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THE SPIRITUAL VOYAGE,
PERFORMED IN THE SHIP CONVERT !
Under the Command of Captain Godly-Fear

from|thejPort of Repentance-unto-Life, to the Haven
of Felicity, on the Continent of Glory.

AN ALLEGORY~IN NINE CHAPTERS,

w——

CHAP, VI

The island described—rntertained by old Captain
Stand‘ast and old parson Evangelist—saw a repre
senta‘ion of one of the prince’s palaces, and a rayv-
ishing prospect from the hill Heavenly-minded-
ness—heatd of the loss of several vessels—saw the
little vessel Aim- well come safe—engage a few more
hands—set sail.

Of all the places we touched at in our voyage,
this island of Perseverence excels in many re-
spects ; whether we consider its prodactions, its
inbabitants, or its situation. The fruit of this
island are of the finest flavour of any | ever tast-
ed; of the greatest variety and in the greatest
tbundance; hence they are very cheap, and sev-
eral kinds of them may be preserved fresh and
good a great while at sea. All sorts of provis—
ions are here in the greatest plenty. The cli-
mate 18 ‘between the extremes of heat and cold
wd agreeable to the conmstitution of all who
sither touch at the island on their voyage, or
settle there for life. But the things which ren-
fered it so very agreeable to us were the prin-
ciples, manners and customs of the inhabitants;
we found they were all 1o a man friends to our
Pance. Hence, as we were in his scrvice, we
met with a hearty welcome from every one, In
every part of the island. All seemed desirous of
our company and endeavoured to render our stay
imong them as agreeable as possible. Here wo
wet with several who had been long in the ser-
tice of our prince, and from whom we received
much information and wstruction.

Most of the inhabitauts were richj not in the
pods of this life, but n durable riches, snd
nghteousness, which fade not away ; and they
made the best use ol them I ever observed a peo-
fle to do; they used them to the honour of our
yince and for the good of each other. The in-
habitants, 1n general, are very communicative ;
ind some of the old officers of the prince more
jrticularly so. Old Coptain Steadfust was a
rery agreeable companion, and frequently enter-
wined us with anecdotes of the prince’s kind.
ess; of the superior conduct of some of the
irinee's captains, and now and then of his own
\ventures, He was a very modest men, and
sever spoke in his own praise. He was very fond
of Captain Paul’s voyages I also perceived Cap-
win John was a great favourite with him. To
lesr him relate the feats oi some of his brother
oficars, was wvery eeilying. We were alse in~
roduced to (as he was ecalled by some,) old par-
son Lyangelist. [e had been chaplain to many
o ship that Lad arrived safe in the port of Felici-
ty. The old gentleman was a parson of great
information, and generall delivercd himeclf in
weh a pleasing animated manner, that he would
irast your atidntion end in'er st your feclings
toa surprisig degree ; you could not but help ad-
mire and love him.

We were informed the good old parson was in
great fuvour with the prince; that he had accom-
paried him in a long tour be made in his youth
on the continent of human-nature; and that
Evangelst stood up by the prince atatune when
most of his followers forsovk him. Hence the

prince had conferred very singular honours on
b,

He explained to us many things which we had
observed on our voyage, that, till he informed us,
we were ut a loss to account for. The old gen-
tleman had in his many woyages collected many
cuniosities, among which were some valuable
pictures, or representations of wnportant things ;
which appeared to be pariicularly so, by his ex.
planation of thew. e showed us a curious re,
presentation of Laucifer, in the various shapes i
which he appears to waukind j and explained by
what means he tock and destroyed so many ves-
sels, apd d'd such damage to so many of the
sups in our prince’s service. According to the
old gentlemen’s explanation, and I believe it was
torrect, Lugifer always endeavours by one meaus
o oiher to get spme of his friends on board In
Qiguise ; and if they get into office; his work is
loue, generally speaking. He also showed us a
"opicsentation of one-of the palaces of our pince.
He said 1t was built of lively stones, more pree~
lous than ihe gold of Oplvir; in ths place the
Wince ofien resided when on shore. Al the of-
ficers of his household, and® every one of his ser-
Wits are. men 4o be wandered st The very
Mensils of the house are holincss to the Lord,

‘One fine duy the old gentleman couducted us
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calledl it the mount of Heavenly mindedness.—
The prospect was delightful. Here we had a
full view of the whole island; we new saw the
fields, the vineyards and orchards, the gurdens
and groves, and the varwus streamg @f water,
clear as crystal, running in every dgractibg&“

which th old gentlémen presente
saw, or thovght we saw, a glimpse of the conti-
nont of Glory., This sight so animated us, thet
for the present, we not only fcrgot our past suf-
ferings, but were ready to conclude no dangers
we could possibly meet with, would in the least
digcourage ms any more. This place was so
agreeable,that some of us were for staying all day;
but our pilot who was one of the company,pointed
to a monument,and desired one of the company to
read what was written thereon, It was this sen-
tence, “Depart ye; for this 1s not your res:.,” So
we returned to our ship and related what we had
seen to our comrades, which seemed to animate
the whole crew,

While we staid at this islaad, we heard of the
lcés ol several vessels ; some of them which sail-
ed from near the place from whence we came,and
which we had seen several times on our voyage.
That fine looking ship Faii-speech, commanded
by Captain Eloguence ; which we saw just before
we entered the narrows. She ran on the rock

that hes at the entrance of the straits, called De-
lusion, and every soul perished. Also the Brig

Boasting, commanded by Captaii Heady; she
was lost in a gale of wind off the island ot High-
mind. We were much pleased to see the little ves-
gel Aim-well, commanded by Lieutenant Fear

ing, come safe into the harbour, Poor man, he
met with many difficulties on the voyage. He
was a geod man, but very timorous ; his fears,
however, were of the right kind, though some-
times carried to excess. He was afraid both
among friends and enemies. He had a very low
opinion of himself’; hence he was fearful of ene-
mies. However. his conduct was such, that he
was highly esteemed and noticed by the Admiral;
but eis fears were such, that he did not enjoy
hiself as he might have done. At length orders
came for us to prosecute our voyage. The Cap-
tain therefore male every preparation necessary
to sail with the first fair wind, We were advis-
ed by our pilot, and the good old chaplain, parson
Evangelist, to engage a few wmore hands; as
gometimes the remainder of the voyage proved
troublesome ; and as there were three or four
stout hearty lads who might be procured. There
was John Patiencc, Thomas Contentment, -
mund Steady and Joseph Stedfast. These we en-
gaged. The hull of onr ship was on the decay ;
ospecially in some of her upper works, but at this
island these could not be remedied. Our cable
and snchors however were strong ; indeed they
were the best articles belonging to the ship.—
Well, s}l things being ready, we only waited for
a wind to carry us out of the harbour. The ev-
ening before we sailed we speat very agreeably
in company with several gentiemen of the island;
among whom was the goud old chaplain. He
gave us mueh information with respect to the
remainder of the voyage; powting out those
places where we might expect difficulties,and di-
recting us how to overcome them; and after he
had recommended us to divine meicy, we took
our leave.
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Parable of the Temple.

BY ELDER CHAS, J, ORAM.
: Contiuued,

Again, T'he stones of the temple, before they
were * made ready” were all in one and the same
condition. It is just so with the huwan family,
Al) by nature ars the children of wrath, God
has concluded all under sin, All have gone out
of the way, There s vone (by nature) that doeth
goed, no, not one, They are a mass of corrup-
tions, & mountain of iniquity. In this state they
wust remain till God speaks and says, who art
thou O great mountain before Zerubbabel thou
shalt become & plain. And he shall bring forth
the hendstono thereof with shoutings ¢rying
Grace, grace unto it. And if ap inquiry should
anise in *he minds of any relative to the power by
which this great woik is performed, we reply ;
that 1t is not by wight—human might, nor by
numan power “‘but by wy spirit saith the Lord of
nosts.” Yes dear reader, the spint of God is
the great power by which this great work is ae-
complished, and when it is completed and all the
redeemed family guthered in, then the Lord shall
put the head~—that 1s the finishing stoue to his
own work amidst the shoutings of the Church.
Again, The stones of the temple were not only
wmade ready” for the building, but every slone
was made to fit in a cortain place and would fit
no where else. I remark here thatitis to be
feared, that there mony in the Church, who are
not inftheir proper place, There are inany, no
doubt, called ministers who ure not in their place
In fact, it seems evident, that they do not belong
to God’s_building at all, potwithstanding their
outward connection with the Church here. And
yot they claim not only to belong to the
Church, but to be its mamn pillars. They set
themselves up us teachers, whilst they them-
velyes are iguoran: of the first rudiwents cf
Christianity, and bave need of belug taught,
rather then to be teachers of others. On the
o:her hand, there are others, who, no doubt, do
belong to the building. fbe grace of God has
renoveted thélr bears, and so they have been
“ made ready ;" still, it scoms evident, diat M
are _not in their proper plice. The Apostle
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speaks of having “ gifts diﬁ‘e;mg according to the
grace that is given us,” and then goes on to say
that if any one has grace or the ability to minis-

the most entertaining sight, we w y

ter, leg bhim do so. It is his cal'ing, [If another
has ability to teach, let q‘ﬂ\amhu. And

ability to*exhort let him exhort.

\Ikv, whose daty it is 10 teach cannot
muster or preach serthones or at least it is not

his duty, and for the same reasons the man whose
duty it 1@ to exhort cannot teach. And yetit is evi-
dent that there are many in the ministry, preach-
ing or attempting to preach sermons, whose
abilities even as exliorters are very limited 1n-
deed, and if called upon to give futles to therr
sermons, many of what are called by that name
would be found to require three or four titles to
answer to their contents; which at once proves
that, properly speaking, they are not sermons;
and so, as the Apostie expresses it, the eye at-
tempts to perform the office of the hand, and the
foot attempts to perform the office of the head.
But the eye cannot perform the office of the
hand, nor the foogghat of the head, for as it1sin
the natural body ;8o also, it is in“the Church
whioh is Christ’s mystical body. In the natural
body the perfection of the whole depends upon
the perfection of each organ, and so 1t is in the
Chureh of Christ. 'The perfection and highest
usefulness, of each member, consists, not in his
possessing the talents, or doing the duties of
another, but in rightly discharging his own.

Again, the stones of the temple were all close-
ly united—connected together, and, as some

say, this cement was 8o strong and so firmly uni-
ted the stones together, that the stones would
break before the cement would give away.
Whether this be so or not we are not prepared
to say. One thing, however, is true, and it is
well said that * union is strength.”” ** United
we stand, but divided we fall.” David says,
¢ Behold how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity.” How de-
sirable a thing is union in the Church—a union
among ull rec] Christians. The ehurch cannot
exist without it. Hence says the Apostle © en-
deavouring to keep the unity of the spint in the
bonde of peace is, and the way to koep the uni
ty of the wspirit 1 the bonds of peace,
is ¢ to walk worthy of the voeation where-
with we called with all lowliness of
mind, and meekness, with long suffering, forbear-
inz one another in love.” Love 18 of God ; and
the Apostle says, “ but as touching brotherly
ove ye need not that I write unto you, for ye
yourselves are taught of God to love one anoth-
er” Let us remember tbo that the Church 18
one b>dy, and that body is animated by one spi-
rit ; It has “ one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God, and one Father of all, And whatever
| agents are employed 1w the Church they are all
( working, or should be, with a tendency to the
same object,—v1z : building up believers in their
most holy faith, forming a beautiful symetry and
unity, and thus growing vp in Christ their hiving
head in all things. Let us then Look to God
| for uniting grace, for never did the dew of hea-
ven 1n time of drought, even prove more refresh-
ing and beneficial to the mountaine of Judah
than are the influence of grace when descending
in soft silence from above upon the church ; in
thesunion and communion of which God com-
mands the blessing, even life for evermore, The
grace or love of God may be compared to the
cement. Love is stronger than death, Many
waters cannot quench it ; it is stronger than na*
ture ; nature will give way,—the stones will

death ; but grace umites us Lo Christ forever, so
« that neither height, vor depth, nor any other
creature shall be able to separate us from the
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
But stone was not the only article used in build-
ing the temple. * Send me,” said Solomon to
the King of Tyre, “cedar trees, fir trees, and Al-
gum ort of Lebanon.” Mun has a soul as well
as o body. He is composed of air, earth, end
water. 'These are the marerial ; whilst kis soul
1 itomaterial and must exist forever. The stones
of the temple are, no doubt, still in existence,
and will continue to exist ** till time and pature
dies,” whilst the* cedar, the fir, the algom” have
long since crumbled to dust. Now, as stone
and different kinds of wood were used 10 build-
ing the temple, and had to be made ready, and
as in preparing it various kinds of tools were
used ; ‘so in making us God's temple on earth,
and also preparing os for his temple on hgh,
various kinds of gospel tools are used. Sugh for
instance, as the: hammer of truth, the chisel of
conviction and sorrew, the jack-plane of repeut-
ance and self-denial, The bench plane of faith
and obedience. The jointer offwatchtulness and
prayer. The smoothing plane of faithfulness
and humility, and, Jastly, the polishing stone of
holiness and love. ‘The word vr truth of God
is compared to a hamwer and a fire.” *‘ls not
my word like a fire saith the Lord, and hike @
hemmer that breaks the rock in pieces.” T'ruth,
like & hammer brenks in picces the rocky and
flinty conscience of the sner whilst the fire of
love dissolves and melts him into deep contrition
of soul: “And now he sorrows aa he never sor-
rowed before. With David he can say, ““ I am
desolute and ufllicted,  ‘Tarn thee unto me, and
have mercy upon me. Look upen my ufilintion
and pein and foigive all wy sing, for [ am
poor and needy, and destitute, and my heart is
wounded within me.” But this must needs be.
There is no salvaton without it; for sorrows—
Godly sorrows worketh repentance unto salva-

break under the pressure of the hsavy hand of

glorified through
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tion not ‘e be repented
change—a change, according to our blessed
Lord’s words to Nicodemus, as great as the first
coming 10to a state of existence—a springing in-
toddving life ; so ‘mportant a change that with
oui., there is no such thing as being]ready for
tH§building. The ginnet pyust_be broken and
melted and then moulded into the image of Christ
before thers is any rcal admissioninto the church
on earth, or into heaven hereafter.

Again, not only Israclites, but also strangers
were employed in building the temple. “ And
Solomon numbered all the strangers that were in
the land of Israel ; and they were found an hun-
dred and fifty thousand and three thousand and
gix hundred.” Awong these were * burden
bearers” ¢ hewers of stone,” and “overseers to
set the people to work.” We abserve here that
“ they are not all Israel that are of Israel.” Many
will say, says Cknst, m that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied 1n thy name, and in thy
name have cast out devils, and in thy name done
many wonderful works. And then will I profess
unto them, I never knew you, depart from me ye
that work iniquity.” This is a dreadful con-
sideration, but thus it will-be, God, as a Sov-
ereign, however, hag a right to employ what
means he sees fit to carry forward his work in
the world. He has a right to do what he will
with his own. He may, and no doubt often does,
through his love to the souls of men, bless the
labours of ungoedly ministers. He bestows upon
them eminent gifts, and their talents are a source
of public utility ; atthe same time they are
“ strangers Lo God,” destitute of the spirit of the
gospel, unholy in their lives and unrighteous in
their conduct. They can point out the way of
eternal life to others, but will not walk in it
themselves. Howfawful 18 it to see men helping
forward the spiritual benefite of others, who ne—
ver share in it themselves So it was with No-
ab’s carpenters; they hclped him erect the ark,
but yet despised the refuge.

Aguin, Solomon fed his workmen with plenty
and everything of the best. *“ Now, therefore
the wheat and the barley the oil and the wine,
which my Jord hath spoken of let hiw send unto
his servants.” We remark here that there
are many who tlunk that almost any thing
will do for God’s servants now. They find a
great deal of fuult becuuse they do not labour
incessantly and that too at their own expense or
nearly so. They may occasionally, give, as they
call 11, a little barley, and then think they have
done something great ; while they keep the
« wheat, the oil and the wine” for themselves,
We have known churches to employ a mimster,
and after he had faithfully performed the labor,
the church would withhold his salary—cheat him
out of 1t fair (foul) play. - Agein, It may be said
that the temple comprised the Porch, the Sanc-
tuary, and the Holy of Holies, and these were
sarrounded with spacious courts, chambers and
apartments, which were more extensive than the
iemple itself. We observe here that we may
consider the Porchan introduction to the Sanctu-
ary, and the Sanctuary and introduction to the ho-
ly of holies. Now, the Porch muy represent theMo-
siac, as it is called, the old dispensation, the Sanc-
tuary the new or'gospel dispeusation, whilst the
Holy of Holies represents heaven itself, The
inspued writers, however, make very little dis-
tinction between the Sanctuary and holy of ho-
lies, but generally speak of them as being one.
Now, as the Porch, Sanctuary, courls, chambers
and other apartments all united and formed one
temple, 8o it has always been with the church of
God, or seal Christianity, Although we have
dfferent dispensations, although we have had
Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, Conles-
gors, &c., still they are all one and all (aught
the same doctrines of pure religion, True, the
old dispensation, compared with the gospel, was
very dark, it being culy a ehadow of good things
to come, whilst the gospel, and dispensation of
light, a liberty is very imperfect compared with
a heavenly state, for, at best, whilst here, we
only know in part, But when that which is
perfect is come then that which is in part shall
be done away, or, lo use a very simple figure
‘The Jews had Christianity in the bud, we have
it in full bloom, whilst such as are sdmitted into
the paradise above will pluck the life frvits of

immortality.

Christi ns Don’t Care about my Soul.

I was sorrowfully reminded by these words of
my own case. | was born, and lived until past
twenty in a quiet westein village with many re-
hgious priviteges. From my earlicst recollec-
tion | had strong religious impressions. At the
age of nine years, another little boy and I used
to spend wuch tune in praying, and trying to
help each other to be Christians. Our serious-
ness was noticed, but none cared for our souls.

I grew up, but still none cared for me. Re=
gularly I sitended church, ofien put myselt 1n
the way of professors of religion, almost aching
to have them speak to me about my soul and Je-
sus ; but none cared for wy soul,

The minister soc med 10 preach faithfully, ear-
nestly, but in private never said a word 10 me on
personal religion. Oue doy we rode by our-
selves (hirly-two miles in a_carriage, but not a
word for my soul did he utter. God talked to
me, for we wero overtaken by a severe thunder
stcrm, thus giving the minister a fine opportunis
ty to open on the subject, but not a word. Alas,
alas!
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“ what [ must do to be saved.” And the
minister, elders, deacons, knew about it, I hoped
that | had been converted.

@ These things ought not =o to be. Christians,
be careful ; blood muy be upon your skirts in the
Judgment.

But, sinver, let me entreat you, if no one cares
for you, be sure that you care for syourselfs
Speak to the Christian, 1f he does i} speak IDJ
you ; you may, and probably will, find & warm 1
heart sorrowing for its own neglect, and ready
to love and pray for you, and gmde you to Christ.
Remember, if you perish, it will hot even be one

say, * Christians don’t care about my soul.”—
[Scaman’s Pastor, in American Messenger.

Not Weary in Well-Doing.

Some years ago, a gent'eman then residing in
this city, proposed to himself, as a means of doing
good, the visitation of the whole Fourteenth
Ward. Accordingly he called at every house,
large or small. He made accurate minutes, and
kept a record of all persons in the ward, so that
at any time he could send other visitors to the
house who might inquire for the inmates by name.
In a family of Roman Catholics he found eight
children, two of whom were young men and two
young ladies. He invited them a second time,
when they again gave him their promise, but
again broke it. He went several times alter-
wards, with no better success. At length one
ofthe young nen was taken sick and died. The
family then scot for their visitor. Two others
were sick at the same time, father and son ;both
had the consumption, and neither could live.
They were very poor. The oldest of the boys
who could work was out of employment. A si-
tuation was immediately obtained for him by the
stranger, Visit followed visit, till there was a
thorough acquaintance and an undisguised sym.
pathy beiween the missionary and the family.
The sequel of this story is as follows :

“ One evening,” said the missionary, *“ while |
was talking with the young man on bis dying bed,
the sufferer, who had lain for some time without
speaking, suddenly turned toward wme with a
changed expression on his countenance. It had
been impossible, before, to get a reply from him
to any question touching his religious experience ;
but now he replied most cheerfully. | discovered
at once that there had been a change in his feel-
ings, He gave evidence of being happy, and ex-
pressed a cheerful confidence in his preparation
for death.

“The father died, and I bumed hLim, Two
weeks afterwards, the young man also died—in
the trinmphs of the Chnstian faith! The two
gisters shortly afterwards vnited themselves with
a “ family Bible class;” the mother came to
chureh; the younger children were taken into
the Sunday school ; and ina short time 1 had the
pleasure of welcoming the mother and the eldest
daughters to the Communion table of the Lord.
One of the daughters has since died, like her
brother, of consumption ; but like him, also, in
the faith of Christ,”

In all, five individuals in that family became
hopetully converted through the instrumentality
of the persistent and undiscouraged visits of a
faithful missionary !

Speak to that Young Man,

He s in no special danger from the vices and
temptations aircady specified. At most points
he is strongly fortified against the seductive in-
fluences that ruin so many ol our young men,
He abhors their evil courses ; he shuns their pes-
tiferous society ; he keeps far remote from the
places where they congregate. How wueh of
moral principle is incorporated with the other
elements of his safeguard, is known only to the
Searcher of hearts ; but it is very obvious that a
peculiar selfishness is, in part at least, his protec-
tion, The plan of life which he has marked out
tor himself furbids the gratification of expensive
appetites. He cannot afford to be immoral,

The simple truth is, thut he s defermined to be
rich. 1low this passion became excited, we need
not now inquire. It is far more important that
it should be restrained and held within proper
limits, e hardly knows why he wished to ac-
cumulate, unless it 1s that he may be able to say,
“I amrich!” If now asked to name the amount
that would satisfy him, he would probably say “a
hundred ‘thousand,” This he intends to have
within a given nember of years, and toward this
one point he is now bending all his energies, For
this he thinks, contrives, eats, drinks, sleeps,
wakes, reads, writes, walks, rides, converses and
is silent. - For this he enters into company or
avoids society ; for this he marries or lives single
for this he boards or keeps house ; for this he sc-
lects his place of worship or hae none. In every
thing he has respect to the increase of his gains
Domestic relations, friendship, literature, science
re ligion, must all subserve his one object. He
will give away, if you can convince him that it
will promote his temporal interest.

Speak tohim. His mind is set so strongly in
one direction, and has already dug for itself so
deep & channel, that it may be difficult either to
check or divert the current. But he has not be~
eome hardened in avaricious habits. He has vet
gome susceptibility of impression from the les-
gons of wisdom and experience, Give him a
sketch of your own history, Tell him the history
ot your neighbors. Teli him what an old citi-
gen said & few days since. “I have been,” said

I inally sought out an ald lady, and asked her

he, “ well acquainted with business men 1n this

first tl-.e 1

drop of water to cool your tongue, for you to §

science,
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city for sixty years, and [ have found that out of
every hundred merchants, ninety-seven have
faled once, and sevenmty-five a second time.”
Reason with him.
nehes, and-how nadequate they are to satsfy
the mind. Above all, show him how fearfully
the effort to acquire them interferes with duty to
@od and man, and how the possession of them in-
'q"ﬁses the difficulty of the soul’s salvation.
Quote to him the language of the Son of God mn
Matt 6:24;and Mark 10: 25-~alsothe language
of the Apostle Paul in I Tim. 6:9, 10.

Show him the uncertainty of

Science and the Bible.
In speaking of this book there is one question

which, though it does not occupy so large a space
as formerly, nevertheless excites a great and
growing interest, and it is this: It is true that
science in its freest developement in the least
degree contradicts any written word of God?
Once it was said that 1t did, but wnat are the
last results 2 That the progressive science of the
nineteenth century
blessed Sook show that true science and true
religion have a common origin—the bosom of
God.
teach science, but 1t is the only book that stands
the test of scieace.

and the stestement in the

Now, mark, your Bible was not written to

The Veda, the Shaster and
the Kvran cannot stand the test, but the Bible

can, and even when it seams to us beset with
difficulty and mystery, those passages by modern
investigation shine with a brilliant light. Eet
me mention to you one or two proofs of this.

First of all the Bible never hints a system of
If 1t had been written by mere human
writers, they might have indicated here and
there a system of science. It speaks of flowers

and trees, from the hyssop on the wall to the ce-
dar of Lebanon, but there is not a hint of a sys-
tem of botany. Tt speaks of stars, and sun, and
moon, but not a hint of a sysiem of astrenomy.
So that no 1nvestigator or professor of science

can assert that he is in the least degree assisted

or impeded in his system of science by the Bible ;
so that it seems®o me, the silence of the Bible
is asfimpressive as its eloquence, just as on the

dis] the shaddow and the sanshine are alike in-
structive as to the hour of the day. Then take
the word ¢ firmament,” Which vou find in Gen-
esis. In the Greek it is translated by a word
signifying a concave with a vast solid mase.
Translators translated it according to their know-
ledge, but when you go back to the original
word you find it means a space without limit.
So that, you sce, Moses was jr in advance of
those who translated him ; for the actual truth
is digclosed by modern scierce. Take another
instance ; Job speaks of mmselt as standing on
the circle of the earth ; and Isaiah speuks of the
circle of the sea. Now, yoa know that the ro-
tundity of the earth was for some years regarded
asa heresy by the Church of Rome ; but no one
believes now that it 13 a flat surface, except per-
haps, Archbishop Cullen. Take one thought
more ;: “Who can sway the influence of the Ple-
iades ?* Many have wondered what was the
influence of the Pleiades, Science, however,
tells us that the stars, and the sun and the moon
and the varth and the leading satellites, consti.
tute one group which revolves round a central |
sun, and that central sun is oue of the Pleiadéd? *
Here science, when it does refer to scien®® it
is always correct.—CuMMING,
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Good Resolutions.

There 18 a prodigious strength in resolution ;
and wonders have been wrought by resolutions
deliberately made and persistently kept, How
many individuals, for instance, far down in the
degraded scale of intemperance, have by resolv-
ing—we will never taste another drop of the h-
quid, ficry ruin, and abidiug that resolution,
been stopped in their carcer of Jubasement, and
stood forth once more respecisble, influential,
and prosperous, In ‘* Hawes Lectures to young
Men,” is related the case of young man who
having consumed upon his lusts a large estate
which had fallen to him, became desperate, nnd
was on the point of committing suicide. At this
cnsis he made the resolution—*1 will recover
what I have lost.” He immediately commenced
acting upon 1it, continued so to do, regained a
Jarger sum than his original patrimony, and died
worth ihree hundred thousand dollars, Directs
mighty efforts ot the human will, committing per-
sons to virtuous, laudable courses of action, have
carried them by the spring and energy of those
efforts, over obstacles scemingly insurpassable,
and won for them 1mperishable renown,

There are many good resolutions, That was
a good resolution of Jo hua,—* As for me and
my house we will serve the Lord”y—and well
would 1t be for every head of a family to make
the same resolution. That was « good resolu-
tion of the Psalmist-* Evening and morning,

and at noon will I prey” :—and well would it be
if all had stated seasons, when in commgnion
with the Great Supreme, their warm aspirations
went up incense-like to the skies. That wesa
good reselution of the repentant Prodigal—*1
will anse and go to my Father, and will say un-
to him, Father | have sinned against hoaven, and
before thee” :—and well would it be for every
unconverted sinner in his spiritual bankruptey
and misery, and whom a wretched eternity awaits
to say the same and seek in that God whom he
has abused, a refuge, and a portion for his soul.
That wae 8 good resolution of the Pr.phet [snmh

‘—“Forzmw'ﬂl I not hold my peace,
and for Jerusalom’s sake I will not rest, until the




