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He grves unto you eternal life
so, he presses t on your

: and not only
regard and accept-

ance, by motives the most powerful, address-

Salvation a Gift, not an Offer.

ed to your hopes and your fears,
father held out the crown, and simply offered

Had the

o, and then wrned away——had the rnch man

And thes is the record, that God hath given ¢

ve timoption. It = the piff of God as

we who possess it. This s regarded as
se and unguarded language by manv, and
gmatised as anscriptumal and dangerous by
wy more. Bul, see—a father wants o do
« children a favour ; he calis them around
mble, and gives sach of them a crown ;
vs Gown one 10 each ; buds them mke
i be hapov. Some of them take and

ket the gifi, and say, father hath given
fus a2 crown,. (hhers of them, un-
sullen, r~fuse w finger it; bu
they deny that it = given them ? No,!
v B @ just as freely and fully given w0
« who have not deigned 1o approprate it,
$ 1o those whe Dave, and who now re-

n the possession of it.  Again, see tha

W beggars—hungry and fuin:, they stan
Ch man s goor, ﬁ'm»m. :
and whose character they traduce ; and
Kpows il—vetl he gathers them around the
e, and sets before each of them whole.
ne and subkantal fare, and urges
and drink., But, before anv om
| ask, = not the provision w0 all, and
all 7 Assuredivt s '—none will denv

Well, some ext, und some refuse o ea:

es thes alter the fact 7 Not n the shightes:
egree | 1t s the rich man’s free gift w one
s well as another, There they all sit—no
¢ has removed the provisions from the mbie;

s just as truly a gift 1o those who have not
1en, as WS 10 those who are now satshed
with bread. Look, then, 1o the words before
and remember that so loved the

Al i and

however, they

them
o ent

Rt 1 { N

¢ God

worid, that He geve his ounly begotten Son,
'ha! whosoever bel eveth

m him should no
wrish, but have everiasting life.” It is freely

granted, according to obviogs fact, and the
enive beanng of Holy Scripture, that ouly
nose belwve are sn pessession 3f eternal itfe,

it il s just as phunly deciared that ot is the
ee gift of God to all ; heace, the Lord thes
-omplan, * Rer ve will not come 10 me tha
* might have and saith the apost
rod hath given to ur eternal life." But, you
may reply, * Whatever may be the force of
ihese rerrarks and Huostratwons, can these
words mclude anv but John and other beliey
ers 77 Most assuredly they can, and they do
nclude, to say the least, all to whom the gos-
comes ; he hath gicen to you, O unbel er-
ers, etermal life ! For, look w the preceding
erse, * He that beleveth not God bath made
na lmr OF course, when vou disbelieve
any siatement made by any nhc-. vou make
™ a Dar-—you treat lnm as a har . bul the
jsestin  heve 15, on what pount does the un-
make lmr 7 The apostle
wwors, * Because he believeth not the record
thet God gave of his Son: *and the the
ostie continues, ‘s the cecord, that
bath goven 0 us eternal e’ This, then,
s« iae very vecord ou whech the smper op-
oses the God of love ; he, and not the be-
{wver, surely, makes God a har ; and the lie
which he fastens upon Ged = thes, The! ms
HATH NoT GITEN To Us slernal Jife, as sia'ed
w the record ; but if there be no gift of eter-
aal life w0 the suapner—il therc be no such
deciaration 12 the * the record.” then he exn-
e be churged with the crime of makiug God
: bwe.  If the dwcomented children had scen
1t orean, but only a move of their father's
sand, @0 ivame couid have atrached w0 them
i thar sullen demeanour ; o the nch man
ad set wpon the table onilv empty dishes, the
scostemmed beggars could not have been
vned becanie they did not eat. And if
« trme that God, ia the record, hath gives
ternsl e only 10 the belever, then the un-
wiever cannot be blamed for saying that

le ;

] Lah Bakd k__",." a

(yod

oot be blamed for regarding the record ad-
ressed te hin as a collection of mere words
anng netheeg in 1t of any real walve ; sor’
-an fe beoharged with the sin of making God |
1 lme, for b conviction accords with the
cewal the apponent., and that view . 1! 1s mawn-
el s the wuth of the case! God, the
sod @f wath—mwsth fear and wremblng be
writies —wonld makr himse!f o liar, . while
tm amed, ¢ He hath given 0 os cwernal life]
ae hath givenmoeuch thing.  But, blessed b
wul, ol this s sewersed ; he * hath given 1o
o eterms| life’'—gives & to those who bave
v there tiwbelmwod the record, as well as 1o
whe sulbathers who bave received . It =’

wid, sndeed, m e foliowing verse, * fle 1hat
aih the Beo bath &fc - and be that hath pot
‘e See btk oot life * but this s

you." merly a theaire, was, i - ssual crowged. His other mstances they

stretched forth mv hands sato a
¥y o you who are destitiie of it, as it s w0 and gamsaving peopie

heard so much from the
not suy, | offer my Son, but
Gues DOt say

nay, Ar draws sinners &

Wered the food, and instant/y withdrawn o

us eternal life ; and this life is i his Son." —he children, the beggars, might bave
! Johm v, 11.—~God Aath given 1o ws cternal theaght there was no proof of sincernty in the
ihe —=What is it 2—~How hath he given it ? offer; but the things adverted 10 were really
"o whom hath God given eternal lite 7 The geren; and the illustratton has not been made
\postie says, he hath given it “‘to ws." John % mondd the truth, but w0 aecord with the
2s t—=Mary has it—all belicvers have it; wath. For Jesos * stands st the door ane

w else have it in possession ; but they Emocks’—God says, ‘All day long 1 have

{isobedent

and so, * precept

hath been upon precept, precent upon precept;
line uwoon line,
tanons of
gmor—are
* offer’ and

The manifes-
od’s
terms
which we have
lips of men. God does
I gave ham; he
=, but Iﬂ«x:"‘ o,
THE GREAT GIFT by
his truth, and love, and eternal mercy ; and,
Soaltv, e condemns unbhehevers for not re-

ne upon f1pe

God's love—<the

mns of

feebhiy expressed bv tiwe

* gospel n_l—---‘_ ol

, | offer eternx

ceiring * his unspeakable gt and with ham
eternal Iife, in all its blessings ;: which he
would not do were not provided for them
and gwren to thrm Why, then, s the crown

not in every pocket ’ Why s the breed not
n every mouth O, why s eternal life s

every Sgner's possession e blame
crear'y rests on (he thankiess and unbelieving
paries; * let God be 'rue, and every man a
har.' R s plain, O sizners, that God hatt

grven (o you eternal Lile
be'ween vou and

s 198 o v u.!fv'renve
belwvers,
tha! vou refuse 1o be gathered, : nd 10 be
that you may have the hife
the diffe rence is tmmensr ;
are Diotied oul,

this Tespect, s,
eve,
in possession. But
the beiwever s sins
yOurs are chargeable
vou still, aggravated by the iact that you are
despising GGod’s unspeckable gift, and outrng-

ing everlasing Christian

1IDOU

love . —(rigsyow

News.
Old Thomsas Bennett.
If, dear reader, vou are an o'd man, and

have through life been thrown mto varous
posiions, and have known a great vanety of
persons ; f you have Yept your eyes and ears
open, and have calied prenty frequentlv oo
vour memory 0 brning before vou the scepes
of other days, vou are ofien surprised at the
vividness with which vou can'resee the everts

of forty or Gfiv vears ag Such a pleasamt
surprise have | enjoved the last honr or rwe
w thinking of a mumister | ofte~ used w0 hear
im my chidhood—:he Rev. Thonms Bennen

vsually called by his aeighbours, not from dis-
respect but famihierity—* (Ad Thomas Ben-
pet.”

The good old man was a Welshman, and

had all the hre, the guickness, and the ener
gv of hss nanwn O, was delightful, boy,
as | was, 0 attend a praver meeting when he
conducted ' 1 would commence as the

crock struck the
He wouid beg
the privileze of
every

nomen! of i1s announce neg

0 wilh 2 ssplence Oor two o8

s meeting, hape that
cuitivale s proper spint,
ask the brethren w be shornt and
having suag, perhaps two
ask two Drethron W
prayer

such
one woulc
Lively, and
verses, he would
follow each other w
a few sentences more of exhoration
would follow, then another werse ol a hyen
then twd shor!/ pravers (—and so 1010 an hour
he would condense five addresses, as maoy
if & any time a
exceed four or five
i, and warn the nex!
bruther aganst being 100 loag, elling them 1o
ask God for what they wanied, and then leave
off. Never did | know such meetmgs as
those ! They were lively, devotional, animea-
ted, and never longer than aa hour. They
were always well anended, and during the
week would afford moere nterest than a ser-
mon, and secure double the number of attend-
ants. Ofien have | seen four hundred or
more persons at such Monday eveming ser-
vices, and every one would come away full of
happiness and joy.

| wish, reader, | could give you a full
and correct ides of his poeaching. OF al
the men | ever knew, Mr. Beooett was the
most expenimental m s sermons, yet there
was no sameness.  lagenuity, nature, and not
unirequently Aumowr marked his very ad
dress. One thing s certmn—what he said
could pever be . and bowever s

singmgs, and 'ena pravers
brothe- should happen 1w
mmuies, he wouid notwce

i

- wielligeut
final irumpt of we Christas over ".‘1'5"‘ lately, and when the first bnght reys
]‘heh-dtkmuhﬂydi‘m'....h‘ weicome tell upoa s

ext was the exhortation of Paal, * So rua that

ve mav obiair 1 Cor.9: 24 His mtre-
doction, | well remember, was all ncluded
in three or four sentences illustrative of the

Olympic games, and they would relate, first,
to the starting chair, secondiy, 1o the race
course, thirdlv the rooners fourthly, the mark
on which the eve must be fixed, fifthly, the
grand prize, and lastly, the exhoraunon here
given. The heads, given 1 his short,
tenlious way, mapiilv anpounced, and 1 the
Woelsh tone, were in a moment indelibly fixed
on the memory in gowng over hee hoads of
discourse he placed the publican’s prayer, as
the starting pomni of the Christian career, and
tolé us that he who had never prayed * God
be merciful 10 me a sper.’ could not be m
the wav 10 heaven. The moe course was
sirajghi, dwrect'y leading, W hout a wmmngle
curve, carh 10 heavelh . moreover, N
would admut the
sinoer, peither s pride nor aav oiher abject
could trave! with hum, and se blessedly was
the course thal once | i, the
aot return 0 his former dan-
considering the runners, he earnest-
v recommende run o their knees
with the Bible 1 their hands, assuting them |
be no failure ; the mark

band of Chnst, which

sen-

from

Was Darrow, so thatl whaile 0

constracied
irave.ier col
.v_'! rs

them w0

~atl thus there Could

was the eve and ™he

must not for a moment be lost sight of, lnd‘

ihe prige

crow

was—pot the parsiey or the arrel
glonous, fadeirss
happiness,. When
head—ihal ¢f exhortation,
Wie runpers and

again 1010 the aged, those

ol sarith —but the
crown of eternal ife and
I Came 10 s as

and divided

s audience

speciators, and then

who were voung, he gave a series of coun
sels, whic i not but be useful, but which
n this fastidious and polished age would be

for * fast” as we are
the general path which
As Wants has

sadly found fault wu
Bow, it 1S,
Tads
s,

alas,
o eerna jesiructhion

n a different way,
dowuware road.’

Each wandering :
But all the

-~ Watchman and Reflector

Don’t Resd to Fast.

the Bible, who stumblie
dificuines, might be relieved
bv adhering advice of an un-
wught African o a troubledd -
guirer. 1he anecdote s found i Dr. Beich-
er's volume oa the clergy of Amenca :

A respeciable man, who had become inter-
the subject of religion, and who had

soime carnesiness 10 ssarch the
but a rew chapters, when
perplexed wilh some of

*hose passages wiich an nsp red

Maoy readers of
wer docinnda
the sumpie

preacher,

esied on
begun w
Scriptures, had rea
he Dbecame greally

apostie Ce-

.

in tins
of mind he repaired 10 a colored preach-

clared 10 be * hard 1o be undersiood.’
stle
pstructnion and hein, and found him, at
Iry day ia summer, laborious!y
corn, Asthe man ap-
wilh pairarcha: sun-

er ior
npoan, on a su
engaged o

Droaced, Lhe

noe :.gl -
preacher,
piicity, 'eanedc

‘ Uncle Jack,” saad he, *

upon his hoe, apd siened

s story | have dis-

covered latelv that | smmner ;: and

ama ;"‘a'.

| have commenced reading the Bible that |
may learn what | must do o be saved. Buwt
| bave met with a passage here holding up

which | knew not what
it s this: *‘ God will have mercy
e will have mercy, and whom he hardepeth.’
\V hat does this A short pause n-
id Aincan replied as fo

| have bwen nghtly mform-

his Bible o do with

on whom

mean -
ervened, and ihe
‘ Maswer, of
ed, it has boen but a gay or two since you be -
gan 0 read the Bible; and, f | remember
nghtly, that nassage vou have mentioned s
away voonder in Romans ; leng before you
get 10 that, at the very be_runing of the Gos-
pel, it is said, * Repent for the kingdom of
heaven s ot hand!” New, have you done
that 7 The vuth s, vou have read entirely
wo fast. You must begn agamn, and take
things as (rod has been picased 10 place them
When you have dome ail you are told 10 do
Matthew, copve and wlk about Romans.
Hawving tbu!*mverﬂ:. the vid preacher re-
sumed s work, and left the man w0 his owa
reflections Who does not admire the simn-
plicity and guod sense which characterized
thus reply 7 Could the most learned polemuc
more effectually heve met and disposed of
such a difficchty ? The geatlemas partics.
larly imerested 10 this wcident, gave an ac-
count of it with his own lips, and sad, ‘h
convinced me most fully of the mstake o
which | had fallen. | 1wk the old man's ad-

QWS

vice ; | soon saw its propriety and wisdom, |

and bope 0 biess Ged forever for sending me
to him.’
rdust o Know.'
Not a fcw Chnsuans are under the delu-
sion tha! many of the unsaved know eocough,

beleviag such convicied hars, and the oter- g0d he said carnestiy— Oh, | see it just to

ing s S0 mo-
‘mentous & matier, but because the Oxz
sxowx is 30 truly a Pather, atd w0 kiod a

At another ume, oo a Sabbath Mh‘?dﬂ.n‘w sufficient a Saviour, that i is
asevuaced that he bad sodersivod the burse- unpossibe 0 koow him without being biessed.

Jj T 1 gc

ur i guLORes 1o cume.’

Waﬁcmby;‘&naqb’hg_udeuof nstapces the prodigals
ill begwo this evening
=t anil-pant aix ; mvite, lear (rends. all vour

of God's family think their Father hates
thewm. I8 wery menv instances they believe
- tha’ he cares nethiag for em whatever. lu
imagine that be bas

| of every precious sowl 18 10 be found m be-

passed them over m what 1s called his * sove-
reignty,’ and left them withou® the possibility
of hope for eternity. To many, who have had
the very best memns of nstructhion, the
thought of God feeling more for

the kindest mother for
child, is unterly strange. They have no idea
of infinite love—they have not even formed {
the conception of such » sentiment Itis of
the greatest momeat that all should keep this in
mind Our great work as
make our God known, and the eternal life of

them than

feels her darhng

Chrstians 18 0

coming acquamted with him That s the
great matter— ‘JUST TO ENOW MIN.'
than the kindest parent 10 the orphan—better

than the most loving husband 10 the widew—

better than millions of gold 1o the noor and ¢

embarrassed—better than the best of health

10 the sicklv—bhetter far than life melf 10 the consider theiwr ways and exammne the nature
dving —infinitely better than all a man can  of christianity.
few enquirers.

ever env besides, is the God asd Savour re-
vealed n the gospel ; and the mim| becomes
full of him when he is but known. Dear reader
coasider this precious Frnend, and let 'he
concentrated interest of your heart gather
roand the discovery of God JL K

Indian Commentary

* Cast thy bread upon the waters ; for thoa |
shalt find it afler many days’—Eece. 11: L.§

Some years ago one of the preachers of the
Mohegan tribe of Indians, which tribe 1s situ-
aed on the Thames, between Norwich and
New London, was preaching om the above
text. To illustrate his subj>ct and » enforce
his doctrine of chaiity, he brought forward a
circams*ance that transpired ‘0 ns early days.
To wse his own language, he observed : * A
certain man was gowng from Norwich 1o New
London with a loaded team ; on attempling
> ascend t™e hill indian lives, he
found that his team couid not draw s load ;
he came 1o Indian, and got him 10 help him
up with his oxen. After he had got up, he
asked [ndian what Indian tell
him to do as much for somebody else. Some-
nme afterward, indian wanted a canoe,—he
went up Shetucket River, found a tree, and
made him one. When bhe got & done, he
could oot get it to the niver. Accordingly be
went to a man and offered him all the mouney
ne had if he would go and draw 1t to the
River for h'm. The man observed, he would
go. Afier getting it 1o the river, Indian of-
fered 10 pay him. No, said the man :—don"t
vou recollect so long age helping man up the
hill by your house? Yes. Weil, | am the
man,—:here take your canoce and go home.
So, | fiwd it afler many days.'— Religows

Messenger

N here

was o pav

——

Gospel in China.

The following s from the last Annuval Re-
port of the London Missionary Seciety :—

The propagating the gospel

o this vast region of 1dolatry have boen greatly

mulitiphed, and the prospects of enlarged suc-

cess have become ncrzas.ngly eacouraging

At each of the four principal Stations oc-

‘our musswonares there have

faciiities for

cupred by been
ssions 10 the faith of Chnst,
A: Amov, forty-five addiuonal candidates for
chnsuan fellowsh p have beea received, and
 members o the several Chinese
chu.ches now amount ‘0 about two hundred

Among Chnst:ans are several China-
men of distinguished iterary atainments, and
ceeply read m the philos !'»ﬂ_\‘ of Confucius ;
but ‘ placed themselves at
of the Great Teacher, and entered the king-
dom of God as Intle chidren.

4 =
A £004 pr

many direc! conve

e pumbder

the
they have

lhe feet

wornon of the church
are females, 10 whom,

memoers
a China, as @ all On-
ental countries, access s difficult. But the
devoted wives of our misswogares bave been
the r first justructors, and the few thus brought
to the knowledge of salvation have, i thew
turp, become teachers of their sex.

Of al
ers, none has been so stubbornly opposed w0
the Chnstian Missionary as Canton. Here
the venerable Leang-afa closed his earthly
course, afier having for maov vears fathfully
proclaimed the gospel, o humasn apprehen-
sion, almost ' yaio ; and here, wo, Dr. Hob-
son, o addition 1o the benevolent exertion of
his medica! skill on bebaif of thousands of
the poor and afflicted, has long and faithfully
performed the work of an evangelst ; and
yet, from year 10 year, he bhas been coun-
stramed to reterate the mournful miquiry—
“ Who hath believed our report, and to whom
|is the arm of the Lord vevenled:™ Ba m
length s prayer s answered, and s reward
| gven. Dr. Legge descmbes the happy event
| w the following terms, under daie February
| 13th -
| “Dr. Hobson had written 1o me repeatedly
| concerning the application made o him by
Chwsese for baptise , and when | went up w
Caston soon afier the new year, } found a
state of things s the hospital difleres: from
what | had ever seen before.
gospel bad, o many, taken the place of ».
difierence. A gewwml warmth of feeling bad
dispossessed the cold-heanedoess which had

the

cities of China opeo ‘o foreign-

progress
crowned with the divine blessing.
the joy which | feit on the occasmon, because
»f the mcrease of the church of Christ, was
the delight of sympathy with Dr. Hobsoa,
who has held 1o his post under mauy and
great discouragements.

Betiter countrymen.
from Shanhae : —

lnterest ia the

Praversand pains have at last been
Next w0

May the Spirit of
yod be poured out abundaatly in connection

with the varnous operations whieh he is man-

aining."
e communications of - our Missionary

Brethren abound with grat:fying peoof of the
anmiety and zeal eviaced by the christian
converts for the salvation of their heathen

The following » an illustration

“ The convert Wang-chuh-Sheeng, in the |
-apacity of colporteur, shows great diligence
n exhorting those with whom he meets to

He has drought to us not a
His duties are such as he
takes pleasure in, and we feel confidence in
him that he employs his twme conscientiously
m promoting the objects for which he is en-
gaged by us. Seu-yue-chow aiso has several
enquirers, who visit him daily at daybreak for
reading the Scriptures and prayer. They |
spend more than an hour w this exercise be- |
fore they separate 10 e i their v: sious
trades aad occupations. also frequently
sodresses larger audences, and combines |
great earnesiness with plaid statements of
gospel truth. Our litle church, few as its
sumbers still are, thus appears to contain |
within it the elements of self-extension and |
the beginnings of a native agemcy, which we |
believe will, through the blessng of God, ef- |
fect great good. ;
The services of the sanctuary, both on the |
Sabbath and at other seasons, are nurmerously |
attended, and the attention and revereatial |
manners of the hearers present a striking con- |
trast to the mdifference and levry winch they |
formerly exhibited. ‘
Dr. Medhurst reports ~— :
“ The spirit of hearing is wonderfully in-
creased. Our chapels are attended by hun- |
dreds daily, and sometimes twice a-day. A
species of protracted meeting » held, one
missionary takmg up the story as soon as the
other has finished s address. As soon as
the chapel doors are opened, at any hour, and
on every dav, there are always enough 0 oc-
cupy the seats. Sunday bas ceased 1o be
with us the special day for paipit labour, every
day is the same, and coouaual preaching has
become our business.™
“ During a missionary tour,” writes the
Rev. William Muirbead, * wiich | lately un.
dortock, with Mr. Williamson and cne of the
col!porteurs, we enjoyed many dehghtful op-
portuaities of making known the truth as it is
m Jesus. We visited in all sisteen different
towns and cities, some of which had never
previously been entered bw the heraids of the
cross, though that indeed is no uwacommon
case in this thickly studded and populous
neighbourhood. At all these various places
we were well received. The people gener-
ally were willing and ready to hear, and most
anxious 10 obtain our re'igioas books. Where-
ever we weot there were large and attentive
congregations, and at some places the people
were assembied on both mdes of the stream,
and oa bridges immediately @ froot, to whom
we were at liberty 1o speak in the freest man-
ner, the things that belonged to their everlast-
ng peace. [ his was the case in the city of
Kia.shen, at the distance of every two or
three bundred vards, of which the colportuer
and | ook full advantage, re! :evmg each other
by turns. The occasion was truly interest-
wg. The whole city seemed 10 be gathered
together at different points to meet us on our
way,so that thousands must have had the
opportunity of hearing inteligbly the way of
salvation announced to them. But not osly at
that place, at the city of Wir Kiang also we
were smilarly situated. There, at one time,
while the boat was goiog on, | observed a
arge temple on our left with a sumber of
priests, and a crowa of people pressing oo
each other in front of . [mmediately before
me there was a stone bridge ned with spec-
wiors, while on the right there was a high
wall, oo which was iescribed o large charac-

.

ters the watchword of ldolatry, O-mui-toh-Fuh. |

This was a stimulus sufficiest, and from the
op of the boat the colporeur and myse!f ad-
dressed the multitude on the felly, guilt, and
danger of idolatry, and the negessity of repen-
wmoce and faith ia Christ. We were listened
10 very quietly, and at the close even the
priestscame and seat for copres of cur books.’

Thas 1t » evident that, as God has set be-
fore bis servants a wide and effeciual door,

o tour in.ghe Lovent, in bebelf of

i

‘ every '
‘Iodo‘un-n-.d mierest in the Bible,

:
i
i

serve their fasts and festivals with the same
|striciness as of old. Their mosques age more

|
|
f

| and pei

' the firman bas been published, he declares
| poblicly, “ | am free sow 10 do- as | please

imet s his Prophet,""—yet but few of the
faithful heed the call.
{tered their mosques at mid-dny, the chief
| hour of prayer, and found only here and
there, an Arab or Turk lisiessly going through
with his devotions. This is also true n
Egypt, where the Mohammedane were for-
| merly the most bigotied and fanatical.
a single old mosque ia Cawo s mow in res-
pectable repair, they are all falling into de-
cay.
“ when the great mesque of Amer, founded
by the conqueror of the citv,begins to decline,
e doomt of Islamisre is senled.””
are already crumbiing on their foundanons,
and from its ruiged eondition, | should judge
that no Moslem ever entered i¢ for praver.

I bave frequently en-

Nﬂt
There is a Mussuiman tradition, that

frs walls

The proclamation of the best firman by

| the Sultan, declarng all religions equal in
| 'bis dominions, “ that no men shall be mo-
lested on account of hie religion, and none

forced to change his religion,” we trust will

' have a most important mfluence in opening
| the Mahommedaa field to Christisn effort.
| Formerly it was certain death for a Mussul-

man to embrace Chrstimaty, but this impe-
rial firman secures religious freedsm to all.
Nor has this merely been proclaimed for-
mally at Constantinople, but copies have been

| dispatched to ail the Pishas and Governors

throughout the Turkish empire, with instruc-
toos that its provistons be strictly observed.
Not that we suppose that this will at once
suppress all opposition and persecution on the
part of bigoted Moslems, but the fact that this
proclamation bas been made from the Subd-
lime Porte, and pubushed with official sanc-
ton wherever the Sultan’s authority extends,
is of the utmost } at the present
crisis. ['s infloence has already been felt at
points far removed from the centre.

One of the Missonaries in Syrma recently
informed me that a prominent Mussulman at
hix station became interested in: the truth from
reading the Bible, and his desire to
become a Protestant, whereapen his fiends
ghbours masnifesied great opposition,
nd threatened violent ion, but since

i regard 0 wy religion.™
We do not conclude that the Mahomme-

. dans are ready at once to- embrace Christia-

nity. They will doubtiess first subside into
indfference into the faith of the faise Prophe:,
then into infidelity with respect to all religioa.
But Providence seems o be thus remarkably
preparing the way for Christian effort and in-

| luence among them. They are purchasing
 the Scriptures of their own accord, and read-

ing them with great interest. They are los-
ing their prejudice, and gaining a high res-
pect for Protestant Christians in contrast with
the corrupt representatives of Christianity m
the oriental churches around them: Aa w-
telligent Mussulman remaried nos long since,
“ If the Mahomedans ever change their re-
ligion, they will not become Christians who
worship idols, images and pictures, but Pro-
testants who worship God in spirit and truth.”™

The allied war has exemted a most im-
portant influence in breaking down the wall
of separation that before exssted between the
Mosiem aod the Christian, 1 promotiog the
circulation of the Scriptures among all classes
and we caonot but hope that the proclamation
of peace will open the door yet more widely
for the spread of the Bible and preaching the
gospel in all the East. Is not this the time
for Christians of America and Eagiland w0
enter in with laithfulness and prayer, and
take possession of the land for our Lerd and
his Christ.}

There scems a new spint of iterest spring-
mg up in the East with reference w0 the
Bible. | was much gratified with my visit
10 the Copts of Egypt. Notwithstanding all
the errors and corruptions of their church,
they have retained a great love for the pare
Word of God, and their priests and bishops
are entirely favourable to the cireulation of
the Scriptures among their peopie The Bible
is taught in all their schools, and they bave
ofien plead with me, old' men and childres,
for Tourat, lngi the Bible and Gospel. They
desire missicnanes 10 come and live a
them and teach them the way of life and sai-
vation. | have never met with a peeple of
more apparent simplicity and sineerity than
these poor Christian Copts s the villages and
wowas of Upper Egypt.

ordinane> of baptism. and most of the others sousds fiom the minarets three umes a day. | cover these lands, even as the
will be found, | thiok, persevering in their —* Come to prayer, come 1o prayer, prayes | walers Bl the sen.
| stady of the truth whedwoce 0 o Hn.'nh-uu“dece, prayer = better thas yours,
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of permancace aud ' ueas , there is no God but God,

&
J

s S5

B S iela C

o MR g ot

P P A e PR o W ’



