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present position, ia_such a pass of their
affairs. oo g '

A week ar fortnight will yet elapse before
tidings of the assault on Lucknow are re-
ceived. [Every care has apparently been
iaken to give the finishing stroke to the heart
of the rebellion there.

SIR HENRY HAVELOCK.

Meanwhile, Sir Heory Havelock’s Me-
moirs by R. Brock bas been subscribed for to
the extent ¢f 30,000 copies—a more com-
plete narrative is expected from his brother-
n law’s pen, Mr. J. C. Marshman—and a

testimonial meetiog has been held in
rury Lave Theatre, presided over by the
Duke of Cambridge, (Commander of the
Forces), and addressed by the Marquis of
Laosdowne, Sir W. Gomm, Lord J. Russel,
Sir F. W, Willliams, and other eminent men.
It is intended to erect a statue in Trafalgar
Square, on one side of the Nelson Column,
and to devote the surplus of the fund to some
appropriate object.

Miss Nightingale has received from the
workmen of Sheflield a splendid case of cut-
lery as an expression of their admiration for
bes labours.

SABSATH DESECRATION.

Next Suoday, if | mistake not, the Episco-
pal Churches of Loodom will resound with
many discourses on the sin of Sabbath-break-
ing. A commitiee of London clergymen
have drawn up a report on the extent of
Sunday trading o this city ; they say that
about one half of the shops are open after
ten o'clock, and thatthere is a general in-
crease in this untoward direction of Sabbath
affairs. The Bishop of London has advised

forth some fruit.

his clergy 1o make this coadition of things a
theme of pulpit comment.

The Lord Justices of Appeal yesierday
decided a case which has been in the balance
for many months. " They emphatecally
affirm that any arrangemeat made in civil
cases beiwecn opposing law vers, without the
consent of their cliemis, is pull and void a
point of law. For once, at all events, law is
on the side of justice.

THE TRAFFIC.

On Tuesday a deputation from the Usited

Kingdom Alliance waited upon the new Home

Secretary to introduce the proposal of an Act
for allowing districis 10 vote for the probibi-
tion of the liquor traffic within their own
limits, and to enjoy this result where two-
thirds of the votes recorded should be in
favour of the change. The deputation we,:re‘
courteously received and heard. Next day
several members of Parliament ineludiog
Mr. Bgss, of Pale Ale celebrity were seen,

the higher minwsterial office.
“ imposition of hands’

A First Step.

and the subject is likely 10 come up in the
form of a Select Commitiee of Enquiry.

A gentleman has offered iwo prizes, one
of a hundred guineas, the other of fifty, for
the first and second best essays explanatory
of the numerical disscauination of the Society
of Friends.

The question of ** Weekly Offerings” as a
means of complete church pecuniary sup-
port. I8 exciting counsiderable attemiion in
the dissenting world, The pew rent system
is one which wouald be well abandoned, if
risk to the finances were avertivle. Wih a
Christendom composed of Christians and they
of the name, lack of silver and gold, theve
should be none for the holy erusade to which
the Captian of Salvation calls all his fol-
lowers.

B.

@he Intelligencer.

SAINT JOHN, N. B., APRIL 16, 1858,

Terms for the Religious Intelligencer.

The Terms of this paper are ONE DOLLAR if paid
in advance, or within three months from the tiwe the
subscription commences, SEVEN SHILLINGS AND
Sixpexce if payment is delayed until after three
months, These terms will be strietly adhered to

B. J. UsperuinL, Agent,

** All letters of business for the Helegiows In'elli

gencer Office, hould be directed to the Agent

The Pastoral Office.

A Word to our own Churches,

It hae been fashionable with some very well
meaning Chnstians to speak lightly of, and cven
condemn the pastoral office. Preaching by them
is held in low estecm,—the social gatheriags of
the church, and the subordinate means of grace,
are regarded as the only Mstroments for good,
Far, very far, be it from us te detract from the
utality and velue of exhortation and experience
meetings ; we believe they are of incalculable
value, but they con never supply the place of
thoes higher meaus of grace which are in reality
the seed times in religion, when faithfal messa-
ges from God carry conviction heme 1o the
hearts of the impenitent, and prepare the way
for their futlure conversion. 1n our ewa Denom-
ination but few Churches and Congregations
have the gospel preached to thews regularly
every Babbath,—but few have ministerial over-
sight many of our churches we feir have not
learned to appreciate the real value of this pro-
vision for thewr growth in grace and enlarge-
ment in numbers, Many of onr ministers have
an aversion to the responsibilities of the pastoral
office, and prefer scattering their labour, so as
to render the probability of an ingatherng there-
from exceedingly uncertain. We grant that
churches are generally planted by the itinerant
labours of zealous meu, who * go everywhere
preaching the word,” but no church can long
prosper without such mesns of grace s the
Head of the Church has appointed for its use.
It?only requires a glance at our own churches
to confirm this view, For while it has been cus-
tomary with some to denounce those churches
which have regulor mimsterial labour, and pas-
torul oversight, as formal and dead, we uvanly re-

* guire that the facts may be looked at, snd judg-

ment given aceordingly, Where is there a sin-
g'e church and congregation that has grown and

readering itself to Christ.

turning-point of destiny.

to men, but which to the eye of augels
God command eternal 1ssues.

The following illustration of the value of the
first step in the right directicn, as well as the ter
rible consequences of indecision should be deep
ly pondered :—

“It was at some tine during his college life, 1n
his senior year, I think,that Dr. T., became decid-
ed'y a servant of Christ.
| have heard him make a statement which is very
instructive and monitory. There was a clasmale
and particular friend of lus, who, at the same
time, by the working of the divine Spirit, was
concerned for his eternal interests,
friends communicated

converse with bun.

will not, to-day.

nal destiny.

increased without the regular preaching of the
gospel and gorresponding ordinances 7 Many
have managed to hold their visibility—but not
one has retained its strength! Bome have been
blessed with reviyals under the itinerant labour
which they have received, but in almost all in.
stances bave these revivals been followed by de-
clensions, which rendered the subsequent state

become the ha
Philadelphia.

| pesday evening the 17ih inst.

is there a church that bas struggled hard to se-
cure and sustain regular winisterial labour, and
bas done so for any great length of time, but
God has blessed them in adding to their graces
and numbers ? Pastors of churches are not al-
ways in revival-—there is seed-lime as well w
harvest, but good seed faithfully sown will brimg
An improper cowparison is
sometimes made between churches having pastors
and those which have not, by the exercise of the
gifts of each. The religion of the two is judged |
by the number who * speak mn mecting ;” bt this |
is & very uncertaia criterion, and one from which
in wany cases no certain evidence can be ga-
thered. Where the existence of public worship
depends on the gifie of the church, many may be
found to take part in the religious exercises, be-
yond which they mey feel but little interest.
While in the church where the public services
are meiotaioed by preaching but few are heard
w speak. This, however, in most casee, argues
nothing in relation to the amount of religion en-
joyed ineach. “Let us not love in word and
in tongue, but 1n deed and in truth.” The ex-
istence of ministerial teaching snd pastoral care
10 & church should never prevent the proper and
judicious exercise of the church’s gifts. Every
gift should be cultivated, and the proper office
of every member sought out ; and the idea that
the ministerial office in ite proper exercise, con-
flicts with, or prevents the proper exercise of the
gifts of the church, is a fatal mistake.
churches hold only Sabbath services, and per-
haps one week day service Leside, and that very
thinly attended, but little opportuaity is afforded
for the cultvation of those gifis and graces which
adorn the social gatherings of the church. Pro-
per minisgeiial teaching and pastoral oversight,
with more prayer and social meetings for expe-‘
rience and enquiry, are now one of the funda-
mental wants of the churches of our DDemomina-

Where

tion. An efficient lay ministry is alse an im-% What thoughts—what ripening feelinge blos-
portant necessity which our churches feel. Too
much haste to advance beyond this homourable | histories that have here had their begianing and
and useful position, has deprived some of our | consummation? God Almgity knows and noue
churches of efficient aid. There are qualifica- i other can know !

tions for this office, and which are adapted to its | “ Then came the season of idieness—the old
usefulness, which are altogether nadequate for | building, where the lights had flashed so long

To receive the | upon such varied scenes, was dese:ted—the mice
is a matter of great im-
portance, and which those only should receive |

- » | them.
who devote themselves “ wholly to the work. g A _ . i

- 1 s . v " » a n

We shall continue our remarks on this subject | I'hen came this stramnge transformation. It
hereafter.

The following brief remarks relative to the
first step in coming to Carist are from the N, Y,
“Independent.” There are many now in our
city whose minds have been called up W the sub-
ject of religion, who would do well to heed the
counsel in this brief paragraph :—

“ In coming to Chnst a first step must be tuken,
a first act performed, a first decision made.—
That first step is to come; that first act is to be.
lieve'; that first decision to repent and obey. All
e'se, attending prayer-meetings or inquiry-meet.
inge, reading, thioking, seeking, is but prelimi.
nary, and is often needlessly prolonged. The
point of conversion is lnmediate ; and whatever
may precede ihis, conversion never takes place
until the mind itself renounces s'n, and throws
itself upou Christ [0 parden, with tull purpese to
trust and to obey. Whenever Lhis is done, it is
done in some instant of time ; and then the con-

vert wonders that he Lad wot done this long be-

What is requisite to this end, s not protract-
ed feeling and long-continued effort, but a con-
concentration of the mind upon one act of sar-
Ofiten the first step
18 an act of commitment, trivial in itself, but the
“1 will arise, and go
to my Father,”” There are crises in the history
of souls, which at the moment seem insignilicant

aud of

Respecting that event

The two
thewr feelings 10 each
And one day, while walking together,
th2y raised the question whether they should
then call on President Dwight, wio ha
all persons thoughtful upon religion to call and
At length, while still 1alk.
ing and doubling on thar question, they came tc
' They stopped and
At length Taylor said, * Well, I shall
‘Well, said his companion, ‘I thiak |
Taylor went in; and the re-
sult of his conversation with that eminet Chris-
tian guide was that he gave himself to Christ 1n
a covenant neverto be broken, and became ‘a
burning and shining light to his kingdom. His
companion from that Gme thought less and less
on the subject; and, though he lived for many
years aflerward a respectable man, he died with-
out giving any evidence of a saving interest in
Christ. Buch are the crises in the history of im-
mortal souls. Such are ‘he turping-poinis 1n eter-
Thus it s that companions travel
together till they come to where they see plainly
the open path to Christ,
decide; the one taking the way to everlasting
life, and the other pursiing the way to everlast-
Oh, let all see to it that in these
crises of eternal destiny they act aright. Re.
gard the divine warning, and heed
entreaty, * Quench not the spirit.”

invited

They consider ; they

e divine

The religious interest in this City, within the
compass of our knowledge, is unabated.
bers of persons are ecach week coming forward
and protessing faith in Christ; while others are
giving evidence of deep penitence, and in turn
experiencing the saving knowledge of the
Saviour, Last Sabba'h baptism was administer-
ed by the Pastors of the Brussels Street, Port-
land, and Marsh Bridge Baptist Churclies, and
also by ourselves—eieuTEEN in all were bap-
A number more will be baptized next
Sabbath. The duily prayer meetings are con-

Num-

The celebrated aetor Edwin Forrest, has | pessionate affection. & .
y subject of the revival in| Joba Howard, whose name is immortalized on
was converted on Wed- | the page of lustory, sbounded in love. Wilber-

Religious
‘l‘thmt Revival, |

The work of God in the eties of the Union
still progresses. The “ New York Observer”
says :—

“There is no perceptible sbatement, as far as
| we can learn, in the remarkabte work of groce
' which is going on in our city. The meetings |

| are still crowded daily, snd ceses of awskeniog |
| and of hopeful convertions are constantly occurr- |
| ing. ‘
| We desire to make a renewed and special re- :
{ cord of the fact that the meetings in thns city,
| although so large and so diversified 1n the cha-|
| racter of those who attend them, and even of
fthose who condact them, continue to be free |
from the < citement and extravagancies which
have marked former revivals of religion. This
work seems to be quite free from reliance on |

human ageney for the ivfluences of the Spirit.
There ate few sanouncements of the names of
preachers or speakers, sod little runping after
aoy that are named. 'Phis is one of the many
evidences that this is an outpoeuring of the Holy |
Spirit. Go¢, the Father, Son ard Holy Spirit,
is honored and not man.” ;

The noon meetiugs at Burton’s old theatre,
Chembers street, has been discontinued, on ac-
' count of the transfer of the transfer of tlie build-
|ing to the Government for the use of the U. 8.
1»Courtxns. Rey. Henry Ward Beecher presided
at the final meeting on Saturday. We find in
the Evening Post, the following sketch of some
of his opeming remarks:

“ W hat a history has been here! The history
of this building in ether days, no maa has writ-
ten, and mo man can wnte: and oaly eternity
| itself can ever disclose the ficlitious joys and the
real sorrows—the seeming virtues that masked
corruption of manmers, or the ten thousend forms
of external purity which covered hideous vice.

 soming wte corruption! What kave beeu the

ployed and gnawed in it, and nobody disturbed

| was opened for God’s people 1o sing and pray
]; in,

| “Whkat a history hes been tlus, too, God Al-
mighty ooly can tell. Of this we are sure, that
tens and scores of men, who with reckiess haste
were hurrying dowa to destruction, have been
plucked as brands trom the burning, and have
here received an education to which heir futare
life will bear witness.

“There are youths here whose gray-haired
gires will tell their grand-children, i cowing
years, how ther father went ou ia sie, uail at
last he was won by God’s Spirit heve.

“ And in Europe there wiil be men who will
think of Burton’s old theatre, and thank God.
And mer riding through the forests of Oregon,
sh~1l pauee upon their lonely journey, and drop
a tear of gratiude in thioking of the meetings
in this old bulding. Friendships have been
here begun shall blossom and cxhale fragrance
for ever sad for ever.

“ God be thanked for these blessings—God be
thanked that heaven’s gate have been opened 1n
the place of hell”

The Cungregationalist, of Hoston, says:—

¢ The variovs prayer meeting in this city con-
tinue to be very largely sitended, with no abate-
ment of interest. It 18 impossible 10 wmake any
reliable statement of the nuinber of hopeful con-
versions. We hear of some in connection with
almost all the evangelical churches in the city,
while many of them report large numbers. ‘the
germons at Dr. Adams’ Church, by different Con-
gregational pastors, conlinue o atract fuli audi-
ences. At the prayer meeling io the Old Bouth
Chapel on Friday, it was stated that the captain
and eatire crew (of 30 persons) of a ship lately
arrived in New York, had been converted upon
the sea, without any other obvieus mstrumental-
ity than their religious convictions. Another
geotleman reported five ships arrived at the
same port, whose captains had been brought to
Christ upon the sea. T'he prayer weelings at
the rooms of the Young Men's Christian Associ-

. Him from judgement seat to judgement seat.—
| It was Love for sinners that nailed Him to the
| cursed tree, and it was Love, infinite Love, that

| these momentous woids—* "Tis finished.”—

ation, from half-past 5 to half-past 6 o’clock can-
tinue to be of great interest, Many lads and
young men daily pour out the arder of their
hearts at this meeting, in & wanner truly affect-
ing. On account of the great crowd at Father
Masan’s Chapel in North Street, Father Taylor
has thrown open the doors of his Bethel, where
a meeting 18 now held dmly from 12 to 1 o'clock,
Among the hopeful couverts in Father Masan’s
sociely, is one who has been a professed Deist,

Thoughts,

BY T.~NO, 111},

Love is the brightest attribote of Deity, A
faithful picture of its netive existence wmay, per-
haps, lead some to reflect on the world of mean.
ing and the measurcless significance embodied
in that lile word Love.

The humen heart wrapped up, 8s it is, in de-
pravity and slienated by nature from God may,
nevertheless, be still susceptable of love. The
drunkard, though lost 10 himeelf and to every
sense of honot and of dignity, may yet cherish
a fundness for his wife and children. Though
completely within the powerful grasp and under
the fatal influence of the dammng cup w uid
drop tears over the angel form which he once
vowed to protect aud love,

The wayward son, whose career of wickedness
1s breaking a fond mother's Leart, and ripeming
her hair with sorrow for the grave, may, ere he
closes his ears to her admonitions, and leaves
her roof & wanderer 10 some distant clime, bow
[ his head upon her bosom and weep the tears of
Love.

Instances such as these wmay be, but by far
the greuter portion of mankind are lost to every

not wish to be understood to ewncoursge any
species of ein  with the bope of entertaining &

force, whose memory is embalmed in ihe grati.

‘Fntellige: cer.

tude of every som of Africa, was full of love, ht:
though th-se men possessed this glorious autri- |
bute in its fullness, we have yet to believe that |
either the one or the other would have laid dowa‘)
his life for the sccomplishment of his purpose.— |
But the Love of God passeth understanding.— |

The Son of Ged, clothed in all the Glory of His |

B ——

robes and visit ‘curth to die. It wgs Love that
prompted humn to vacste His Throne in Heaven
and to become the victim of Jewwsh envy. ii
was Love thet accompanied Him from Bethelem
to Calvary. [t was Love that lhingered with
Him by the way. It was Love that dragged

Jit up His complacent brow when He uttered

Yes, it was marvelous Love that opened up that
fountain of blood ‘drawn from Emme<nuel’s veins,’
and in which we must wash it we would be
clesn. Though thousands have dipped their
robes in the criinson stream and are now prais-
ing God in Glory, still the fountain he~ not
éried up. The blood of Christ 1s as efficatious
now 88 it was 1800 years ago. If we have not
Christ now, pe sonally, to point vut its where.
abouts, we have His Chart, which is the Bible,
and we have His comapass which 18 Faith, so
that at Jast :f Heeven has not been reiched it
will be no excuse that we are ignorant. Strive,
Oh strive then feeble sinner to reach to gosl lest
the dark curtains of Etern'ty civse over you ere
you had prepared.

(7= A call hus been made to the Christians
of the United Staws te make the 25th day of
April a day of speeial prayer for the rulers of the |
pation, * that they may be turned from the evil‘

of their ways,” and that the country may be pun-(|
fied and saved.

.

Prespyvreriay Corrorrace.—The Presby-
terien llome and Foreign Record, for April,
says :—

*“I'he last reporis received from our colpor-
teurs in Canada, presenl exceedingly encoura-
ging results sttained by their labors during the
preceding quarter. They say, ¢ Our colporteurs
were received well everywhere, except in two
instances. One was very ill treated by some
Insh Roman Catholics, The books of the
Board are doing immense good to many of our
ministers and to our people, even to our little
children and vur aged girandmothers.’

“The following 18 part of a leiter from an sged
but active and very useful colportear in the pro-
vince of New Brunswick :

“Were I what a Colporteur ought to be, my
idle days would not be many, Quoting Serip-
ture and experience, and communicating with |
feeble minds that I never expect to see again on
earth, is very pleasant, and profitable to my own
mind, ané | trust may be edifying to them.
When | consider the dealings of God with me
in my old age, I find myself singing,

‘ Blest be the day that I began
A colporteur to be;

And blessed he his name wh« has
Conferred it upon me.’ ”

anada Correspondence,

Cosoune, April 24, 1858,
RELIGIOUS MATTERS,

Mg. Epitor;—You may be sure that Chris.
tians in Canada have been greatly interested in
the wccounts which have reached them from the
United States with respect to the extensive re-
vival of religion in that vast country. The pe-
culisrities of the movement have arrested spe-
cial artention. We find it difficult to real ze the
extent of the work., It seems like some plea-
sant dream, almost too good to he true; but
testimony so reliable cannot be rejected, and
the hearty * Bless the Lord” which arises spon-
taneously to many lips gives evidence that the
tidings are credited. No religious movements,
comparable with those among our American
brethren, have as yet been developed in Canada.
In some quarters, however, the good work has
been begun; and prayer ineetings similar to
theirs are in healthy operation. From Montreal
the reports of this week are highly encouraging.
Union prayer meetings, originating with the
Ministerial Association, the Young Men's Chns.
tian Association, and the Wesleyans, all daily,
the first named from four te five, p. m,, the se-
cond from eight to nine, a, m., and the last-men-
tioned for business men from twelve to one, have
been, and continve to be, well-attended, and
cases of intercst are reportgd n all the church-
es. Additional evesing ‘prayer meetings in the
different churches ure held, and prayer seems to
be looked upon as the grand weapon to be used
in the assault upon Bitan’s kiegdom. May
there be great joy throughout our vast country !
It is well when the great centres of population
are moved. We look with hope for large results
thronghout Caonada, and I belicve there isa
prevy genersl awakening among Christians,—
I think t.ere are indications which warrant the
hope and the belief. InToronto prayer meetings
have been recently begun; but the results have
not tsanspired.

PARLIAMENT.

Parliament hes not re-assembled yet, and there
seems a Jull in political circles. Complaints of
small resulis continue to be made, but it is pos-
sible changes have been going forward of great-
er moment than any imagines, which the pro-
longed discussions have served to produce.—
But upon this it is needless to enlarge. | only
notice it 1o make the remark, that I cannot un-
derstand why a Government should be held

. ' rately reported, for the enormous sam of Five
| Majesty, condescended tolay aside Ins mg““l'honund Pounds; and the appolntment of a

[PE———

adoption of & remedy? We ought to have such
men among vs, We certainly need them.

PROFITS OF OFFICE.

It hes been stated on the floor of the House
that the present Bhenfl of the County of Nor-
tolk purchased his office, if the figures is accu-

committee was moved to inquire iato the facts.
Sarely there must be fat pickings in connexion
with this office in Canada, or the vanity of the
incumbent must equal the length of his purse, if
the charge is well.founded. Let us hope, for
the honour of Csnadian public men, that Mr.
Foley, the mover, is the victim of a wmisconecep.
tion; yet, after some of our public defalcations
and misdemeanors, it would surprise few persons
to learn that it is “an o'er true” tale,
SAD STORIES,

The list of rum-victims is very full. We
have an infant smothered by its mother in To-
ronto ; a husband wurdered at Angus by his
wife’s paursmour; & man killed in a drunken
fracas in a tavern in the township of Hinchin-
brooke, among others items of equally tragic
character, | was about to write a comment upon
these facts: but why'sLould I ? Let them speak
for themselves. .

Under the heading: *‘ A Sad Slory,” a pars-
graph is going the rounds, which has a moral of
great moment attached to it. Two months ago
—80 the account reads—a girl of seventeen, in
the enjoyment of good society and educational
advantages, was an inmate of a female seminary
in Montreal. She made the acquaintance of a
worthless young man, with whom she fled, snl
who, afier taking her from place to place, finally
abandoned her at Niagara Fulls, There she
took 1» her abode in a house of 1ll-fame—that
sad refuge of too many deserted women. Her
father, meanwhile, had been doing h s best to
learn wiuat had become of her, and one of his
messengers having heard of her hastened to
N:agara but found that she had fled to Buffalo
on hearing of his approach. Another abode of
shame received her for u little, bui becoming
sick ~he was sent to the Poor House, whence an
officer fro.n Montreal removed her toher father’s
house, A sad story, indeed’! and yet how few
reading it will properly estimate the baseness of
the deceiver, or suffieiently pity the condition of
the deceived, Him, society, with repentance or
without it, if he have a capacious purse or u

pleasing address, will receive with courtesy:
her, it will for ever exclude fiom its cirele, al-
though her Baviour should forgive her and bid
her go in peace, Bhe is doomed henceforith by
the world : he is already, or will soon be par-
doned. Let young women beware of the man
who would suggest an elopement.

A B.

(From our New York Correspondent.)
New Yorx, April 10 1858,

Mr. Editor ;-—Spring is with us again and al-
most without & winter intervening between au-
tamn and spring. All the dread of winter would
be over, could we know our last is a specimen of
those to come. The winter which we approach-
ed with greatest dread, nor fear of unexampled
suffering among the poor, has passed with less
than extraordinary suffering ; owing to the ex.
pected call charity has done her utimost, and as
usual God co-operated with us to will and to do
thus we are safely over the gulf and with grate-
ful heart we praise Him to whom praise belong-
eth,

In my excursions to places about the civy, |

notice that the farmers are busy in ploughing.—
The weather though so mild has still not served
thus far to put forward the fruit-trees unseason-
ably, so the prospect is still good for a fruit sea-
son,
We live not entirely recovered from our uh:;:k
in business, still business 1s reviving steadily
though slowly, There 18 not to be much build-
ing done here this season. Many families have
left the city, yet with the exception of the ex.
treme upper end of the city there is no decline
in house rents,

With the return of business the sttendauce
upen the prayer meetings in the business portion
of the city 1 declining, but it still continues to
a degree that would excite great wonder n ordi-
nary times as to religious interest, A good work
still continues in the churches, 4 .
The morman leaders have magnanimosly
given our Utah army the choice between exter-
mination and retreat, We shall see if the com-
mander cen find a third road for himself, Ifthe
army will retreat the Mormons will furnish the
previsions requisite for crossing the plains, O
the mercy of the prophets!

The Union prayer meetings have had such a
good influence that a meeting has been called to
devise measures to perpetuate the present deno-

minational co-operation and direct it to the con-
version of the innumerable population raised by
that ieeting has ghe matter under consideration

and no doubt there will be strenous cfforts to re-
alize the idea, G.

————————- e e ———————— . e e .

Criminal Statisties ul the “ Free-
man,”

Some weeks since—in noticing the Report of
the Specisl Commissioners appointed by the As-
sembly to inquire into the management of
the Light Houses, Penitentiary, Lunatic Asy-
lum and other public institutions, we published
nearly the whole of a report presented to the

Cousnissioners by the Keeper of the Penitentiary
and we remarked vs follows,

responsible for all delays in the dispatch of
business ; nor cae I put fuith in partizan pro-
phecies, failing as I do to find any basis upon
which a thoughtful observer can securately
build a good theory of the results of prolonged
discussion. R

FORGERY CASE,

The somewhit ecelebrated London forgery
case has tarminated 10 the seanittal of the
crigfinal Anderson. It is snother ense of justice
defrauded through the verdict of a jury deter.
mined not Lo conviet. The evidence was por-
fectly conclusive against Anderson, and the

Judge did not hesitate to tell him 8o befure dis- “f.
charging him. Indigoation is expressed by a |

portion of the press that such a termingi
should be possible in a land of b asted enlighten-

“ What a commonurz)" is all this * on the com-
won gchool system.” OFf 305 prisoners committ-
ed to the Penitentiary in 1857, 204 were natives
of Ireland, 200 were n Catholies, 170 cou'd
neither read nor wrile, 35 could read only, 218
were common labourers and vagrants are
convicted in the city and county of Bt, John,only
6 are mechanics, 197 were committed for drunk-
enness and vagrancy, 50 for stealing, For whom
have we jails and penitentiaries # For whom
are we laxed to svpport a police establishment ?

The Leader copied this part of our article and
accompanied it with the following remarks.

“Bhe. Rebaloss losehilaiinte ‘s 3
e e A ey

ment and veunted justice ; but whe is able to
devise, or patriotic enough to contend for the

| T ity
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English; = 3807 B oveto 8
Irigh, M,776 204 “ 141
Scocity  BB5 7 “

¢ G693
Nuaives, 153308 16 " 0 585

In explanation of the apparently large propor.
tion of ciriminds of Enfnl‘:h on,gin t must be
borne 1n m nd “ha* Mr. Perley o few years ago

imported neurly a ship load of fondon yonths of
the cruninal class, individuala of whom are von-
tinually figuring inthe police office reports, and
no donbt help to swe'l the numnbers in the Peni-
tentiary. It should also be known that 60 of the
committals were soldiers belonging to the regi-
ment in the barracks for the time being, a num-
ber of whom no doubt were English. The small
proportion of criminals of British American ori-

rp, only 16 1n a population of nearly 160,000, or
in ahout 10,000, is certainly most encouraging,

and speaks volumes for the moral and religiour
character of the Proviuce.

Tlns has brought down upon us the peculiap
ire of the * Freeman,” the champion and defender
ofthe mutinous Bepoys, of the Russians, of the

the Liquor Dealers, and of suffering and down,.
trodden mankind generally. The mere repetition
of the Keepers statistics, he calls “ an unchristian
and dishonest commentary.”

In the course of a long defensive article he
remarks with some truth :—

# In the census all are called natives who are
born in the Province, and those only Irish who
eame from Ireland ; butin the eriminal return of
the keeper of the penitentiary the children of Iri-\
parents are set down as Irigh, and the aceount
of natives is debited with none of them. That
this 18 so the editor of the Leader himself must
be aware, as we are salisfied he has himsel!
during 1857 se2n more than sixteen of the youn
natives gent to the Penitentiary from the Police
Office ; and we are satisfied that ifa true ae-
count were kept it would appear that of all
those committed for larceny, whum the keeper
reports as Irish, at least tlree-fonrth- are the
wretched boys—natives of this Province-—who
learn to thieve about the wharves and slips.—
By keeping account in this way the apparent
relative criminality is increased several hundred
per cent.

The Commissioners comp'ain that the same
persons are repeatedly committed for short pe-
riods, and are thus almost permanent residents,
The majority of the people so committed, are
we believe Irish, or the unfortunate children
of [rish parents. We all know that from the
position of the Irish everywhere on this conti-
nent, condemned as they are to be the hewers
of wood and drawers of water, they mmnst fur-
nish the largest number of those, who, when
they become drunken and worthless, become
vagrants in the eye of the law, and the pecu.
liar subjects of police vigilance ; snd that of
the vagrant and thievish children who infest
this as they do all other cities, the majority
must be the child.en of labourers, who, con-
demned to incessant toil can pay little atten-
tion to the proper care of their families, or whe
dying leave them exposed to all the temptations
that poverty and privations bring. Go (hrough
this city and mark its people weil ;—among
natives who are rarely so reduced as to be com-
pelled 1o toil at the spade or pick, to do labour-
ers work in the saw-mill or on the public works,
you will find very many dissipated, worthless
characters, drunkards, profligates, &e., yet you
will rarely find any of these figuring m the
police rep . is, and still more rarely any of them
sent to the Penitentiary ; but the Irish labourer
who is a drunkard, invariably finde his way to
both, not because he 18 Irish s0 much, as be-
cause, like people of his class in every country,
he, when he drinks renders it the ({uly of :'K.
police 1o tete charge of him.”

The reader will notice that the Freeman
wishes those wretched boys, whom he says com-
pose three-fourths of all those commilted for
larceny—which we believe to be true—who
learn to thieve about the wharves and slips,—1to
he put dowa as nalires. It nay be unfortunate-
ly true that they are natives, the Freeman has
the best opportunities for knowing—but whe are
the parents 7 and who are the teachers of these
youths? by whose fault are they wretched and
idle.

It is well known that the laboureis of 8t John
in the year 1857 received as good wages and
had as constant employment as mechanics—
then what becomes of their earnings, does it go
to educate their children, to the liquor dealers,
or to the cathedral.

If it be the case that we are rpising, and edu-
cating by our past or present system of educa~
tion, a tribe of native thieves and vagabonds,
much worse, and infinitely more numerous—ac-
cording to the authority quoted-—than those
unported from London—is there no remedy ?

We have ourselves seen a tribe of these young
“ Arabs of the city” in relaxation, after the toils
of business, after begging, thieving firewood,
lumber, old iron, copper, and rope, seated smok-
ing and drinking in the comfortable shade of &
pile of deals at the end of one of the wharves
about the foot of Union Street, and after one
danced, another sang his song, and then s drink
all round,

T'hese are the achools they attend,

In our opinion & system of public sehools,
(such as has been in opesution in Massachusetts,
and recently enacted in some Provinces in Aus.
tralia,) for all children, rich and po r alike, sup-

ported by direct taxation on property, and wlich
would compel children to go to lc{ool or gv o
the workhouse, would be var oNg GrEasT M-
PROVEMENT NECESSARY, and that it would be
not only better for the rising geseration, but

caearer for the present and future lax-payer,

=

Life of Gemeral Mavelock,

The life of this distinguished soldier and
christian, by the Rev, Mr, Brock, is publish-
ed, and is meelieg with an immense sale,—
The subjoined sketch of his career, fromthe

time he first went 1o o lia, will be iieresting
to our readers :—

“In January, 1828, he sailed for India, on
board the * Geueral Kyd,” and he tells us
that it was then, ** while he was sailiug across
the wide Atlantic towards Bengal, the
Bpirit of God came to him wiih its offrs of
peace und mandate of love, whieh, though fur
some time mfmd, soon revived, and at
length prevailed.” ‘T'he ship carried out the
hero of Jellabad, but * she also carried nut a
humble,unpretending man.—James Gardnar.

Captain, enguged in Home Missionary
to:‘nl M‘ works a!.auhiu hn::
ot Bath. This excellent persen was
most influentisi in leading Havelock 10 make
mb avowal, by his works, of Cheistianity
Thus was laid the foundation of that eha-
racter which hus been thus described in India:

e e
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* Havelock was a Christiun—not as men now
usaally are, secording 10 a faini helief 10 ihe

Roman Catholice, of the wrongs of Treland, of

thgn a Lieutenant *in the 18th, now a refised |
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