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From the New York Res
THECOCELESTIALSUSPENSION BRIDGE.

Bhl

order

BY REV. b LANY,

I had been reading an account of the building
of the Tubuler Railway Bridge across the Menm
Straits on the British coast, and had been amazed
at the power of the human intelleet, approaching
in its stupendous engmeering almost to creative
I had read also of the Suspension Bridge
from wwer
1o tower. on which, hanging hundreds of feet above

might,
thrown across the same body of water,

the ever turbulent flood, swung and witered a
structure apparently frail. on which man and beast,
loaded van and stage-coach, were swiftly and
safely passing.

| thought also of our own Niagara. In fancy |
was there. | saw again the mighty fall, and heard
| saw again the chasm
the
more on its preeipitous and
And then | saw, elose by the
A
noble tower, tast anchored stood on
either shore, and the river rolled between. Angry
and rapid the waves dash onward, as though exci-
ted to madness by the dreadful leap over the rush.
ioe cataract. From the sammit of either tower
to the other was stretched an almes* invisible wire;
and by this another, and another, and vet another
Paralle! to each other they are |:im‘§-d side by
cide. and strenethened by chains untit a foundation
is laid on which plank may be fixed for crossing
And plank after plank, stretching¥away across the
horrid chasm. is laid upon the chains until a way
in mid air.—Behold
point s stretched the frail
feet broad and
strong |uvv\n1‘-'l\‘l‘u‘_\'. 11 Sseems :Ik" a 'iM-m ﬂ'.IHQ‘f-
ing in the wind and quaking at the zephyr's
breath.

A man appears upon it, the man who conceived

He

he crosses, and safely.

again 1ns ew rlasting roar

s had worn for themselves

\'!Ihn', onee

which its wate )

rock, and
treacherous hanks
wonders of God, the wondrous work of man.

on the rock.

is made across the waters
From point to
althoneh some

oW !

stracture twelve

and made i, ventures his weight upon it ;
Behold him aganin! He
'S In & carnage 'm:v,vnnd drives a horse before him
at that dizzy height ' No miling is there, no par-
apat ! Two hundred feet above the frantic waters
ewing the woven chains in the wind ! It trembles,
shakes vishly. vibrates like a vendalum, as the
trembling ar.x.mvﬂp::rwvw his airy joumey. You
can almost hear vour neighbor’s heart beat in his
bosom as he _’_"!T;\‘ on the daring feat.  Mind tri.
umphs over matter, and he is safe upon the shore,
l,.;.l.k agnin ! The wires are stronger now, and
more abundant ; the path is broader, and, where
the footman hardly dared to tread, the locomeotive
rolls and bears along the train of living freight.

And then 1 thought of another gulf—another
chasm. [t wassaid in the gospel that between the
righteous and the wicked in the spirit world there
was a great gulf fixed. But, although there is no
p\e\mé from hell to heaven, there is vet commu-
nication between earth and sky. Jaecob saw it
from his stony pillow at Luz. Perhaps it seemed
to him a heap of mountains, Alps piled on Andes
until they pierced the clouds, and God’s angels as-
cended and descended there
told it, that his people should see it. *“ Heveaf-
ter,” says he, “ ye shall see the heavens'open, and
the ang-r!e of God ascending and descending upon
the Son of Man.” He was himnself the ladder, the
means of communication. Standing on the earth,
he seized blessings from the throne of God, and
reached them to the deciples waiting at his feet. |
thought of the abyss of wrath that separatrd man
from God, and of the kridee that Christ had thrown
across it. Christ has built such a bidee. It rests
not. or abutments, nor is it
sprung upon arches, for there s ne bottom to that
gulf, no resuag-place for the sole of the workinan’s
foot. It isa Suspension Bridge.—It was the first
ever built,. Aand while | rose beforc
me in all s stupendous majesty of conception ;
saw its ongin, and noted its strength and beauty,

[hat bridge is stretched from tower @ tower
I’H::\' between
fallen man and his justly offeaded Creator.

There stands on the shores of earth a mighty
structure built by God——it is the Tower of Justice.
Ou the heavealy shore stands another, equally
beauteous and strong, erected by the same great
Builder—it is the tower of Truth.

One day, when man was weeing over his fall,
ere he )'c-{ was expelled from Eden, the Son of
God beheld him from the baitlements of heaven.
Puty filled his soul, and he wafled a promise over.
It was this ;: ** He shalt bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his heel.,” The breezes of heaven
carried it far ; the zephyrs of Paradise caught it,
and it was fixed on the Tower of Truth. Thus a
single wire was passed. An angelic messeager
passed over upen it, and wiped away the tears of
penitence from the eyes of the fallen pair. And
1lllgl".\ ~Il‘l‘h‘ll4 «i other wires ACTOSS, ,r\”.l Uﬁl‘ll ‘)ug.
sed and rvp;u\'ml with messages of love. Promi-
ises were made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,and
every promise was an additional wire as strong as |
adamant. At last Moses came. He was taaght |

however, on prers

mused, o

across the bottomless chasm that

10 lay the wires parallel—w place across them a |l do uot think that lost which is spent in amusement | tures on the necessity of keeping the faith.

And Christ fore. !

| eye from the dangers of the passage.
| through and are last in the thick darkness.
{bridge s also too short.

to earth, that we all might know the bndge was
SeCUTre _”.; <l
'he bridge crosses the abyssmal voiud.—Dark-

ness and clouds rest upon i, and no man can se
its farther termunation. Thundes roll above 11, and
lightnings flash around, but sometimes, when the
He who
steps upon it walks by faith, and none but Jesus
was returned to tell us where the bndge

sun'shines. a rainhow spans 1t beautifully

will land

v a bodge for souls Bodwes cannot

You

. Nor even good works

ll\.——l'. S on

cross there, at le not now

!

good name

st ‘ANNOt  carry
YOur weaith, nor
Naked souls alone can be admitted there
Although Christ has built this structure at such
vast expense and toil, and although thousands have
been employed in pointing it out, it is found with
:'\u-o--un.u difficulty. One reason for this is, there

1¢ such a multitude of false bridges, each bearng
this name, and pretending to carry souls across
the dreary gulf.
streamn, pigruns are often deluded.
ecially appointed are continually ~'nmmug i the

“ Sinve the

Since no man can see across the
Messeagers

-
:

ears of travellers, 0 e n al

straight gate *’ while they doseribe the bridge, the

the passhge but are de-

;
cewved, nu:\\nhs!.md:ng,

gate, and tont; many

Of these false bridges, some are made by men,
and some by demons. Some seem
shadowy arches, or shades of abutments ; but all
are deceptive, for, the chasm being bottomless,

there 1s no foundation.

to stand on

Some are \lll(] to be \‘nilu‘n\'inn .‘\ri.‘g.-\-. hke the
but while the chams are mdeed fast 1
some point on earth, the other extremity 1s floating
in vacancy and attached nothing, like some
spider’s thread borne away uncertainly by the
wind. Allalong the banks of the river are gates
and avenues professing 10 lead to the great Sus
pension Bndge, and many a careless traveller is
led astray. Some have broad gates, with massive
pediments and architectural decorations of every
order of art.—Some have flattering and boastful
inscriptions, and the weary passenger is allured by
sp'eadid lights and music and revelry.

true one ;

10

The maltitudes that throng the way conceal the
path ; vou see not the chasms in the floor of the
bridge ; vou see not that for long distances there
s nuthm';v but the naked string-pieces to walk on,
and the tramp of countless thousands drowns the
wailings of those who disappear in the billows be-
veath. Here isone of them : Over the eatrance,

[ beautiful wilth Gothwe arches and adornings, =
written, “ Mystery ! Babylon the Great I  Cros.
ses and xm:n_‘:v\*. ‘mitres’ and  robes, erosiers and
hangings of scarlet, are there Mil.
lions pass that way. Small and great, rich and
poor receive the mark of the beast in their hands
or foreheads. It stands o shadowy supporters of
curious form, that are themselves tossed on the
flood. lnseriptions are on them, such as these :
Human merit, priestly absolution, transubstantia-
Many are
of the

in abundance

tion, extreme unction, death to Reretics
frantic, and are drunken with the
sats.

N
blood

There is another avenue leadine to another false
It 1s e lled the Bridge of the Pharisees
The self-righteous go there.—Thousands who
would make a menit of their sufférings, their alms,
| or their prayers—-those, too, who expect to win
heaven by scourgings, and fastings, and self~inflic-
ted austerities., and those who would add to the
deficiency ot their own deservings the ments of
| Christ—gnther together here. Well-dressed sin-
ners are here, and they thank God they are not
| publicans.—It is strange to sce among them some
of the worst men pleadiag their own nighteousness,
There comes a man with a load of blasphemy, but
he says he means no harm, his heartisgood. There
another, with a lond of licentionsness, but he savs
he is no worse than others, There another, who
confesses that he never prays, but in his own opin-
won he is better than some who do. These travel
on, finding fault wath others, and taking no heedto
thewr f‘nh'mps, and verv soon they find that the
bridge veaches not half across the gulf and tha
| there 1S no returning

crossing

Ounce morc—the Bridge of Presumption.—1er

the har, the swearer, thief and debauciiee, all
travelling together. They say there s no danger;
@od is love, and the bndge was concewed in love
and built in love ; that he loves the guilty ns well
as the good, and that they can carry their sins with
thems. They are warned o0, the contrary, but in
vain. Multitudes throng the way ; songs and dan-
cing beguile the tedium of the path, and divert the
Some fall

It only extends just
beyoud human view, where clouds and darkness
cover the gulf, and then the deluded victims find,
too late, that their sin was their destruction.

In the wudst of all these stands the gate to
Christ’s Suspension Bridge. Unpretending n its
structure, plain in its_appearance, it is often over-
looked. There are indices all over the plain,
pointing to the avenue, and saying, “ This is the
way, walk ye in it *“ Seek, and ye shall find.”
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Rures of Coxnuct.—1. Never lose any time

WATOHING--WHAT IS IT?
L s a batth

: Man contends with crafty foes,
who seek his immortal rain

”-‘ IS '|ulv'|1, iof he de-
sire to be, by the highest wisdom, by almighty pow-
Sull, He

must fight earnestly, wisely, perseveringly, or he

er us success 1s i Ins own keeping.

must fail, “" must neither pause vnd the \(l'\!;’,
nor sink nto dull forgetfulness after a victory To
lo 50, is 10 be surprised and conguered ; for his foe
Though foiled and beaten

15 still at hand, preparing some new stra-
} }

s wary and sleepless,

k»l\';\. y.l'

legy, by wihich 1o resume the warfare and wina tri
umph : Hence it is, that the voices of -\‘c"'\;»!tlﬁ
sound a constant alarm in the ear of the church
Chey iz like the blasts of a trumphet, in every

ear; bidding every man, who would overcome, to
Watch! “ What ! say umto you, I' say unto all,
Waren ™  “ Waich and pray, lest ye eater iato
temptation “ Let watch and
“ Watch thou in all things ; are its warning voices.

To watch, as every oue knows, s 10 be vigilant,
autentive, guarded,, and prepared. It implies the
perception of some threatening evil, which the
warcher s determined to resist.

us be sober.”

I'o be successful

he must know somewhat of the character of the ex-
pected foe. He must understand his objeet, and
the siragety, through which he may attempt its ac-

complishment. Otherwise, the mostintense watchs
fulness may be i vain, as can be seen i the fol-
lowing ilustration.

During some of the early wars of our English an-
cestors, with the aborigines of this country, a small
detachment of soldiers, stationed near the fortress,

had their seatinels posted along the margin of the

forest whach skirted the camp.  From one of these
out posts, a sentinel disappeared one mght, and o
traces of his departure could be found.  The next
night, during the same watch, a seeond one was
missing the night following, a third was jn like man-
ner lost. By this time the post had become aa ob-
ject of terror to the soldiers. Accordingly the
guard was doubled, and received orders to fire on
the first symptom of danger. But they too shared
the mysterious fate of theiwr comrades. The troops
now showed a manifest snwillingness to mount
guard on that dreadful spet at the faral hour ; and
the commander called for a volunteer, appealingto
the honor of his men, and to the obvious necessity
of garding every point. ‘The troops stood mute for
a few mnutes. Then a fine looking young wan
stepped forward and offered to run the nisk.  Ad
the appomtad hour, some of lus comrades hore him
company, begging him to fire at the first token of
danger, and wishing him farewell, with words and
looks which showed [hd‘.\ deemed him doomed to
the mysterious fate of their lost COmMPANIONS in arms,
The man, after examining the lock of his musket,
commenced pacing his prescribed distance with
every faculty full awake to his danger. An hour
pussed, and nothing disturbed him. He grew con-
fident. Another hour and he would be relieved.
One half of that hour too had expired, and he was
still safe. But now, through the deep gloom, he saw
something moving stealthily toward mm. He low:
ered s musket and kept his eye fastened upon the
approaching object. It moved so slowly, he fanci-
ed sometimes it was but a delusion of the bran

Then, again, he felt sure it did move, and was
on the point of firing ;
alarm restrained hun.

but the idea of giving a false

Presently he felt sure it was
r‘"u”_\ adv wcing, and it seemed to him to be a black
bear. He hesuated 0 alarm the camp for such an
enemy ; but observing that it made a quickened
movement, and stingulated by a strong unpulse, he
fired. The sceming animal sprang upward, groan-
ed, and lay still. “All the sentinels along the line
qhwh:n:'f_"-‘l-thn'.;' pieces, tl ,

»

e camp was aroused, the
ll'xm}l\ came rushing to the rescue and fouad the foe

be an Indian conce

aled m the skin of a bear!
The soldier’s ball had pierced lus heart and he

dead.

to

was

I'he Ta hans had

ipon the previons
poor men, unsu preious

The mvsterv was now solved
stolen in this guise
e

trick, and feanag t

itinels and
strancled them I
an alarm by f‘!"'l_ it a
hear, had permited their wily enemies 1 tea
ward them ; uni
disarm them ;

sealped bodws were

nean .-“,.“-{h o sprnag upoa and

l" i prey ’l.u'
ifterwards found i a

when they " ensy
SWARIM P,
covered with leaves and branches.
”’ re, the dea of
watchfulness il The
] llllqt‘\f.ul)al'f were intent on )
selves and the camp. But not uanderstanding the
stratagem of theiwr crafty adversary, they knew not
how to detect lus appr a;u"| : .

"\L'll, WwWe n y(v{v"".;?.v”

"
who penshed,

:
guarding both

have
lustrated. men

them-

A fter it was discover-
ed they were prepared to defend it, if attempted

This| again.

So in the spiritual life, it is essential to under-
stand the purpose of the great adversary, and the
! Without such
konowledge, the believer is almost sure to be over-
come, despite lus wetchfulness and care ; for he
cannot know what to watch, or where to expect
his foe, and must therefore fight disadvantage-

ml.\‘l_\'.
Now the grand obf®et( the tempter of men is 10

| persuade believers to cast away their confidence ;
that being the only means by which we can finally
destroy thein.

lans by which he aims to execute it.
|

Hence the stress laid by the Serip-

l’mn

floor of statutes and ordinances, and to secure it by | or recreation some time every day ; but always be | sums up his Christian life, and states as its triam-

a parapet of peculiar laws. The prophet came, |

laid it in its place —Christ himself came.

in the habit of being employed.

_ 2. Never err the |
and each brought a wire, a chain of promise, and | least in the truth. 3. Never say an ill thing of a | the faith, therefore, is the object ®r which the good |
He and | person when thou canst say a good thing of him ;| mar contends. To induce him 1o cast it away. is

ph:xm results, that he had * kept rlw_fnirh.“ To keep

his apostles labored diligeat!y upon it until it was | not onely speak charitably but feel so. 4. Néver| the aim of sutan. The whole battle ot life is fou-

finished.

He wove the promuses logether inchains

be irritable or unkind to any body. 5. Never in-

gh! at this pomt, and for these ssues. The man

of everlasting strength, secured them well at either | dulge in any luxuries that are unnecessary. 6. Do | coutends for his faith ; the tempter seeks to destroy
termination, and heviag done this, said, * It is fin- | all things with censideration, and when thy path to| it.

shed ™

He then crossed the bridge himself, and | act right is most difficult, feel confidence in that |

carried with him a single soul. —To give confidence | power alone which is able to assist thee, and exert| tian disciple watch his faith !

Knowiag this, how stadiously should the Chris- |
How suspiciobisly

ee, or solietation which n any way, teuds to wea-
ken his confidenes in God, or to dim his vision of
P With what keen attention and
guardedness of mind, should be observe the rela-
tuon of hus habits of thought, of conversation, of bu.
siness, or of indulgence, to the growth or dimunition
of s fanth ! For thus o observe is to waich, and
thus te watch is to be saved from surprise, aud con-
sequent defeat—ifor a faith thus resolutely guarded
will in all probability, be kept ; until, standiag 1
full view of the heavenly city, with its golden light
pouring a flood of glory upon his seul, the victori-
ous believer exclaims with Paul, « | ?‘u\‘linni.cd
my course, | have kept the faith ; henceforth there
19 laid up for me a crown of rightcousness i——Zion’s

'{' rald.

\ixlril»l‘l! objects
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LEAVES, WITHOUT FAUIT.

Churist cursed the fig-tree, and it withered under
his frown because whean he came to it he found
leaves upon it but no fruit. It wore the appearan.
ce of thrifty, vigorous, and productive hife ; bat that
life came to nothing. It had no results.  The tree |
did not accomplish its office. Tt did not falfitl
promises, even ; and when he lTooked to pluck rnpe
figs from i, w0 satisfy his huager, it offered Tum
only the useless foliage. Therefore he cursed u ;
and the very same power that gave sight to the blind
and hearing to the deaf, and strength to the lame,
and life to the dead, the power that was always con-
wolled by wisdom, destroyed the fig-tree, instantly
and utterly, because of his barrenness in the
midst of large premises.—There s a moral n
this fact.

How many Christian professors are there, who
| have Leaves but noFruit! ‘The doctrines of Chris-
uamty, wtellectuallv believed, frequently announ-
ced, perhaps argued for, gloned ia, are these Lea-

ves ; and beantiful they arve, glossy, complete, the
| creatures of God. But there is no fruit. of prons,
noble and self-denying Aetion, beneath the foliage

and so it is worthless.—The forms of religious ob-

| servances are such leaves ; attendance on prayer.

| meetngs ; an ausiere countenance ; or certain hab-

itual tricks of speech, by whichall men may recog- |
| nise them as *professors.” But the fruit, of progress |
| in spiritual knowledge, of philanthropic action and
L of pure affection, is not found in their life. They

are trying to hive with no other expenditure of re-

solution, and no other reliance oy Dixine assistance,
than is needful to preserve this external leaflessness,
and 1o have their foliage rustle in all winds, So it

signifies nothing. —Perhaps a habat of excellent me-

rality, cheerfuluess of temper, constitutional hope-

fulness and buoyancy of spirit, are their leaves':
and still amid all this glad and green array so rich
and refreshing to the eye of taste, the golden fruit

of Christian atfectious is utterly wanting. There is
natural eheerfulness of demeanour, but not a per-

sonal love for Chnst, that will transform trial, and

coaquer temptation, and overcome Death '—The

fruits of the Spirit, as Paul enumerates them, are |
‘ Lowg ; Jox ; PEAck : LONG-SUFFERING ; GENTLE-

vEss ; Goooness ; Fare ; Megxsess, Temrer-

ance-"" Against such, he adds, as with a beautiful

smile, * there is no law,’ of God or of man. Ex-

cept then we have and show these rruiTs of Chris- |
tianity, in the life, we have reason to fear that all!
our glowing dress of sentiment, of doctrinal convie-

tion, of pious formalities, 1s sunply foliage ; not

beautifal to Chrnist, whe understands us real char-|
acter, but obnoxious and hateful to him be-
cause hollow and insincere ; a semblance, wnh(ml’
substance.

Oomy

The same rule of judgment applicsas readily to
lnstitutions as to mea ; to churches, for example,
that are full of worshippers, and solemn or splen-
did in their usages and forms, but within which is
pride, ostentation, and not charity ; ambition for po-
pularity, and not the beauty of self-denial. Tt ap.
plies o philanthropic and missionary associations ;
whose machwnary s ample, whose apparent opera-
tions are wide and wmposing, but who stll accom-
plish hittle of spaintual good to those for whom they
wt ; who are more mtent on the reputation of large
of knowledgo
wing in the souls which they affect.

and well-
- Ecerywhere

theve is peri, lest the tnal shall be made to substi.

wtion, than on the fruits
’

tute fohage as dent for fruit ; and evepy.
certamn that 1t cannot be made with sue-

cess or with safety

an Q‘q.h.
where it 1s
beneath God’s administration.
Christ is not decerved by it: and against precisely
this hus frown and his carse are most ‘x.\\'p'xr"(\g‘:\'
l-!"‘ﬂ';l!(' '

Itis a reason for cautions and frequent self-ex- |
amination ; a reason for prayer, for bamility, and
for activity, ever mcreasmg and ever renewed, in
the service of the Master. And let him that thin-
keth that Ae standeth surely, take heed last he fall

before all others '—N. Y. Independant.
JV‘AMNWVV\N\NV\JV\

THE DIFFERENCE.

As a gentleman was walking in the street, he saw
at some distance ahead, half a dozen men procee. !
ding at a slow and measured step to their day’s
work. In a misute or two, he overtook them, and
soon looked back upon them far in the distance.
“ What makes the difference 2" sgid he to himself.
““| was the son of a poor laboring man. Why am
I not like these men, now plodding on in the same
condition of poverty and toil >  Evidently for the
same reason that | have left them far behind me.
| From my earliest childhood whencver | have had
anything to do, | bave done it with my might, whe- |
ther working by the day or by the job. T'hese men |
are working for others—I| suppose by the day.|
They will take a* slow and easy’ motion. They|
will plod on se, through life, and never rise nn'y!
higher- If we would win the prize, we must run

10 his followers, he returned again across the bridge ' thine own powers as faras thev go.— Flizabeth Fry.| should he serutinize every fact, suggestion, influen- | for it.”—N. Y. Observer.

t L. 8% ‘
83 ed no sympathy in unfrieadly minds

CHINESE REBELLION.
The Bishop of Vietoria, in his charge delivered

to 'H\l'f"l‘g) ,at Sl :11\;‘!;;10 on the 20th October last,

refered to the important movement in China, in con-
nection with Protestant Missions there, in the fol-

lowing manner

We have arrived at an important era of Protes.
tant missions in China. Unwilling to count our con-
verts by the measure of promiscuous baptisms, we
have in pust times chosen rather to await the de.
cent of God the Holy Spirit upon our work, than to
build a spiritual fabric on the rotten foundation of
a barren formalissh. We were often asked.
“ Where are the proofs of success, or the ‘signs of
progress in Protestant missions ?  Rome, with her
14 bishops, her 84 European missionaries, her 135
native priests, her 14 colleges and seminariés, her
326 churches and chapels, and her estirnate of 315.-
000 bapuised converts—counts her children i ¢ve-
ry provimce. WHhiere"are thost who form the be-
gnings of the Protestant Christian Church in Chi-
na " We had a veply which, while it satisfied the
student of missionary records of the past, awaken-
It has been
a distingmshing principle of Protestant misglons in
China to give pre-cminent honour to the nspired
Word of God. The translation and circulation of
the Holy Secriptures have from the commeneement
of the present century occupied a prominent pg

attention and the labour of Protestant

sionary socicties, Unable to point to numerous in-
stances of positive submission to the holy restraints
of the Gospel, we nevertheless trusted m the -
vine promise and patiently abided God’s time. We
looked forward, in faith to the results of a wide
spread moral inpression, assured that the seeds of
Scriptural truth, sown w n!o-ly and sinking deeply
into the minds of the people, would hercalfter, un-
der the vivifying power of God’s Hely Spirit, be-
come pregnant with life, produce a harvest of joy
und Lrang forth the fruits of a spiriwal influence
the Learts and lives of the people.

_And now at length a sudden gleam of hope streaks
the horizon, and the dawn of a brighter day succeeds

to d  ight Uf\th[ﬂ“'.l.: ‘The
ﬂmm:’i&: a'n}‘?z" #mn:m hmkﬂ.“ist:-ifnft??t

i past years along the coast and especially in the

provinee of Cunton—have at length, as messengers

of mercy, wingvd their flight iuto the far interior,
- "3 o T . . 7Y % s 2

and givén an impulse to a moye e{ wifich appears

likely to issud i e Mot remarkabfe Fevolution of

modern times.

in the

K

It is well known that the leader of the nsurgent
party,is considerably informed in the doctrine of the
Bible ; and various have been the conjectures asto
the channel thre wuagh which he obtaine! instruction.
The Bishop’s charge has the following in relation
to this. The native preacher, Leang Afa, refered
to, was the first convert to christianity ; the fruit
of Dr. Morrison’s labour, the first Missionary seut
out h‘_v the London Missionary Society :— .

Numerous, doubtless, have been the unknown
-}‘h:lnnel\- through whicik a wide-extended moral
impression has been communicated to the distant
localities of the interior. But atthe present time,
and in the absence of more mtimate access to the
lasurgent army—the only known facts refer to the
circumstances under which the lnsurgvut chief ar-
rived at his knowledge of Christian truth. Twen-
ty years ago a native preacher who now sury Ives,
Leang Afa, distributed scveral thousand copies
of a Christian book composed by himself, and con-
taining lengthened extracts from the Bible in the
form of Seripture lessons, interspersed with
own summary of Christian doctrine. In the jour-
nal of the late Dr. Morrison, the first Protestant
missiony to Chma, there occur notices of this
Chrishan native haviag disposed of large numbers
of this and other books a
to the cit

his

nong the crowds attracted

vy of Canton on the occasion of the provin-

examination, for literary degrees. ,‘\mu»r.fu‘g
to information r»-t‘v-‘v!"": supplied by a relative of
the Tasurgent chief who visited Hong-K ap-

: _ t
pears that in the w 1834 one scholary destined
mna

ong, it
probability to fulfil a conspicuous part 1 the
history ol the empire, recerved from an aged man,
whose deseription evidently points to no other than
Leang Afa, a copy of the above mentioned work
entitled “ Keven She Leang Yen,” “ Good words
for exhorting the Age.” He took with hum to his
distant home these firstelements of Christian truth,
and pondered over the important doctrines which
they contained. Seven years ago the same native
returned to Canton, and as an wnquirer after Chris-
tranity, became for two months an inmate in the
house of an American Missionary. Partially en-
lightened as to the Christian religion, and before
he was even admitted to Christian baptism, he re-
tired to his native district n the interior. The
dreams of s excited brain during a period of
sickness, under which he laboured after his first
acquaintance with (‘hrrilianit}‘. appear to have
been mistaken for a personal revelation from God.
He communicates Christian doctrines to others ;
and the number of Christian professors multiplies.
[ the strength of awaking earnestness, they decry
and denounce the 1d0hnry of theiwr m-ighb:»urs. :

The seet attracts the notice of the magistrates.
Persecution essays its power; resistance follows :
and at length a collision ensues. What at ficst was
a mere local rising n many of its adherents, engen-
1At‘lr":l‘ perbaps more by civil discontent than by re-
ligious fervour grows at length to a formidable re-
bellien. The mfusion of a religious element im-
parts an energy and vigour to the movement, for
which the usual impassability of the native mind ren-
deted us unprepared. The corruption and weak-
ness of the native Government, and the popular ha-
tred of the dominant Manchow Ta ars—strengihen




