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The Power of Grace llustrated.. lol Can 

of = “ Edward,” said 1 10 my much loved 
scan 8 friend, who was my class mate and only 
ond room male for many months, one day as we 

were about closing our scene of studious toil, 
«Edward, give me a skeich of sume of the 
most important inciden s of your past life,and 
if desired, 1 will return the favor. Wa are 
now about 10 separate for distant sections 
of the country, and should the strong bond 
of friendship and Christian affection whieh 
has so long and firmly eemenied us together, 
continue uniroken, it will he pleasant in after 
times for each other 10 refer to any interest. 
ing events ccnnected with the other.” For 
a few seconds, during which time Edward's 
mind probably scanned the whale history of 
his past life, he sat silent and moiionless with 
his eyes fist fixed upon our faithful but rusty 
stove, which we hud already commenced 
removing from our apartment, then raising 
his head, said he, * My owu history is quite 
unimportant. ‘The incidents of hut one pe- 
riod of my life are worth relating, snd you 
have so frequently heard me reier to them, 
that | am sure the subject musi have become 
to vou an old ta'e. 1 efor,” said he, * 10 
the period of my conversion and the remark: 
able conversion of my father, mother and 
sister, incidents, the results of which I truss 
will be the univn of our domestic circle in 
the paradise of God.” * Such events,” | 
replied, * may well assume a vast import 
ance ; they exiend fur beyond the narrow 
bounds of visual oljec:s, and indeed can only 
be measured by the couniless revolving cy- 
cles of eternity, True, | have heard you 
refer to the conversion of yourself and pa 
rents, but have never heard you give (he 

Plates Bll particulars, a relation of which would full 
of all reach the abject of my sugges ion” Ed 

ward's compliance with my request proc eed- 
yes WHR od nearly aw follows, foi | design to give his 
L _p.B own angus ye as near as my memory will 
yuiet hall enable me : — 

.. “My father, you know, was a man of 
wef Wealth and high standing in his profession. | 
{- My sister and myself’ were the wily children | 
i S "| od on us from infancy was lavished eyery- 
ning il thing 10 gratify that immense wealth, that | 

boundless parental affsciion could supply. 
We were indeed the idols of our parents, | 

HEAD Great expense wus incurr.d to qualify us in! 
o Copild wy lifes to act well qur part in ihe highes: | 
"and Hal Circles of society, Our education, however, | 
vended Will was entirely of a light character, calculated 

only fur shew, My faher was a biter op-! 
ponent to all experimental religion, and we 
were capsequently tnught that 19 he the best | 
duncer, painier, pions, &c., shouls be the, 
highest bounds of eur ambition, Thro’ my 
s'ster, who was elder than myself, | was intre- | 

8 duced much earlier thin ! otherwise should | 
have been tn the gay and fashionable scenes 
of you hful viee. “When a litle more than 
sixieen years old, | was sent 10 school at) 
H =, Sung ten miles from home. My | 
faher having Ruvdnd me with board in the 
fumily of Mr, M., an acqusintance of his, 10 
whose clurge he commited me, wilh the | 
piauiar jnpinglion that I was (0 he kept 
from all religious meetings” or influence, 
During my stay in this family, which was 
heir Hi four months, | was uently got 

fii ult chil: bi y being char ei by 
dren of Mr, M. with ther pn bd 

—
—
—
—
 

ngs, 
Bd wos us of en severely reprima y m. On stating my situition uni wish fir | 

new hoarding place 10 0 studen Ly the) 
: eric A, with whom arin: 

fl A pleasant agquaintance, he informid me 
ot Jha his pares who resided in the village, 
io WIAA 8 spare ram and would take one or wo 
gh at ange nuaged the whole any 

nxo Bosrw Seige with board, of which | 
No 1, wo dn Ihe reason 

“Mr Ws. Here commenced of 
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room one morning, | carried it 10 mv room, 
supposing | should find from its perusal what 
religion was, la this, however, | was dis. 
apn.in ed though its argume.ts satisfied me 
of its truth, An increasing anxiety 10 know 
what religion was, induced me to gor a Bi 
ble to gra'ify my curiosiy. To this hour, | 
believe | wus as ignorant of what Christianity 
was, as the darkest heathen. Paley had con- 
vinced me of its tri'h us a system ; hut upon 
what it was based, or what is object and 
what its imporance, | was entirely ignorant. 
[ had probab’y never weird a verse in the 
O'd or New Testament in my life, | com. 
menced reading, and the comm wndment em- 
phaticallv came hame, | saw what relig on 
was 3 that it was based upon the rela ion hat 
man susta ns to his Maker and his entire uni 
verse ; that all of is commands an! reqire- 
maents being based upon th: se relations, were 
just and right, and in gonseqience of obedi- 
ence and disobedience, I saw in some mea 
sure i 8 great importance, | believe, too, | 
had tolerably just enneeptions of man's los 
condition as a ransgressor, and his remedy 
in the death and mediation of the Saviour, 
| do not mean tg convey the idea that lus 
umount of light bust upon my moral vision 
at once, On the contrary, it was the resull 
of invest'gnting 1he s ihjeet for several weeks. 
Here, ho vever, | made a complete stand. | 
saw that m order to be saved by the atone: 
ment, and bscome an heir of eternal bliss, an 
entire new course of life was reqiisi'e —that 
| must wholl* abandon all that | had been 
accustomed to prize. This | could not cone 
sent to do.  ' concluded, therefore, 10 think 
no more of the subject, ana indeed made 
every exertion for three weeks to banish it 
from my mind ; but my efforts were worse 

—— a tin — AA tel 

cises commenced by singing a few verses, 
which were fo'lowed by successive prayer 
by all present. While in prayer, | believe | 
gave up mys If and all my interes's, in 
so'emn covenint to Gol, | asked the for- 
givenness of my sins and neceprance through 
the atonement and mediation of Jesus Chris, 
which | doubt not was granted. The winds 
were hushed and ile tempest calmed 
a prace that had in it all the sweetnoss of 
heaven itself. | thea saw, tee, th depth of 
the pit from which | bad been taken, from 
the 1otal ignorance (rom Cas | lived for 
more than sixteen yea s without having read 
80 much as one verse in the bessed Bible, 
fiom the strongest irreligious influence which 
conld possibly be thrown around me, from 
my own temple of worldly ambition ; fom 
al! this | had been rescued by the merey of 
God, by means, it seems to me, of special 
interposition of Providence, and was now 
placed as a lamb in the very besem of my 
Saviour. My flowing tears for hours could 
on'y give expression 10 the gratitude of my 
saul, [will saw before me the opposition 
that | had befire contemplated, but O! to 
meet it all, or a hundred fold mare, for my 
blessed Jesus, who had done so much fur me, 
| thought would afford me the highest plea. 
s.re. The following morning | wrote 10 wy 
arents, informing them of my conversion as 

simply nad frank'y as possible ; also detail 
ing minmely the ciieumstunces that led 10 
such a result. | expressed my fears that the 
step which | had 1aken would not meet their 
approbation, and so' cited a candid wives: igas 
hon of the who'e subject before passing upon 
me a final sentence of condemnat on. When 
my farther received the leer, he was deeply 

than useless. “The more | labored to keep 
my thoughts from it, the more "complete 
seemed 18 influence over them. Every 
passing day nwukened and convinced me 
more fully of the importunce and value of 
religion. 

At this time, a vacation of two werks spent 
at home, diminished greatly my 1e'igious 
anxicty. On beng interrogated on the sub. 
ject by my futher, 1 told him that the folks 
were | boarded, | believed were rel gious, 
but | had a reom to myself, and they said 
nothing to me about it,~=whiek, by the way. | 
was files; for as 1 was highly pleased with 
my boarding plice, | wished io give such an | 
pecount of it as would induce him to allow 
ime 10 continue there, 16 which he assented. | 
On my re ura to school, the subject of my 
own salvation foreed itself upon my mind 
more powerfully than before I left, So strong 
was its influence that in three weeks | was 
entively incapacitated for my studies, and 
mde up my mind to return home and get 
my father to help me out of the trouble.— 
Hazing packed my books snd clothes with 
the view of returning home the following day, 
ns | wus sitting io my lonely room, the two 
following questions forced themselves power. 
fully upin my mind: What is religion ? 
and what is its pris #7 To the first of which 
I almost inadver ently replied, religion is tha 
upon the rejection or attarnment of which is 
suspended man’s eternal in eres —interest 
high as heaven, deep as hell, and vast as 

eernity. It is an invitation of a (God of in- 
finite gondue<s and wisdom, and must, there. 
fore, he conducive to man's highest interest 
in time as well ng eternity. But what is the 
price 7 It is the ro nunciation of sin. It re 
quires the giving of myself and all my e rth 
ly interest, Bu’ as religion makes provison 
for our highest interest even in time, tof 
course cannot require the renunciation or 
giving vp of anytling hut what really eon. 
ficts with those interes's. The price 1s cer: 
tainly reasonable, and | will have religion — 
A little refleenon, however, convinced me 
that | must saerifice much more than | had 
for the moment red ised. | felt thai | should 
have 1g ineur the sneers uf my sister and the 
scolls of my assoginies § but this was tr fling 
in comparigun lo the displeasure and violent 
apposition of my father, who weald doubtless 
antively disinhgrit and tea me from his door 
penniless, if he gould not induce me 10 re. 
nounee ny religion. On the other hand, | 
saw that to rej-ct religion now wus io all 
probshilily un eclernal rejections - one that 
would involve, buyend hepe, the ruin of the 
woul. Lraw, oe, that the wealih of my pa: 
rents, two-thi da of whieh | had expeciod 10 
inherit, vy ye sowie be seutte red by adversity; 
ar, should | be permitted (0 possess it, very 
pei it would ben curse rather then a 
essing.  Addud 10 this, wha could assure 

me that | should live lo matare yours 10 re. 
ceive, should my futher be pleased 10 bestow 
it, dheiged: Livi io sep ny Prey 0 
receive Lom them Lhe oppesitic:; 0xs 

ted, the marrow’ rising sun might be: 
d me dead aud +0r (ns hope for a 

moment lights up dark soenc) sme 
wirunge. influcuce, ike that. vehich had apers- 
ted upen me, or awaken my parenis and 
sister, and oll of them OPRos.H gy 
might amb Rogompany me heme ww hea- 
ven, Again Ll | sould pay the price; 
I would have religion, For the first img in 
my life | fe | on may kes wind asked God 1 
help ma. make. iw dispel any. 

wid ame thal very night so to 
repent of my sine and believe on his Son ae 

10 be suyod, ——ret felt wgengih LW go 
forward, | immed oalled Me, A. 0 

feelings.  Altnr give 
ane, and “me 

i was my and v gi soy 
wv 02 grace ini the ov dence of it thw he 
he propeasd 10 have the whale family come 
w my mem snd hve a preyve meting for 

mdignant. The following day he came wi h 
his carriage and 100k me and all my biggege 
home with him, He expressed much sur- 
prise and sorrow that I hid been so foulish, 
and told me that | must give it up ut once ; 
il did not, it would rein my prospects for 
lite 5 that he could not think of as«isting m» 
in a coarse so diree!ly opposite to his wishes. 
Boon afior eur retura hema, a ball was p o 
posud (for the purpose of overcoming my 
rel gious feelings) and the following T'uasday 
evening appoinied for it, | exp vssed my 
nnwillingness to be pesqnt on such an ogea 

'sian, and asked permission 10 spend the even: 
ng at class meeting, ln return | received 
from bo h parents and sis ers, nothing hu 
scoffs, sneers and reprouches. When the 
evening however arrived, | utterly declined 
being presen, and did, in fact, go to cluss 
meeting. This exasperated my father, to 
the high st pitch, wud ne positively declared 
if 1 atwaded nuather religious meeting of any 
kind, he would disinherit me, that his ref 
should no losger be my shelter, Though my 
ariel way inexpressible, | still felt determined 
to serve God, whalever might ba the sacri 

fice. The class meeting of the village was 
held on Tuesday even ngs; accordingly on 
the afternoon of the next Pursday, my faiher 
ening 10 me with a lirge whalebone horse. 
whin. “There,” suid he, * Ne!, | think that 

‘will curs your religon, aud keep you 
from cluss meeting. Should you con 
clude to go to night, as you did a week 
sinee, aguinst my wishes, vou may ely upon 
having it warm upon your naked back in the 
morning.’ 

| had here a most severn trial, not in refes- 

ence to the whipping, but as to what extent | 
ought to obey my par ats in mtters of reli. 
goo Should | obey them, | must disobey 
pd. Bui cou'd | wot give up ail my meat 

ings and religious privileges, in obediene to 
wy puents, and still enjoy religion, Afier 
much prayer I ewclod-d my only way was 
to claim the enjryment of all the helps wih ich 
God had provided me. Should | stay from 
clas moe ing that night it would be consider. 
ed a victory of the whip, and | should be re 
quired at once 10 recommence my old coarse 
al the same peril. | came to he conclusion 
that it was not my duty to obey my pa ents 
when thelr requirements conflicied wih those 
ef God; and so with a heavy heart | agnin 
went to class. Oy my way | determined that 
I would not receive the intended whipping 
without saying something more in justificaiion 
of my enuse than | ever had done. | deter. 
mined 10 say something 10 my father of his 
responsibj ies as i parent. But what could 
| say, a boy of sevemsen years old, to one 
aceust 10 sit in judgment and listen 10 
arguments from tha finest lente? OF my. 
self ) could say nothing 5 but the promise of 
wisdom from on high lug me ta a grove just 
without the village, where the whole night 
was spent in prayer for a preparation for the 
event, unk God, as day dawned, light 
amd peace broke ino my soul. | was strong 
as & giant, 1 knew not a word that | shou!d 
sity, though | felt a blessed assurance that 
Gd would give me words and wisdom, and 
| would us soon have made my defence be- 
fore an ussemblod ugiverse as any way. On 
my aerival at the house, | found my futher 
up and walking his room. He bad, in fae, 
fastened the und remained awake all 
might, 59 #8 0 meet me ut the door. * Well,’ 

iW "i this 18 the fruit of Yost religion, is 
y Vhere have you wen all night, you dis. 

wh clans a langwer- 
obedient rasc«l?' +1 have been up in the 

dla Vrs. Prayin ! i reuk'y, " a © 

Ht? il soe id fo 8 4 stor | be eured aficr 
kefum phi, | he left me and | did 
soe him agin um Who brights tle. 

reakfast Shing: the whip! badn we 
fullow him, and ld ‘he wary 0 the sabe, 

vu, propantony Wo the whipping Father, 
where | was ordered 10 whe off my cot and 

| 

| 

| 
| 

| 

Sm ce mn -~ ere — 

me, to which I readily assented, The exer. [said I, *is it customary for you to condemn 
withont giving a ch nee of defence ? Of wha 
have | been gui'ty, that | deserve the sovere 
pu ish ne: t ou propos 10inflict :* ‘Nefevce,’ 
‘said he, * what di fence ean you make for 
wilful 

| punished for tamplng on my anthority, and 
1 will show you that my authority shall be 
| maintained.’ 

i felt | 

disobedience? You d serve to be 

¢ | exprered opposition,’ continued |, ¢ when 
| 1 exp rienced religion ; but | embraced it in 
view of borh worlds, 

| 
| must save my soul in the other. 

| am prepared for any 
suffering that may be wflicied in this, bw 

can induce me to forsake it, 

pirenta' control 7 And have you, dear fa 
ther, fulfilled alt the deties growing out ef 
your relation to me, ns a son ? Our duties 
grow out of our relation 10 our Maker snd 
each other. It is my duty as vour offspring 

Nothing | 
Is it not possi. 

| ble thet in the ex reise of a fither's authority | case of my mothe 
you have transcended the proper bounds of | 
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God has heard your ther, pray for us all: 
pravers, and he will still hear them," ; 

all bowed with him, but the deep emotion of 

my soul forbade me utterance, and nearly 

overcame ny physical strength. tafe, 1 | 

did not know when | commenced vocal prayer. 
I only know | found myself, how long after | 

cannot tell, in the arms of mv futher, our | 

vo ¢+s both mingling in mighty prayer for | 

his salvation. Our pravers, through the me- 
dimnion of our great High Priest, were heard 
‘on high, end salvavien's tide soon rolled over | 

‘his soul, He sprang upon his fee! with shots | 

of praise for God's redeeming grage.—My 
thoughts then became wholly absorbed in the 

r—the dear mother that | 
bore me, 01 whose bosom | had been che- 

| rished, and who had constantly watched ov « | 
"me with all the affection of a mother's heart, | 
My whole soul was drawn out in prayer for | 
her immediate eonversion ; the chariot wheels 

for a rime seomed stayed, but our suppliza. . 

| 10 honor and love you, 10 study your highest | tions were meessant.—My father, who had | 
| interes, and to obey you in all things where | again knelt by her side, tried to encourage by 
| your commands do not confl et with the re. 

quiremen's of a higher authority —with those 
of mv Muker. On the other hand, it is your 
du'y as a parent to study my highest interes, 
Yau have heen the instrument of bringing me 
inte heing— f giving me an exis'ence co-ex- 
tensive with that of the Deity—eternal. That 

rienity of existence, after the passage of a 
few short years of this life, must be in woe or 
bl ss, and is it not your duty, dear father, the 

| author of tha. eternity of boing, 0 aid me all 

in your power to gain the one and escape the 
other 2 O, let me ask you,” said I, clasping 
his hand to my bo.om, has this heen the 

course you have pursued with me? rather 
has not your whole li‘e and the administration 
of your government, tended to lead botn my- 
self and my dear sisier dircetly 10 ruin ——with 
wealth 1a sipk us down to hell 2 O! fither, 
father I'=——here my feelings overcame me and 
| burst ine a flood of tears ; | recovered my. 
sei. as 8.00 as possible, nnd raised my eyes 
to proceed, hut observed that the whip had 
fullen from my father's hand, who stood he 
fore me motion'ess and white us n marble 
block. 1 picked up the whip and placed it 
in his hand, “No, sail he, * | shall defe: 
using the whip. but you must leave my house’ 

of every duty as a fui hful son. hut most 

abide his decision, at the same ime remind 
ing him that nothing could relieve him of his 
high responsibility as a parent. He dropp d 
the whip und lef the sible evideatly in great 
agitation, | keelt down by the side of | 
and thanked God for his gooduess, and prayed 
that what | hud s4id might result in the we 1 
est good boh 10 my#e'f and father. Inthe 
co se of the day but little was said by wv- 
self, mother or sister. “They supposed that | 
had roceived the whipping that | had been 
thee ened ; and as | was silent they did nos 
feel like bronehing that or uny other subject. 
During the who'e af ernonn and also at din 
ner table, mv farher was absent. Our resi 
dence was in the ourskins of the village, no 
more than ty rods from he grove whieh | 
have already referved to, to which | ugain re 
sorted afier dinner, fur arother season of 
praver. Son af or en‘erng it, 10 my sur 
prise 1 discovered my father some distance 

autly in deep s'udy. Beeing that | was no 
observed, I with“rw and repnired 10 my 

the grove, for | was certain that he was un 
der the awakening influence of the Holy 
Spirit, At the ysual supper hour he had no 
roturned 3 and abier wauiiing for him uot 
dark, my mother, fuarng some secident had 
befallen him—as sueh un absence had never 
belo e opeuried, requested me 10 go and sae 
if’ could find him. 

previous, When I fi st came mm sight of him 

(ree, but on observing me, ho urose up and 
met me, | extended my hand to Ri ye 
‘Lam glad wees you, lather § mother lvare 

w see if | could find you.” He made no re- 
ply, bit tukiag my hand in his, walked slow. 
ly toward the house. His heaving sighs be- 
spoke the aeep emotion of his soul, 

| Perceiving he hud not settle! the great 
question of fife und d ath, Ioffe ef up my «i 

this important hour, upon the decisions o 
wh eh were suspended heaven and he |. 
had no! rene 

ward, Edward, forgive me. 
my dear son, OF forgive me.’ 
seemed 80 precious to me before, 

the forgivenrus he sought. 

her 10 his breast. 
he said, 

will y 

the room. ‘Yes, | am sure you wil bot 

forgiven me ; he will pray for us i’ eo saying 

arms 8a he gould, with our mather, a 
thou sh he Lad receiviid the assistance of all 
immediately fell upon his knees. +O! Ed 
asd, said he, the big wars rll) 

[told him that | preferred the performance of 

from me wulking buck and forward, apjnre 

chamber, where the forenoon was spent in 

prayer that God would he with my father in 

I proceeded directly to 
the spot wh re I had seen him a f w hours 

he was sitting with his head leaning against a 

some evil had happened 10 you, and sent me 

lent prayers that God would not leave him in 

We 
ihe ouler edge of the grove 

when my lather stoppm.d shart, ¢'asped me 10 
his bosem and exclaimed in tears, * O11 Ed. 

O! forgive me, 
He naver 
I clasped 

my arms around his neck and pressed ny 
lips 10 his aherk, as my only method of giv. 
ng expression to my feelings, or a pledge of 

On arriviag ot 
the house, we met my mother in the dining. 
room ; my father, bathed in wars, clasped 

* Will you go with me ¢’ 
“| have determined to have reli, 

gion, and accompany our dear Edward ; and 
#0 with us, doughter ?' addressing 

himself 10 my sister, who was just hte: jog 

Join me ; and here is dear Edward, who has 

he drew mysoll and sist r a8 near - 
us 

ng down his 

chooks, *O1 Edward, proy fur o wicked fu, 

| conversing with her, or rather he prayed and 

‘talked together ; praying a part of a sentence, 

land talking the balance —My mother and sis 
| ter were both weeping in hitter accents—part 
‘of the ime praving for themselves, having 
| taken courage fiom the speedy deliverance | 
| of my farther. ‘Their prayers nnd groans, and 
|the prayers, exhortations and shouts with 
| whieh wy futher seemed overburdened, toge- 
| ther with my own prayers, all commingling 
together, produced what would g-nerally be 
termed wilt confusion. How lung lcontinved | 

lin peaver tor my mother 1 do not know, but 

| catching 1he eye of my weeping sister, it oc 
{eurred 10 me that | had entirely forgotten 

her, that | had not even prayed for hey at ail, 
Bitterly reproaching myself and still uoon my 
knees, | clasped hor to my bosom and bathed 
ker with tears of sorrow that | had been so 
thoughtless. 1 besought God with all my 
Lsoul for that dear, tha: only sister, that he 

| would enable her to renounce the world and 
all of is dluremehts, and cast ber naked soul 

on Jesus for salvation. My pres also 
praved with me, and while we wrestled, the 
svmbol of the Divine presence was manifest 
¢ Elden sid 1, * God has b essed you,” * Yes! 

| 811d she (ns we bathed each other's cheeks 
in tears) ‘| know | love the Suviour.! On 

| riving from our koees, we found, to our sir- 

| prise, that the morning had dawned, The 

| 

{ 
’ 

1 

! 

| 

{ 

fo lowing Sabbath we all reecived the solemn 
8 4' of our consecration ; and for mouths our 
bls: sermel compete. But the destroyer 
cme, and ‘hey have bern carried, one uher 
anoteer, 'o the silent and lonely hahitwtion of 
the dead, Over those countenances onee so 

| freehand lovely, have gathered the cold 
damps of death, and the unfeeling worm now 
fi-eds upon these | so fondly loved, But 1we 
(shot years had passed ere they had a'l left 
(me ; but they left in joyous hope-—they rest 
in pe co. Cowumption first poised is fatal 
dart at my lovely sister, and hke the early 
rose nipped by the untimaly blast, she soon 
fell its withered victimes While the rose 
faded from her cheek, und her sparkling eye 

| grew dim in death, joy and hope cheered her 

soul and lighted up her pissage through the 
durk und dreary waves of death's cold flood. 
A few momen's before she left us, imprint. 
ing upon my cheek the last pledge of a sis- 
tee's love, * Doar brother,” asid she, * a few 
months since your influence snatched me 
from the giddy paths that lead 10 death, and 
now 8 about 10 introduce me 10 the hame of 
the blessed. A few minutes and | shall strike 
my golden harp and swell my voice to the 
utthems of thy blood-washet, with my Sa. 
viour In glory. A few yas, snd | trust | 
shall he permitted to reeet you and our pas 
reals wll home in triumph" With her hepd 
pillowed in my bosom, her happy spirit 100k 
i's flight 10 fuirer climes and brighter scenes. 
In less than twelve months, wy dear parents 
ho h folluwed her. | noed not dewil the in. 
cidents of their huppy exit, They bme a 
similur tes imony, and liku her crossed the 
raging flood ia rapturous triumph, 

Pius | have been left like the lonely oak 
that bends (0 the sweeping teinpest of the 
moumtam’s top. The uabidden war of lune- 
ly'gricf will sometimes escape my eye, but the 
cheering prospect of meating ull my kindred 
var, 

When a few more griefs 1've tasted, 
When « few more Springs are o'er,’ 

dispels my gloom and makes my sorrows 
light." 
My friend Edward is now an Zion's walls, 

a fuithful and successiul min ster of the gos. 
pel. Not ouly his own kindred but hundreds 
mere of his spintual children will doubtless 
greet him homa 10 rest. 

The Excellency of the Bible. 
A nation would be truly blessed if it were 

paverned by no other laws than those of this 
blessed book, It is 0 complete a system, 
that nething ean be aided 0 Wn, or nken 
from.it, ki conaing everything needful 10 
bo known or done, It uffords a copy for 
king (Deut, xvii, 18)—for a ruler nud a sub 
ject 5 i gives instruction and counsel to a 
senate—nauhority and direction 10 & magis- 
trie 3 I eaulions 4 wiliess— requires an im- 

irtinl verdict of a jury, and furnishes a 
Judge with a guide for his sentence ; it places 
the hushand as lord of the household, and the 
wife us mistress of the twble—tulls him how 
10 rule snd her how to manage. | eniuily 
honor 1e parents, and evjoe ns obedience 
vpn ehilirpen, Ib prescribes the duly 
oid unite the sway of the sovereign-=ih 
rule of iw wiv, wed suibumny Uf We ater ; 

’ 
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commands the subjects to honour, and the 

We servants 10 oboy ; and promises the blessing 
and protection of its Author v. all that walk 

bv iis rules. lis holy influenve is associated 

with our weddings and burials. It promises 

fund and raiment as the reward of industry, 

but livnits the use of both. It pons owt a 

faithful and eternal guardian 'o the departing 

husband and father; te'ls him ‘0 whom to 

leave his fatherless children, and in whom bis 

widow is to trust (Jer. xix. 11 ), and prom’s- 
les a father 10 the former, and a husband to 

the latter. [t teaches a man both 10 set his 

house in order, and to mike hi: will § it ap- 

points a dowry for his wife, while il entai's 

the right of the first-born, and provides for 
the younger branches. It defends the rights 
of all ; and reveals vengeygnce 10 every de. 

frauder, over-reacher, and oppréssor. It is 
the first book, the best book, and the oldest 

It con ains the choie- 

est matter, gives the bes! instruction, and af- 

fords the greatest pleasure and satisfaction 
y It coning the hest 

laws, and profouniest mysteries that ever 
were penned. 1 bring: the best of ndings, 

and affords the best of comfort to the inquire 
It exhibi's life and im- 

mortality ; and shows the ways to everlast. 

ing glory. ltis a brief recital of all that is 

past ; and a cerain prediction of all that is 
to come. It setles all matters in debate, 
resolves all doubts, and eases the mind and 

conscience of all their seruples. It revea's 
the only living and true God, and shews the 

way 10 him ; and sels aside all other Gods, 

and desoribes the vanity of them, and of all 
In short, it is a hook of 

laws to show right and wrong; a book of 
wisdom, that condemns ull folly, and makes 
te foolish wise; a bok of truth, thy detects 
all live, and contutes nll ercors ; and a Hook 
of life, that shows the way from everlasting 
death. It is the most compendous book in 
all the wor d==the most authentic, and the 

most entertaining his ory that ever was pubs 
lghed 3 1 ontaies remote antiga ies, strange 
events, wonderiul « ceurrences, heroic dreds, 

uneralleled wars. Ir deseribes the eeles 
| tial, 1ervesirial, and infernal worlds and the 
orig'n of the angelic myriads, human tribes, 
oF infernal legions. It will instruct the 

most necomplished m chanie, and the elever- 
est netist 3 it will (cach the best rhel wigan, 

| and exerc se every power of the mest skilful 
a ithmetigian, (Rev. xii, 18)—puzz'e the 
wisest anatomis , nnd «xercise the profound. 
est critic. It correets the vain philosopher, 
an guides the wise astronomer. [1 exposes 
tne subtle sophist, and makes diviners mad. 
It is a comple e code of laws, a perk et body 
of divinity, an une qualied nanaive, a book 
uf lives, a bouk of travis, and a hook ol voy 

apes. li is the best covenant thai ever wag 
narod on, the bes deed that ever was sealed, 
ihe best evidence t ut ever was produced, the 
best wil' that aver was nade, and the best 
testament that ever was signed. To wader- 

stand il is to be wise indeed ; 10 be ignorant 
of itis to be destnute of wisdom. H ws the 
king's best copy, the wagistrare's bast rule, 
th house wife's best guide, the servant's best 
directory, and the young man's best comp n+ 
ion. It is the schoolboy 's best spelling-lbook, 
and the learned man's mauster-pilugco., Iteon- 

ing u choice grammar for a novice, and a 
profound treatise fur « sage ; it is the igoor. 
ant man's dictionary, and the wise man's di. 
reclory 

It affords knowledge of witty inventions fur 
the ingenions, and dark saying for the grave, 
avd 18 us own mterpreier. IL anesure ges 
the wise, the warrior, the patdol, and tho phi. 

lanthropist ; und promises un eerval rewad 

to the conqueror, And that which erowns 
wll is, that the author is without partiality and 
without hypoersy ; in whom 13 no var able- 
ness or shadow of tuning. 

Conversion of Mr. Spurgeon. 
The Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, preaching in 

Scotland, recently, gave an account of his 
“eonversion.” He s wed that, in early boy. 

hood, he was the subject of many religous 
pressions, and thos of so painful a nature 

that he might truly ray that he was « mises. 
bie wretch, Bo at lust he deermined 10 at- 
tend three times on the Sabbath in the house 
of God, and go \o every chap: | in the town 
in which he lived 10 seek a balm for his 
wounded spirit. Tt was not without prayer he 
formed his resolution ; and day alter day he 
ened to Chod-—<lut uover heard the Guspel 
preached le said this without disperage- 
mont of the minis ry of his naive tewn, for 
they wure good wien una true, bit one preach. 
vil the experience of the child of God, and he 
had mething 10 do with that ; and another told 
of the future bless ng of the regenerated, and 
that did not apply 0 hm: one Sunday the 
text would be, © Be aot deceived, God is not 
mocked,” and agin * The wayes of wn is 
death ;” he enly became worse sid worse af 
ter hearing disco rss whioh drwe him tw 
despair ; an. then came the text fur pro: 
piey but not a word for him, Al lly oy amy 
a Primitive Merhodist chapel, of which he had 
an'y h ard before that the sing'ng was so 
loud that it split people's heads. Well, he 
went there ; and he did And that they »ing 
quite a8 loud ax Le liked 10 hear. Bur the 
text was, “Lock unio Me, and he saved, all 
© ends of the earth.” Now, that was what 
e wanted to hear, He knew that it was in. 
tend: d for him ; and, indeed, the | 
fixed his eyes upun him, pofoted bh ts 
and said to him. © youn men, you are wgber 

nd «(upd sure, enn rout dispenses of 0 

thet wag br psi ym Wl 


