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SY THE REV. ROBERT STEEL. 

The love of souls is a Goditke emotion. kt was | 
this which sent the Redeemer 0 the world. This 
moved so deeply the heart of the Soa of Ged, and 
ed Him, a obedience His Father, to eadure ho- 
miliation and death. It was this which dictated 
such words of welcome 10 anxious smners, such 
wnder and tearful expostulations with the careless, 
such awful rebukes w the wicked as were uttered 
ov Him whe spake as never man had done. It is! 
this love of souls which causes the Holy Ghost 10 - 

hover over our troubled wowld, ootwithstanding rts 

amoag 
cause of this, we select him as the subject of a 
sketch for the improvement of our readers. He | 
was born at Coventry, Coanecticut, on the 28h | 
July, 1791, and after receiving a common educa- | 
toa, became a house-jowner, at which he laboured 
for many years. He marmed in 1813. In 1804 
hus spntuml bie whea, as a burdened sin- 
per, be found rest m Jesus. His distress for sn 
was 30 great “ that he frequently left his work wo 
retire and pray, and as be rode 0 and from 2 

the grove to plead for mercy.’. jt was 
<= : He was a the throes of the 

drink ; an old war a Xe his bread ;" 

controversy was settled. Reader, were you ever, 

Hales Pag believed and lived. He passed 
the strait gate. He confessed his Saviour. Then 
he thus evidenced bis love of souls. “ Wass | 
FIRST OBTAINED A Bors, | recy vtmar | wusr a 
sock Fem sovis. | raves yram arrsm vsam, 
THAT GOD WOULD MAKE NE THE MEANS OF SAVING 
sores.” This is the miniature of the man—the 
epitome of his life. Wood that the same resolu. 
ton were eagraven in the heart of every Chris 
tan! How many intercessors would there be ! 
How many uatineg labourers would there be in 
the Loed's harvest! With what a full bosom 
would each harvest man go home 10 rest ! Thas 
Harlan Page felt, rescived, laboured, and saved 
souls. 

“R345 vie Sepaeeatind i 
For everv sia which 20t preven: 
Stach In bite Shes aad His heart died for it 
As it had deen 2 foul sin of his sewn. 
Heavy hus cross, aad stoat'y did he dear ic, 
Even to the foot of holy C. x 
And if at last he sun densath the weight, Te TC Dv 
Throag'd te the gate to hail their shepherd home. 

He eadeavoared to do good to others ia various 
ways, but the chief were writing letters or speak- 
az 0 wdividuals most solemaly regarding their 
eternal state. His i ge KL 4 

{gs for prayer, 

| votedaness. He lived to win souls. 
.| Bot 10 wam every one n 

thence 

Hy
 

urging an immediate compliance with the terms of 
the gospel ; and as his friend accompanied him 
homewards, such was sometimes the pissure 
upon his heart, that they would seek a retired 
spot, and there, even in the depth f winter, kneel 
and plead with God for the person's salvation.” 
Prayer-mectings were tae delight of his soul. 

He was ever ready 10 join witha few to supplicate 
the throne of grace. Having had occasion to la- 
bour in Jewett City, he speedily established meet- 

He also conversed with each 
person employed a the factory oa the state of their 
souls, instructed classes, visited families, distriba- 
ted tracts, succeeded in forming a church, and se- 
cunag an evangelical pastor, where none had be- 
fore been. What a valuable mechanic, thus work- 
ng for God and the good of souls! © that each 
workshop had even one ! 

Tract distribution was ever with him a favorite 
means of doing good. lnclosing them in letters. 

| he would add a word from his pen, * Accept the 
inciosed from one who earnestly desires your best 
good ; and may [beg the favour that vou will 
read kt with candour, and weigh well the seati- 
ments it contains ;” or thus : “ Will you and your 
companion oblidge me so much as to give the ia- 
closed an ateative purusal before you 20 toggrest 
this night *™ He paid “ eatrance™ 10 the work- 
shop in which he was employed, by giving tracts 
to the workmen. In 1825 he was appointed de- 
pository of the American Tract Society, and re- 
moved to New York. There be laboured during 
the remaining nise years of bis life. as if he were 
in baste to die. Nor were his labours merely offi- 
cial. He dealt with the conscences of the per- 
sons ‘employed ia the tract-houses, mught Sabbath 
schools, visited the degraded, kept prayer-meet- 
lags, wrote spirit-stirring letters with increased de- 

“ He ceased 
3 ight and day with teas ™ 

Let ws mart the results of his labours of love.— 
He was as leaven in the world, and his biessed in. 
fluence spread far and wide. “ Me. Page's coa- 

| versation first led me to thiok seriously of my soul 
{and eternity, sad ome. “ But for the efforts of Myr. 
Page, and a dear Christian fnead of his in Coven- 
try, my soul, toall human view, must have been 
lost.” coafessed 3 T. Of one hundred and twenty-five of his Sabbath-scholars in Coveatry, 
* eighty-four are thought 10 have given evidence 
of prety, and six are preachers of the gospel.” OF) 
viduals in the same place, with whom Be had | 

conversed persosaily or by letter—and he knew of 

by bim—chirty adorned the ry Upwards of one | 
¥ womem were employed in the tract 

and bible houses, and of these about sizly were brought into the kiofdom, besides binders and on 
ters. “Maay sheets of the Word of God and trace | 
he says, “as they have been folded and stitched, 
have been moistened with the tears of the convicted | 
sioner, and the broken-hearted peaitent ; and 

hae out oa errands of mercy to a pe nshing 
world. What a blessed baptism! Would God 
that this paper had the same. la answer prayer 
suggested by him along with fellow-labouress for eighty-eight individuals, ina dustrict of tract distri. 
bution in New York, thirty-four hopeful coaver- 
sions occurred in I1S32. Prayer and effort were 
rewarded. Thirty-fwo teachers were his hire in 
Saboath-schoots, of whom wine sought the ramstry 
He humselfl koew of more than one hundred souls 

were his early resolutions falfilled, and praYers 
answered. 

His death was ‘numphant, on the 234 Sepiem- 
ber, ISL. His ffanly wer: in the faith, his wid- 
ow was provided for through the geaercsity of 
frends. Aad “ he being dead, yet speaketh.” bv 
means of his most interesting and ¢dify.ag mem- 
oir, republished in this country by the Rel; 

ract society , and which we earnestly request all 
Sabb ath-scheol teachers, tract distributors. and 
those who love the salvation of souls, 10 peruse. 
It s a band-book 10 Christan effort. 

Christian reader ! what are you deing for 
souls ? Let Mr. Page counsel you. “| doubt 
not you feel how great is their danger, and long 
for their salvation. Do write to them : it may 
be God will make you the instrument of salva- 
tion to their souls.” Endeavour 10 win some to 
Chnst, make such a subject of pmayer, of ad- 
dress, of a letter. Thea of you £ may be said, 
as the pastor said, “ There comes Mr. Page with 
another lamb.™ “He that wingeth souls is 
wise. 
Rzangz! Aus vor savin’ We cansot close 

such a sketch without an appeal. 
cause for the zeal recounted, what do vou mean 
by impenitence and unbelief: Oh why will ye 
die? We bescech you 10 be reconciled to God 2 

The Patience of Hope. 
BY MISS X. A. 5S. BARBER. 

There is scarcely any thing to the fear of which 
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A faghfal Christian minister bad once a bom be tenderly loved, and whom (God 00k | him. When she was gone, he was happer 

than when she was alive, because he had no lon- 
ger the fear of losing her. 

It is sad to think t the Lord's best blessings 
should be thus some umes lessened. while we pos- 
sess them, by our own anxieties. The remedy, 
if we are Christians, is in cur own hands: “ the 
Lord direct your hearts into the love of Ged, axd 
to fhe patience of Christ.™ The patience of 
Christ is always the patieace of bope ; for no dis. 
ciple of the Lord is called upoa 10 endure any 
thing except for good ; wothing out of which there 
'S Dot some good thing to come, ~ither now or in 
the future. . 
The patience of hope has two sides—the darker 

side of sutfening, and the brighter side of acting. We say brighter, because we doubt whether it 1s 
not generally easier to do than to suffer, as a task 
's easier 0 perform by day than by might. Inthe 
silence, the quiet, the obscunty of suffering, espe- 
cially in httle things, many of the daylight helps 
of doing are wanting. 
The patience of hope is sometimes called the 

paticat abiding in the hope. We remember to 
have read the story of a celebrated miser, who. 
although enormously rich, had never allowed him. 
self during his life the most common and neces. 
sary comforts, but would live about in half-finish- 
ed houses, deaying himself everything, in order 
to hoard up his money. As he grew old, the sin 
long induiged became insanity ; so that the moaey 
which he bad never used, he fancied he did pot 
possess ; all his fortune, he thought, consisted of 
a few silver pieces, which he used to hide for se. cunty in different places ; sometimes he would for. | 
get where he had put them ; then his distress was so great that nothing could console hwm : ia vain 
he was reminded that hundreds and thousands | were lying 1a his name in the bank ; it was all of 
no use, the old miser groaned over his lost haif- 
crowns. tis asad picture, but it is more sad than the Chnstian, who, possessing the hope of an ~‘ernal inheritance, is groaning and fre'tng, and 
cannot be comforted over ‘owes and crosses in the things of this world > and more especially when 
they are in the small things even of this world, 
the little every-day troubles of the man,the woman, 
and the chuld : 
Are these vour temptations to irritability and 

impatieace—ihe little vexations of daily life: © 
stay upon such occasions, and say, “ | am looking 
for my half-crowas I™ 
The patence of hope has also 11s brighter side 

of acting. As every Christian may hope from his 
suffering, however small, some present or future 
good, so every Chnstian may expect the same for 
his work, however humble, if it be only in the 
Lord. 

Ia 2 room open to the mad, in a missionary 
home in the East, wits the wife of a missionary at 
her labours. Her children are at play in the ad- 

nv the East; and there, nearly all the 
day, except whea the cares for her children or her 
family call her away, she may be seen, notwith- 
sanding the mtense, prostrating hear, labouring ' 
earnestly, labouring always. The books and pa- 
pers, with which the table is covered, show that 
her labour is the translation of some English tracts 
nto an Eastern language. It is not that of the 
peoole amoagst whom she dwells. A missionary 
mn Barmah from her early youth, a teacher in the 
Sunday Schools among the litle Burmese chil. 
dren, a teacher in the Bible class amoag the grey- haired women of Burmah, she would have found 
but live comparative difficulty in her task, had it 
been ooly to transfer a message of life into a lan- 
guage so familiar to her. The translation is being 
made into the Peguan, an Asiatic ‘angsage little 
known, and seldom spoken, and hence the difficul- 
ty, hence the study and exertion required. The 
Peguaas are a people who live among the Bar- 
mese, but are entirely distinct from 'hem ig every- 
thing but heathesism. About a hundred Year 
ago they conquered Burmah, but they retained is 
only a short time, and the Burmese reveaged 
themselves by puttiag to death the chief men 
among the Peguans, and oppressing the rest — 
Their language was forbidden to be used : none 
dared to speak it except in reméte places. It be- 
came all the dearer 10 the vanquished people, and 
the missionaries soon found that the most effectual 
way to their hears y ———_ the accents of 
their mother-tongue. y were, therefore, very 
earmest that some among them should learn it, and 
ove of these was Mrs. Judson. So there she 
would sit all day long, in the hot suitry hours, la. 
bouring earnestly for the Lord. The room, as we 
have said, was opea 10 the road ; and often would 
the passer-by stop, and look on with carious in 
tentness at so strange a sight in Eastern lands as 
a lady student. times she would speak to 
them. “ Perhaps,™ thought she, of a man whose 
eyes one moming she saw very intently fied 
upon her, “ perhaps he may be one of God's 
chosen people.” She asked him what he wanted: 
be was looking, he said, 10 see her write. She 
avited him in ; he was Shan ; a man who lived in 
his boat. and had come thither for the purpose of 
trade. She spoke to him of the true God and 
Eternal Life ; he listened, and promised 10 pray. 
It may be she gave him a tract. Thus the jays 
were spent ; many little books, and tracts under 
ber supervision appeared in the Pegran language ; 
anong others was one called “ The Golden 
Balance.” 
Many years gassed away. The missionary’s 

wife was laid in a distant grave—far from her na- | 
uve land, far even from her mission home —but 

! her husband was there still, wiling still to gather | 
| @m a Christian Church from among the surround. | 
ng heathens. One day a mi man, an 
Asatic, presented himself before him, ani re. 

| to be nch—we 

pining veranda ; beside her sits her teacher a na- | 
e 

quested to be baptized. Struck with such a re- quest from a stranger, the m , of course, proceeded to question him. It was evident he came from a distance ; he spoke the language \m- perfectly ; he was not a Jurmese : it appeared upon inquiry that he was a Peguan from the neigh- bourhood of Bangkok, in Sam. * Why,” be said, “ do you wish to be baptized :™ 
* I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ: and | wish 10 eater his religion and obey his commands.” * How do you know that this is one of his com- mands >" 
“1 have read about it in the * Book of Truth." ™ *“ How did you first become acquainted with the religion of Jesus Christ 3» 
“ Before | came to this region, a countryman of mine chanced to mentira a wonderful litle book, which a foreign teacher at Bangkok had given | him ; I got it and read it. 

ped an idol since.” 
* What book was it 2» 
“The * Golden Balance,’ ™ 
The missionary was silent from surprise and emotion. His strange and welcome guest sai be- neath the very roof where she, then long depan- ed, and toed through the sultry 

lation of that very tract into his language, which had carred to him in that distant region the message of salvation. 
We need not say that in due time the man was baptized. What cheered the lady ia her long and 

[ have never worship- 

weaned labours, what rewarded her n the accom- | plishment of them ? Was it not the patience of 

t brought to perfection. A palace is not built in the same time 854 cottage ; and all those actions which have re- fereace 10 immortality must, generally speaking, await immortality for their reward. 
The patience of hope, both in its darkdr and its brighter side, has reference to distant and a futare day ; but there is one respect 

ment. We may strive to be great—we may strive 
may strive 10 be loved—we ma 

strive wisely and well, for many other worldly 
things ; and the things which we strive for may be | lawful and good and yet we may lose all our labour, and the end of life may come, and find we have | , not attained them. 
+n the patience of hope, having respect 
tality, can never fail us. 
reap, if we faint not.” 

“ In due season we shall 

Whether a dream or an imaginative reverie , It 1s pot | 
important to determine, bat methought | stood in a | 
large charch structure, crowded with anxious specta- 
tors, eagerly intent, as it would seem, on some solemn 
procedure which was about to commence. Two per 

long sonages of commanding appearance occupied a raised 
platiorm, one of whom, as [ soon learned, was the re- 
presentative of the World, and the other, with angelic 

the Church. After a breathless silence of some min- 
utes, the latter arose, and addressing the assembled 
congregation, sud, “ Ye who are here congregated 
have sll publicly professed discipleship to my Divine 
Master ; and as he who stands by my side has pat ina ; 
claim to the service and allegrane of some he-e pre- 
sent, | have been commissioned to test hus claim ac- 
cording to the rule of righteousness. All, therefore, 
will prepare for the investigation which is to follow.” 
Each one, 1a his ceder, was then called by name, and 
after close scrutiny, a verdict was pronounced, and 
agreeably to thus the individual took his position on the 
right or left of the platfonn, as belonging to Chnst or 
the world. A specimen only of these examinations 
can be gwen, and yet they may answer for the whole. 

A. B. was called up. Had been a professor for ten years ; and the father of a large family ; did not be- 
ftleve that parental influence should be used to con. 
strain children to read the Bible. learn the Catechism, 
and attend church; children should be permitted to 
exercise their own liberty in such matters: was ac- castomed, however, to require stn~t attention in them to thew worldly duties ; had never established family prayer, becanse it was not convenient, and had known some who where very strict in such matters, while they were no better than they should be : did not 
think he should be questioned as to his attention to se- 
cret prayer, as that was nobody's business but his own: 
his motive for becoming a member of the church was 
becagse he conmdered himself as good a Chnstian as 
any around him. 

“I claim this man,” said the World’s representative; 
and as there was no objection, he was placed on the 
left side. 

C. D. was then called. He had been a professor 
from youth ; was a merchant in fair business ; made it 
2 point to attend church once on the Sabbath, and con- 
sidered it right to rest or take recreation in the after- 
noon ; thoagnt that too much religion anfitted a man 
for worldly occ ; had never been ty of any 
great sin ; he did, indeed, pet bis lotiess the post- 
office on a Sabbath, as they might contain some im. 
portant information ; had sometimes travelled on a 
Sabbath, when the claims of business seemed to re. 
quire ; did not make il a practice to read newspapers 
on that day, but would occasionally to it on the arrival of a foreign mail ; thought himself bcand to attend to 
attend to business strictly, that be might provide for 
his faouly ; would take e in making a a, 

“J claim him,” said the world’s representative, — 
“The clam is admitted ; let him take the left hand.” 
EF. was summoned. Had py yr 4 for forty years; was not sixty years old ; by industry 

and business tact accumulated 1 large fortune : wish. ed to leave his'children in inde ent circumstances: 
deaied that he was prodigal, although his position re- : quired ham to live handsomely and make as mach show a8 hus nch neighbours; did not give much to rebigiou 

days, inthe trans- | 

The more beautiful and valuable the work | of man, the morejslow!y generally is 

mn which it differs | from all earthly hopes, —it admits not of disappoint. 

io immor- | 

countenance, the representative of the great Head of | 

+ 
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| objects, as he did not think he was bound to give the fruit of his labours to others; had not much opinion of missionary and such like societies, and thought foolish to expend so much money upon them ; 

it 
rew ren”. regular.y, and thought that was all that should be required of him. 

unnecessarily even on himself ; had wo famaly to provide for; was chiefly occupied in find. {Ing out mmvestments for his money ; 5 care and econ- omy had struggled fiom a yoor boyhood to a rich man. ‘hood ; never gave any thing in charity, but intended to leave his money for benevolent objects. 
“I claim him,” said the World's representative ; the claim admitted. 
L J. was called. Was the mother of the family ; devoted herseif to her children in introducing them to the best society; had no opinion of puri ical preciseness : indulged her children in al mnocent amusements, such as parties, dancing, operas, and the- atres—could see ro harm in it ; had had her own pleasure in her younger days, and was not averse to occasional participation still ; considered her hope of heaven as good as any of her neighbours. 

| “I claim her,” said the World's representative ; claim admitted. 
K. L. was called forward. Was devoted to literary pursuits ; his life had been without a blemish ; avoided | ime-consuming amusements; hstemed to a sermon with pleasure, when it was logical and eloquent ; be- lieved in the C lan religion i : 

M. N, O. P, Q. R,, and others of the same class, were called forward, when it appeared that 
i men and vomen against whose outward no 
i thing could be alleged; they attended ghureh with considerable punctuality, and were :hrifty in the man- agement of their secular concerns ; but, on close ex- amination, it appeared that their notions of religion 1 , were only superficial, and that they had no conception oh gion which consisted in a holy and daily walk 

These seemed much surprised when they 

The first consists of those who are only occasion- 
‘ally there. If they happen “to feel like it,” if the 
weather be very wviting, if they “ can go just as 
well as not,” why then they are there. But as 
these favourabls circumstances occur only oceca- 
sionally, they are soldom found in the church 
prayer-meeting. They feel little nterest in its 
services ; they do not know its value ; and they 
derive little benefit from it. 
The second class is composed of those who are 

never there. Judging from the number usually 
found at the prayer-meetiog, the class of those 
who are never there must be a very large one. 
The pastor looks in vain for them. His heart is never cheered by their presence and their prayers. 
Their fellow-Christians who are there are sadden- 
ed by the remebrance of so many others whose 
faces are never seen in that praying circle. 
The third class of persons is composed of those who are always at the prayer-meeting. They are 

always there, unless an absolute necessity compel 
their absence. Their pastor soon learns who they 
are. He knows that he can depend upon them. 
Tho very seat which they occupy he knows well, 
He expects to see it filled with their well-known 
persons, just as much as he expects to be in his 
own seat. When those seats are vacant, he knows 
that something has occurred. He misses their 
presence as something almost essential to bis own 
comfort there. These are the pastor’s joy. These 
are these minister's helpers. Many a 
does he breathe on them. With them he holds sweet communion. They bear him in their hearts, 
and he cherishes them as his warmest, truest 
frie nds. 

Where does the pastor look in his hours of deep- 
est anxiety for the prosperity of his work? When 
his own heart is oppressed and sad, and he longs 
to see men converted to God. a 
his anxious gaze for hy and for helpers : Always, always to on circle. [If that dis- 
appoint him not, he on pen. . 

[hey are always at t prayer-meeting are 

and presence whenever it comes. They lose no 
such sweet manifestation as that which Thomas 
lost. 
Happy is that and that church where 

there are many who are always at the prayer- 
(meeting. May such churches be increased a 
| thousandfold '— Evangelist. 


