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6s vA large & in ential meeting was held on 

sole, onday, in. St. James's Hall, to protect against 
in’ be confessional and ether innovations in the 

hureh of England, It was convened by Mr. C, 
Vestertan,but that gentleman wes prevented by 

ot. The attendance consisted almost exclu 

8. ively of representatives from the metropolitan 
with ies, About eight hundred persons were pre- 

ek about to be submitted to the meeting would 

b expressed a4, the meeting at St. Jame's Ha'l, 
ome account of which we give our readers from 

=, 

{ erucifix, or his rosary, It has been boasted by 

«| ish from the homes of the faithful the altars and : my 

we be amazed af the 

der the form of questions as lo thoughts, words, 
and deeds. Parents in this and other fashiona- 
ble meighborhoods think that they sufficicnily 

protect their grown up and growing daughters if 
they [place them under the protoction of a man- 
servant or lady companion. ‘The servant inne- 
cently enough adjourns to the servants’ hail little 

knowing the nature of the visit above staws, No 

Tractarian clergyman is without his cross, his 

them that, although we naught succeed, through 
the law of the land, in banishing these outward 

emblems from their churches, we could not ban- 

which it was the daily habit of 

there people to say their prayers. With such 
teachers in our church, and with such do¢trines 

taught, and with such practices in full force, can 
er of perversions daily 

king place. 

Recapitulating the history of past contests in 
Belgravia, as illustrating the tendencies of the 
Oxford movement, Mr. Beal said that what had 
once appeared buta war against words and sign= 

of trivial import, ageinst candles and crosses,and 

rood screens and altars, and meretricions trum- 
pery, had pow a most momentous significance :— 

I would that we had been believed us true 
prophets. Had the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Couneil done its duty, and endorsed, the la- 

laborious eloquent judgments of Dr. Lushington 

and Sir J, Dodson, we should have heard little of 

the confessional. 1 believe that Dr. Lushington 

te wrote his judgment no less than four times, so 

anxious was he that what might probably be the 

last great work of his life should be worthy of his 

reputation, We were warped, however, that in 

the Judicial Committee there would be a com- 

promise in which we had not, and could not have, 

any part. In the gildéd saloons of Belgravia, 

where the interests of so large a postion of the 

human. maces are bought and sold in the great 

political market, it was whispered that it weold 

not do to be too severe upon those men, wud that 

the Church was broad enough to receive and 

contain them all, The great body of the middle 

class, thoroughly sound at heart, were not parties 

(0 the iniquitous compact. (Cheers) Had the 

Judicial Committee dope their duty—had they 

said, ‘We lieve nothing to do with consequences; 

we have only to assert the law of England’ had 

Ui redpects, is, after na compromise tainted the judicial character of 

that tribunal, there would have been no need for 

convening this meeting, and the confessional 

would not now have been rampant throughou! the 

country. (Cheers.) The disease required the 

stern and ready knife of the operator. At that 

time, the, removal of a hand would have saved the 

apm Bow it is snare thatmuost be sacnbiced, 

and if our State doctors falter or lose nerve, the 

whole body will quickly fall a prey to the dis- 

ease. (Cheers) ‘Some 200 clergymen have se- 

ceded. to the Churgh of Rome, and we wre in. 

f ped by Cardinal Wiseman that more converts 

have been made in within the past few years 

than in the 300 years precoding. We sounded 

1t continued to do its work long after I quitted it, 

and has now merged into one of the most mag- 

wificent churches in Bugiand, which I have no 

doubt will do its work also! Ttis enough to 

raise a blush when we find among the gentlemen 

of England —formerly renowned for their chivalry 

and honour—men so dead to all moral sensibility 

that there seems to be no act so base, no turpi- 

tude so glaring that they will not attempt its jus 

tification. 

The object of this movement, Mr. Beal argu- 

ed, amid much cheering, was to render the 

Charch dominant, the Crown subservient, the 

nobility an appanage, and the people en- 

slaved. 

In religion alone, in the office: of the church, 

in the teachings of the pulpit, we have a party 

striving to put fetters on the intellect, to subdue 

free thought, to bow the head and break the 

spirit, again to bid defiance to the Crown, again 

to hurl apathemas of superhuman terror on a 

superstitious and priest-ridden race. (Cheers) 

I trust that this meeting will be the commence- 

ment of an earnest and unflinching movement— 

(loud and prolonged cheering) —which will rally 

the great body of the midule class a this mo- 

mentous struggle. (Renewed cheers.) You, 

gentlemen, although yestrymen of the metropoli 

tan parishes, are here in a non-official capacity. 

You were invited here at the suggestion of Mr, 

W esterton, as a private individual, and as church- 

warden of St. Paul's, simply that you might take 

counsel one of another, We usk you to go back 

to your vestries, and to call upon them to en- 

dorse the resolutions proposed here to-day, by 

dgreeing to petitions in accordance with these 

resolutions, to which your corporate seals may 

be attached, and which will express officially the 

opinions of putlic bodies representing 3,000,000 

of people in this metropolis. (Loud cheers.) We 

ask you to call upon parliament to address the So 

vereign, praying her to adopt a course similar 

to that pursued under similar parallel circuin- 

stances by Queen Elizabeth, and by one Oliver 

of Huntingdon, ihe uncrowned Puritan King of 

England, (Loud cheering.) We ask you to 

call upon the House of Commons to second the 

efforts of the Crown by announcing that they 

are prepared to pass legislative measures which 

will for ever put an end to the obnoxious and 

detestable practices of which we complain— 

(cheers)—by requiring al! members of the Church 

of England to sign a declaration, expressing 

the'r disbelief in any Scriptural warrant for the 

practice of aurievlar confession—{loud cheering) 

their disbelief in baptismal regeneration— 

(hear, hear,)—und their disbelief in the Real 

Presence in the Eucharist, or by adopting some 

other unmistakeable course which may show to 

future generations the determination of the Par- 

liament of England to maintain the purity of the 

Church, (Cheers,) I may be allowed to give 

a few words of warning to parents with refer— 

ence (0 this subject. In many of the newspa- 

pers we see advertisements of colleges or schools 

in various parts at the country, which hold out 

the inducement of an apparently cheap educa- 

a hich their importance nded. 

9 : it was hat the y Was | 

a st. riance. The time iv fast approaching when 
Bate rougn Ghurch reform will be insisted ‘upon 

8 = ¢ men with whom compromise is ttterably 1m. 

given sible, . (Beary hewr,) They donotask fora 

ption, eh ; they want to nionopolise the Uliureh 

gether, aad to force out all who differ from 
- u, by intredueing so much of what they call - 

» Catholic element that the consciences of 

oe will not allow them to remain. The day 

 ; We - will, cotitinued the ‘Colonel, no'longer 

a nit to have these ofa left in our 
ureh, or to hav. our religious edifices turned to 

or." pools, where filth of all kinds can be cagt,and 
ory abomination concentrated. (Cheers.) We 

not allow oar sanéturies to be thos defiled, 

our gigantic “Church revenass to be handed 

f to these trators Lo be used for onr own de- 

ction, (Cheers) But, it way, be ssid, how, 
« the innovations of whieh we complain to be 

oped? 1 believe there is enly one way in 
hich a cam be deme, and that is by reforming 

Pu proyerhook, (Oheess.) This is not such a 
uwsidable matter as many wish to represent.— 

1 fact, revision of the prayer book is expressly 
povided for hy the 34th Agtiele of the Church. 

e should recollect ihat our | yer-book, beau 

ful ‘wud gonnd as it 1s in ot 

Io [ the work of man, apd was compiled al 

time of upexampled difficulty, when the coun- - 
ALTE -—pt A nec and super- 
Tn vo Ra on, he moved the following resolu. 
on 

Phat ‘confession and absolution, and 
ther fulse doctrines and innovations, have been 

tcently t ‘and’ practised by many of the 

lergy of thé'Chareh of England, and Pheoaraged 

y some of its dignataries and bishops. ‘This 
sting, believing such de Lrines and innova- 

y. i 1 be at varia witl roy at “and téach- 

lh 
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2 | bontending 2. Ju is strange that we find it origin 

r, Oakley, himself a pervert, says —* My eurli 

inister, about the year 18327, the
 ap 

pawngnent to the. Bishopric of Oxford, Dr. Ll
oy 

au Prayer-haok,—a 

the alarm through all constituted forms. Whence 

has this movement arisen against which we are 

ing in an appointment of the late Sir R. Peel. 

st personal Io | - of an inroad upon the 

et religion f Oxford date from the 

| tutor feb late Bir Re bert eel, who received 

od i 
| 818d. — | gual ability . 

the | omical “connection Dr: Lioyd was, of course, 
seding to the ve: 

was a-clergyman of great attainments and unus 
. + +» By early education and acad: 

ib I oveinan of 
subject which led 
the examination 

tion to the middle classes. There are estab- 

- | lishments of the description at HursLlpierre point, 

at Shorham, and at places in the counties of 

. | Bedfordshire and Essex, The advantages of a 

a good education are offered at these Kstablish- 

ments for the trifling amount of 13 or £14a year, 

o | and persons of the middle class who are desirous 

that their children should enjoy such advantages 

_ | are thus entrapped nto sending them to schools 

d | where they learn all the formularies of the Ro- 

_| man Catholic Church—where they are taught to 

observe fast days and vigils, and to attend the 

a | confessiunal, and where the most objectionable 

catéchisms are use]. [Mr. Beal here read from 

anewers, which were to the following effect : 

“ what 15 confession ?—I1 is to accuse ourselves 

of all'sfii to w priest, in drdér to’ dblain absolu- 
tion, ‘What 1f ene wiltully conceals a mortal 

the cross, and to ask his blessio fe 
| #8 the source from 

one of these catechisme soine of the questions and) 

side of the priest; secondly, to make the sign of 
‘ 

and while nobly discharging their own duty, 

let them see that the heirarchy do theirs, (Cheers 

Let no offort be dpared to clear away the impu- 

rities which new disgrace our Chorch, and, above 

all let them take care that their just demands are 

heard in the highest quarters. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Gowland, a vestryman in the hamlet of 

Ratcliffe, then came forward to propise an 

amendment, but it was some time before he 

could be heard, in consequencs of the confusion 

which his appearance created, When, however, 

he declared that his object was to * put a stop to 

the blackguard system of the confessional,” and 

not to interrupt the harmony of the meeting, he 

was allowed to read his amendmeut, which was 

to the effect “that this meeting 1s of opinion 

that the practices of confession and absolution is 

inculeated and enforced by the Prayer-book of 

the Church of England, and therefore pledges it- 

gelf to use all Irgitimate means for the revision 

of the said Prayer Book and the expurgation of 

everything {hat tends to such practices.” The 

reading of the amendment was followed by a 

scene of considerable uproar, caused principally 

by some one crying out that Mr, Gowland was a 

dissenter, and wished to make an attack upon 

the Chureh, and it was not until the chairman 

decided that the proposition read by Mr. Gow- 

land, not being an amendment upon the original 

resolution, could not be put that order was resto- 

rod. Mr. Gowland was then allowed to speak 

to the resolution, but he had not proceeded far 

before he again excited the hostility of the meet- 

ing by criticising past of the ordination gervice, 

which he said sanctioned the use of the confes. 

gional. Ultimately he was obliged to retire. 

Mr. C. Sibley supported the resolution, which 

was afterwards carried with acclamation, only 

one hand being he'd up against it. 

Mr. Taverner, churchwarden, of Marylebone, 

moved, and Mr. Reck, churchwarden of Walk- 

brook, seconded the second resolution, which was 

cible illustration of its import when used to de- 

scribe a preacher of the Gospel. We hope that 

all who are looking tothe sacred office will be- 

come, wn power and spirit, John Baptists— 

faithiu! harbingers of Christ; proclaiming bold- 

ly, earnestly, and effectively, ** Prepare ye the 

way of the Lord.”—Record 

From the Book and its Mission Psast and 1'resent, 

Readings with a Romanist. 

In the year 1852 | was asked to visit a poor 

Roman Catholic woman who was confined to her 

bed, in Islington, she having told a neighbour 

ghe should be thankful to any one (o read to her 

(no matter what), to beguile the time. 

I went regularly every week, on a eertain day 

and hour ; and, without making the slightest als 

lusion to her being « Romanist, began to read 
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“ They say it is so difficult you cannot under- 

stand it.” 

She quickly replied, “ Faith, but I cdn and do : 

People must have heads like wood (thumping 

the bedstead) not to understand such plain words. 

There's none so deal as those who won't hear 

and if they would explain it like this, it would be 

an enlightenment to them as well as to us.” 

We now come to the subjects of — 

Jesus as Gob. 

Proved by his miracles—John ii. ¥. 

Walking on thn sea—Matt. xiv. 25. 

Healing the sick— Matt. xii. 10. 

Raising the dead—John xi. 43. 
Knowing the thoughts—John iv, 39. 

Jesus 1s Man. 

Proved by His thirst—John 1v. 6. 

His hunger— Matt, iv. 2, 

His weeping --John xi. 35. 

His sleeping— Matt. viii. 24. 

His death—Matt, xxvii. 50. 

To the proofs of the first she said, “ How the 

woman must have have looked at him, when he 

told her all that she had ever done! Surely, and 

he was God.” She then went back to her per- 

sonal troubles, saying, “Oh, what a sad Christ- 

mas I shall have, all alone! None of my chil 

dren with me—in debt—and in so much suffer- 

1" 
ing : 

I replied, “ Yes; but Jesus is with you to 

comfort you. Nothing can shut Rim owt, and 

though earthly friends forsake us, he will never.” 

To the roofs that Jesus is mian, she answered, 

“ Did he really suffer pain? * I thought his be. 

ing God shielded him froni all suffering, and that 

even being crucified was nothing to him.” 1 

read to her Luke xxii. 41—2, and Matt. xiv, 34. 

At a future interview she said to me, “ How of- 

ten I have thought of your words, ¢ Jesus is with 

you. And he truly was with me on Chnstmas 

day, for, though alone, 1 did not feel dull at 

all.” 
I'had given her a tract on purgatory, called 

“ The Happy Escape.” 

various portions of the Bible, asking, occasional- 

ly, whether she had ever heard this or that before ? 

During two whole years she only remembered to 

have heard three portions, and those indistinctly ! 

I did not read consecutively, but chose a series 

of subjects, leaving her to apply what she heard 

to her own religion, and her own heart, 

"This plan was greatly blessed to her soul, for 

week by week the light dawned vpon her. Her 

remarks were so original and quaint that 1 kept 

a note book of each reading, which is now a most 

valuable confirmation of Psalm exix, 130th verse 

~—%The entrance of thy words giveth light; it 

giveth understanding unto the simple.” 

After a time I told her it was God’s own Book 

I was reading, and from the version of it approv- 

ed by her own priests. I then read from the 

Douay Version the parable of the rich man and 

Lazaras, Luke xvi. 19-31. She said, “Oh, 

dear, how interesting this is, I must sit up to 

hear it. Ah, the man was in hell, not in purga- 

tory ; and can people taik from heaven to hell 

“No, 1 think not ; this 1s only a story or para- 

She said, “ Oh, can you get me one of these to 

give to my son 

“ |s he a Romanist ? 

“Yes, sure ; he holds an excellent situation in 

the post office, but having a wite who drinks, is 

in great trouble.” 

“ Does he attend to lus duties and go to mass?” 

“ Not often. 1le came to see me the other 

day, and said he was getting deeper and deeper 

in debt, and did not know what to do. T said to 

him * You want comfort,’ ¢ Yes, mother, I do. 

¢ Well, then, just look on the wall, and take the 

comfort I have found.’ 

“He turned to the wall, and read the text 

which you had placed there, ‘ Come unto me all 

ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will 

give you rest! Matt. x1. 28. ‘Those are fine 

words,’ saad he, ‘and I wish © had that rest. 

“¢ Well? [ said,‘ | have found it. A lady 

comes and reads to me twice a week ; oh, such 

words ! and now I can lie and suffer from week 

to week, and never feel my mind ancasy.’” 

“ Can your son read ? 

ble. Heaven could uot be the happy place, it is 

to the following effect : — 

That a petition embodying the foregoing resolu- 
everywhere in Scripture said to be, if we could 

hear the cries of onr friends in hell. Listen to 

tions be presented to the House of Commons, 

praying an address to Her Majesty, to issue such 

directions as may accomplish the object of the 

petitioners, und the following gentlemen be a 

committee to draw np sueh petition, and pl
ace i 

in proper hands for presentation. 

This was supposted by Mr, Goddard, a vesiry- 

man of 8t. Mary, Lambeth, and on being put, 

agreed (o. 

Mr. Parker, of Soathwark, proposed the next 

resolution ; = 

That the chairman do forward to the coart of 

Aldermen, the court of Common Council, and the 

various metropolitan vestries and district boards 

a copy of the resolutions passed this day, inviting 

them to adopt petitions with the like object to 

the House of Commons. 

Mr Berry, of Pimlico, scconded the resolution 

which was alse carried unanunously. 

On the motion of Colonel Vereker, a vote of 

thanks was awarded to the Chairman, and the 

Mr. Westerton. 

The Ministry we Need. 

A Professor in one of our theological semina- 

ries writes as follows : © The greatest wants in 

our ministry are zeal and skill in preaching 

We want powerful, popular preachers. Mere 

learning, however sound, and piety, however ar- 

them that beheve” 

dent love for souls ; and that tact (mot artifice 

sin in confession ?—He commits a greal win in| which isimplied in the phrase “wise lo win 

telling a lie to the Moly Ghost. ( proba- | souls.” Phese qualities, as distinguished from 

tion.) How most he make the confession?—| “mere | ing, however sound, and piety 

Phe method of confession is, first to kneel by the | however ardent,” we would charaeterize as con- 

ther, give me your blessing— 
pressions of disapprobativn)—ihé dly, to say dhe 

kill in the work of preaching. 

is not 

meeting separated after giving three choers for| 

dent, will avail but little without zeal and tact 

in preaching.” This just and important senti- 

ment we commend to the attention of our can- 

didates for the Gospel ministry. God has or- 

dained by the foolishness of preaching to save 

Though the matter of our preaghing stands 

first in importance, very much depends on the 

manacrj by which we mean now, not rhetorical 

style of eomposition, or eloquent delivery, but 

geal and tact ; that zeal which is the fruit of ar- 

gisting in the unien of solid learning and ardent 

piety, and in their being employed zealously and 

The pulpit 

place to display learning, yet learning us such true things ° 

this story of the pemtent] thief :— And Jesus 

said unto him, Verily Tsay unto thee, To-day 

thou shalt be with me in paradise.’ "-—Luke 

xxiii. 43. 

She exclaimed—** What! taken to heaven al 

once—a thief, and crucified ! taken without fast~ 

ing or penance! Oh, what a Saviour is Jesus !” 

“Notice! he asked for nothing but to be re- 

membered. He believed Jesus was Christ, and 

had the powei to help him, and he cast himself 

on his merey ; nobody ever did that and failed,” 

Lifting her hands, she said, * Oh, that he w ould 

remember me! But do go on. What does 1t 

say about purgatory #” 

“ Why, just nothing at all. 

nor the place is mentioned once.’ 

Neither the word 
’ 

Surely, if there is such a place, it would be 

mentioned in this part for those two fellows de 

gerved to go there.” * Perhaps that is the rea- 

son why your priests forbid you reading God's 

book, for there you would find out that only hea- 

ven and hell are mentioned 1n the Bible, and not 

purgatory.” She answered, “ But what 

fully wicked thing to tell us lies, and keep the 

book hid from us. What can they do it for ? 1 

am half thinking ours is very like a religion of 

pay from end end.” 

The following week the subject of the reading 

was * Seek first the kingdom of God,” illustrated 

by Lot's history, in the 13th and 19th chapters 

of Genesis. When I read the the 14th verse, 

# Bnt he seemed as one that mocked unto his 

guns in law,” she said, ** But none of them cared! 

I.ke enough hundreds would do the same 

an aw- 

property, and his wife.” 

ged ont of the fire.” 

) 
Abraham by far,” 

often they lose all.” 

She interrupted with—* Lot was himself drag- 

“Yes, he lost all hs went to Sodom to gain,” 

“ He had better,” said she, * have stayed with 

I observed, * Hundreds do the same now. They 

» | go to live in a house or family to get rich, never 

thinking whether their souls will prosper, and 

Sne answered, * Now that is a true saying. 

Oh, why do our priests deny the book that tells 

“Oh, yes, he 1s a good scholar.” 

% Does he read the Word of God 

“ No ma’am, he says he has no time.” 
“There is another reason for his neglect, seq 

Matt, xui. 22, * The care of this world and the 

deceitfuluess of riches choke the word.” 

“That,” said she, * is the very thing-—thal is 

it entirely ; how could you tell it so exactly ? 

“ Because it is all written in God's Book.” 1 

then read to her the whole chapter-—the Parable 

of the Sower—and she answered, * Well, to be 

sure, you find everything in the Book.” 

Thoughtlessness of Mankind. 

Astonishing fact, that all that mankind acknow 
Icdge as greatest, they care about the least j— 

as first, on the summit of all greatness, the Deity. 

"Pis acknowledged he reigns over all, lus pre- 

sence always here, prevails in each star, observes 

us as an awful Judge, cleims infinite regard, is 

Why, think no- 

There is Etermty! 

You have lived perhaps thirty years , you are by 

no means entitled to expect so much more life ; 

at the utmost you will very soon, very soon die! 

What follows ? Eternity—2 boundless region; 

inextinguishable life, mymnads of mighty and 

strange spirits ; visions of God ; glories, horrors. 

Well—what then ? Why, think nothing at all 
about it! There is the great affair, moral and 

religious improvement, What 1s the true busi 

ness of life 7 To grow wiser, more pious, more 

benevolent, more ardent, more elevated in every 

noble purpose and action—to resemble the Di. 

vinity. It is acknowledged. Who denies or 

doubts it? What then 7 Why, care nothing at 

all about. Sacrifice to trifles the energies of the 

supremely good-—what then? 

thing at all about him! 

pow! and the angels led him forth! they | heart, and the short and fleeting time allotted for 

might have gone and left him to perish, divine attainments! Such 1s the actual course 

“Yes. Observe he lost all—his money, his [ofthe world, What a thing is mankind.—(Fos- 

ters Life and Correspondence. 

Death of Christ. 

Come with us a moment to Colvary. See the 

meek sufferer standing, with hands fast bound, 

in the the midst of his enemies, sinking under 
the weight of the cross, aad lacerated in every 

part, by the thorny reeds with which he had been 

scourged. Seefthe savage, ferocious soldiers 

raising, with rude violence, hig sacred body, 

torcing it down upon the cross, wresting and ex- 

on 
tending his ligbs, and, and, with remorseless 
cruelty, forcing through his hands and feet the 

5 fi 

th El 

S
R
 
B
i
 


