE | mitted to ue, and in reference to them all, a strict
i all agricultural matters, and had exertec a hap- | oocount must be rendered at the last day. One of
py influence in raising the character of all the far- these trusts is money. The gold or the silver, be it
mers around him ; and Robemt the second son— | much or be it little, is the bestowment of God, and
what was he ? It isthe Sabbath ; many vehicles | he requires us to use it in such ways as he approves.
are on the road that leads o the stone church ;' In four ways & man must spend his money :—
the house becomes crowded. In the front sits an .]" For the support of himself and fa'!"l:"'
anxious family—it is the Burrits; the cause is - .}l:r“:‘gh""" the poor,—the legaay of the Lord to
soon apparent—Robertis to preach for the rirsz. - i w the support of the zospel in the congrega-
time in the old church, and in the presence of tion where he and his family worship.
many a one who knew him whena litttle boy.

Although with some signs of timidity he commenc- | dience to the command of Christ, the Head of the
ed the service, before he had closed there was | church.

n.any a moist eye in that assembly. He had spok- | ne ur
i xarnest, affectionate. ; res. | Sible, and, willing or unwilling, we shall have to
..‘n' to them‘ in an (a;x)o:;‘: dn(e: 101 x:o ."'tm'!'un_p e%ﬂ. answer. There will be a twofold questioning, de-
Sl\f" manner—one o : t !)“'"li\l.l]:_, -\')Unh ' m IIDR a t'()fold resaponse. \\e .hall ha'c to
ministers of the day. Elder Burrit, for he was |answer a8 to our spendiag, “* Have you or have you

so officially designated. and his kind-hearted wife, | Dot spent your money as God demands of you in
were almost overcome with emotion,

«We should meation that the kind friend who had
been the cause of this improvement, had so far re-

Systematic Benevolence.
Systematic benevolence is a sign of health in the

cutions, a multitede of industrious citizens; it has |

Some Spaniards, I rejoice to #ay, begin to discover |
this. Bat they do not yet see clearly that they must l

y Popery does not possess |

tehilling midnight of sin. into the more

 lost sight of him, no one

t. To send the gospel to every creature, in obe- | wretehed comviet.

In every one of these four ways we are respon- .

:

a8 many a'regard to these four partienlars?™ and wé must |

also answer as te our squanderings, - Have you
misspent in any of these four particulars, the money
which I entrusted to you?” " Start not, reader, at
the bare thought of squandering in reference to the
g'vur. your church, and the spread of the gespel
ou may misspend in these last particulars, as well
a3 n your personal and family outlays. You
squander on the poor, when your gifts injudiciously
bestowed confirm and aggravate the pauperism of
your neighborhood or eity, degrading the recipients,
aud taking from them that stimulus to labour and
self-support, of which, whenever the r are
deprived, the ruin of body and soul is hastened.
You squander on your church when vast sums are
expended in the erecting of costly and gorgeously
adorned houses of worship, and t too when you
are living in the midst of so dense a population, for
whom the supply of churches is so inadequate, that
| if the Spirit of God where to awaken among them a
| general desire to visit his courts upon the mext
 Sabbath an immense proportion of that populace
'could not find even a place to stand within the courts
of the Lord. You squander on your church when
your exﬁenses of one kind and another are so ex-
cessive that the rent of your pews has to be
(at 0 high a rate, that persons who might oth&-
wise go to church absent themselves. And vou
squander, also, in regard to the gemeral exten-
sion of the kingdom of Ckrist, if you waste mouney
in wild, impracticable schemes, to the neglect of
those plain and divinely-appointed ways of doing
good, which need so much and get so little.
. Now. as to the amount which we are to give, the
couscience of every ome must decide for himself;
and this decision must be made by each as in the
sight of God. and as every one must give account.
The reader is not to decide for us how much we
must give, nor are we to decide for the reader; but
God must decide for us both ; and vhat he would
have done will be made known to all whe seek to
know it by prayer and in faith.

But this must be said: the right discharge of the
stewardship of money requires system. We are not
to defer the formation of resolutions to give, until
such times as the hand of need is stretched out to-
wards us, or the voice of the agent is ringing in our
ears. Nor must the amount which we give::send
jupon the urgeney of the applicant, or the or

coldness of the agent, or the publicity which may
or may not attend our donations. Everywhere, at
‘all times, and about every thing God is lmkmg
to us, and blessed are they who always r his
| voice. He tells us how much weare to give of that
| which he has entrusted to us, and also how it is to
| be apportioned. He tells us when to give and when
[to withhold, when to say yes and when to 8ay mo.
'And a good man will hieed his voice, will settle
| upon the firm basis of principle what is to be done,
jand then if the hand of the truly needy, or the
voice of the agent pleading for a good cause, should
| anticipate him, he will rejoice, and give as his con-
| science tells him is right. But if the han?® or the
’ v}uice delay to come, then he will go forth and seek
them.
| If the benevolence of the church were thus
| Systematised, it would be freed from many distres-
{sing embarrassments, and would also become a
| much more efficient agent of good to the world.
Let system pervade the whole church in regard to
this matter. Let all the church, ministers and
| people, rich and poor, old and young, acknowledge
{and act on the principle that it is a duty and a
{ privilege to give in the four ways indicated above.
| Then should we have enlightened, discriminating
| goodness, not derndinz upon ousward pressure, and,
{above all, not depending upon the pressure which
| the world may be using upon the church, forcing it
'to duty. No fear but that the treasury of the Lord
| would then be well supplied. Ins of our Mis-
| sionary Committees having to tell us of a deficicncy

{of £5000, and our Committee of Bducation of a

deficiency of £3000; instead of the Committee on
| Church-FExtension having to press us, week after
week, with so many arguments to arouse us to duty,
we should need but a plain, unvarnished story of
the want, and the next week our good brethren of
these committees would be erying, * Hold, it is
enough.” That ery was heard once (Exodus xxxvi.
Oh! that it might be heard in our day !

o, B.)

| What a token of health i1t would be !'—Christian
| Treasury.

In the city of Grenada | witnessed the |

R N

The Lost Star.

Not many yearsago, the world was started by
the agnnouncement that a star which had shone
with brilliancy upon this earth, ever since its
creation, had suddenly disappeared from the
heavens, and that the place which it onee lit up so

| beautifully was now dark and veid. Philosophers

could not account for this, unlese it hag been
suddenly destroyed. or it had broken from its moor-
ings, and the power that once held it in its place
Lad now ceased to have any influence over it, and
it had wandered away from its sphere, a lost star,
traversing the wide unknown. and at last sinking
in chaos and darkness ‘or ever. . . .

Not many years ago, there appeared before the
world a young man, an advoecate of the truth, a
preacher of the everlasting gospel.—He was not

nly popular, but saccessful in turning many to

righteousness. As an evangelist he travelled
through many parts of the country, and hundreds
were added to the church through his efforts.

His frends beheld him with pride, and prayed
that he might rise still higher, and be a still greater
blessing to this perishing world. The young whom
he had beea instrumental in converting and turn-
ing from the error of their ways looked up to him
as a guide, as the star which had, under the blessing
of God, been the means of leading them from the
gjorious
light of the Som of God. But their anticipations
were vain. The star disappeared. The young man
fell. He forgot that he was a mortal. The church
had looked oo him as wearly perfeet, little thinking
that Ae might fall. The church and the world soon

fncw whither the lost star
y « « « - Years rolled away.
There. in the corner of that prison cell, liesa
The cholera is raging around
him, and one dies. and is silently borne out to burial ;
then another, and another, until by scores he
sees his fellow-prisoners borne from their confine-
ment to their graves. The fatal disease bas seized

had wandered.

| him too, and he feels the icy fingers of death grasp

for his heart-strings. There is written on his brow
an expression of unwonted agony : he raises his eyes
and strives for utterance. “ What do you wish,
Hamilton 7" an attendant asked. A new comvul-
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