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Interesting Letter from South
Africa.

We make the following extract from a deeply inte-
resting letter from th~ Rev. Robert Moffat, the distin-
guished Missionary frow the London Missionary Soi-
ety to South Africa. It appears from the whcle Jetter
(which only comprises a part of the cerrespondence
tha Dr. Mofiat visited the interior, in order to aid Dr.
Livicgstoze, the Scotiish Missionary, who was on an
oxploring tour. The following extract relates to an
interview with an African Chief, with whom he had
formed an acquaintance about twenty years before :—

* ¢ Afiergcrossing the Shashe and other ri-
vers, we entercd a perfect labyrinth of hills and
mountains, without seeing the footstep of a human
bemmg. We at last found traces of cultivation and
soon after some individuals of the Bamaonguato
tribe, but who were subjects of Moselekaise. —
These, after getting over their terror (for they had
first to be caught) conducted us a little farther,
when an officer of Mosclekatse was sent for. He
received us most graciously, professing the utmost
joy at the prospect of his master seeing me again ;
but still he doubted whether I' were the vermable
Moffat, or, as they pronounce it, Moshete.

| pass over a vanety of incideats, and some hin-
drances, during whick [ underwent something like
a continental scrutiny. [t was at the peril of their
lives that they permitted a stranger 1o pass, which
made them terribly afraid lest they should sllow
a counterfeit Moffat to approach the person of their
sovereign. When we at last reached Matlokotloko,
we found him sick, and with difficulty brought 1o
the porch leading 10 his residence. | saw his con-
dition, and, while with one hand he eagerly grasp-
ed mioe, he appeared deeply affected, snd drew
his mantle over his face with the other ; | suppose
unwilling that his vassals, who sat in silence at a
distance, should see the hero of a hundred battles
weep, even though it were for joy. After becom-
ing composed, he gave full expression to the joy
he felt on seeing me once more. Pointing to his
feet, he said, he said, “ | am very sick, but your
God has sent you to heal me.” Though we had
passed several of his towns, and hed beea two
weeks conversant with his people, no one dared to
whisper, *“ Moselekatse is sick.” The fact was
too sacred 1o be prondunced by wulgar lips.
Though he had not been out of his house for some
time before, he sat the live-long day (for it was
yet early when we arrived) looking at us getting
everything rcady for the Sabbath. And a sojourn
was indeed most acceptable, after a most harass-
ing month’s journey from the Bam:mg-x‘nu. during
which we were very often obliged 10 use our axes

from the ume of 'm_\.-okmg till halting for the night,

cutting our way through thickets. As Moselekatse
very naturally felt anxious to be restored to health
I engaged to prepare for him suitable medicine,
provided he would, like myself, drink no beer, and
cat only the kind of food | prescribed. To this he
most willingly assented. ‘The means used were,
by God's blessing, successful, and in a couple of
weeks he was on his feet again, to his great joy
and that of his peuvple. There | reme ined for more
than four wecks, baving daily intercourse with the
great chief, whose kindness was unbounded. But
he would not listen to my plan of going to Sckele-
tue's country in search of Livingston. He started
objections, and raised every bugbear he could
think of. Though he had been at war with Sebe-
toane, the father of Skeletue, he had no idea that
they would do me harm, but the deadly miasma
of the country beyond he thought a sufficicnt rea-
son for my not atiempting the journey, though |
assured him that nething of that kind should deter
me from undertaking it.

During the time already elapsed, al hough | was
not idle, | could not prevail on Moselekasse to al-
low me 10 proclaim 1o him and his people the truths
of the Gospel. As he could refuse me nothing
that 1 thought proper to ask, he would give evasive
answers, and endeavored to assure me that he be-
lieved the word of God was good for him ; but at
the same time binting that his nobles and warriors
might not hike it, from the priociples of peace it
nculcated. But | was aware that they were really
desirous of heanag those doctrioes,'vhich lbc_;'
knew had had a salutary influcnce on the mind of
their master ever since my last visit, more than 20
years ago. Though at that time | was only able
o reach his understanding, my strong remon-
strances with him 10 modify the severity of his go-
vernment had produced so thorough a change in
his views, that the cruel and revolting forms of ex-
ccution were nearly obsolete, while a sense of the
value of bumax life, and the gt of shedding hu-
man blood, characterisad his measures to an extent

his subjects had never before

was a God greater than Moselekatse would be
viewed as the veriest maduoess and expose any one
to the danger of being hung. His people, though
nearly all youths and children when [ last visited
him, knew that their voke had been made lighter
n consequence of some influence or charm which
I had diflused into the heart of their monarch, and
hence the gemeral joy my visit imparted to all
ranks.

It was difficult %o account for his reluctance t«
allow me 1o preach to his people, except it was from
the impression that the exhibition of the character
of the Divine being, life, death and immortality,
woulc repress the martial spirit of his warriors,
whose highest happiness is 1o fight for, or die for,
Moselckatse, the son of Machobane. His hand,
like that of l, is agmnst every man, and
every man's hand against him ;: and to his soldiers
(and every maun of the Matabele is a soldier. ready

to grasp his weapon at a moment’s notice ) he looks

shmas

for the defence and secunty of his ‘,\‘I\Q\il"lL
It was natural for me to feel me!

as | was, s wanded with mult

ated
tudes of savages

who loved me, and vet | could not

>

ancholy, sit

instruct them.

[ tried at times to look morose, while he would try

in vam to smile. | used to say pleasant-
ly that if he would not hear of mv Lord and Mas-

ter, he should not have me, peither should | receive

ImnaxKke me

the shadow of a present from him

one of these mornmngs shoulder

, but that 1 should
my gun and march
cou | cannot now describe
the process x\\ which ] at last overcame his ot

fl to Skeletue’s country
tions : the incident was unexpected and interesting
He gave full permission for me to preach to him
and his warrors the Gospel of Salvation Daily,
at a minute’s warning, they were assembicd before
me, much nearer him who sat at my left hand,
than they dared to approach on any other occasion.

| Never in my life did | witness such rivetted atten-

ton and astonished couatenances whilst 1. amid
the stillness of the grave, published to them the
great doctrines of tne Word of God. These were
things which never before hod entered their ears :
but the character of God, His works and provi-
dence, redemnption through His Son, death, judg-
ment and eternity, were listened to with mﬂ:lggmg
attention during the remainder of my sojourn.—
Though the people of Moselekatse are composed of
Matabele or Zalus (the original stock’ and of every
tribe, from the Bakone tribes to the South, the Ma-
shona to the North, and Batonga, they are trans-

{formed by the nature of the government under

:

which they live, and exhibit characteristics of in-
telligence and prompt attention, compared to which
| the tribes from which they have bee
| but a shadow.

Numbers were arriving daily at head-quarters,
and returning to the different towns of his vast do-
minions, to bring news, and convey orders and in-
structions, so that what was preached in the pre-
sence of Moselekatse was conveyed to the extreme
ends of his territories ; some who heard it at second
hand, published to others at a distance the strange
news that Moshete had brought to the ears of the
Matabele. The abose services
yond all description, interesting

u laken possess

were 1o me, be-
g. | felt that my
prayers had been answered, and that | had obtain-
ed my heart's desire. After coocluding the first
day 's service, | turned to Moselekatse. and, laving
my hand on his shoulder, said—** You have now
made me happy. | want nothing else that you can
give ; “ How.” he ask

“ can you sigh whea [ and my kingdom are at your
d:\'pns:\l ?  You must preach daily and receive my
present also.” But | omitted 10 state that the per-
mission to preach was only granted on my return
journey trom the North-west. ® o »

I shall sigh no more.”

It was with a desperate effort that [ could get
away from myv friend Moselekatse. He sent an es-
cort to take me beyoad the utmost bovnds of his
country, and to see my wants sufficiently supplied
along the road, and also home to the Kuruman,—
where | arrived among my own people with feel-
e to Him who had guided
and guarded my seven moaths’ wandering amoag
savage beasis and savage men. During that period
| preached the truths of the Gospe! to thousand
who never heard the name of a Saviour before. |
accomplished all that was within my power for Li-
vingston. | gave Moselekatse and his people full
pro;)f(.-t the deep interest | felt in their temporal as
well as spiritual concerns ; and [ returned with my
health greatly improved, no:withstanding the 101l
and anxiety connected with such a ey, * €
| remain, yours ia the Gospel,
Rosert Morrar

ings of lively gratitu

Young Men’s Christian Association
of London.

This meeting was scarcely second in interest to
any which has been held. It took place in the
large and commodions reeading room of the As-
soctation, which was crowded with a breakfast
party at 6 o’clock n the morning. Thge company
overflowed into other rooms.

J. Hitcheock, Esq., a Loadon merchant an ac-
count of whom might well glorify God pre-
sided. The priccipal speaker was the Rev. F.
Close, of Cheltenham, a well-known evangelical
clergyman of the Church of England, distinguish-
ed for his open stand against the Anglo-Roman-
ism which is eating out the vitality of the Estab-
lished Church. Mr. Close expressed himself as.
tonished at the success of the Association, hav;ng
lin mind the falure of many not dissimilar. He

{atinibuted this success to the reverepce for the

Scriptures, and the non-sectarian spirit which ani-
mated the Associations.
“ You have the Scriptures,’ said Mr. Close,

witnessed. They * you have union, you have also a considerable
- . : . :
kncw nothing about the naturc or requirements of | attention 1 secular knowledge ; and you not only

the Divine word ; for, 10 harbor the idee that there ' have these things, but you have them i their due

proportion and i their proper pl You have
not done as some nstitutions have ¢ n differ-
ent parts of the country, put forth just so much re-

make i,)hl!(‘snf“\\ and science de-
n the sigh* of the world, in
age ; but you come boldly forward and
will have nothing at allto say to you
philosophy, and your secular things, unt
first ascertained that we are ®hnstian men, and
are united upon Christian prineiples.” Thus vou
¢ seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness,” you put the Word of God in its riehn place,
you hoist the banner of the Cross, a

hgion as w

cent s !'!'llglnlls

say, “We
“lence and
{ we have

| then vou
;‘,1\_ ¢ These things \‘\l:!li we to have ,].Jne_ :”\.(]
not to have left the other undone.’ | belieye God
honors you, and will hoior you for this reason :
and vou cannot but.succeed so loag as he gives 1o
your managers this simplicity of purpose this

: th n-
tegrity of mind, this determination to hold fast the

Word of God and the (;INUQ'L of vour salvatie n.
and then to add to that those other th ngs which
e as important :

which must be

i their way as the former, but

kept in the right place
Mr. Close prese nted very p:};‘,.v\’:h the dea of

Consecration, not with ith duties

r"\’!w‘c[ o Sa
and the inner temple of the heart, but generally.
and with respect to the business of life :
“ You go Into vour counting-houses or ware-
houses in the morning, surrounded by manv men
of different ways of thinking, ungod!: 3
of them, and, perhaps, looking rather
ter a mght’s amuscment.

men
‘¢ seeky” af-
What are vou to do ?

some

Are you to pull a long face, and look very for.
bidding and serious Ur are you to assume an

important air, as much as tosay, * Ah, [ am not
us other acnare ; | am not Iike you ™ No;
you are to throw $ourself into the business of life;

that is, [ would humbly suggest, the

consecration; to throw your whole bo
into the business of life.

first act of
ly and soul
He, who, when he is at
his business, is thinking about his religion, his re-
ligious duties, and his religious societies, is as
much doing wrong as he who is thinking about
his business on the Lord’s day, or when he is en-
gaged in his spwritual duties ; we are notto be
slothful in business but to be diligent.”

The limitation to this devotion to business and
the interes: of employers was stated and illustrated.
The speaker, though not living in a commercial
town, * had been strangely admitted into some of
the secrets of business,”™ and was depressed and
aftaid of God’s judgments being brought down
upon this country by practices in mercantile and
manuiacturing transactions.

“1 knew an instance in which it pleased God
to pour out His Spirit upon the majority of young
men and women i a large house of business, and
so conscientious had they become, that there was
somc danger of a part of the business of the house
standing still. They were continually asked to
do things which they covld not and would not do.
For instance, if they w asked across the
counter, *Is this a fast color >* they were to say
‘ Fast, ma'am, | assure vou.' No doubt, very
fast; it would go immediately. (Laughter.
Well, in that house they were otfiged to engage
two or three worldly young men and women for
the purpose of doing the part of the business which
Christian man and women would not do. My
dear Sir, what an awful thing this reveals! [ de-
termined to mention it here, because, while on

* one hand | would go to the utmeost extremity
a Incouraging a voung man to dedicate
to the interests of his master, at the

himself
same uime l
would say that there are things which you must
not do for any maa living, (applause,) and though
you lese a situation, or half-a-dozen situations, the
most ungodly master will, in his conscience ap-
prove you, sooner or later,and you shall be justifi-
ed before God and man.’

Concluding, Mr. Close quoted his tutor and

friend, the late Rev. Charles Simeon, of Cam-

»

bridge : “ Don’t think (as Mr. Simeon once said
to me) that you are to do all the good there is to

be done in the world ; but seek to accomplish the
particular good for which you are fitted ; and that
18 1o exercise a salutary influence over the youny
men of your own class and situation in life, so as
to prepare them for the reception of the blessings
which you yourself have received.”

The Rev. W. Brock spoke to the young men in

his own ecarnest and direct manuer, with the elo-
quence of common sense deep feeling, which
elevates a style which appears simple and collo-

quial. The opening reference depicts the life and
labors of a pr mineat Londoa minister at this sea-
son

“ 1 wonder whether v
idea of what kind of
this place at six o'clock this

! young men have any
fe we lead. Here was | at
‘ morping. At ten

o'clock I shall be in another place, and have two
or three hours hard work in connection with mis-
sions to the heathen ; at three o’clock | shall be

elsewhere assisting in the examination of young
men for the minisiry, and shall have two or three
hours work there ;: at six o'clock | shall have a

dedication service in a family to which God has
been p/easr { to make an addition in the person lf
a little boy. |[N. B.—This dedic wing brother is a
Bupt‘:t.] And then, to close the day, [ shall have
something to do with about 1 0 reformed thieves.
Now, | don’t think you work harder than that.
(Cheers. )™

Mr. Brock then addressed counsels to any of
the young men who were anxious about their
souls :

“ 1 do not think the operations of this institution
can have failed to produce on the minds of some
of you a deep concern on this subject ; and it is a
question with you, as it was with the gaoler, * What
must | do to be saved 7 If there be but a single
person herc, and that person the youngest of you

all, whose heart is distress d with that solicitude :
| say to you for one thing, don’t trust i that solici-
tude ; do not think because vou are anxous that

therefore you are safe. [ have known multitudes
tumult of spiritual distress
which bas subsided altogether, and there have been
no * fruits meet for repentance,” no evidence of a
change of heart ; so then : if iy of you, by any
sermon last Sunday, or by any kindly adviee from
this Association, are reu!'l_v and trul—v wanting to
know whether you are or are not *a'fe, you mus:
not concluce that you are safe Secause you are
anxious ; vou may have that solicitude and pecish
nfer all. Then | ask you not to trust in any cir-
cumstances here are certainly most propitious, and
| should be a most ungrateful man if [ said a word
that should lower vour estimate of the religious
advantages by which you are surrounded ; but
woe betide you if you ever make those circum-
stances your confidence, if, because vou have th

opportunity of prayer-mee ings and Christain ordi-
nances, yousettle down in your own heart at peace
and think that all is well. The old Jews had as
many privileges as we have—large, rich, and pre-
cious privileges ; and what do we read of them ’
They did not find salvation, because they sought it,
not by faith, but by the works of the law. They
had anxiety, they had a zeal, but not according to
knowledge : and if you have the same it will land
you in no place of safety, and you will still be the
enemy of God.”

He spoke of a young man who was with him
he previous evening who was waiting for some
strong overwhelming impression on his heart that
he was a child of God.” This Mr. Brock charac-
terized as ‘ a delusion of the devil if ever there
was one.”

The Rev. W. Gill, of Raratonga, who was pre-
sent, with a young native, ezpressed the special
pleasure he had it such a mee.ing after sixteen
years of comparative isolation in the South seas;
remembering, tco, that the Chairman had relatives
ergaged in the missionary work.

This large and pleasant breakfast party broke
up at half-past eight.—Cor. to N. Y. Indpt,

f people in a perfect

Story of an Italian Boy.
There was for some time a nice schoo! in Lon
don for poor ltalian boys, which was not without
its fruits. | will give you an instance. One Sun-

|day, a boy was led by curiosity to attend public

worship. The words which he heard there struck
him to the quick. God touched his heart, and he
not only gave up the errors of popery, but he
embraced with all his heart the ble truths of
the Gospel.

The Roman Catholics, and, above all, the Jesuits,
did what they could to get him back, At first,
they tried all sorts of promises ; then threats.
Thev sent to Italy for his father and uacle, but in
vain ; the lad was firm, and not to be moved.
They went so far as one night to try to take him
off, but the police prevented this.

After two years’ instruction Costa was sent into
France, to be prepared in a mission house there
for the work of an evangelist. He was quiet there
for a year, when the Jesuits found out his new re-

(treat ; who so well knew how to manage these
| things, that they got an order issued one day for

the youth to be placed in the haads of the police,
in order to be sent to his own country. Not
knowing what to do, Costa was allowed to escape
by the garden, in order to get out of France as
fast as he could, and back to England, the oaly
land of true liberty. ['he poor youth had scarcely
got to Paris when he was arrested ; for the authori-
ties at Moutbeliard had given orders for this pur-
pose to the Police at Paris by means of the elec-
tric telegraph. He was conducted to}ltaly, where
he was thrown iato prison, guarded day and night
by a priest, in order to be forced to recant ; which,
however, was impossible. He was then put into
a convent of Jesuits, where he suffered much. e
contrived to make his escape, and without money
he left Genoa, and travelled on foot through ltaly,
Switzerland, and France, till he reached Calais,
scarcely ever sleeping on a bed, but passing tac
nights in the fields. He arrived safely in London,
content and happy that he could worship God ac-
cordingly to the Holy Scriptures, and at having
escaped from so many dangers.

| wender if young reader would have
that real ve for truth which would lead him.
like the poor ltalian boy, to go through such hard-
ships for the sake of it. Oh, dear reader, ask
yourself what you are ready to su ffer for the sake

of Christ and his Gospel !

every

J. B. Gough’s Farewell Address in
Edinburgh, May 7th.

The subject was the ¢ traffic and the traffickers.
The humour displayed while he spoke of *their
honesty’ was exciting in the extreme—and the
audience overwhelmed him with applause when he
used the lang iage of the moderationists to him
when urging them to total abstinence :—* Go home
with you'! Home !—] am at home. My father
was an Englishman—a soldier—a man in the best
sense of the world. My mother was an English
schoolmistress—a Christian. Aad [ suppoese | am
not to be deemed an alien in my fatherland ! [ am
athome I” W hen charging any of the traffickers in
liquid poison with killing any of her Majesty’s loyal
subjects, they :nvariably denied the charge; neither
he who gave the first glass, nor he or she who pre-
sented the last—the finishing dose,—would admit
of guilt in the matter. Wecould no more counter-
act the ruinous effects of the traffic, than we could
of a fire. The slave is sold by another ; the drunk-
ard sells himself. The slave 18 not respoasible ;
the drunkard is, both to(God and man. Whenis a
man considered drunk ; Not while he can walk

= —
straight or talk sthaight. Oune man is not drunk
with his ten glasses a-day ; another is blind fold
with two glasses. The moderate drinkers are like
barrel organs—they play the same ditty for years,
and are nut out of tune till they break down with
grioding. [t does not say much for the morality of
Auld Reekie, or Modern Athens, as it is sometimes
called, that certain gentlemen connected with this
honourable traffic are looking out for a new site to
ercct—uot a church, but—another distillery ! Ano-
ther distillery! Do the interests of the church of
Christ need the aid of another distillery ? Do the
happiness of families—the welfare of Caledonia—
sheed another distillery ;' We will gain the victory
by the truth. Public sentiment is coming after us.
Driok is no temptation tome—I loathe it. The
grace of God will not prevent a man becoming a
drunkard if he use intoxicants, no more than it
would prevent his bemg inju:ed by using laudanum.
Grace is in the heart. Whisky goes down the
throat, injares the stomach, and disorders the brain,
and turns the lamb into a lion. Eternity will re-
veal the sufferings produced by drink !—A very
considerable number came forward at the close of
the meeting and took the pledge.

‘Out of Christ.’

‘It is an awful thing to die out of Christ;’
this was the remark of a Christian friend on her
dying bed. She had looked into etermity. She
felt the solemnity of appearing before God, of
standing before the great white throne. She felt
the power offreligion herself. She experience its
supports. But she was thinking of others—of
others whom she knew and pitied. And in re.
ference to them she said, ‘ It is an awful thing to
die out of Christ” Yet how many do ? l-fo'
many do so daily ? Friend, if you were to die
now, should you ¢ die in the Lord,’ or should you
‘ die out of Christ? If you are not in Christ,
that is, uniied to his person by faithand love, you
cannot die in him. Union to Christ is of the
greatest importance. It is the chief thing in re-
higion. If we are in Christ, we receive from
Christ, we are representied by Christ, we are en-
utled to all Jesus did and deserved. His blood
atoned for our sin. His righteousness Justifies
our persons. His name perfures our pravers.
His intercession procures for us innumerable and
invaluable blessings. To be in Christ is to be
safe, as Noah was n the ark, or the man-slayer in
the ety of refuge. If we are in Christ, we possess
his spirit, we rely on his merit, we copy his ex-
ample, and we long to be perfectly like him, and
eternally with him. If we are not i Christ, we
are in the flesh; and *they that ar: in the flesh
cannot please God.” If we are not in Christ, we
|are in friendship with the world ; and if any man
|18 the friend of the world, he is the enemy of God.
[f we are not in Christ, we are walking according
to the course of this world, according to the prince
of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh
in the children of disobedience. If we are not in
Christ, we are exposed to the wrath of God, we
‘are influenced by the prince of darkness, we are
under the curse of the righteous law, and our end
will be, to be ¢ punished with everlasting destruc-
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of his power.’— Rev. J. Smith, Cheltenham.

What have you done ?

About fifteen years ago, a Baptist minister, now la-
bouring successfully abroad, was the zealous and la-
| borious secretary of one of our public societies in

England. Considering the whole werld as his parish,
wherever he went in his almost incessant travels, he
found something to do for his great Master. and was
' not unfrequently in the habit of making direct 1nquir-
ies of Christians as to the extent of their personal ex-
ertions for the advancement of the divine glory. He
one day called on an old lady, who had been a mem-
ber of a church of Christ for fifty years, and asked
her it she could recollect how many persons she had
brought into the Christian chuarch. She looked at
him with astonishment, as if she thought he had placed
her in the situation of a nunister of the gospel, and at
length said she did not recollect that she had intro-
duced any one individual into the charch. Could she,
reader, think you, have been a very active or a very
happy Christian ? Yet how many, alas, are just like
her! Now let us look at a contrast. He next called
on a young lady who had been a member of the
church but a very few years, and proposed to her the
same question. With great diffidence and modesty,
she replied that she hoped she had been useful in
bringing many to the knowledge of the truth. She
said that she had at present in her class four chaldren,
two boys, and two girls. One Ssbbath morning she
missed them from school, and on Monday she went in
pursuit of the fugitives. On arriving at their home,
she found that their mother had been ill, and had died
during the past week, which had prevented the chil-
dren from attending the school on the Sabbath dayv.—
She also found their father sitting by the fireside, and
when he found that she was the teacher of his chil-
dren, he rose and thanked her for having imparted to
them the lesson they had brought home and taught to
their dying mother, and which had been the means of
sustaining her mind in her departing moments. The
young lady then said to the father, ‘* How 1s it that I
pever see you in a place of worship?™ To which he
replied, that he was very deaf, and could not hear the
preacher. The fact was, the man's heart was wrong,
so that he did not love the truth, and was therefore un-
willing to hear it. ;

The young lady promused him that if he would
come the following Sabbath, she would ask the iainis-
ter to speak lond, and would place him in a situnation
where he would be sure to hear. He promised to be
there, but failed in keeping his word. On the follow-
ing morning, cur young teacher went in pursuit of her

d scholar. The same excuse would not do. She
told him she had at home a hearing trumpet, which
she would lend him if he would come to hear the gos-
pel. The old man caught at the idea, because he
thought that if he had the trampet, he could hear
other things as well as the gospel ! He adjusted the

| instrument till it exactly fitted his ear; and, blessed
be God, the gospel through it exactly fitted his heart.




