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Mohammed and bis Religion,

BY MRS, SARAII BARCLAY JOHNSON.

The following interesting account of 1he
false Prophet and his rcligion is- furnished
from advar.ced sheets of a new work entitlcd
“ Hodji in Syria.”” M:ss Barelay the author-
¢:8, resided several years in the East.

Mohammed was born at Mecea, A. D. 596
tlis family was one of the mast honourable in
Arabin ; they were wealthy, learned, and oe-
cupicd a high and influcntinl p sition in the
government «f their coui t-y. Abu Taleb,
his uncle, was the President of Mecca, and
was High Priest o the idol of the Black Stone.
His caravans to Syria were accompagiel by
the young Arab, where he doubtless heard

lthe Gospel of Christ proclaimed, and became
familiar with its truths, for the reception of
which his mind. hed been prepared by the
story of Jesus, told him by his mother, who,
thongh the ‘wife of Abdallah, was a reputed

Jewess.

At the age of twenty.five, Mohammed was
said to be the handsomest man of the tribe
Koreish ; and soon afier murried the rich
and noble widow of Khad jah, thus obtamed
abundant means for the advancement of his
ambitious plans. His character was thought-
ful and austere; his imagination ardent ; and
his delight was in religious meditation and
lofly reveries.

He commenced his eareer of reformation
in the attempt to define his own belicf, and
o raise himsell' above the gioss supe stit'on
f his countrymen. In solitude and retire-
ment he pondered the lessons he had learned
n Syria, and remembered that the ancient
people of his mother were still expeciing the
promised Messiah. Being possessed -of too
trong understanding to discover an emblem
of divinity in the idol of which his grandsire

ind uncle were the high priests, his mind
poared

“ From nature up (o nature's God.”

ind discarded from the national idolatry. By
ommuning with himself, he rccognized the
Xisience of the Diviii'y as an eternal spivit
Omnipotent, omuiscient, and incapable of be-
0g represented by the idols of his people.
For fifieen years he devoted himself to the
ontemplation of this sublime thuught, and
neditated upon the schemes of his religion.
At lengih he declared to a few friends that
¢ had a mission to. perform, and that he was
luthorized by the GrearGod of the Universe
0 be his Apostle, end as sueh to be instru.
ental in the eonversion of the world from
dolatry to the worship of the only true God.
lis wife, bis cousin Ali, then only eleven
pears old, his slave Zaid, snd Abu Bike, an
pulent citizen . of Mecca, were his first eon-
erts.  He was soon exiled from Mecea, and
caving that place with his little band of fol-
owers, he remained in obscurity three years.
leanwhile his religion was gaining ground
" other parts of Arabia, pariicularly in the
ty of Madina, which soon offered to receive
im and afford him protection. He acrepred
s offer; end no seoner did be enter their
.y than eitizens declared him to be their sov-
reign and the prophet of God. From this
oment ‘he'declared 1hat his inission was 1o
x'end his religion by his sword, to destr
| « temples of the infidels, 10 overthrow all
Rols, and to pursue unbelievers 10 the ends
lthe earth. ¢ The sword,” said he, * is the
ey of heaven and of hell ; 'whosoever falls
: b:nle shail receive the pardon of his
8, i1

The once r tired anchorite. now became a

‘hqueror, Hc headed his army in persony,

marched against Mecca. - While e
bute he won over the wily Bedawin, and ten
Ousand Arabs jsined his army. He enter-
i Mecca, where he established his seat of
Verment, as a temporal prince, and am
$sadors flocked fiom every sile to congras

ae the naw sovereign 3 and from this lime
came the ruling priv.ee of ‘Arabia, having
| three years subjugated the eatire country.
U1iag his reign ‘of six years,-he sent out
enty. fou s militery -~ expeditivns, oine of
ich he commanded in perso.. la 632,
¢ bundred und fourtcen housund Mussul-
*h marched under his banner, upon which
U nscribed their confession of faith : *+ No
“ bui God, and Motammed is his pro-
T'“‘ remarkable man was the husbind of
‘'een wives, although he allowed his follow-
* 10 have but four ; and was the father of
L'.ht_qm drun, only one of whom lived to en-
Y his fatherly care.  Bu: how different from

- he decl'ned, for

by Ged, the Lord of the world ; its branches

NN,
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the life of the meek and low'y Jesus, who bad | for the lookers-on.

not where 1o fay his head; who went about'
doing good, henling the sick, giving sight to |
the blind,’and comfort 10" the distressed eve- |
rywhere! he “had no’ armiy 1o énforce his
precepts:iino sword but the sword of the spi-
rit, which was the “ Word of God ;™ and was
persecuted uniil his crueified body was no
I'nger susceptible of paip. Though a de—
spised Nazoarene, his fol'owers wished to
make hin a king; Q;;, unlike Mohammed,.

his & gdom was not of this
world. Christ was boro 1t a stable—Moham.-
med in a palace. Christ died the death of a
felon—Mohamined that of'a sovereign, '

Having fuiled to discover the supposed |
analogy 1n the lives and characters of the
founders of the two great religions of the
world, let- us exanine thwir doctrines, and |
sce if they be equally recommend. d by their|
intrinsic merits, and whether they deserve to |
be classed in the same category.

Mobammed did not atempt to introduce
a new religion, for that would hava aroused
the p-ejudices of his countrymen. . He pre-
fessed 10 res'ore the only true and primitive
faith which existed in the days of the Pa-
triarchs and Prophets from Adam to Christ.
lis fundamental doctrine ‘'was the ¢ Unity
of . God,’* which presented a broad founda—
tion for a popu'ar snd universal religion.
He orduined five daily prayers, and enjoined
many ablutions we!l suited to Oriental life
He instituted the feast of Rhamadan, and
the pilgrimage to Mecca, where one prayer
he deel:red 10 be worth one huadred thou-
sand prayers u'tered clsewhere. Ile deerced
that every man should d:siribute, for. char-
itable purposes, the hundredih part of his
possessions. His laws were adapied to the
d-fferent circumstrnces of the people, and
he so changed his religion as to suit every
nation.

The Koran, of which Mohammed was the
tuwhor, trea's of death, the resurreciion,
tl @ judgment, a future state of happiness and
of torment, 10 a manner which greatly affects
the imagination. At the end of the world,
the righteous and the wicked must pass over
al-Sirat, or the bridge of Judgments, ** which
is as slender as the thread of a famished
spidar,and as sharp as the edge of a sword,
aeross which the good are able to pass into
Paradise, but the wicked inevitably fall iuto
the abyss of hell—over which the” bridge is
suspended. - While in torment they are shod
with shoes of fire, obliged to drink filthy and
scalding water, and have about their necks
seventy thousand halters, cach of which is
held by seventy theusaud angels, who drag
them through fifes and poisonous serpents
and  dragons with seven heads.” The
Mus:ulman’s place of punishment is divided
into seven departments for different classes
of delinquents : the airst, called Gohenna,
designed for men who, though they believe,
arc wicked : from this purgaiory, however,
afier a certain period of punishment for their
sins, they are released *and rewarded for
their faith ; the second, »amed Paha, is for
the Jews ; the third, al-Hotamah, for Chris-
tians : the fourth, al-Sair, for the descendents
of the wicked Saba or Sabeans: fifth for
magicians, or the Perisia Magi; sixth, al--
Jahim, for idolaters ; the las., and lowest, al-
Hawyer, tor hypocrites;

Their future place of happiness is called
Jannat—a garden—corresponding to  the
Greek word Paradise, lts situation is above
the seventh heaven, next under the throne
of God. " To indicate the richness of the
soil, they say it is of the finest wheat flour,
musk, and saffron, It is watered, says the
Koran, with streams cousisting of some de-
lightful beverage ; in some places with ua-
changeabieumilk, soms with clarified. honey,
and some with win~, But the highest de-
light'is to be derived from the society of the
Houris, or the beautiful girls with. black
eyes, who are formed of musk, and reside in
the pavilions of hollow pearls, cue of which
is sixty miles long. There “are eight gates
to his Mohammedan Paradise, each of
which leads to a _different abode of huppi-
ness, graduated agcording to the merits of
the person ; the first or highest degree for
the prophets ; the next for the doctcrs and
teachers of the word ; the next for the mar-
tyrs j the rest for different classes according
as they deserve to be blessed. The meanest
inhabitant will have an extravagant num.
ber of wives and servants, and eirey dinner
will be served up in three hundred dishes of
gold.

There ate. many striking passages in the
Mobammed:n Scriptures, a few of which may
nout be uninteresting :

“ Do not give way 1o avarice ; avarice isa
tree which the devil hath. planted in hell,
and whose branches spread over the earth.
Whoever seeketh to gather its fruit is entang!-
ed in them and swept into the fire.”

“ Generosity ‘is'a trée planted in heaven

descend to the carth ; man will climb up by
it into Paradise,” »

* Alms that are given in fuith, ‘without os-
ten'ation, and in secret; extinguish the wrath
of Ged, ond prese/ve from a violent death,
They %?eneh 'sin as water quencheth the
fire. "They shut the seventy gates of evil.”

“The Prophet hath said: Whesever ens
tereth Mecca shall, issua . from it like the
newly-born, ebild. . ‘The Lerd looks down
every night upon the ‘earth; the first town
that he seéth is Mecca ; those whom he seeth
first are those who knecl and pray. One
huudred and iwenty mercies descend daily
frowe icaven on Mecca : sixiy for those who

‘ging!

pray, forty for those who fast, and twenty

Hell shall remove two
hundred years’ march, and heaven shall
draw nigh two hundred years, to the man
who bears the heat of Mececa.”

Bartimeus

OR THE POWER OF CRYING PRAYER.

“ And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of David, |

have'mercy on me.  'And they who went before re=
buked him, that he should hold his peace; but he
eried so much the m-re, Thou son of David, have
merey onme.” Luke xviii: 38, 29.

What an object of pity is here! Poor
Bartimeus ! at this retnote period our hearts
bleed for thee. B ind—born blind !—and so
incigent as to have to sit by the wayside beg-
Alas for thee ! Deprived of the un-
speakably precious blessing of sight, by which
so many of the pleasures and joys of life are
received. Thine eyes had never seen the
sun. The works of God were an uuknown
blauk to thee, The beauties of nature, the
countenances of friends, had never imparted
one thrill of gladness to thy heart. Mourn-
ful case! And to all this was added abject
poverty, even to begging. What has sin
done? None such as this man were found
in Eden, nor shall ever be met with in hLea-
vea. ‘ My soul, repeat His praise,” who,
though [ am not in Eden or in Heaven, has
so graciously distinguished my lot from thot
of Bartimeus—*‘ What shall ] render unto
God?

But in Bartim:us’ phys'cal and temporal
circumstances, a'l can see their owa 1adivi-
dual moral states by nature, . ** Blind—born
blind—and beggars I Blind to the glories
of God, of his works, and of his Word. Ig—
norant of one’s own self, of the Savior, and
of the way of salvation, is every man by na-
ture ;- and not only 'so, but spiritually poor
and blind. Men may funcy themselves in-
creased in goods, and having need of noth.
ing ; but the truth is, they are * poor, and
miserable, and wietched, and blind, and nak-
ed. The fact s, they are * ready to perish.”
Dear readers, do we feel it? have we rea-
lized it? have we cried 10 Jesus ? are we en-
lightened, enriched, saved ?

For man—a'l glory to God!—for man there
is a Savior, who is near, able, willing to
save. Near, by his humanity—near, by his
divinity. He comes into our world to seek
and save us. Ah! it is He who seeks out
the perishing sinner. We are found of him,
not he of us. - And that he is able nnd willing
to save, let this beggar’s deliverance testify,

It was to this Savior blind Bartimeus was
praying-—*CRYING so much the more.” And
what a prayer it was! What an example it
sets; What lessons of prayer it teaches!
Would to God, says every Christian heart, I
could so pray, always so pray !

It was ““crying, persevering prayer.”
 He eried, and cried so much the more.”
Under the pressure of distress the mind
pushes, forces its way through—struggles,
wrestles, agonizes, to get to God, to be heard
and helped. ¢ He cried”—and when rebuk-
ed to hold his peace; * he cried so much the
more.” He must be heard—must be helped.
Now or never. The ouly Savior from his
maledy was passing by—might never pass
agaio ; all his hopes were hung upon this one
moment, and upon Jesus, and Jesus only ;
therefore, lie wou!d not be silenced, would
not give up, but ‘¢ cried, and eried so much
the more, Thou son of Duvid, have mercy
on ME."”

Ah! it is not fine prayers, nor eloquent
prayers, but CrYING pravers, which attract
notice and are heard and answered, ¢ Jesus
stood still.” O the power of crying prayer !
Are my prayers such as to stop up the way
of my Jesus, and ®nuse him to stand still ?
O for a baptism of sueh prayer sped down
on the churches | ¢ Jesus stood siill.” 'Tell
ity reader, tell it if you can—what were now
the beggar’s feelings, his hopes, his fears,
his deep anxicty—what? And what were
now the workings of the compassionate mind
of Jesus toward hirr, and what the expecla:
tions of the lookers.on? What a moment of
breathless suspense! How every eye ran
between and upon the beggar and the Sa.
vior! The suspense must have been pain-
ful.

At last the silence was broken ; Jesus said
unto him, *“What wilt thou ?” This was
not the language of inquiry. Heknew what
the beggar wanted ; but it was the lahguage
of compassionate Omnipotence—Ilanguage
which on an angel’s lips would be b'asphemy.
By this inquiry a &lank is put into the beg-
gar's hand, to write upen, what'he would.
The powers of God are at his command.
“ What wilt thou?” ' Write, speak, ask,
*open thy mouth wide, and 1 wiil fill it.”

# Never man spake like this man.”

“ What wilt thou ?”” *}Fear not ; only be-
lieve, ‘and thou shalt see ihe glory of God.”
His glorious powers on thy behalf, ané his
glomoas grace and good will to help thee. s
anything too hard for Him whe drove back
the sea, and brought waters gushing out of
the rock for Israel, his ehosen ?

What a practical moment on that saying
of Jesus, “ Men ought always to pray, and
not to faint! Avre any discouraged, fearful
they shall pray in vain to Jesus?  Ah! they
would be the first. Look hither, Who prays
toJesus ?  Who is heard and helped 2 A
poor blind beggar. Ah ! who may not ery
to Jesis? Who need despair, in any case,
whocriesto him ?  Ishe changed since then?
or is his arm shortened, that he cannot save ?
Whom ean he not, will he not help who ery
to him? He is willing as he is able.
“ What wilt thoa 2 T am at thy service. |
wait for thy request. Oanly say the word.

.

|

i

|

“ What wilt thou?” Was ever grace like
this? = Ye powers of hell, hear it! Ye men
of angry spirits—filled with malice, intrigue, |
ard stratagem, devil-like, seeking to destroy '
such as have done you no evil—hear it, ani
tremble !—* What wilt thou:” Jesus, to'
all who cry to him in distress, says, * What |
wilt thou ¢” #

What Chrisian reader does not say, O
Jesus ! Igt iy heart ever so pray to thee, so,
wrestle, strugg'e, prevail | Many discourage- |
ments upbraid my hope, and hid me ¢ hold
my peace.” O help ms to ¢ry 1o thee,!
the more so tocry ! Give me, give me cry-

— — S ——

day, laboring with him upon two important
poinis—the giving of his heart to God, and
becoming a new man in Christ Jesus ; and if
restored to health, returning immediately to
his parents. Upon this first he is serious,
thoughtful, often tender and melted to tears :
listens with deep earnestness to all my coun-
sels, and receives thankfully and reads care.
fully, and I hope prayerfully, such tracts as
[ sclected for his reading. And as to the se-
cond point, he has given me his solemn pledge
that if God spares him, aod raises him up
from this sickness, he will return to his fa-
ther’s house ; and oh, let it be made the sub-

ing, struggling, agonizing, overcoming prayer | ject ot daily and importunate prayer, that he
——prayer to attract thy attention, stop thee, may return, like the prodigal son, to weep

obtain ali needful help from thee ; and finally
save me, from death and hell, into thy king- |

dom and giory. Amen and Amen !— Chris.
Intelligencer.

An Interesting Story of a young Sai-|
lor.

[Ar American chaplain, who preaches to!
American and English sailors in the port of |
Havre, in France, sends home a letter about |
the sailors who aitend his chuareh, and those |
whom he visits in their ships, or, when they |
are sick, in the marine hosphals of that ecity. |
He is an agent of the American Seamen’s
Fiiend Society. We have not room to print)|
his whole letter ; but the following portion,
which is about a young sailor who ran away
from home and who fell sick in Havre, we
give for the benefit of the large family of chil-
dren who read this ecolumn, and who we hope
will he warned by such an example against|
ever ‘‘ running away to sea.”]

I have had several intercsting cases at the
Hospital—among them that of a young man, |
whose parents live at Sand Lake, about five
miles from Albany, and who are a branch of|
the Commodore Perry family, of Lake Erie|
fame. In my daily beats uround the hospi- |
tal, and among the cots appropriated to Eng-
lish and American sailors, | espied a young
man with keen black eyes, and thin Ameri-
can visage, that particularly atiracted my at-
tention, and | approached his cot with more
thun usual interest, from the fact of his lis-
tening with eager and profound attention 1o
every word I said to others around him.
After a few preliminary question:, which |
moistened his eyes, [ put what to me is the |

praying mother ?”’  This was more than he |
cou'd stand. He burst into tears, and reach. |
ing out his arm at full length to seize his|
coat, that lay upon a chair at the head of his
cot, he thrust his hand into the pocket, draw-
ing ont a number of letters, saying, * Yes,
indeed | have. Please read these letters re-
ceived to-day, and you’ll see bow my motlier
prays for me.” | tried to read them, but my
heart and my eyes failed me. Such plead-
ings, such tender solicitude, such beseeching
his return to his father’s house and to his mo-
ther’s arms—her only darling son. It was
enough to meit the hear: of a stone! When
he saw the difficulty 1 labored under in at-
tempting to read them, and becoming more
calm bimself, he said, * Well, lay down the
letters, and I’il tell you,. all about it. More
than seven years ago | ran away from home,
was a wild reckless boy, and went to sea,
aguninst my parent’s will ; and though I have |
been frequently in the Unit-d S:ates since, |
have never been home, nor have | seen either
of my parents, nor my only sister. Being
an only son, they bhave spared no pains in|
trying to find me, and to take me home.
Whenever they have heard of my being in
any American port—New Bedford, New
York, or elsewhere—my father would start
immediately 1o search me out; but I bave
always and successfully eluded his search,
and resisted all their entreaties to return. And
you see,” added he, ‘“ by these letters that|
my father reached my boarding-house in New |
York just two hours afier | had sailed on this|
my last voyage for Havre. And now,” said
he, * if | should die here, | want you to take
charge of these letters and answer hem for
me.”” Here his feelings so overcame him
there was a long pause—aund fearing lest his |
strength would give out, 1 told him | would |
retire, leave him for a quiet rest, and return
the next morning- ~-which [ did.

I now questionec him as to the reasons for
keeping his parents in suc’ a constant agony
of mind. * Even if you are determined to
fo'low the seas agaiust their wishes, why not
mitigate their sorrows by an occasional yisit 27
“To tell you the truth,” said he, 1 have|
been associated with such vile and reckless
characters, spending my money as fast as |
earned it, and often faster, that | was ashamed
to see them : and seldom could | keep money
long enough to take me home, nor could |
afford a decent suit of clothes ; for my mo-
ney was squandered as fust as it came into |
mny hands—and [ was too proud to go home
a ragged pauper. Why,” said he, * in my
voyages 1o China, and round and round the
world, | have had money enough to make
me rich, if | bad only taken care of it. |
took one vovage 1o Australia, and there went
into the mines ; | was very successful, and |
had at ore time over seventecn, hundred
pound sterling ; but instead of going directly
home, | squandered it, like a fool, faster than
| made it.” ' Thus he went on with his histo-
ry,—which in fact is but the history of thous-
ands—which only proves that our ships, with
their concomitants, are the Sodoms and Go-
morrahs into which the reckless youth of our
country ran, and in which are engulled the
fond hopes of many a weeping parent. |
have visited this young m n almest every'

upon his father’s neck, and dry up his mo-
ther’s tears, and s'art a new song among the
angels in heaven over one more sinner that
repenteth.

The steamer lingers, giving me time to say,
I have just had a meeting at the Hospital of
thril'ing interest—some four or five sailors
deeply anxious. I told them of what God
was doing in New York, of the prayer-meet-
Ings held there, of the many sailors hopeful-
ly converted to God, .and how the glorious
work was spreading all over our land, and
that some of the most hardened and desperate
characters in the land had become subjects
of divine grace, * had turned from darkness
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general, though unavowed disbelief in the
efficacy of prayer—a painful feeling that my
prayers; especially,are vain—a sense of con-

| straint and coldness between me and my best

!
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!

|

!
|
!
|
|
|
|
t
|
)
!

Friend —uusatisfied longings—hours of ennui
—and a troubled conscience, because these
things are so.

[am commanded to search the Scriptures.
The word of God is the food of the soul.—
They who know most of the Lord become
most assimilated to him. They who behold
steadfastly the glory of the Lord are chang-
ed from glory to glory into the same image.
If now I am indolent in the study of the Bi-
ble—if I do not earnestly and perseveringly
apply myself to it—if [ rarely so study it as
to be impressed by it personally, and so re-
ceive it and inwardly digest it—what is my
reward ? Leanness of soul,darkness of mind,
superficial views of many important truths,
and a fearful weakness and trembling often.
times on the verge of delusion and error—and
all the time a troubled consciousness of ig-
norance concerning Him with whom | have

I to do.
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to light, and from the power of sin and Satan !

unto God.” When | spoke of “ Awful Gard-
ner,” the pugilist, of his conversion, of his
confession in a large meeting, telling what
God had done for his soul, what joy he feit,
and of
Lord and Moster as faithfully as he had served
Satan, they wept like children, and young
Perry said, * Why, | knew Gardner very
weil.” I then told them of the prayer-meet.
ings held all over the city, and every day in
the week, and that Burton’s Theatre was ren-
ted for that purpose, and filled with anxious
praying people. Said Perry again, “ I have
heen in that theatre.” and he sighed out an
expression of earnest hope ‘that in six
weeks he should be able to return home.”
My own heart was deeply moved, and I
never spoke with more ease and apparently
with more effect. One poor fellow, who was
convalescent, followed me out of the ward,
begged me to pray for him, saying, * 1 have
a good pious mother in Philadelphia, and I

ran away too, end I want to get back home. |
uestion of questions, * Have you a pious, | |
q | ) y |

am determined to be a Christian, and 1e-
turn and be a b'essing to my mother; do
pray for me.” [ need not say 1 promised to
do it,

Dees God Reward ldlemess ! Yes.

Has a farmer any reason to expect a good
crop from a field in which he has never sown
a seed’
~ Has a mechanic any reason for expecting
to see a building rising up before his eyes,
the timber for which he has not hewn—upon
the frame of which he has not yet worked an
hour ?

Has the merchant who sits idly at home,
neither buying nor selling—neither planning
nor executing purposes of gain, any reason
to exppect a profitable business ?

Has the student any hope of eminence in
any literary path, or of a well stored mind,
who opens not a book, nor applies himself to
any tasks ?

Has any man a right to expect a clear
compreheansion of a subject which he has ne-
ver investigated, and upon which he has
never suffered bis thoughts 1o dwell ?

Is there any department of human industry
or any w~lis of science, or any path of virtue,
in whicn a person can reasonably hope for
success, without dilligently, and fauhfully,
and laboriously using appropriate means ?

Absurd questions all, A chiid of six years
would know better than to ask them.

Yet all these idlers have their reward. The
farmer has a barren field. - The mechanic
has a burden of an unfinished work. The
merchant has empty coffers. The student
has an unfurnished mind, and perplexity and
confusion, where he might see clearly. They
are all ill at ease. They have each a disturb-
ed conscience. This is @ part of the recom-
perse that God awards to idleness.

How is it in spiritual things ? ‘Will the
sluggard, albeit he is a professing christian,
have any other than a garden overrun with
weeds, while he folds his hands, saying, * a
little more sleep and a little more slumber ?

How shall 1, who know that personal holi-
ness is the only ground of acceptance with
God aund the only possible foundation of a
useful character, how shall I be rewarded, if
| almost entirely neglect the caltivation of
holiness? KEvidently { shall doubt of my
standing in his sight, and be painfully troub-
led as to where [ shall begin, and what [ shall
do, and whether | shall succeed when 1
would attempt to win souls to Christ. [shall
also always earry with me a disturbed con-
science, reminding me of this want of holi-
ness,

How shall [ be rewarded, if neglect pray-
er? - Great blessings are promised in unswer
to prayer. The command to pray ‘¢ daily”
fervently, unceasingly, importunate, never
fainting, is imperatively binding on every
christian. And such praying, we are assur-
ed, prevails. If now, | am idle or lisiless in
prayer—if fifteen minutes in the morning,
and fifteen minules at night, covers all the
time of my communion with God—and if |
have not yet comprehended what it is * fo
upon out my sou!” in prayer—what is my
reward ?  God is not unrighteous. A sure
reward and just awaits all his children. A
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“[fany man will be my disciple,” says
Jesus® let him follow me.”” The injunctions
to self-derial in the Bible are numerous, and it
is inculcated as an important method of
growth in grace. The reason of this is evi-
dent. Selfishness is but another name for
unholiness. Self-will and self-indulgence
ure the exact opposites of submission to the
divine will, and the holding ourselves always
readv to do his work.—Growing ho'iness

| will surely uproot and suppress indulgence.
his determination to serve his new |

If | make no sacrifices, therefore, in my
outward life for the sake of inner and spiritu-
al being, what is my reward? IfI cannot
forego ostentation and extravagance and plea-
sure seeking, which brings so many snares—
if | cannot deny myself the luxuries which
appetite demands, and which clog my mea-
tal preceptions by injuring the ecuriously and
wonderfully constructed instrament by which
the spirit works—if [ cannot deny myselfthe
expression of selfish opinion and the carrying

lout of self-will—and the manifestations of

evi! temper—if in these small things [ cannot
follow my Master, what must | expect?
Clearly an entire want of appreciation of His
character and of conformity to itl—and the
coming short of all those higher atiainments
in spirituality and holy living which follow
npon self-denial as effeet upon cause.

¢ Seek first the kingdom of God and his

| righteousness,” is the cardinal rule of the
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christian life, and to those who obey it all
things necessary for the earthly life are sure-
ly promised. What will be my reward?
[ shall be left to seek first my own affairs—

| my health, my comfort, my ease, my plea-

sure, the providing for my family, the fol-
lowing of the perishing fashions of this world.
These things, despite all my endeavours to
the contrary——yes despile my prayers, (for
prayer and effort will be divorced) will take

| possession of my soul, will be first in m
| thoughts, first in my aff ctions, will take the

!

| throne within me, and the consequence is
{ sure,

| shad have a!l the distractions and
anxieties of those wno have no covenant God

| —no sure word of promise, and who are
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| ocassionally those wh'ch are otherwise.
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strangers to that perfect peace which his
trusting and obedient children know. |[shall
be a dead branch—an unsightly and useless
appendage to the church on earth, suffered
only to remain among its yisible members,
but having no part nor lot in its present la-

bours or its fina! triumph,—Congregational
st. -

Dissatisfied Hearers.

It is the lot of some to hear habjtually, in
the place where they are accustomed to wor-
ship, preaching which fails to satisfy them.
Where the regular ministrations are agree-
able, it usually happens to every one to hear
It
becomes then a question of some importance
what kind of deportment is proper in such.
circumstances. No question need arise
where the preaching gratifies the taste of the
listener. A manner which encourages the
speaker, and invites others 1o listen, is then
assumed involuntarily. Now, when the word
is, or seems to the hearer to be, inadequetely
or distastefully presented, is he or she at
liberty to indicate this feeling by expressive
looks of disgust or approbation, ar by an air
of undisguised weariness or inattention ? It
appears to me that a style of deportment
quite different from that appropriate to the
theatre or the lecture-room is demanded in
the house of God. Reverence for the place

'and the objects of the service demands that

the critical and esthetic powers be kept in
abeyance, and a suppression of sigus of feel-
ing, which are only lees improper than clap-
ping or hissing. All such demonstrations
are in total disregard of those whose tasies
happen to be different. They may be
wounded, vexed, disgusted—if they are ir-
religious, they will propably be gratified, for
it helps to keep any truth frem reaching them.
Is such a manner just toward the preacher ?
If, as may generally be presumed, he has
tried to set forth the truth in an effective
wmanner, is it just to torture him by showin
that he bas tried ineffectually ? If he knows
that he does notand cannot satisfy you, is it
right for you to try every Sabbbath to make
him feel the power of an unfriendly and vn-
appreciative hearer? If he is a stranger in
the pulpit, may all the rules of Christian cour-
tesy he set aside by the dissatisfied heaver ?
It 1s shameful, the vokind and inconsiderate
manner with which young preachers are
often greeted in their fir ¢ attempts, The




