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or Way Office, with the County anc
pce, of Subscribers and others for
om they mav- --mittances, &e.

take notice, it is not the Parich or Town-

rhich they reside, but the NAME of the

here they wish to receive their pa-
pers, that we want.

ive

: r:)st Proﬂfable Conveisation

ever Held.

d, were I now to ask you if you could
stmay be coneidered the most im-
d edifying conversation ever held be-
persons during the whole period of
s history, I believe 1t would puzzle
little to think what it could be.

ost profitable of ali the millions of con-
that have been held n all the ages of
s history,—what canitbe ? Iam well
t the great mass of conversations are
but ‘profitable.” There is plenty of
nd idle talk in the house and by the
e is enough surely of scandal-propa-
ssip, and profuse conversution about

everything, and nothing, while the |

ning call is being performed ; but ‘the
P lips,” in all these circumstances, and
sand others which might be named,
nly to penury’ of mind, and not to
suppose this conversation to which
e must Pe a thing of the past? Is it
pny Where P”

is & thing of the past, and it has ap

pd has proved exceedingly ‘edifying,’ |

of the conversations of your morning  fact of its being a kingdom, as well as from the

eniag parties would appear t» much
p—an print. It has been published mil-
nes ; and as 1t is of infinite moment
ould read it and understand it, and
est side of it as a model on which to
our conversational powers, I may as
t once that it will be found in that ca-
Ary,containing sixgy-six different books,

¢ poorest family in the land may be- | we would see or enter His kingdom. Before we |

essed for a shilling.”
pw | see where you are, and the conver-
hich you allude. Don’t you refer to
sation held one night between a Jew-
man and the Redeemer, wi ich we have
by one of his disciples?’
y! And you know, of course, that 1t is
d in the third chapter of the Gospel
to John. That I believe to be the
table conversation ever held ; for it vot
ed that ruler’s cyes, changed his heart,
him o diseiple of Christ, but it has
ed the means of sulvation to multi-
Il ages. Tet us turn it up st present,
rom the beginring of the chapter to the
twenty-first verse. ® ®
hat we have read that most remarkable
ion, let me ask you, Have you under-
its meaning, and have you the new-born
e to which it points P”
I am not sure that I even fully compre-
meaning of the Janguage ; and I am
id I have never realised experimental-
0 birth’ to which the Great Teacher re.
wish [ knew more of spiritual things.
gentleman say, the other day, that, in
n tcotland, hundreds are inquiring,
ewish ruler, and, in several places in
hundrcds were lately boen again ; and
Iy wish o be so too, and would be real-
ul'to hear you talk to me upon the sub.

appy to hear it, May the Lord bless
the (regencrating grace of His Holy

ile we taik uver what He said to that
stateman.

® Conversation Explained.

Christ, the incarnate Scon of God, as-
absclute necessity of regeneration,
says, ‘Verily, verily, 1 say unto th-e,
man be born again, he canvot sec the
of God,’ And farther on, He says, ns
nd decidedly, *‘Exeept a man be born
nd of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
lom of God.. And He gives a fact a8
0 of this necessity, *That which is born
i flesh,’ *Flesh,’ or corrupt homan na-
nfit to enter God’s kingdom, and will
inue so. No self-regeneration is to be
The total depravity of nature ren-

al spiritual change of absolute necessi-
whole race, and every' individual man,
depraved in heart, lis will averse from
conscience is defiled, his understanding
ed, his affcctions are auenated from
set upon unwerthy objects, his desires
Pt, his appetites ungoverned,—and, un-
loly Spint work an entire change on
faculties of his epiritual natore by the
the Gospel cleansing away his filthiness

8 water cloang s away=outward defile-

Must remaic an anfit
dowm,

|

!

. subject of His holy administration.

' any of ud into His kingdow, with ¢ur nature un- |

> :

“And, observe, that Jesus spuke of two classes
only— those who are fleshly and those who are
spiritual. We are naturally connected—as are
all mankind —with those who are ‘born of the
flesh,” who, on that ve ry acecount, cannot even so
inuch as ‘see the kingdom of God;’ and we can
get out of our natural stete only by a spiritual
birth ; for ounly ‘that which is born of the Spi-
ritisspint’  All of us being born of parents,
who were themselves fallen and gorrupt, are ne-
cessarily infected by the hereditary tomt of de-
pravity of natute ;‘nnd.besides, ‘the carnal mind
is enmity against God, and is not subjeetto the
law of God, neither indeed ean be. So then they
that are in the flesh eannof please (iod,’ and can-
not enter into His kingdom. Attempts at mo-
rality are of noaccount with God. A moral Ni-
codemus was told he reijuired something deeper
and greater than conformity to a eertain staud-
ard which passes with the world for morality.
God’s standard of holiness is not morality, but
spirituality.”

“Well, buc 1 fear, by publishing such extreme
views, you may wake many well-meaning per-
sons feel disgusied at religion ani go off from it
altogether.”

“But itis not our fault if they go off at atan-
gent from the spherc of divine truth. Are you
convinced that Scripture’ 1s right when 1t says,
“T'he heart is deceitful above all things, and des-
| perately wicked ” Do you believe that you are |
| more like Satan than God—incapable of know-
| ing, loving, or serving God, snd utterly unfit,
notwithstanding your morality of life, for enter-
Ling into His holy kingdom ?” :

“Certainly you do not flaiter human nature "

“It is, no doubt, hard to believe that one's
own selfis so bad as I bhave indicated,—and
none but the Spirit can convince us of it: but
does not Jesus represent our condition as ut‘erly
depraved—-‘flesh ?’ Does He not here solemnly
aver, that without a new birth from above, not
one, no not even a moral, learned, inquiring Ni-
codemus, can see or enter the kingdom of God?
He does not say that hg may not, but that he
cannot, entcr,—leaving 1t to be icferred that it is
morally impossible, And this arises from the

fuct of our depravity. An anarchist has a deci-
ded dislike to constitutional and setiled govern.
ment,—s0 a man, who hates the laws by wlich
God’s kingdom is governed, cannot be a loyal
God would

require to charge His nalure, before He admitted

changed. But asGod cannot change, we must, if |

| can be happy and loyal subjects of it, we must be ;

subject for God’s

‘born aguin,’ and thus get its laws writien in our
winds and hearts. 3
‘“ Besides—as a professor in one of our col-

 leges has well remarked—* It is a principle of
' our nature, that, in order to happiness, there
must be some correspondence betwixt the tastes,
the dispositions, the habits of a man, and the
scene in whlch he is placed, the society with
which he mingles, and the services in which he |
is employed. A coward on the field of batlle,‘
a profligate in the house of prayer, a giddy‘
' worldling standing by a death-bed, a drunkar! |
,in the company of holy men,—feel insinct-
|tively that they arc misplaced ; they have no en-

' joyment there.! And what enjovinent could un.
'regenerate men have in God’s kingdom, on

' earth, orin heaven? Eventie outward services
?of the sanctuary below are dis'asteful to them,
iiu proportion to their spinituality. As long us
. preachers kee;: by the pictorial and i}lustrntive,
 —and speak of the seasons of the year, the
' beautiful earth end the ancient sea,—moun-
| tains and plains, rivers aud lukes, fields, flowers
and fruits,—sun, moon, and stars,- ~they ecompre-
hend the discourse and applaud it ; but when the
deeply-spiritual and eternally.important form the
theme, they feel l'stless, and characterise it ag
dull prosy and uninteresting. But if we cannot
enjoy a highly spiritual discourse. it must be be-
cause we are ‘ carnal, and want the spiritual |
“sense’ which always accompanies the Lew |
birth; for ¢ the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God, tor they are foolish-
ness unto him ; neither can he know them, be-
cause they are spiritually discerned.” And is it
pot an alarming truth, that this being * born
again’ is not a making of ourselves better, but a
being made anew spiritually by God himself
This appears evident from what Jess said during
His coaversation wih Nicodemus, His words
are these, * Except & man be born of water and
of Tue SPIRIT, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God’ This great change is effected by the
Holy Spirit, through means of the living ‘ water’
of the Word of God,~the testimony of Jesug,—
and is of a spiritual nature, for that which is
born of the Spirit is Spirit. It consists not in
outward reformation, but inward transforination.
We must be regencrated in soul, in order to be
truly reformed in life. The change is of such a|
nature, that it is sure to be manifested outward-
ly if it exist inwardly. If you wish to have a
holy life, the readiest road to it isthat which
leads throagh the laver of regeneration, Pray-
ing, weeping, striving against sin, and obeying
God's laws, is just so much lost, unless you get
first this ¢ born again experience.”

* Ah, but this- lays me entirely prostrate be-
fore God, a sick avd dying sinner ; and [ moy

!

experience is utterly beyond my reach.”

That God in
ST. JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK
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throngh Himself, lifted up as a mediator, and
God’s free love (o a perishing world, embodied
in the gift and work of His Son.
be born again. Well, Jesus tells you to look to
the Son of Man lified up as Moses lift-d up the

serpect in the wilderness, and you will thus be '

mude to live. You say you are prostrated and

helpless,—with the poison of the serpent cours-

ing through vou,—sick and dyving, and you

want to live,— lo experience sucha new life as |
shall prove not only a present counteractive to |
the vitus of this terrible death-poison, but also |

an endaring spiritval reality. Well, Jesus says
in this conversation with the inquiring ruler, that
*God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life)—
God sent not His Son to condemn the perish-
ing men of the world to lie in their corrupt and
d.sessed condition and perish for ever ; but that
He wight lie Himself tnat they might be saved !
And those who are recovered from the disease
of corrupticn, tell us that they were ‘born again,’
not by lying in their corruption and erying for a
new nature, aud e¢xpeeling it to come in some
arbitrary and different way from that of faith, but
their uniform testimony is, ¢ Of His ovn will be-

gat e us by the word of truth ;' we sre new crea- |

tures, ‘ being born again by the Word of God ?
and “whosoever believeth tha: Jesus is the Christ,
is born of Ged.” Regeneration being by faith,

you must fill your cyes with the atoning cross, if |

you would have your heart filled with lif. Thi ,
Jesus clearly teaches in his conversation with
Nicodemus, and the whole d:ift of this Gospel is
a copy of the mind of Christ on this point, for
the writer says, towards its close, ‘ These are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Chast, the Som of God ; and that believing ye
might have life through His name.

“1f you still feel that you know nothing of
being ‘born agamn,! bring your mind into l'road
and immediate contact with THE wHOLE of this
conversation. Don’t elose the book and moan
over the misery of your state, as it is now dis-
covered to you by the awakening truths contain.-
ed from verse third to verse ninth; but go on
until you take in the discovery of the plains
gracious, free, and holy way of getting out of
your misery, as you have it laid down by Jesus

| when e speaks, from verses foarteenth to seven

teenth, of His own all.sufficient sacrifice, ind
His Father's unexampled love and gracious pur-
pose towards perishing sinners.

“ Lt you want a new heart, ¢ behold the Lamb
of God,” and receive him as your Saviour,; ¢ for
this is the record that God hath giwen to us
cternal life, and this life is 1n His Son. He that
hath the Son hath life.  He that believeth on the
Son of God hath everlasting life.”— British Mes-
senger. ’

it

Funerals.

Few p-rsons, except ministers, themselves,
have any adequale idca of the diffien!ties and an-
noyances experienced by ministers in regard to
funerals.

First, it is very seldom that the minister who
18 expecled to officiate is in the least consulied
in regard to the time of the funeral service. The
day and hour are fixed, and the minister is quiet-
ly told that his services are expected, just as
thouglh there were no possibility of his having
other important duties to attend to at the same
time. It seems to me that there is no other class
of persons in the community approached with
the same air of presumption. The implication
appears to be that ministers have very little to
do beyond sitting ubout and waiting for orders
from the people. Why, one should think that
bringing the matter down to the simple ground
of politeness, pcople would first, as an expression
of couriesy, consult the clergyman.

Next, the minister is often the last one to be
notified concerning the death of the person at
whose funeral he is expected te preach.—This
sometimes follows from the arrangements aniong
inexperienced managers ; but generally it is the
result of ignorance in regard to the length of
time preachers should have for preparation. It
is not usually thought that the likeness of sub-
ject, and similarity of circumstances, render fu-
neral sermons among the most difficult to prepare.
I know, I was myself once aceustomed to think
it was not hard to preach a funsral sermon. 1
presumed the occasion would give sofficient
thought and inspiration ; not thinking that like
occasions usually direct our minds into like chan-
nels.— Bat experience has completely reversed
my decision, It requires extraordinary quick.-
ress and fertility of mind to avord a wearisome
and profitless routine in many successive funeral
discourses, unless there be reasonable time af-
forded for thought and arrangement. [t is well
known that some men usually preach the same
discourse 1n substance, with only a little varia-
tion in arrangement, at almost every funeral
they attend. Hence the greatest heaviness fre-

'quently characterizes the sacred exercises at-

tending the deeply solemn services at the
burial of the dead. = Ministers should, therefore,
be early notified.

Another annoyanee, which i3 even of a still
more serious nature, arises from the unreason-
able expectations of friends ia regard to the na-
ture of funeral discourses. It has become a

give myself up to despair at onee, for such an | monstrous evil to expect the aunister to pro-

nounce an eulogy n the dead, mstead of a gospel

“No, not at all. For, remember, Jesus con-

~ tinued to lay before this Jewish ruler atonemeng

scrmon to the living. It is often really amazing

to obseive the blindness and folly manifested by !

You want to |

e c————————
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_interested friendsin making their requests of the

preacher. They want a variety of virtues as-
cribed to the departed, and very often,too, when
no one ever knew the dead in question to have
 been greatly concerned about such qualities of
character while Jiving.

Of all the foolish demands from the minister
of the gospel, I think this cannot well be ex-
ceeded in folly. Even if the deceased has been
a Christian, he must have been one of eminent
' attainments, and well- known faithfulness, to
warrant the minister of Jesus Christ to refer
with confidence to his life as worth; of specgal
study and imitation. If this has not been the
case the speaker does more harm than good.
There are usually many present at a faneral as-
sembly who bave had far bet‘er means of know-
ing the character of their neighbor than the
minister ; and, therefore, 1n the minds of such
there is awakened a feeling ‘of disgust, that

neutralizes whatever truth may be contamed in
the discourse.

But what shall we then say in regard to the
expectation of speaking favorably of such as
were known to be destitute of piety, or even
| openly vicious ?  The idea is shocking. Andg
| yet we have it to lament, that mimstr-rs-are}

| sometimes rawn, in some degree, into the temp- |
| tation. [ scarcely know words strong enongh |
| to desiznate this perversion of the high cnllingf
' of the holy wiristry. On ordinary occasions |
we preach to the people the solemn truths of the |
Bible—that the true believer shall be saved, |
| aud that the impenitent sinner shall be damned 5 |
and then, if we could so far forget omiselves as |
to ** preach to heaven” the ungodly, according |
o popular expression, we evidently preach
‘“another gospel, which is not another.” We
might thus,in conforming to the feelings of friends |
not only lcse a good opportunity of poiutedly 1
warning and directing erring, careless men, bntf
we sholild place an obstacle in the way of our|
fu'ure success, that no amount of labor couldi
«fterwards remove, \
There ean, also, be no doubt that prufessed:
death-bed conversicns should generally be puss-lt
ed by without mnuch notice, These are certainly
often deceptive, judging from the fact that those |
who rise from a sick-bed, on which they profess-
ed repentance, usually retorn to the ways of sin.
But suppose there be occasionally gennine in-
stances, is there not dinger of producing a
hurtful instead of a hopeful effect on others, by |

!

:
|

our referring to such cases with confidence ? |
Sinners who catch at every straw to encourage |

. . » 3 - |
their hear's in sin, are thus rather relieved than |

alarmed.  But wo way yet ask, what good can |
possibly, in the generality of cases, result from |
laudatory speaking at funerals? If w eeping |
friends wish to have their grief allayed by (lu-:
ception, in the name of all that is holy umli
truthful, let not the minister of the gospel assist |
in eonfirming their deception. Let not the bear- |
er of light veil the human mind in grosser dark-
uess, The minister, by speaking words not
according to wisdom, may succeed in allaying |
grief, which time might do; but if, in doing |
this, he make a false impression conecerning the |
gospel on an immortal soal, an evil may be effect-
ed which no time or effort may ever be sufficient
te undo. Let the people consider hefore they
make their rquests of ministers of the gospel ;
and let ministers consider before they comply |
with the people’s request.--Lutheran Observeg.

—————————— @ @y

L - |
Roman Catholic Nations. |

How comes 1t to pass that nation after nation
in which the Romish priesthood is duminunLl
pesishes down te its roots with a steady and ir- |
resistible speed ? From recent accounts, Mexico 1
is fast becoming disorganized, disintegrated, and ;
approaching nearer, every day, to utter and en- |
tire destruction. * Of Mexico,” says the Zimes,
“at the present hour it is difficult to the inhabi-
tants of a civilized land to form an accurate
notion, nor does any history treat of so sudden
and rapid a decline.” What, we ask again, ac-
counts for this ? It has a splendid climate and a
prolific soil. If® children are many of them the |
sons of heroes and nobles, and its annals are by
no means monotoucus or dull. It has been link-
ed to a monarchy, and scparated and formed into
arcpublic. It has erdured chains and enjoyed
freedom. But m all its conditions it has known
neither prosperity nor real social clevation. One

| and poets.

e

—~————

SEOTIA

Protestant States of Gerinany is the dungeon!
compared to 2 palace. The Roman Catholics of |
Mexico, Peru, and Brazil are centuries Lehind |
the descendants of the Pilgrim fathers in Massa-g
chusetts. Yct soil and sanshine snd climate are'i
all in favor of the former, and ice and rock and |
bleak land are all against the latter. Who would |
venture to place the poverty and sloth and idle—|
ness of Lower Canada on the same level ag the |
energy and enterprise and 1acreasing richness of ”‘
Upper Canada, which is Protestant? The stag-
nation of a Romish canton in Switzerland, con-
tras's powerfully witl: the tidiness and industry
and 1ntelligence of a contiguous Protestant
canton. The light and inteiligence and inde-
pendence of Ireland are in Ulster Her misery |
and beggary and brigandage, and her chacteristic |
crimes are in Connaught, where we see evmyi
variety and similurity of featur:s, political and

physica! ; but where, beneath a dominant saper-

stition, brooding and stampning the mark eof its
despotisin over all, we discover a decaying race.

But wherever we find the Protestant faith, even
in 1ts least favorab'e types and the worst of phy-
sical conditions, we witness a prosperous and ad- |
vancing community. Our inference must be that i
of an eloquent, and in this case a weightv and |
impartial, judge. Lord Macaulay thus writes in |
his History (vol. 1. pp. 48-9) :— l

“During the lastthree centuries, to siunt the |
growth of the human mind has been the chief ob- |
ject of the Roman Catholic Church. 'l‘hrough-i
out Christendom, whatever advance has been |
made in knowledge, in freedon. in wealth, and in
the arts of life, has been made in spite of her, and
has everywhere been in inverse proportion to her |
power. The loveliest and most feriile provinces |
of Europe have under her rule been sunk in |
poverty, in political servitude, and in intellectual
torpor ; while Protestant countries, once prover-
bial for sterility and barbarisin, have been turned
by skiil and industry into gardens, and can boast
of.u long list of heroes, statesmen, philusnphers,é
Whoever, knowing what [taly and |
Scotland naturally are, and what four hundred |
years ago they actually were, will Low compgre |
the country round Rome with the country round
Edinburgh, will be able to form some judgment |
as to the tendency of Papal domination.” !

We do not make these remarks in order to|
wige the exhibiiion or to stunulate the action of |
an intolerant spirit tow ard Mexico, but to remind
our readers of the true solution of her misery,—
Her insults to our flag, and her violent aggres- |

. . s ™ |
sions on the lives and property of Englishmen |

|
|
|

will no doubt brine duwn the retribution such |

misdeeds deserve.  But in punishing we may try
to discover frcm what seeds such pernicious fruits |
grow, and who are the seedsmen in spring whom
weeping reapers follow inmany a bitter harvest,
~=T"he Press, 12 February. ‘

- - —

““1 have L.ost a Day.”

What a world of moral significance is erowd- |
ed into these five words. One of Rome’s bust |
Ewmpeiors, accustoined to make every day count |
something of happiness to Lis subjects, and per- |
mitted the solemn history of twenty-four hours |
of his life to go unmarked by a single good deed |
te a living soul ; and over the bitter memory of

that fact his noble spirit cried out “ [ have lost
|

a day!” Such an utterance, on such a theme,
was alike worthy of the head and heart of the
monarch who made it,

But if a Heathen Ruler, withou the light of
revel.tion upon his spirit, conldl thus mourn over |
a lost day, what should be the relation of a Chiis-
tian'’s conscience to the question of lost time ?
Most certainly taugznt by the sazred oracles “ to
redeem the tim,” by deing good of every pos-
sible gort to all men, what fearful n:spunsibililics:
are thousands of professing Christians rushing |
on to meet at the bar of eternity on th2 score of
“unredeemed With the
traompet-toned voice ofrevelation ringing in their |
cars, the carnest question, “ Why stand ye here
all the day idle P” how can it be otherwise than
they should say, then and there, not with th
Roman Emperor, “ [ have losta day,” ng |
utterance to that deeper wail of the heart, “ 1|
have lost a lifetime !” 1

time !”’ more than

but givi

e

This life is full of grave duties and awful re-|
spousibilities. There is inuch for every man es |
pecially the Ciristian, to do in the world, aud |

marked feature it has, Its priesthood is by far
the richest in Christendom. It Chureh property
is enormous. So strong are its ecclesiastica)
guardians, that when Juares proposed to seculiar-
ize a portion of 1t, in order w muintain the barest
national life, the priests raised an army against
him, and guined the day. What does all this
wealth represent? A plundered p(ei)ple. \What
means this powerful priesthood 7 A prostrate
Governmrnl. What 1s the necessary and logica)
result P  Bankruptey —confusion —civil discord
—unmweaning insults on the flag of England, pro-
voking retribution it is scarcely worth tke neces-
sary powder and shot to inflic. Finally, far.
seeing minds discern for Mexico in the distance
utter chaos or a powerful dictator. But is not
every nation m which a superstitious Papal
priesthood is dominant very much in the same
condition ? Spain bas sunk daily Guring a cen-
tury and a half in all that constitutes the glory of
a government or the greatness of a peaple. Italy
is becowe a byword in Furope, and is capital
and its petty sovereignties, sometimes the pity,
at other times the scorn, and aever the admira-

every man's salvation in eternity, depends on the |
matter of his doing it. “Time is short,” on the
one hand ; and the work great and varied to be|
done, on the other, No good man can lose a
day without incurring responsibilities of the|
gravest nature ; because so much is lost to thuz
progress of the world in religion, virtue and huu-*
piness. And® who may tell the extent of that |
loss? That day has been lost in the history of |
wany a professor, which was lollowed by the |
still more terrible loss of the soul of a friend or
netghbor, whose salvation might have been the
achievement of a well spent day. “ He shall die
in s iniquity, but his blood will I require a[!
thine hand,” is a pas-ag: of serious application
to many wha have professed the religion of Christ,
How replete with agony the very thought ! The
day i lost in which no good is done in any way
to our fellows, and cternity will so declare it.
How many such days, Christian reader, can you
coant up in your past history? Summon back
gone-by days, those days that God gave you in
which to win souls to happiness and heaven, and
ask yourself,  what report they bore to heaven.”

n, of mankind., Austria, comparedfwith the
0

If, in reviewing the past, which is at once your
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duty, the record shows that you have lost many
days, resolve to do your duty in the future ; and
if you want a motive worthy of your highest
energies, find in thusejoy-inapir.ing utteranees of
the blessed volume, “ He which converteth the
sinner from the error of his way, shall save a soul
from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.”
“They that be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament ; and they that turn many to
rigeteousness as the stars forever and ever.”—
Let us resolve, then, by the grace of God, with
such a motive as “saving a soul from death i
and * turning many to righteousness,” before us
to “do good untc all men as we have opportu-
nity.” 'This, adopted as a rule, and faithfully
carried out in practice, neither you, reader, nor
myself, will ever have «ccasion to say, “ [ have
lost a day ;” but every evening’s twilight will
find us happy in the consciousness that we have
done what we could to make the world better

that day, and have * pitched our tent a day’s
march nearer home.”— Guardian.

Christian Inflmemce.

The *“ True Union” has the following :

Every professing Christian is exerting an ia-
fluence 1n the world, either for good or for evil 2
and while mary are among the former class, it is
to be feared that not a few are ranked with the
latter. . An inconsistent Christian is every day
doing an incalculab'e amount of ewil ; the world
point to such an one as though he were a true
exponent of Christianity. Until inembers of our
churches are consistent, we do not expect to see
a great outpouring of the Spirit on the Churches
to which they belong. We quote tte language
of a writer very much to the point on this sub-
ject :

“ The Christian is to be a living representative
of Christ.  He is in all things to glorify God.
He is not at liberty to adopt the maxims, to act
on the prioeiples, or to copy the habits of the
world. His business transactions are to be con-
ducted upon the principles of rigid truthfulness,
justice, and integrity, free from all trickery,
shufflin® chicanery, ecrocked policy, and double
dealing. The glory of God is to be his govern-
ing motive; the precepts cf the gospelare to be
his rule of conduet ; his speech is to be ¢ with
grace, seasoned with salt ;" his spirt kind and
benevolent ; and his whole character to stand
out transparent with the light of sanciity. Thus
only can Christians become * the living epistles
of Christ, known and read of all men,’ and *the
salt of the earth,” diffusing a conservative princi-
ple, and preserving it from moral decay.”

Did Christians in general thus practically ex-
emplify their Divine religion, we should soon
witress its salutary influence upon the tone and
habits of soc’ety. The world is a keen and cn-
tical observer of their conduet, and is properly
far more regardful of practice than of mere pro-
fession ; and never can Christians reasonably ex-
peet to make any powerful and permanent 1m-
pression upon the world in favor of Christianity
till their religion becomes an all-pervading cle-
menf, and their profession and deportment are
scen to be more in accordance. Were every
member of a churel thus seen wearing the image
and reflecting the glory of Christ, what apow-
erful influence would be daily going forth to con- °
vince obServers that our religion is not a conve-
nient sham, a garb for an occasion, a Sunday
mask fora spiritual drama, but a living and life-
giving element, a Divine and blessed reality ,—
the thoughtful
would be compelled to admire, and the carcless
would be awakencd to enquiry aud concern; a
noble breastwork of moral deferice would be
thrown arovnd the Church and a mighty break-
water raised to drive back the flond-tides of un-
godhiness and infideli"y from the face of society.
Christians, thus living, would be fortified with
confidence and qualified by spiritual energy and
zeal 1o act for Christ and attempt the conversion

would be silenced

Gainsayers

of the world, and the world would be constrained
to believe their sircerity and respeet their bene-
volent labors for their good.

Our prayer is that the Great Head of the
Chuorch may awaken in all the churches a spint
of searching inquiry, as to why the blessing
prayed for is withhe!ld. Then will there be deep
humiliation on account of farlures and defection,
and God will say, “from this time will T bless
you.”

»

SPAkE THE SINNER.~—* Away yonder,” he
exclaimed, * down in the deep, dark glen, ga-
thered around the cold rocks, under the shelter
of the wild precipice, are Scotland’s persecuted
fa'hers with their .families, to hear the Word of
Lote. Every man beare his gun, and the sword
is by his side. A stalwart sentinel keeps his vye
to the hilltops, and down to where the glen winds
Elevating his arm, the in-
tunation of expected danger is given. A signal
trom the outpost confirms it.  The worshipping
band gather ciosely together. On come the op-
pressors with their gleamiag arms and bloodshet
eyes. The strife is near. Then,standing on an
elevated rock, the venerated pastor spreads his
hands to heaven, and with quivering voice, but
dauntless heart, exclaims, ‘O God, spare the
green and take the ripe ! 'Tis thus I, too,
would plead to-day, as death comes thinning our
ranks, hurrying us to the judgment—that the
sinner may be spared till he has accepted the
ransom offered by his Redeemer, and the ripe be
taken first awayv.,”—Dr. Guthrie,

into unseen ravines,



