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The Zouaves in the Crimea.
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he Iatreduciory remari—Formation of the Zowsres battal
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am oot the man 0 yweld 0 his i . o to Whi *> bravely resisted an enemy SiX times its
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“escend 10 his daughter, whuee 200 be now wishes ' Fragee. 3s you know, cox \lziers and th
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pimion of their religion and race. ignorant of Ea-
ropean awvihization rendered famatioal by thir reli

wild beasts, and therefore fit for the obiect he had
The man's name was Mithridates, whose
wife and fillow-servant was called by the idedes.

GS yOou 10 take thus 1nfant, and

e for the safe de-

fwus and military chiefs, they .!.\tc-ilw.‘;l_v the

Chrstians.  Vainly did the generals of the French
army promise to respeet theiwr worship, to protect
their property and secure their persons against
every violence. The Arabs, although defeated re-
peatedly, renewed perseveringly thewr rebellion :
and our soldiers, who were ignorant of the language.
limate and customs of the Mahommedan popula-

n. exhausted their forces in these continual strug-
Zlea
The project was then conceived of training a few
native companies ia the Freneh service. in order ¢o
ppose Arab to Arab. A reyal ordannance issued
ia March 1531, created two battalions { Zowaves,
—in Arabic}Zovaove. The Zouaves are a confe B
rracy of the Kabyles, tribes who live on the summit

the Mount Jurjura ; laborious proud, intrepid
men, who despise the Arabs of the plain, and were
never fentirely subject to the Turks. They are
warlike andgdeve the camp Lif The proposal to
firht unde ¢ French flag flattered their nride
Many of them laid aside their religious preiudic 3
and, being well-paid, well-fed, and respectfulty
treated, they cousented 0 wear arms under the
command of skillful French officers, charged to in-
struct them in our military discipline

It was important, however, to incorporate French
soldiers into these battalions of Arabs. as there was
some reason to fear that otherwise there might be

lesertion or treason upon the battle-field. A num.
ber of tarbulent young men of Paris, >mmonly

called the gamin of Paris, and whom the govern-
ment desired to send away from the capital, were,
therefore, joined to the Kabyles, and adopted the
name of Zouaves. It was a singular mixture.
Calm, reserved, and taciturn Arabs were Joined to
passionate, rash, and precipitate adventarers. It
was feared by some that this amalgamation would
prodace incessant quarrels ; but experience proved
the comtrary. Both Kabyles and Parisians were
brave. They together received the apism wuh pre,
as the soldiers call After suffering together,
sud mingling their blood in daily combats, they
learned to live in harmony, especially since the
laily. uoremitted duties of military life left them
no tme for strife.

[he Zouaves were soon summoned t

~apabiiities

prove their
Stationed for several monthsat e

s amall city the centre of Algeria : sur-
roanded bv hosty rides whe did not allow them a
moment s rest ; deprived often >mmunication
with the rest Freach army, and in need of

>

and the mumtions of war, the Zouwrw

'3 Were

l1zed to create and supply everything expending
uaremiitiag counrage and indastry. Thev did their
laty weil.  They became masons, blacksmiths. and

mechanics.  [he time not thgs employed was spent
iam tary istraction r maxing excursions mto
the sarrounimg wlsins. and Nghting the enemy

Fhis school was rede and sovere bat good. The
/ouaves daily became better disciplined and
stronger. They learned to march rapidly and

through loag distances —to arry e weight
their provisions in th Knapsacks —to maneavre
ully and Sght perseveringly

iheir wniform is peculiar. [t is half oriental
dalf Fremch, combining the advantages of both.
They wear a turban like the Arabs. This head.
iress is very useful in a warm climat They wear
large pantaloons and loose vests, which do not im-
pede respiration or free motion, and protect the

$Hider azammst t! siiden changes of te nperatun

saill

L 1S casy to add more clothing to their
linary attir

During the first siege of Constantine they per
formed prodigies of valor. They dragged to the
top of tae neighbourings hills immense pieces of ar-
tillery. which the horses were unable to raise out of
] mad. The day of the attack, they had the
r of marching at the head of the first column
Ihe Zounave battalions were decimated in this
bleody attack ; maay of their officers fell dead upon
the breach ; others were wounded by the sabres of
the Arabs or mutilated by the explosion of the
mines ; but they did not yield and the French
flag was planted upon the walls of the city

Aboat the year 1539, however. alarming symp-
toms appeared amongz the native Zouaves. The fa-
mous Abd-ei-Kader assumed to be a prophet sent
from God, and appealed to their religious antipa-
thies. He proclaimed the Aoly wor, branding all
Arabs as infidels, who would not come to fight the
cause of Islamism. Spies were sent among the
Louaves ; and, notwithstanding the vigzilance of the
French officers, many Kabyles attended these pas-
sionate conventicles: Fimally the storm burst forth.
A part of the Zouaves, even some of the most an-
stent, deserted, in order to obey what they consid-
ered a sacred duty, Snd carried to the encmy's
ranks the skill, discipline and military talents
which taey had acquired under the French banner.

This was a grave crises. [t became iecessary to
transform and renew the whole bodv of the Zouavcs.
[be proportional number of French was sensiblv
wcreased. In the beginning there were but twelve
French soldiers beside the officers, in each OMPAn §

NI U
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i
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There were afterwards twenty, thirty, fifty, or more
sad they gradaally became th ™maj The na-
ltves continued to farnish them only a few recrnits.

Ihe commanders of the Zouaves were chosen from
smong the bravest and most experienced officers cf
the Freach army, who deemed it an honor to be at
he head of o renowned 3 troop. It will suffice ¢
mention the celebrated names of Cariagn
ey

-

Lamori~ere, Bedesu,—the African generals

a3 they are called. All these officers of the first
FAalls Degan Dy ™ 3 Z at '1..&.".‘.-.‘3"!.].!!’. T Wwnels
in the Zouaves batt ns Alas! after the revola-
wa of 1348 they = the victims of our political
liscords. Geperal Cavaignac was dismissed and
ives m an obseur antry bouse. The Generals
Bxdean, Chaagarnicr and Lamoriciere remained in

ir were banished by Loais Napoleon. How
flen. doubtless, in reading the brave exploits of
the Zouaves, have they rezretted to be no more able

lead their intrevid soldiers agaiast the coemy,
and serve the canse of civilization in forcing the
Rossians to fiee hefore them ! Bat their sword 1s
sheathed ; and France, deprived of her best milita-
ry chiefs, is suffering the penalty of her cruel dis-
#0608

To retarn to the Zouaves 1 shall not describe
their several campaigns in Algeria.  In could not
mterest your readers.  They formed an entire regi-
ment at that time, of three well-armed, well-trained
battalions. The silors were ally oolunteers
from the streets and suburbs of Paris, young men
of education, but whor through idleness or bad
hatits, had .‘ai‘.n-‘:v sncoeed in their civil careers.

Fhe army was theironly refuge. It may be thought
that such soldiers must be intractable. And indeed
they are predisposed to mutiny; and even in the
Crimean expedition, on the armval of the imperial
guard, who assumed the posts of honor, the Zouaves
complained and threatened rebellion. It is i pos-
sible to obtain from them a blind submission as in
the Russian army. They love to do: discuss the
plans of the campaign and accuse the unskillfal of -
acers of incapacity. In this respect they are some-
times dangerous. But whea their chiefs possess
the art of uniting affection to firmness, the familise
rity of a comrade to the inflexible authority of a
general, the Zouaves are the most intrepid and de-
voted of men. Maashal Bugroaud gained their con
fidence in a high drgree. They called him father
Bugeawd, and even wrote satirical songs about him :
but they respected his loyalty, justice and courage,
and his assiduous care for the welfare of the tro s,
and would follow him to the end of the world. It
was with them chiefly that the illustiious marshal
succeeded in conquering Abd-el-Kader and pacify-
g Algeria.

[he Zouaves are very ingenious in finding means
of subsistence and every imaginable resource in ex-
treme cases. While other troops perished from
want, they provided for their wants by I know not
what wonderfal means. Thus during the past
trying winter, when the Eaglish soldiers, destitute
of food, fuel or clothing, were dyiag by hundreds,
the Zouaves possessed even more than the neces-
saries of life. They have, moreover, a bu oyant, joy-
»us disposition, always looking on the bright side
of things. and preserving their natural gaiety amid
the saddest circumstances. Daring a season of
letsure at the siege of Sebastopol, they erected a
tent theatre. decorating it with their garments and
spoils of the ememy, and played burlesque satirical
pieces. The Parisian is the same everywhere with
his proverbial carelessness, taste for pleasure, and
hisflexible character. And these Zouaves, so cager
to divert themselves with fancies, will march
hervically, one hour afterward, to the fire of the
Cossacks, and look death in the face without falter-
ing

Bat they have also their falts. They do not res-
pect the laws of property. They have, as Doctor
Gall would say. the bomb of rodlery or rapacity
strongly developed, and uns:'rupulwus{y mingle the
property of a friend with that of an enemy. The
Zouaves have ao instinctive taste for robbery.
When they find a well-farnished dwslling they
: sl spoil it of everything. They must

il apon 18
be rigorously watched by their chiefs, and unish-
Father Bugeand did not

ment 1s often necessary.
spare them. and they estéemed him more for it.

In Algeria the Zouaves held the Arabs in abey-
ince by their address as well as by their bravery.
lhey cam. like the natives, whole days and
nights. lying upon the ground, their finger on their
gun, listening for the lightest sound, ready to fight
At a minute’s warning. They are alive and cunning
a8 the Indians o admirably described by your
novelist, Fenimaore Cooper. Adding European dis-
cipline to these qualities of the savage, ¢ ey have
forced the tribes of Algeria into submission.

Their conduct i the Crimea has procured for
them the praises of enemies as well as allies. The
Russian commanders have more than once paid just
homage ¢ r invincible courage. The Zouaves
suffered less than the Anglo French divisions, be-

use they were wured to the bardships of a winter
ampa. o, and their jovial temper preserved them
from that despondency which destroys men more
than the cannon. They are now impatiently wait-
ing for the storming of Sebastopol. They will cer-
tainly display wonderfal courage. but how many of
them will survive the collision ?— New York Observer.
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Romanism Renounced.
We copy the following iuieresting correspond-
the Church Witness of last week.
To the Editor of the Church Witness.

Siz,—It gives me joy 10 hear of the conversion
of sinners, 10 whatever denomination they may
have professed to belong. Bat when the Lord the
Spint visits with his conviacing and coaverting in-
fluences the souls of members of the Romish
Church, then indeed, there is cause for very great

)y. Yesterday | had the pleasure of reading in a
French Canad an paper, a letter written by two
brothers to

ence from

1eir cure, anaouncing to him their con-
viction of the errors of their Church, and their in-
tention ‘o abandon her for ever. for the
pet. T;’lz'. tter, which is written

pure gos-
n French, |
send to you in a literal English garb, with a desire
that you mav insert it in your valuable evangelical
;\\""i’ .\.. : .'i;.‘

wish is that Masters may read it
to their servants, and Chnistians lend it to their Ro-
nan Catho acquaintances. May the Lord of
nis great mercy multply examples of this kind in
Canada, and every other land, for his own name’s
sake Your’s tmly,

A Friexp or

The f wing is the letter .—

Tavra.
St. Philomene, St. Marguerite Row, }
10th July, 1855.

Siz,—lo His con passion to us and to our fami-

-

es, God, not hay ng permitted us to hear the pro-
uhition ma"- by the Roman clergy agamnst read-
ag the Holy .\';:rp' wes and receiving into our
house the evangelical men who preach the * good

news” in our country, we have had the happiness
o receive them into our houses and 10 read aand
-ne-’!;tdtv m the words °
how much we feel in every line, by the Divine
mction which prevades them, that
speaks in them ! 3
the people ! we said to ourselves.

We continued then 10 read. But the more we
read the [ess we found there confession in the car
of @& priest, purgatory, indulgences, mass. prayers

f eternal hife. Ab. Sis

s (God whe
Ah!'why b de that book from

for the dead, worship of images, invocation of

Saints, celibacy of the clergy, abstinence from
meats, salration by works, divine service in an un-
known tongue, the scapular, medals called miracu-
lous, the rolliry, &c. On the greater part of these
powuts we louad even teachings quite opposite.
And we know perfectly that if the Romish Church
forbid the reading of the Bible—a thing which no
other church does—it is hecanse her corruption

and her love of riches and power, have blinded
her and caused her to abandon the Divine teach-
ngs of the Word of God to follow its own vain
imaginations. This book r*nmie'ming her, because
she was too hardened to reform her errors, she
found no other expedient, but in her turn to con-
demn virtually the Word of God by forbidding the
reading of it. 3

We have understood also why the Romish
Church, in opposition to Protestrnt (lhmchu. which
do every thing to instruct the people, keep the
masses in ignorance, and that in this country it
would have been so, but for the interventioa of

Government to initiate the people into the benefits
of reading. It is not enough for her to prohibit the
reading of the Bible, she must also keep these
who submit to her in a state of incapacity to read
it

We have understood, at the same time, that if

she prohibits free inquiry, mixed schools, connex-
ons of Roman Catholics, with Protestants, it is be-
cause she fears that light will §pread, and its own
prevarication be discovered.

God having thus enlightened our mind ard
touched our heart, you perceive, Sir, that we can-
not any longer belong to a Church, whose errors
we have discovered. Afier then having prayed
o God to enlighten us, and to bless to the salva.
uon ol our soul the step we were about to ‘ake, we
declare to you to-day, solemly, hat we abandon
for everthe Romish Church to follow the pure
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. You will be

pleased then to regard this letter as being our
“ Demission.”

We have very great pleasure to announce to
you, at the same time, on the part of our wives,
that they also abandon the laws of Rome to follow
to the grave, with the grace of God, those of the
G‘hpcl,

In taking leave of you, Sir, we ought to tefl you
that we are not actuated by any bad feeling or ill-
will towards you. We even pray to God, and will
coatinue to pray to him, that he may call you, you

and your fellow countrymen, to the knowledge of
| the truth as it is in Jesus. Praying that you may
forgive the wrongs of whica we may have been
guilty towards you, as we, on our part, from the
bottom of our heart, forgive you those which you

might have intended towards us.
We have the honour of being, Sir,
Your very humbie and very obedient servants.
CaazrLes CovusinEav.
Joseru Cousixgav.
| Messire I.. Turcot, Cure de Sainte- Philomene.
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ATONEMENT.

Is sin the cause of all suffering ? Did its entrance
| into our world blight all man’s fairest prospects.
Was it the source of all our woe ? May we trace to
the poisonous fountain of sin. all the mischiefs of
our world—and of all worlds (if there are others)
where suffering is found ? [s sin the parent of sor-
row, disease, the horrors of war, the terrors of con-
science ? Does death reign over man through sin—
and even over those who have not sinned after the
similitude of Adam’s transgression? But what a
climax does the evil of sin present, when the astonish-
ing tidings are announced to man—that in order
to its pardon and its cure the Son of God must die !
How malignant that evil which demaads such a
sacrifice! Three several times did Jesus exclaim,
in the recesses of Gethsemane, “ Oh my Father, if
it be possible let this cup pass from me.” Could
He not, then, be spared drinking of this cup of bit-
terness ? “ All things are possible with Thee.”
God is almighty—what limits, then. are there to
His Omnipotence ? Nome that can derogate from
the Divine Majesty and perfection. The great truth
which formed the Saviours plea, in this hour of
woe—the Father’s Omnipotence—was uttered with
great appropriasteness—it was the most sérikin
form in which the mortal agony of that hour coul
be-expressed ; but it did not mean that there was
not a moral necessity in the awfal tragedy that was
geing on. Had it been possible for the cup to have
passed away. it only would have been offered. sarely,
a8 & trial of obedience—as in the history of Abra-
bam, when his faith was pat to so severe a test on
Mount Moriah. Could the sacrifice of the Son of
God have been spared, the cup of sorrow, even unto
death, would, doubtless, at the moment of extremity,
have been dashed away untasted from the lip of the
Holy One and the Just. No—the cup must not
pass away—it is the price of man’s redemption—the
price of sin’s pardon and cure! It was Decessary
that He should, according to the prediction of Isaiah,
be “ stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. wound.
ed for our transgressions. bruised for our Iniquities,”
that by His stripes we may be healed, that on Him
might be laid the iniquity of us all. Who, then,
sball presume to reject the doctrine of Aonement *
Grant that man’s wisdom, which is too often folly,

.

cannot see all the bearing of such 3 method of

pardon and restoration—let it be even de that
no g“mpii‘ Whalt,v"r "'11 ""‘ ok lﬂtﬁf& 1ts pro-
priety and fitness, and that notoning could be dis
cerned in the meth>d which the atonement displays
f nising sinful oreatures to cternal happiness, but
a sovereign and arbitrary procedure of the great
Sovereign of the Universe—what then ?—ean any
reasonable being consistently impugn a doctrine
which, if human language have any meaning. and
if we have a revelation at all, can only be ex; lained
away from its prominent place in Holy Seriptare,
by the greatest ingenuity, and the mest violent and
far-fetched criticism ?— Dy Jokn Hoppus:

Ox Arrrormiarive Cumist. —* [ hope,” maid
Dr. Chalmers to a friend, * you find no difficulty
i appropriating Christ. If} were to come as an
accredited agent to you from the upper sanctuary,
with a leter of invitation o you, with yoar name
and address ce it, you would not doubt your war-
rant 1o accept . \‘?Q‘El, hee: s the Bible, your
invitation 1o come 1o Chnst. [t does not bear your
name aod address, but itsays © Whesoever’—that
takes you in ; it says ¢ ail’—that tahes you in; it

d p- >
says if “ gny’—that takes you in. What can be
sirer or freer than that >* ™
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