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All Communications and Business Letters should be direct

ed (post paid) to the Editor.

v this 2 fo do Its price—Ox= Dot-
1 \I‘: Y*‘mqﬁq"n'mzn low that scarcely a
family in our country need be without it. We willl supply (on

) %o the poor, who are unable to pay for |
grates.

‘per represemtation :
iptn,:!.i.d-hd-p-

All communications for this paper must be accompe-

nied with the resl name of the author, in order t0 receive at- |

ton.
- G. W. DAY, Praxren.

ture Readers’
The First Aanual Meeting of this Society was

Soldiers’ Friend and Army Scrip-
Society.

held, May 9th, in Exeter-hall, London. The chair |

Emperor Alexander was resolved that the peop!c“
should have the Scriptures in the vernacular tongue
and caused them to be translated into the Russ
But, from the iime that Nicholas ascended the
throne not a single copy of the Scriptures in the mo-
dern Russ was permitted to be circulated. There-
fore, these prisoners were b 'ing supplied with that
which they could not have obiained in their own
country ; and if we believed the Bible to be a cas-
ket of imperishable good, which will, by the bless-
ling of God, produce fruit unto eternal life, what
' might we not expect would be the blessed effect of
these Scriptures upon the minds of these men >— |
And who could tell but that they, in their turn, |
would be the instrument, ia the hands of the Spi-
rit, of producing an influence for good on the minds
of others of their fellow countrymen after their re-
torn to their native land. (Hear.

The Rev. William Leask moved the following
resolution :—* That while this meeting deplores
the coutinuance of the War in the East, it beholds |
in that distressing event an additional reason for
the most prompt and zealous measures to be adopt- |
ced for the augmeantation ot agents abroad, in order |

G . 10 meei the urgent spiftual wnts of our soldiers, |
“"I‘h:kf_‘:-l:’ M-l-:)h:;y "':'m met on an inte- | Whether on the teated field, in the garrison, or hos-

resting occasion, for the inauguration of a new so-
crety of Chnstian beneficence, embmcinEan ob- |
ject hitherto usattained. The army of Eagland |
long ago excited the atteation of benevoleat indi-
nd\nls,'ho.denvouredbineredothe;in&e.
same object; the ingly formed what was |
:benaﬂedlhegouhn' nedd Society, which |
was now re-formed under a mew title. There
could hardly be a subject of greater interest than |
the Britishsoldier. The Duke of Wellington used |
10 say thal the great streagth of the army was the |
dsacipliueoftbeaoldiet;n-dho'eouk_hhtdqci-‘
plin;lln better pleen’edz::by:)-cm|
of religious principles : r A t
the strong restraint of religion, indeed, the soldier, |
cc ing the temptations to which he was ex-|
posed, bardly be expected o maintain a mo- |
ral character. The mortality ia army was |
greater than in aay other occupation ; and yet the |
spirtual provision for the soldier was less than that |
made for other classes of society. Chnstian libe- |
rality, however, bad now improved the state of
things of which he complained. '
The Secretary then read the Report, which |
mentioned the various stations at which the Soci-
ety's agents were located, and contained
from letters of the Missionaries describing

cxtracts
the re-
:

:nfx'l’::‘:ym:ho.eand abroad. The had |
five agents at Constantinople and Scutar, two at
Balaklava, two at Malta, and one would shortly |
proceed to Smyma. 23,000 cards of prayer, with |
tracts, were distributed to the sailors on board the
Baltic fleet, prior to0 i*s departure last moath. i
The Rev. Dr. Marsh saud the soldiers had a dou- |

ble claim upon us as Britons and Christians. They |
had to defend our ; and they were e ;
0 moral and physical dangers unattending most|
vther ing could remove from
thentheﬁud"a&wnnhutheemimyol‘;
cternal life. Military life was not necessarily vo- |

pital ; while, at the same time, it joyfully acknow-
ledges, with devout gratitude to God, the many ma- |
nifestations of success which have attended the ar- |
duous and self-denying efforts of those who are la- |
boring at the vanous foreign stations connected
with this Society.”

The Rev. G. A. Rogers, lncumbent of ot's
Square Episcopal Church, in seconding the resolu-
tion, saud, that he did not think it well 10 look upoa |
the presen: war an unmitigated evil, because they |
might confidently anticipate that He who makes the ‘
wrath of maa to praise Him, would order it ‘well for
His own glory and the welfare of the world. He |
could not possibly but believe that the effect of :he |
~onfliet would be the destruction of the Mohamme- |
dan idolatry and the triumph of the 1ruth in the East |

Europe. !

Walking with God before Sebas- |
topol.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS AND JOURNAL OF CAPTAIN |
VICARS, RECEIVED JUST BEFORE THE ACCOUNT OF !
HIS DEATH.

The following will show that there are devout
‘ers in our army. How mournful that men so !

y under the power of the gospel should |

t
the soldiers. 225,000 | >° ©" off by the present melancholy and destrue- |

tive war!
Cawe seroze Sgsisroror, ’
March 5th, 1855. ;
My ows Dazrine Morues,—I am, thank God, |
safe and well in both body and soul ; | never was |
in the enmjoyment of better health—and the Lord |
coutinues to favour me with the sunshine of his |
presence filling me with peace and joy in Jesus. |
Oh! darliag mother, how precious | find the |
Saviour 10 be 10 me in these penlous times: with |
what trust and comfidence | can place myself, both |
for imes and eternity, beneath the shelter of His |
cross! How the knowledge of the love of Chnst |
that he bled for us), nerves the heart 10 bear|

on Christianity made | patiently, if not willingly, all the trials and troables |
:.1::::? .(wh‘sﬁulhnm:;¥'hich God may sead upoa us, add which we are |
soul 1o Jesus,” said a brave so'dier mow lying | Sure 10 meet with sooner or later in this world of |
wounded, “and my only fear is, lest | should of- | '*ars. But what comfort religion gives 10 the soul, |
fend him.™ There never was so much piety in the | i leading us 10 forget the sorrows of the present |
army as now and ever had greater exertions been | 10 the brght coutemplations of a future world, and
made for the spiritual weifare of the soldiers. The | how joyous and how light the heart, and how in-
Scriptures were extensively circulated in the army | different to all else when Christ reveals himself 1o
and those soldiers who read and studied them were | 95 in the precious character of our dear friend and
among the steadiest, the firmest, and the most coy- | brother ! Wita him pear to cheer and assure us,
rageous in the bour of banle. He hoped they | we can reckon that the sufferings of our present |
would all unite in praver to God that His Bible | World are not worthy to be compared with the |
might still be circulated the earth, that | glory which shall be revealed in us. | will now |
.. - | Bive Koo a few extracts from my journals :—

*“ At pieqnet the other night, | was gazing up-
with success ; and that thus the War, in itself a | ward at the bright moon and stars, and the thought |
d reful calamity, might be overruled for good. of the star ia the * East’ led me to * Bethlehem ;'

The Rev. Mr. Stallybrass, visiter of the Russian then the sorrows and sufferings of our biessed Re-
prisoners of war at Plymouth, said it was now four. | 975", begiemng u_BotNe‘fnem sad eading at)
teen ylrs ago sisce he was expelied from Rus- Calvary, passed in review before my mnd. ‘

: *“ This afternoon, while visiting the poorfellowsé
:‘;;“" having "."‘":"h"‘ ‘““"&'ﬁ':_"“)_':* in cholera bospital, who were lying 2old aad comy
o he‘a. 'wl e Siblr- (b . that | fortless on the bare ground, rays of sunshine seem- i

ed to illumine that charnel tent, as | broaght be-

his knowiledge of the language, which had bees the crucifled Saviour, for tears

2 - fore them Jesas,
?.‘ ng "h:' ":_'P_—ylm :';"1:;' istened (0 many an eye, and smiles were on many |
ﬁgw of'::'- : ;u\o' ide Cheis- | ® 0. 1t isa pleasare and a privilege to hlkto‘
m““‘lm fotonrsmn“", posvido Ch | my sick comrades and fellow-sinners of Jesus ; and |
A —— it seems 1o me that those who never visit the sick
by communicatl 10 the soldiers of Russia also | Pi°¢%® this world affords | |
- . . - It is pamful, indeed, 10 WillCss agoay we cannot |
c?]dom and ‘a‘:‘:'d” truths of the R‘.m':.dkvine, but precious is the privilege of being the
: :‘h:bc“"‘ i h““’"“’"“"‘r. of the New | Darbinger of the glad tidings of peace and joy 1o
ng e - ¢ | their souls, by proclaiming o their ears the great |
. : _| Redeemer’s love, and to see some geat! falling
::o: and Bo.uily Society, translated ? _| aslerp, murmuring the life-moringmifkms.
mdmuu“' “""I . d"‘""l"‘ 2 PO 3! We are still instatw qwo. Do not be anxious sbout |
> tarad : : {me. | am safe in my Saviour’s arms ; [ know it, |

 Piymouth. (Hone b W b e || ol . whether i o or deth |
hsdlevOﬂiﬂilmhI-d,a.d'.enddm, 2tk of February.—This has been the hotiest |
he thought, if we really believe the Scriptures, but 93y we bave had. Took a loag walk with one of |
repose with the fulles: confidence in the belief that ™Y brother officers; we talked on religious subjects,
wherever those Seri are circulated and read | 20d especially oo the unceramty of ife. O! may
L T o St eyl o o povess o s o b et
one - :

mach im .beemdwd,h&-eﬁn-b‘mhn from the Victoria redoubt on *he town. 1
by this Society on behalf of these Russian prison-| 286k — A cloudy day ; the rain kept up uetil the |
ers. If they were at home in their own country I went out -im&,ﬁ.;—u;:
0 an | went 10 the hospital, and gave away several wacts |
'b&cm-u'dnnnnumberof“&:me
: w0 Jesus.” O that the Holy Ghost may lead many |
great body of the priesis |10 find peace and rest in the Saviour. Took some |
The late jam (thaoks to dear nephew John) and biscuit to |

one of mv company, Joha Cartley, for which the !

poor fellow was most grateful ; give him  hyma.
book—Ryle's ——of the band gave away several
litthe books to my company.

March lst.—Poor Cartley, one of my men, died
in the hospital last night. O! Lord, do thou keep
me in thy great mercy from forgeiting what thou
hast suffered for me in body and soul ; may I never
be drawn by the cares of life from Jesus my friend
and Saviour, but may | daily live closer 1o his
cross ; above all, would | ask thee to fill me with
the Holy Ghost.

2md.—A cold day and snowy. Borrowed'

Saith’s horee, and rode over to the light division,
with my pockets full of tracts, books, and cards
of prayer, which [ gave away to the sick of the 23d,
33d, 34th, and rifle brigade. Cary came in the
evening, and we sallied off together to the camp
of the 2d division, where we destnbuted several
more to the 41st, 4th, guards, and §2d regiments ;
we then calied on Captain Vandeleur or the Royal
Artillery. He was not at home. We sat in his
tent for nearly an hour. | read aloud the 13th of
Hebrews. Had Cary and some others to dinner.
Spent a most pleasant evening together ; and read
a little tract, called “ Believe and Live.” and then
the 40th of Isaiah ; after conversing on them we
offered up a prayer.

glory and honour of Jesus Chrnist.
42h, Sunday.—Had divine service in the camp,

'the building. Presently

:

:

May the Lord bless these |
meetings together for our eternal good, and the | passioned and his words were

- ——
I bave ever heard of. 1 coul] scarcely have be.

lieved that such a scene wou'd occur, had | net |

been present. Hearing that in one of the church-
es near the centre of the city a self-flagellation
took place every evening, [ went one aflerncon
just before dark, but found the church filled with
females, and was told by the sacristan that the
flagellation of the men would take place the next
might. Accordingly | went at the appointed time.
The church was nearly dark, only four or five

(small candles being lighted at the high altar. It

It was difficult even 10 see the forms of those who
cotered and took their siations in different parts of
two priests—eame ont
from the sacristy and commenced a mournful ser-
vice, in which the congregation joined, and which
had the most dolorous effect. While this was in
progress a priest passed around the church dis-
triboting the lashes to be used by the peaitents.
At length three loud raps were given on the door
leading to vestibule, when it was suddenly closed
and fastened. The lights were removed and the
most perfect darkness ensued, painful to the eye.
It was a darkness that could be felt. Preseatly
some one newr the high altar commenced in a mu-
sical voice, the tones of which were modulated to
give it effect, a discourse upon the sufferings ef
Chnst.  His manner was at first perfectly unim-

measured with the

| precision and uttered with the beauty of poetry.

[t was altogether the most mausical [talian to which

but it was hurried over in a care'ess manner. |l have ever listened. He became fmore animated

We afterwards met together in a teat, six present.

Cary and | went laden with tracts to the remaining |
hospital of the 2d division, where we destributed |

all we had. | prayed with one of the sick, who |

asked me to do so with tears ia his eyes ; poor |
fellow, he was much oppressed with the weight of |

sin on his conscience ; | spoke to him of Christ,
told him to look to Jesus. Read and prayed with
Major Segrave and Lieutenant Drummond, in the
latter’stent. Ol what a happy day this has been.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his
benefits. | must now, dearest mother, get ready
for the trenches. We have bad rather hght work

at first. But [ am quite happ/, dearest mother. |
keep a journal, as you see ;
little in it at pight. Give my best love to dearest
Clara, Polly, and Georgie. {'
in my thoughts and prayers. Love to Lord R. God
bless you, my own preeious and darling mother.—
Ever your own most dear and warmly attached and
devoted son,
Heorey Vicans.

This was Captain Vicars’ last Sabbath on earth.

He was shot dead the same week.— British M.,

The Religion of Rome, in -‘Rome.
A correspondent of the N. Y. Observer, wric-
ing from Rome, describes some of the religious
ceremonies performed there during the latter part
of Lent. For the information of our readers we
copy the following :—
PILATE'S STAIRCASE.

For several days before the close of Lent, the
pictures and various ornaments in the churches
are kegt constantly covered. The pope and car-
dinals who usually wear a gay and showy attire,
put on what is called mourning, deep purple, or
violet. Oa the Friday previous 1o Palm Sunday,
the pope, attended by his cardinals, entered St
Peter’s, an one after another stopped at the cele-
brated iron statue of St. Peter and kissed it,
touching it with their foreheads as do all the faith-
ful. Ap atendant stood by the statue with a nap-
kin in his haod, and wiped the toe after each one
had kissed it, saving them the trouble of using
their pocket handkerchief, as do the more refined
class of pilgrims to this shrine. It is sufficiently
humiliating 10 see the ignorant, who have been
taught this form of idolatry and know nothing
better, come up one after another and kiss an iron
image ; but 10 see the head and the highest digni-
taries in church and stte conforming to such a
castom, excites thoughts and feelings which | will
Dot attempt to express. | was told by one who
met the pope at St. John Lateran, that on the
same day he ascended Pilate’s Stuaircase on his
knees. This staircase, it is pretended, was
brought from Jerusalem, and is the very one
whith our Savieur descended when he went from
Pilate’s judgment hall to his crucifixion. Unlike
most of the pretended relics which abound here,
this has an interest for Protestants. [t was one of
the first places that | visited on coming 1o Rome.
Soon after Luther had become partially enlighten-
ed in the truth, but not so far as to break loose
from the corrupt church which he afterwards re.
nounced, he was summoned to Rome to answer
for his incipient heresies. As one part of his
penance he had to ascend this stawrway on his
knees, repeating a Pater-noster or some other
prayer at every step. While he was making the
ascent, he seemed to hear as from an audible

| voice, loud as thunder, that passage of holy Scrip-

ture which had before been his guiding star, “ The
just shall live by faith.” He instantly sprang to

| his feet and left the hall, convinced that if this

were true, such a humiliation could be of no avail.
This was one of the epochs in his history and in
the history of the Reformauon. | have never
seca the blind devotees crawling up these steps,
and stopping at each one to kiss it, without recall-
ing Luther, and wishing that the same voice
might reach their eais.
SELF FLAGELLATION.

Ove evening during the latter part of Lent, |
witnessed (though in the darkness [ did not see)
one of the most curious exhibitions of popery that

I can but scribble a |

ou are all constantly |

l
 place on a platform at a coavenient distance from

until, ata certain point, the whole congregation
commenced whipping themselves. The nose of
the lashing nearly drowned every other sound,
but a dolorous chant was commenced and respo
ed to by those who were engaged in the flagella-
tion, making the scene one of the most
character. After some time had elapsed, a bell
was rung for this form of penance to cease, but it
was some minates before the sommoans was obey-
ed by all. The candles were brought back, the
door was opened, and the ceremony was over.
One after another those who had taken part in it,

'and who were not priests but ordinary citizens,
lately, but we expect it will begin again soon as |

retired, probably supposing that they had either
atoned for many sins or d greatly to their vir-
tue by this act of will-worship, as if God could be
appeased or pleased with such a service. There
was no attempt at concealnent, any one that chose
could enter the church before the signal was given
for fastening the door. | was careful to secure a

 the lashes of the multitude, and from this point, in
{the midst of the most abject darkmess that I re-
{member ever to have feli, | contemplated the
' sceue with the same feclings with which | should
|regard the self-laceration of the devotees of the
forms of heathenism which prevail at the present
{day, or of those in the time of Elijah, who * cried
|aloud and cut themselves afier their manner with

| knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon
-’ ﬁwm.’Y

l
,; Habitations of Cruelty.
| The present state of the Fejee is deplorable in
|the extreme, notwithstanding the numerous tri-
umphs of the gospel there, !-\ few incidents giv-
jen in Wesleyan Missionary Notices by an eye-
- witness, illustrate the actual condition cf the is-
landers :
| Strangling of widows has e our fre-
| quent attention, and called forth our utmost ener-
|gies. Six or eight women have been directly
| saved from this inhuman practice by our interpo-
sition, and several others indirectly and principally
by the influence of what we have done. Some of
these have subsequently lotwed. These scenes
require no ordinary promptitude and sacrifice.
We have to adopt the Feejeean national custom
of preseating property when requesting a favor;
and hitherto each life has involved the expense of
about £1.

“ But sometimes our interference is prevented,
and sometimes it is spurned and ineffectual. A
few moaths ago a man died in a heathen town
| within a mile of ours. Mr. Malvernand | at once
hastened to the abode of death; but the people,
| fearing our arrival, and having heard of our sue-
cess in other quarters, had already strangled the
widow. We entered the house ; there were the
husband and wife both sleeping in death.
examined the woman’s body ; but the last spark
of life was extinguished. Ah'! and there stood
the son of those now dead, who with fiendish ex-
pression lifted up his hands, and told us that by
those hands that mother died !

“*Ah" was our language, ‘this is seen in
heaven ; this will not be forgotten in Yeaven ; its
punishment will follow.’

“ A few weeks afterward [ stood by an open
grave in that town. [ had gone in parsuit of the
widow of a young man brought home a co
from war. Her friends had consigned her to our
care, and she had escaped from us. [ stood by

the open grave, that [ might witness the ceremony |

of a heathen burial ; the corps was brought out
shrouded in mats ; a baullet had pierced the brain.
[looked upon the dead, I recognized the features
—it was the matricide !

“‘Ah"” lexclaimed, as the corps was lad in
its last resting place, ‘ dd we not speak the truth
when we said, “ his sin was seen in heaven; it
was written in heaven ; its punishment would fol-
low " ™

“ Several women have, in spite of our efforts,
been strangled ; and wherever there is a soe, he

|18 chosen to be the priacipal agent in the murder
of his mother. Within my own knowledge, a fa-
ther has, with his ows hands suffocated chok-
ing or gagging,) his own daughter w sick.
One day, standing by the corpse of a warrior,
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lpamted and blackened as if for war, the club ly-
ing by his side, | turned round to his brother, and
inquired the cause of his death. The reply from
that brother was, ¢ He was very ill, and so | suffo.
tcated him.’
Infanticide is written on another page of Fee-
jeean life. I wish to confine my ilustrations as
' much as possible to cases that bear directly upon
the poiat, and that have passed under the imme-
diate notice of myself, or other missionaries, or
eredible informants. Nothing do 1 state on mere
|raumour. A woman brought me a child who, from
want of proper treatment, was nearly dead. I
| undertook to preseribe for it, if the mother would
for a time reside in the house of one of my ser-
vants, so that | might see that it met with proper
attention. My treatment was successful ; the dis-
| ease was subdued, the child could again run about,
talk, and eat; in a day or two the mother could
have returned to her friends, but maternal pa-
tience was exhausted, and one night she suffocated
it. A man was informed tha: his wife had given
birth to a daughter. Hearing of its sex, he at
{ once directed it to be strangled. Again,a female
child was spared for several months ; its death was
| then resolved upon by its pa They dug a
deep hole in the centre of the earthen floor of
their house—the father flung into this grave his
| helpless and innocent babe. He then cast some
| heavy stones with violence upon it, and filled up
|the grave with earth. These inhuman parents
still oceupy that house. They daily tread over
the decaying remains of their murdered child.
iSuch is Feejee at the present time.

!

Search for Wives.

Where do men usually discover the women
' who afterwards become their wives, is a question
'we have ocasionally heard discussed, and the
| custom has invariably become of value to young
|lady readers. Chance has much to do in the
|affair ; but then there are important governing
‘circumstances. [t is certain that few men make
| a selection from any of the places of public gasety;
(and nearly as few are influenced in what may be
| called showing off in the streets, or by allure-
| ments of dress. Our conviction is; that ninety-
{nine hundredths of all the finery with which
- n decorate or load their persons go for
img as far as husband-catching is concerned.
| Where and how then do men find their wives ?
 In the quiet hiomes of their parents or guardians—
| at the firesides, where the domestic feelings are
‘alone demonstratcd. These are the charms which
, most surely attract the high as wel! as the humble.

Against these, all the finery and airs in the world
'sink into insignificancy.

We shall 1llustrate this by an anecdote, which.

| though not new, will not be the worse for bei

| again told :—In the year 1773, Peter Burrell, Esq.
' of Beckenham, in Kent, whose health was rapidly
 declining, was advised by his physicians to go to
| Spa for the of his healta. His daughters
| feared that those wzo had only motives entirely
| mercenary would not pay him that attention which
 he might expect from those who, from duty and
\affection united, would feel the greatest pleasure
'in ministering to his ease and comtort, they there-
| fore resolved to accompany him.
| . They proved that it was not a spirit of dissipa-
| tion and gaiety that led them to Spa, for they were
'not to be seen in any of the gay and fashionable
| circles—they were never out of their father’s com-
' pany, and never stirred from home, except ‘o at-
tend him either to take the air or drink the wa-
ters—in a word, they lived a most recluse life in
| the midst of a town then the resost of the most il-
lustrious and fashionable persoiages of Europe.
| This exemplary attention to their father procur-
{ed these three amiable sisters the admiration of
'all the Eaglish at Spa, and was the cause of their
'elevation to that rank in life to which their merits
' gave them so just a title. They all were married
'to noblemen—one to the Earl of Beverley, ano-
ther to the Duke of Hamilton, and afterwards to
the Marquis of Exeter, and a third to the Duke of
Nerthumberland—and it is justice to them to say
that they reflected honour on their rank rather
than derived any from it.

Fancy and Faith,

We have been sometimes greatly impressed
with the manner in which some are effected by
ideas presented to the mind, though they have not
even a shadow of reason to regard these ideas as
true. It appears evidert, that, in such cases,

there is a want of distinguishing what is purely and
properly fancy, from what is properly considered

aith.

3 In fancy, we merely think, or have a thought be-
fore the mind—in faith we not only think but
believe , or think the idea before the mind true, for
some reason or other which seems, o us at least,
| to prove it. " b

For example &othongh( that God is at a distance
|and indifferent to you, comes before your mind.
It 1s perhaps strongly and vividly presented to you.
. Without asking whether you have any evidence to
 prove such a thought true, you are apt 1o regard
|1t as something which you believe, vlplo dis
merely something which you fancy or imagine,
‘or, perhaps, something which is presented to your
\mind by the templer, and which you do not be-
‘lieve at all. That which is ptoped! speaking
| believed, is sd true for certain reasons
which are taken to be cvidence of its truth.—
Your voluntary consideration of that evidence leads
'ytotbee-d-'u- or beliet tiat the idea is true.
| When you have no reason, real or imaginary,
| for regarding an idea true, then however strongly :
'_vou may fancy it, you are nit property believing




