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ol & Religons.
Lost CClvictions; ‘ To

If you have the st ivings of God’s Spirit, |
God hes met with you, led you to reflec
upon your sins, made you sensible that you
are in danger of hell, awakened your concern
for your soul, and inclined you to seek sil.
vation. T'ake heed that you do not lose your
convictions, and grow senseless of eiernal
thinge ; that you do not return to your for-
mer careless wany of iiving, snd vour former
sins. Consider—

1. There is danger of this. Not all who
are concerned for their souls, and who, by
the strivings of God.s Spirit, are seeking and
striving for salvation, hold out to the end.
Many things intexrvene between the begin-
ning and the end of the race, which divert,
and stop,and turnback those who commenced
well. ‘There are many who seem 10 be
under strong convictions, and to be very ear-
nest in seeking, whese convictions are but
short-lived. And some who seem to be
much concerned about salvation for a consi-
derable time, it may be for vears together,
yet by degrees grow careless and neg'i-
. There is much in your own heart which
* tends (0 stupify you. It is the natural tene

dency of sin to stupify the couscience. And
as corruption is seigning as 'yet in your
beart; it will ever be ready to exert itsell in
such a way as will have a great tendency to
drive away your convigtions. And Satan is
doubtless * diligently watching over you,
striving in all ways to abate and to hinde:
your convictions. - He joins m with the sloth
and lusts of your heart to persuade to ne-
gligence, and to turn your mind to other
things. .And the world is full of objects
which tend to take ff your mind from the
soul’s concerns. :

2. Consider, if you lose your eonvictions,
i will be no advantage te you that you ever
had them, as to any furtherance of your sal-
vation. . Whatever terrors you have been
under about damugtion, to whatever reflee.
tioos you have been brought conecerning
your sins, whatever stron g Jesires you have
had after deliverance, and whatever earnes!

rayers you have made; all will be in vain.

'het you have suffered of fear and soncern

will turn 1o no good account, and what you
have done, the pains you have taken, will be
utterly iost. When you have s riven agninst
sin, nd faboured in duty, have siemnm d the
stream, and have proce=ded a considerable
way up the hiil, and made some progress
towards the kingdom of heaven, if once you
lose your convictions, you. will be as far
from salvation as you ever were ; you will
lose all.the grouad you have gained; you
will go quite dogn to the boltoin of ihe hill ;
the stream will immediately carry you hack.

. doubtless be said concerning many, that they

_portunity, or there is a certain season which

' it may be it is-your time, and it may be

. You have not the influences of the Spirit of
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| gerous and pernicious thing to men's souls,

- That God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ.—Psren.
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If God’s Spirit is now striving with you, you
have a precious opportunity. Take bheed that
you do not by any means let it slip. [: may

have missed their opportunivy. Most men
who live under the gospel have a special op-

God appoints for them, ‘which is, above all
others, a day of grace, when they have a
very fair opportunity * of securing -eternal
salvation, if !Key did but know it and had
hears for it. .

If the 8pirit of God is nowmstriving with you,

your only time. Be wise, therefore, and
undersiand the things which belong to your
peace, before they are hid from your eyes.

(iod 10 your own power. (od is sovereign |
as to the bestowment of them. If you are
ready to flaiter yoursclf, that although you |
neglect now when you are young, yet you
sha!l be awakened again, that is a vain and |
g oundless presumption.

4. If you lose your convictions, and re-
gain 1o a way of allowed sinning, there
will be less probability of your salvation than
there was before you had any convietions —
St fling or losing convictions is a very dan-

and is ofien spoken of as such in God’s Word;
which was signified in the awful dispensation
of God in turning Lot’s wife nto a piliar of
salt, to be a standing emblem of the danger
of looking back after onc has set out in a way
of religion.

‘The ill to which they are subject who lose
their convictions is not merely the loss of
their convictions. Their convictions are not
only a means of no good 1o them. but they
turn to much ill. It would have beén better
for them that they had never had them, for

they are now farther from salvationthan they !

were before. Having risen from lleaven,
and falling Saek, they sink lower and farther
down towards hell than ever they were.—
The way to heaven is new blocked up with
greater dificulties than ever it was, Their
hearis bave now become barder; for light
and convictions being once conquered, they
cvermore are an ogecasion of greater hardness
of heart than there was before. '
Man’s heart is hardened by losing convie-
tions, as iron is hardened by being heated an
cooled. ' If you are awakened, and afterwards
lose yoar convictions, it will be a bharder
thing to awak®n you again. If"you werc
only growing older, there would be less pro-

bability of your being  awakoned again ; for |

os persons grow older, they grow less and
less susceptible of convictions, evil habi's
grow strenger and moie deeply rooted in the
heart. But you “greatly offend God by
quenching his Spirit and returning to sin.—
And there is danger that God will say con-
cerping you, as he did concerning Jerusalem,
“*Because | have purged thee, and thou wasi
not purged, thou shalt not be purged from
thy filthioess any more, till [ have caused
my fury to rest vpon thee.”— (Eazek. xXiv.
13.) If you were but sensible of one half
of the . disadvaniages of it, and the many
woes aud calamities in which it will involve
you, vou would be careful not to lese your
convictions. That you may be the befter
directed in taking care not to lose them;
consider—

1. Persons falling into sin is werv ofien
the ocecasion of their losing their eonvictions.
Some temptation prevails over them ; they
yield to some wsinful appetite ; they indulge
in strife, or walice, or revenge ; and thus
provoke God 10 anger, and drive away. the
Holy Spirit. :

2. Sometimes there happens some diverés
inz occasion. ‘Their mipds are taken off for
a shoft time ; they are"drawn 10t company,
It may be they see some=ihing which revives
a desire of wosldly enjoyments aud enter:
tainments, or they are engaged in some by-

Ta! | it 9 ok

of inducing some soul 1o follow Christ, who
wouid hearafler * rise up and éall her Liess-
ed.” But she continued repeating to herself
these words : *“ A starless crown—a starles®
crown ;"' and then most earnesly did she plead
with all about her to do something for him
every day ; so that when we came to die,
we need not regret that we had won no soul |
to Jesus, but rejoice that, under God, we had
heen the means of leading many to his feet.

« A starless Crown ;" what does it mean ?
What but that we hove passed through this
world surrounded by those who love not that
Saviour who 1s curall in all~have seen them
wnmind ful of his claims to their love and ser-
vice, and have not been the means of rescu-
ingone of them irom ** the death which never
dies.”” Full well we know that ** no man can
come to Christ, except the Father draw him;”
but as well do we know that, in due season
we shall reap if we faint not ;" that “ he that
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoic-
ing, bringing his sheaves with him.”

Our own salvation is not the only design
for which we were called from darkness, and
* translated into the kingdom of God’s dear
Son.” Noj; this is a parrow, ungenerous
view to tuke of the ennobling scheme of re-
demption. When we have ourselves experi-
enced the preciousness of Jesus’ love, and feel
that by his grace we are delivered from the
thraldom of sin, as well as saved from ever-
lasting death, what can we do but endeavor
with al! the energies which God has given us
to bring others to the same Saviour, who is
as ready to save them as us? »

Oh, fellow-Christions, let us be up and do-
ing. * The night is far spent, the day is at
hand ;’ what we de for our Sayiour, and for
the soulg perishing about us must be dene
quickly. The emissaries of Satan are busy
on every side, fulfilling his errands, deter-
mined to chase to their prison of despair as
many souls as will be ¢ led captive at his
will ;” and shall we be less jealous of our Mas-
ter’s hbnor, less active in his cause? Re-
member, every soul saved adds one more 10
that * innumerable throng™ who cast their
crowns at Jesus’ feet, and ascribe to him the
praise of their salvation.

Every day we may do something for Him
who has doane se much, aye, who has done
every thing for us. Then when the golden
gates are opened to receive us, and we be-
hold ¢ Him whon not having seen we have
loved :” as we join in those anthems of praise
which ever swell through the new Jerusalem ;
as we bow in adoring gratitude, wonder, and
love. before him, and cast our crowns at his
feet, we shall find that they are not * starless
crowns,” but richly besiudded with stars
which she!l shine for ever in the firmament
of Giod.—Am. Messenger.

|
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The Love of Christ.

The arms of lov:, which were extended to
a Magdelane,a Zaccheus, yes, to a thief upon
the cross, ure ever outspread to recieve us,
and at each new fall they lift us up, and fold
|us in their embrace so firmly, that at last we
|¢an no more free o'irsclves. Dost thou ask it
they are extended towards thee, thou fainting
wresiler, who after a hundred falls and for.
givenessesa hundred-fold greater, with shame
and confusion of face there standest? Yes,
be comforted. When T think of our Lord’s
answer 10 Peter's question, “ Lord, how oft
shall my brother sin against me and I forgive
him ?* Seven times? No, | say unio thee,
until ‘seventy times seven.” [ can say with
confidence thou wilt not the hundred and first
time be thrust away, provided thy shame be
nat less, but even as great as thy fall. This
is the way the Christian grows in grace,
Would you have proof of 1 2 Find it in all
who bave become great in Christ’s school.
'I‘hrougl; stumblings and falls, they have pro-

a
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How will you havespiritual union and fellow-
ship with each other ? How will you sympa.
thise with one another in trouble and afflig-
tion ? How can --ou be helpersof eech other,
in reference to the highest and most impor-
tant of all concerns—the concaros of the soul.
I would warn, entreat, beseech you to avoid
this dangerous rock ; andif you have any re- |
gard to your Christian consistency, spiritual
charneter, usefylness or comfort, or it may
be, even your salvalion—DO NOT MARRY
WITH UNBELIEVERS ! :
In the marriage state you will need all the
help, sympathy and kindness, which the most
devoted Christian can render. Thousand have
had bitterly to, repent—when the most sor-
rowful regrets were unavailing—the taking
of a false step in this matter. If you go in
the face of God’s own command, remember,
you can never consistently ask his blessing
on your domestic circle. And in no matter is
rehellion against God, generally more speedily
followed by its natural fruit, than in such
cases as these. '

(3), Let me urge upon you, propriety in'
dress. A Christian, of all others, should treat |
with entire contempt the gaudy fashiens of |
the world. Enrobed in the garmert of sal.|
vation, it is beneath youto be absorbed in the

subject of external decoration. Propriety in
dress must be regulated by your station and
means, having always a strict regard to mo-
desty, as becoming persons who profess god-
liness. The apostle Paul addresses wives es |
pecially, on avoiding ali costly decorations of
person ; and rather seeking the ornament of
a meek and quiet spirit. 1 Peter iii. 1—6.

A little frugality in dress would often en-
able professors to have much more abundant ‘
means of doing good, and being useful in the

church and in the world.

(4), Be judicious in the selcction of the
books vou read. - We have now so many ex-
cellent hooks in every department of Chris-
tian litzrature, that there can be no excuse
for reading foolish novels, and exciting ro-
mances.

When we can have marvellous and soul-
stirring truth ; why waste our means and
time on unprofitable works of fiction ?  The
Book of your choice—of ydur daily reference
and constant meditrtion, will of cousse be
God’s holy word ; and next tothat, let Chris-
tinn memoirs, and select biography occrpy |
your attention. It is almost impossible to
read the lives of the wise and good, and not
be wiser and better for it.

Bit here 1 need not enlarge, the travels
and labors of Christian missicnaries. The
history of the Seviour’s church. Useful ex-
positions. 'The production of Christian phil-
osophy, &c. &ec. will all benefit both your
head and heart. Read a!so our religious per:-
odicals, that you may see what God is doing
both in the church and in the world ; and
while thus enjoying the cheap Press of our
times, see to 1, that your reading is turned to |
practical objects, that by its influence you
may be the better and more useful followers
of the Lord Jesus Christ. I only add here,

Be wise and economical with regard 1o
your time, and do all things in reference to
eternity. Of al, talents, tume is one of the
most truly precious. Do mot then while it
away ! Do not let it escape from you with-
out its design being answered in you, by the
wise improvement of its sacred moments,
Live as much as possible by arrangement.

Methodise your dutics, and take care that the |

|

the mere fragments of your lives.

l”

time, because the days are evi Aud so

the Lord.

The day of life is rapidly passing away.
The night of death is approaching,~and the
realities of eicrnity are pressing upon you.
Live, work, pray and labor, in referenceto
elernity. ‘This world is not your resi—your
final home. You ate merely sirangers on
the earth, and sojourners as your fathers were,
You are on your way to a better country.
Seek it daily,~—live for it constantly. Keep it
éver in view by a strong faith and a seriptual
hope ; giving all diligence, that at last you
you may be found of Christ in peace.

And now, dear reajer, 1 commend to you
| these few brief * hinis i’ they have been writ-
ten to furnish you with matter for serious me- |

various duties arising form your connexion
with the eburch of Christ, | ask not to what
community of Christians you belong, the du |
ties. and  responsibiliies of church member- |

—

wtdér is uneonverted, and not
ofthe Lord? How will you
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t'nin up your childrenfor God and etemity 7

ship being ever the same. The church on
{earth while it is to be the scene of activity
and labor--of toil and suffering ; yet it s'also
lesigned to be as the outer court nf the tem-
e, t’!::gh which the priviledged worship-
Jer, pa into thé inner eourt ; for the true
“hristain is 10 be trained and eduecat d inthe

. thureh on earth, that he may be fiited for the
thigher and holier services of the heavenl
' state. Remember, you have been called to
Ged'selernal kingdow and glory. Then walk
worthy of your exalted vocation, and live in
Abe daily, hopeful, and joyous expeciation of
g one, among the countless number of
glorified spirits, who with ceaseless songs of
adoring praise, worship God and the Lomb in

the heavenly kingdom. ‘
‘Al:i? :ix/. m:; the love of God our hea-

venly Father, inall its rich and satisfyingen-
joyments—ithe grace of the Lord Jesusin ail

| forming influence, be with you evermore

-

soul 2nd the concerns of religion, have not|suspense, they resolved, before the daw

| next day, to atiempt to cross the Jumna, \
It is Paul’s exhortation—** Redeeming ihe | proceed to land by Mirzapore, distant about | ibste

apply time, that while you are diligent in bu- |
siness you may be férvent ia spirit, serving | and set off on foot for Mirzapore.

ditation, and to lead you to a discharge of the |

.lﬂll'. ¥

Rules for Holy Living.

XX1.—Of Making Progress.
“ Go forward.”

Religion is the greatest business of life ;

therefore begin the day with God in prayer
and reading his word—in mec tation and so-

emn purpose. '
“ Let not a day go over your heads in

which your. hearts have no converse with
| God in heaven ; and remember that, so far
as you suffer your hearts to retire from hea-
ven, so far they retire from a life of Christi—
anity and peace.”

Aimin all things at the glory of God, and

the good of man.

Be continually striving ia the daily occur-

rences of life 10 exemplify the fruit of the
Spirit in holy tempers, kindness, meekness,
patience, purity, truth.

Neither speak evil, nor kear evil.
If possible, get ret.rement at noon-day.
Watch, on all occasions, for opportunities

of doing and gaining good.

Exercise habitual dependence on God, and

trust in Christ every where.

Submit to trials, and use them.
Expect temptations, and resist them.
Prepare for ipjuries, and forgive them.

Inquire every evening if the day has been |
an improvement on the last.

I57 Read these rules every morning with

earnest prayer.

Relguons 2 Fecular.

The Martyr Spirit in India.

A letter from Dr. Duff, dated Calcutta,
Nov. 6, and inserted in the Scotch Free
Charch Home and Foreign Record, gives a
picture of sufferings the most barrowing, o
faith the most heroic, and of deliverance the
most signally providential. Our limits com- |
pel us to pass over the veteran missionary’s

notice of some of the * native martyrs” of |

Delhi, in order (o give the case of Gopi Nath
Nundi, an ordained native minister of the
American Presbvterian Mission, stationed,
titl the outbreak of the mutiny, at Futteh-
ore :—

*“ On the 24th May, the horizen looked so

threatening that the magistrate of Futtehpore |

advised all European ladies and native Chris-
tian females to leave the station for Allaha-
bad. Gopi Nath, dee ning it to be a duty to
act on the advice, proceeded with his wile
and family, together with the wives and chil-
dren of the pative converts, to that city—in-
tending to return to his ‘post so soon as he
saw them all lodged in the fortress.” On
reaching Allahabad, . he went on the
very morning of the day on which the mu-
tiny there broke out, and took possession of
one of the mission-houses on the banks of
the Jumna, at a distance of about three
miles.

“ From this house (Mr. Owen’s) on the
evening of that fatal day, they were startled
by the glare of conflagration in the canton-
ments, and the confused though somewhat
distant noise of infuriated muliitudes, com-
mingling with volleys of musketry. They
could not hesitate as to the cause. Cut off
from the fort and the entire Eu.)pean com-
munity, after five or six hours of dreadful
n of
and

sixty miles, They reached the
opposite bank of the river about da
The fu-
gitive party consisted of Gopi Nath and his
wife, two boys, the elder of them only seven
or eight years of age, the younger one about
six,"and an infant at tie breast, who of course
had to be carricd—their scrvants in spite of
every promise of ample reward, having re-
fused to accompany them. After walking a
few miles—the summer sun in a cloudiess
copper sky soon blazing upon them with
furnace heat—their blistered feet refused to
carry them any further, and they sank down
fainting and exhausted. * Then," says Gopi
Nath, * when in an awful dilemma, not know-
ing what to do, we raised our hear's to Him
who is always ready to hear and grant the
petitions of hisbelieving people.’ Nor did
they teust in vain. As they were praying,
an empty cart came up, that was return‘ng
that way ; and the driver, for a reasonable
sum, agreed at once to take them on a few
miles,

“ The cartman, having rveached the dis-
tance bargained for, dropped them in an open
field. To their utter surprise, they
were surrounded by the ueighbouring villa-
gers, armed with latties (sticks with lead
twisied round one end), swords, and mus-
kets, tbmtoaio; forthwith to rob and kill
them, Again did they raise up their souls

y | infervent supplication ; and again did God

intexpose. for their deliverance, The ze-
minder of the place (a Hindoo) suddenly
made his appearange just in time, Gopi
Nath ut once confessod that he and his fa-
mi'y were Christians, and that their trust was
in the God of the Christians. The zemiodar
—more intclligent than the armed rabble—
knowing'more ef the resources of the Chris-
tian British Government, and fearing afier-
retribution, persunded them to let their prey
es¢ape undamaged. MHe eyen piocured tie

ne efficient plentitude; and the commivuionof| services of -a caviman, who, for a modes
“the Holy Spirit, o atl its consoling uud tiuns- |

aie, hive, agrcod 0 wke the parly 10 Miza-

at During that day gh;y mde but littte pro-

| gress. They found sheltér for the night with

¢ | teaching the Christian religion.
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'a Brahmin, who, though professing friend-
-ship, was overheard expressing a purpose to
' murder them, but this was frustrated by their
keeping awake all night. Next moming the
cartman was found to bave absconded, and
' they were doomed to witness some revolting
| atroeities. It was nqt till the third day that
' they resumed their journey. As soon as
' they set out they were beset by bands of
ruffians, but Gopi made no secret of his
| Christianity. They lost everything they had
' but saved their lives by running a'vay while
| the ruffians were quarrelling over their spoil.
| Unable to reach .Mirzapore, they retraced
| their steps to Allahabad.
| % On landing (after crossing the Jumna)
| they were instantly encompeussed with Mus-
' sulmaas, who on learning that they were
' Christians, began to clamour for their lives.
| And killed thére and then they inevitably
' would have been, had not the Lord put it into
| the heart of a Hindoo goldsmith to take pity
' on themw, and receive them into his own house
| —while himself, his son, and brother ‘actual-
| ly stood with drawn swords at the outer gate
| to defend them, . . . A Maulavi, or learned
| Mohammedan, had, in the name of the King
of Delhi, proclaimed himself acting ruler of
Allahabad. Aud, when the goldsmith could
protect them no longer, they intreated the in-
feriated mob not to kill them 1u. e, but to
take them to their own acknowleaged head,
the Maulavi, that he might pass on them what
sentence he pleased. On their way to the
Maulavi, they were again and again on the
eve of being butchered. At length, however,
they- did reach the Maulavi. Then followed
a notable interview, which 1 shall give as
nearly as possible in Gopi Nath’s own words :
|+ ¢ Maulavi—who are you ? Gopi Nath—
| We are Christians. M.—What place do you
come from? G.—Futtehpore. M.—What
| was your occupation 7 G.—Freaching aud
M.—Are
you a padre? G.—Yes, Sir. M.—Was it
you who used to go about reading and distri-
| buting books in streets and villages ? G.—
Yes, Sir; it was | and my catechists. M.—
| How many Christians have you made ? G.—
{ 1 did not make gny Christians, for no human
| being can change the heart of another ; but
' God through my instrumentality, to the be-
' lief and-profession of Ais true religion, some
| thirty or forty.’

¢ Cn this, the Maulavi, lost his temper, and
exclaimed ina great rage, * Fie, fie ; shame ;
this is downright blasphemy. God never
makes Kaffirs, (Christians being such); but
you, Kaffirs, pervert the people. God always
makes Mohammedans ; for the religion o
Mohammed, which we follow, is the only true
religion.’

“¢G.—How many Mohammedans bave
you perverted to your religion ? M.—I have
not perverted any oné ; but, by the grace of
(3od, about a dozer, Mohammedans have turn-
from darkness unto the glorious light of the
Gospel.’

“ Hearing this, the Maulavi’s face became
as red as hot iron, and he cri®d out in great
wrath, ¢ You are a rogue—a villain. . . . My
sentenca is, that your nuse, ears, and hands
shall be cut off at different times, so as to pro-
long your sufferings. Your wife must be dealt
with in the same manner, and your children
shull be taken into slavery.’

“ On this, Gopi Nath’s wife, with undaunt-
ed courage, was enabled 1o sayy* Since wa
are to die, the only favour I ask for is, that
| we be not separated n our death ; and that,
ad of torturing, you order us 1o be killed
at once.’

“There was something in this remark
| which seemed to touch even the obdurae
| heart of the Maulavi. So, after having kept
' silent for a while, he exclaimed, * Przised be
' God ! you appear to be a respectable man ;
[ pity you and your family. As a friend,
therefore, 1 advise you and them to become
Mohammedans. By doing so, you will not
on'y save your lives, but bé raised to a high
rank.” To this Gopi's answer was, that ¢ they
would prefer death to any inducement he
could hold out to them to change their faith
in Jesus Christ uas the only true Saviour.’—
Somewhat astonished at the calm and firm
reply, and apparently ineredulous as to this
' being tho resolve of “Gopi Nath’s wife, he
' made a sp~¢inl appeal to her. Through God’s
grace at that trying moment, she staggered
not in her faith, but replied, that she ‘ was
ready Lo sacrifice her life in preference to her
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and the profes-
sion of his name.’

« After further reflection, being svidently
puzzled what to do—the Madlavi's final seu-
tence was this: * Well, omt of pity, I will
allow you three days to think over the matter;
during these days you may have proper help
in stadying the Koran. At the expiry of
these, 1 shall send for you. If you then be-
lieve and become Mohammedans, all right
and good—it will go well with you. But if
'otherwise, your noses, ears, an hands must
' be cut off, according to the original senterice.’
EOn which Gopi Nath remarked, It is all in
vain ; there is no occasion to wait so long ;
for, while God is pleased to continue his grace
to us, we will not renounce our faith. And
as God’s grace never fails those who trust in
him, it were better for you at once to order
our heads to be cut off.” To this the Maulavi
made no reply.

“ While on the way to prison, guarded by
ficrae Mussulmans with drawn swords, Gopi
Nath says—=*| raiscd my hearl in praise and
adorition to the Lord Jesus Christ, for haring

iven us e o stand firm in the um
hour, Repeatiog aloud Met. +. 11, 19,
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