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series in Exeter Hall, to commence Januvary 3rd
and to be conducted by episcopal clergymen. A
r1ous mission to the foreigners in London—
Mo, it is compitted, from one to two hun-
a8 been inaugurated under Epis-

pat catastrophe of the fortnight has been

ot sixteen lives, besides contusions and

‘beyond reckoning, from a fhlse alarm of
#t the Viectoria Theatre in the Waterloo
Road, This place, on Boxing day, had two per-
formances, and while the crowd assembled
" ==ttrrrvening performance, on the gallery s

explosion of but is now said to have arose
from the ignition of. some fusees which induced
persons who saw it to rush out and spread the
smesegtsiee- It was the struggle of those standing
on the top gallery stairs to force their way down
resisted by the upward crush from below, which

e:*&yed the deplorable effect. Had the alarm
een communicated to the crowded theatre the

for
a panic ensued. This was ascribed at first M :

—

mortal Pope, our predecessor in the Pon-
tificate ™ .
From whatl have last read it will be pcreeiv-
ed that this document emanated from no o'her
source than that of the Pope—Pope Pius the
Gth. That it has not been withdrawn, or be-
come obsolete, is apparent from the fact,
that it is published in the Boston edition of
vay. Bible, printed in 1852, under the |
nction of the Roman Catholic Bi-

is letter contains a distinct recogntiion
of a great and growing evil—it is a distinet
acknowledgment also of a great remely—a
preventiv:, or cure, or mitigation of that evil,
which should be open to all, namely—the
sacred wrilings in the language of their
country suitable to every one’s capacity. \V hat
thoughts naturally arise in the mind on read.
ing or hearing this? Did the evi! continue ?

nsefjuences would have been indiscribable.
bag()ur criminal reports continue to present fea
wssnbivaanof painful import, A young man, Allison,

did it cease? was it confined to liniy, o
did it not extend to all Christeadom » Was

: tried for the wurder of his sweetheart was ac-
od 3 éﬂﬁd on the ground of insanity, but many |
-3 whether he is more 1nsane than thousands |
of sothofsebher yoang men of depraved pursuits. A
poor woman convicted of drowning her illegiti-
mate chiid is reported: the discovery was made |
by the circulation of photographs of the deceas-

be.

~LOVNhe mavager of the * Times,” Mr. Mowbray
orris, has beefi the plaintiff 1n an action for an
It by'a Mr.©apron. This was the second
(~wattock, ariging out of Mr. Capron’s domestic cir-
.oy cdwpstances. The defendant was cnnvnctgd,
~alss '“9 Justly, but the moral of the trial was the
ancient story, that 1t is decidedly dangerous to

8l 9Yficifere between a man and his wife.
dagen wol
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;:;f; Bible Society Meeting Speeches., |
Joilqoric We give our readers this week as many ot
bas sothe speeches delivered atthe Anniversary Meet-
& i sung of the Bible Sociely last week as our space
dosdw deit) adwii.

po I'he President. in the opening of his ad-
dréss‘expressed a fervent hope that the so |
lemn exercise in which they had veen engag- |
ed, ihvoking the Divine blessing on the pro-|
geedings of the evening, would have a suit- |
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telligeurer.

able influenceon the minds of all, and lead |
“"the m 1o feel that they were met together not |
merely to indulge in the gratificationof hear-
‘ing eloquent speeches but to shew the inter |
od? Bovest they took in the great work of the Bible |
tow basSociety, and recognize the duty of excriing |
Yo weontheir individual efforis 10 promote H—each |
eww vaccording to his means and opportunities. !
sserpor. - ‘I'he New Bruaswick Auxiliary had now |
tasbiv. been in operation forty years, and ,
s po uplainiy been much blessed in its work. 1o the |
Yo yowmErciyl providt?nce of God several of itf first |
baqmss Ofiice bearers still remaived, able and wiiling |
Yo ai, 10 labour in its cause ; their much respected |
pitng retary, De. Parerson was such at the for |
oredT mation of the Sociely, and a few members of |
Mew 10415 rignal committee were still on its list, u("‘
v e @ne valued member,—M:. Gilbert T. Ray,— |
§o19¢" “death had but recenily deprive! them.
A ¢ I"'he President then referred to the double |
mo »b  sphere of duty, shown by their desigaation, :w!
a New Brupswick Bible Society ; and us a|
Society Auxiliary to the great pareat Ins-
ti and the efforts they had made
di the past year by the employ-
of Mr. Clay in the city and :
inity 1o visit from house to house i1 order |
1 ‘efrain  and supply PBible destribution, |
and in the re-engagement of that zealous and
eiperienced travelling agent.  Mr [saac)
Smith, the particulars of whose operations in |
holding  meetings, forming various brareh
socicties, and dstributing the holy scriptures
would be detailed in the report.
yeor was a memorable
hisiory of the Church :
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The third centenary !
completed of an open Bible in our e
d mother country ; for though the Bible
made partially accessible ia the reign of
H nry the Bth, and. illumined 1he i eq
period of his son and sucecessor Flward th

6th, the bloody reign of Quecn Mary iad
bloiied out this good beginning ; and (rom
the glorious accession of Queen Elizabeih ia |
1558 may we date the firm establishinent of

the Reformation, and the free cireulation of

! i3ible in the language of the p uple —open
o all 3 and never, never, we (rust, to be ’
again clesed. It was also new about 1wo!
huodred and fifty years siace the eommerire.

wontof the new transiation ia the reign of!
hiog James, styled the authorised version,
conducted under very favorable circumstan-
ces, and endeared 10 all our memerics——the
orly English version which had been, and he
trutied the only one that ever would be cic-
ctilated py the Bible Socicty. Rut there waus’
another round period to which he would ig
vite particular attention, as what hz would re
late might be interesticg 10 many prescat.
i~ the year 1778—now just 80 years ago—
a very memorable letter was written und

bigh authority, addressed 10 na Ecclesia tic
aflerwards an Arvehbishop, who had made 4
transiation of the Hely Bible i lialaa, *to
the purpoese of shewing the benefit which he
faithfol might reap from their bhaving tne
tloiy Seriptures in the vulgar tongue.” This
letter thus proceeds :—

“At a tune that a vast number of bad
books, which most grossly aitack the Caibol ¢
religion; are circulated even umoag the un-
lenrned, to the great destruction of souls, you
judge exceedingly well, that the fuit' £,
lmoutdh.oxulJ'» %0 the reading of the Holy
“Boriptuves : For THESE ARE THE Mmost
! ABUNDANY SOURCES WHICH OUGHT TO BE
LEFT, OFBN TO EVERY ONE, 1o draw fiom
i othean punity of morals and of doetrine, to era-
. mhcite jhe ercors which are so widely diss -
minaied in those corrupt times. [his vou

y {118
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the remedy supplied by those who had
ithe power and meansio do it. Was it made
more accessible than it had been to all or
any, and who:», and where ?

Pope Pius the 6ih, fived twanty-two years
after writing this letter—he died at the end
of the century ; but [ am ready to adwit he
lived in very troublous times, and was driven
from Rome, and whatever h's wishes or in-
tentions may have been, had less in his power
than most who have preceded or followed
him in the Pontificate. In his timse the flood-
gates of anarchy and atheism were orened
wide, and the lands were deluged not merely
by the flood of infidel, blasphemons, and
wicked publications, but of all other evils and
wickednesses which the mm! of man free
from all influence of God’s holy Word could
conceive, or his hands perpetrato.

Assummg that Pus the 6th was sin-
cere in what he wrote, | know aet, if he had
been asked on l'is death bed in 1800, wna
institution was then most needed, or what,
would be prodiuciive of most good, what truer
answer he cou!d have given than this: A «o
ciety which will pullish the Holy Bible inthe
language of ail countmes, suitable to every
one’s capacity, in such aumber and ot such
prices as may eaable all 1o pessess it. e
might add what * especiallies” he please.
His eyes were closed indeath wihouat having
seen anything effectual underisken 10 realiz:
what may have ‘been his hopes. But four
years after, numely, in 1804, that uoble as-
sociation was formed—the pride and glory
of our land —the British and Foreign Bible
Society ; based upoo the oaly priociple on
which a cemmon union amoug Christians
could be efiected, desirious of -carrying 1o
every man the oracles of truth. We look
around ps to discover and sapply desiitution :
we offer the Bible to the members of the Ro-
man Catholic community as well as 10 others
When our version is objected to, we ask is
your owd supplied 7 What hawe you done
to make it accessible to the poor? While for
the past fifty years you have been obhstructing
our course, by deneuncing eur society—why
do you net improve upon it if you can? Print
and cuculate the apocrypha-—point out ihe
errors ef our translation whese vou thmk they
exist. Let the people bave the means of
comparing the two, and of testing by the only
infallible criterion the truh of he doctrines
you promulgae.

If during the 8D years which have elapsed
since Pius VI issued his memorabie lettar.
the circulation of the Bible, ¢wen in the ver.
sion of Martini or the |k)uay or others accor.
ding with them, had been promoted as i
might have be“n how might the state of many
countries now lying 1n darkeess and ienn-
rance, seme relapsing inte bharbarism. have
differed from what itnow is1 1 am h ppi'y
relieved from employing WMy cwi  words,
while urging this consideration. In a very
number -of the Revue des deux
Mondes,”’ a publication highly esteein+d and
of wide cirgula‘ion, iesuiig “om the Roman
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(Catholic press ot Paris, is a remarkable arti.
cle, from which a quotatiens
properly wmade.

few may he

¢ We shall not discuss the poat whet!
those communities m which the Bible
read produce men who are more mtelligent
as well a¢ more meral than those i which it
' €.a melancholy bat an in-
controvertible fact, that simee 1he sixteenti
century, precisely those nations who lLave
been nurtured ia the Bible, aotwithetandi: g
the variety of sects prevailing among them,
have coviinued to be fundameniall religi
ous ; whilst among those matons where the
Bible has not been wead, all that has heen lost
to Roman Catholicism hus been los( 1o ehris
tinnity, and it has been replaced by atheism,
malerialism, and a brital indifference 16 the
concerns of the soul. Tius was the ecase
even ihe calightencd classes of
Faanee, nad this it i which caused oureoan
try to procecd to such deplorible lenygths a1
the close of the six.centh ceptury,”? * #* #*
“ We wouid wish tha: the various com e
Rions, actuated by a spirit of cheistian e mufue
tion, should inundate France with Bibles, be
ing persuaded that in spite of the variat onsof
tanslaton—which beceme degmatic contra -1
dictions in ihe eyes of theological a. s, bhut
the sublilty of which is not perceived by sim-
ple minds—a sufficient portion of the divine
flame remains in the veoerated beok w0 ele-
vate the understanding of the people, and to |

nourish and purify in thew a feeling of maoral
RESPCNSIBILITY.'

The editor of that excellent periodical, the
Book and its Missions, from which the ex.
tracts are 1uken, remarks thus—

“ ‘I'bis is cerininly a remarkable article as |
issuing from the Roman C.tholic press, and
it has apparrently done more 10 advance the
cause of the Bible than uny defence that
might have been attempted by its (riends. |1
has fixed atiention on the sieps of 'he humble

or

IS

1s not read. W
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scasonably effecied, as you declare, by

ug the sacred wriiings in the language
- Lountry, suitibl. o every one’s eapa-
LRy " Then follow words not giving o
cn;&‘;:m 10 the previous ones, but
~ marking the greater approbation of the writer

.

Bible colporicur, even grealer than ihat be
stowed on the late lmperial pilgrimage to
Brittany.”

The President then alluded to the wide
field opening 1o the Society’s operations ia
China, Japau and Jndia ; and said the collec-
tion 10 be made during the evening was de-
voted to the speeinl Bible Fund for India ;
He would only add that the claims of tha
country w advocated by his very elo-
guent brother Mr. Justice Wiimo', who at
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th:awunlaho Commitice had kindly con-
sented 1o afford them his efficicot aid on this

1%y

the Constitution of Benedict XIV., that im-

and to the vast assembly before him, com-
posed of membeis of all the Protestant

‘churches in the eity and i's vicinity, to tes-

tify to this epoch, the comp'etion of their
forty years labour, whether in *he providence
of God what ha¢ i the coimmmencement becn
apprehended as an obstruction 1o their union
and harmonious co-operation, and by some
counsidered an almost insurmountable obsta.
cle to their progress, was not now almost
universally admitted to be u benefit and
blessing. It wus a great, though cerainly
only an incident:] advantage, that year by
year there should be 1his public assemblage
of those who, though differing in some things
do agree on the fundamental prinaiples of
religion, and look to 1he Bible as the true and
only standard of their fiith, aud as the char-
ier of their everlasiing Salvation. - :
Tue REv. WiLLian Awnves, A. M.; in
moving the adoption of the report and appoint-
ment of the Committee, spoke 10 the follow
ing effect.

Mgz. PrRESIDENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN :

lo proposwg the resolution which | have
now read [ shall not detain the meeting at
any great length—as the most interesting
and important features of 1he report for this
year Lave heen assigned 10 subsequent
speakers, The opening up of China and Ju-

‘pan as well as the final subjugation of ladia
-afier one of the saddest and sorest strugg'es

in which our countrymea were ever engaged
constitute a new and eventful epoch for ihe
Bitle Society and its operations. The in-
ereased encouragement and support afforded
to the Parent Society as well as to this our
auxiliary, iogether with the enlarged circu-
lation of the Word of God aie grounds of
area'est thankfulness and rejoicing in the
present time. If it be true, what many
think, tha:* the enemy is coming in like a
flood, it is also evident that the Spirit of the
Lord 1s lifting up a standard against him.”
To these and oiher interesting features of the
report it 18 unnecessary for e further to
allude. But we regard the assembling of
ourselves together at this time ns presenting
an excellent opportunity for reiterating those
great principles which lie at the foundaiion
and pervade all the operations of the Bible
Society.

It is the utmost happiness 10 reflect that

\ . . . : ) .
the instrument which this Society wields for

the bencfi of mankind is one which 1s per-
fect an’ complete, for it is the work of God ;
and he hath magnified lus word above all his
works. The Word of God is truth, The
Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the
soul. For all the purposes of man’s salva—
tion it is peifeet and complete. It is the
Temple of Divine Truth, of which the Tem-
ple of Solomon, itself the work of God—was
an evidem emblem,—Here in the beginning
stands the Book of (ienesis like a gorgeous
porch facing towurds ihe dark and gloomy
hills of the jast Etervity. Within you have
a lonyg range of books and composinons filling
up as it were the nave of the building—.the
whole Oid Tesiament with all its appropriate
variety of Divine Instruction. Here in this
long and venerable space you find th: Law
and the Ceremonies, together with the re-
cords and histories which like monumental
sculptures with their inscriptions teach you
how to live snd how to die, if you only read
aright.  Here You find the Psalms ~ which
seem recesses all along 1hesides of the Tem-
ple where the sud and the joyfal, the uni-
tent and the hopeful, may find quiet retire-
ment to exercise their goily emotions. Here
also are the Proverbs like a pavement of
beautiful mosaic Jor like pictures hung up
here and there to resresent human life ; and
lastly the Prophets which
screens or vei's disclose
glories bevond,

like opening
when opened the
Then yvou come to the in-
teival between the Old and New Testament
and, without admit'ing any apocryphal farni-
ture, you are ushered at once on the New
dispensation . which like the choir of the
bmld ng thoagh shorier in space 18 the mos
important and iuteresting of all. Here vou
mus! p'ace the four Evangelist and the A}hms
tes— pillars i the winer structure—servants
of the true ~-poimting
n

alta directly to the
fine the Apocalypse,
which like a lof y tower ol uh-c-wuliun-, af-
fords a standing place where beyond the ru
vages ol time and 1he “ruin of the
wicked, you are enabled 1o de scry the coun
try that is afar off, und the glories of 1he fu
ture Eiernity. This Temple of Divine "ruth
Is perfect and compete  They who scek
God and Eternal life shall fin enough 1o
guide them in the Word of God. Another
principle whieh lLes ot the foundation of the
Bible 8 ciety is that every human being ha-
an inrlienable right 10 Tm;«« 83 and read the
Word of Got for himse!f.

mercy seat. T'he

\“.\ ] I]

It has been given
to nankind--God’s Woid sunto a'l—unto a'l
free as the |

ght ot the sun or the air which
we breathe.

* My voice™ says he avenly wis.
dom * is umo 1he sons of ‘M n.?—h S a
pleasing circymstance coneecte | with the f-
forts of this Socic y that ihe inst rument which
it wieldas is of s'ich o nature that it can eas'-
ly and readily be put into the hands of evers
individua! of the hum family inall its eom
pleteness aand eotirety,. When you think of
?hv great variety of the wy .ingé embr.eed
tn the Bible, and their immense importance,
whﬁm you consider the space of time siurvey-
ed 10 118 historich! parts, whea vou refleet on
ite poetical effusions and prophetie delinea
tions—on its fcur histories of the life of 1he
Son of God on enrth—and on the didactic
epistles containing a full exposiion of the
way of s.lvation—ihen you might bo ready
te conclude that 1he whole world would not
contaiz the books that had becn written. But
yet marvellous 10 relate the whole may be
printed m s0 sma'l a compas: that a ehild’s
hand emay grasp i and youy may vike it along
Wl'(ll you wherever yvoo gu—-and at so small a
price that the poorest of the poor may obtiin
a copy. Thus -he Bible addresses the pour
rMm its author, the Living Word,and suys,nnto
youdo1 cowae. 1o you is Iny message preiche-
ed, so plaialy, o sioply that th: way-faring
mun though a 1ool need not err. This adap-
tatson shews ut ouce i's divine origin and 118
universal dostinat on. © That which every
man ought 10 possess and use—he may from
the cheapaess and smallness of the Bible en.
Jo¥, aud through the exeriion of this Society
the time is sot perbups far off when cvery
man io all the woild <hall have it at leasi
within his recch.

Let me now reler 10 one or two of the inei-

occasion. gl

Pposl Wﬁﬁ*.ﬁr.},,ym;‘ admirable

dental advanto gesof this Society.  You have,

The Religious

address alluded 10 the !

.
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lay friends surrounding him on the p'atform, | circumstance that we are here brought to.

gether the represenintives of different de-
nominations ;o a kind of Christian brother-
hood, as members of 1the one fami'y of Chnist
And so truly this Bible Society is the best o
all Evangelica’' Alliances, for it unites us in
a practieal work ubout which we are all at
onc, When the Evangelieal Alhance was
first started about the year 1842 it was scarce-
ly of so practic:| a nature as it has now be-
come. Forseveiul years the representatives
of different communions uscd to meet at stat-
ed times for notaing else than to make pro-
fes<ion of their Christian charity and desire
to forget those differences about non-essential
matiers which it seems that {ime is long 1n
heal ng.
mers that he became dissatisfied with these

And it is said of the great Dr Chal- |

meetings, and_regarded such professions as |
empty and useless, because they led to no|

practical result. Things have altered con-
siderably in respect of the Evangelical Allx
ance. But here we have a great practical
object—the diffusion of the Bible over the
whole earth—which is the simple design of
the Bible Society—v e have this secured ; and
along with it an Evangelical Alliance without
the name—the reality withoat the shew and
parade ; for whatever our differences we all
mert here with one heart and soul, as we
riully around the standard of God’s Word.

The Romish Chureh boas:s of a unity which |

she does not really possess. : he gains un
the ignorant by this plausible argument. But
here we possess a rnanimity which admits
of outward and non-sssential differences, bu:
#1 the same t'me is t ne and lasting ; sincer-
and fervent ; simple and secure. The Word
of God shall endure fo- «ver. Che differen-
e in denominations arc only temporary. If
| came to the last we should all say perish
these differences—but let the simple word
abide, and let us be taught thereby ourselvcs,
and give it freely t) others. \
Again, without referring to this Society.
being the best bulwark of liberty and the most
putent pioneer of civilization whichit 1s inci.
dentally let me observe in a word that it seems
also the most excelient Protestant Alliance.
It is comsidered by severa) necessary in jus-
lice 10 truth, and as a more effective anmgo-
nist 10 popery, that we should have Prots:

of the papacy with malignant scorn arged
the nrgument that their church a'l the world
over is onc—whereas our clureh is divided
and subd vided by mnume.0 s factions and
sects. But afier all this boisting there exisis
' mote real vital spiriiual. union among pro-
testants, than among the votaries of popery.
Although the chureh of Christ may not pre-
sent objectively, uniformity of governmen,
and uniformity of seniiment, all its depart-
ments are connected by a divine and indissolu-
ble though secret principle of union. All who
are the subjects «f regenerating and sancti.
fying grace ure united .by faith to Christ and
are united to each other in him,

All the varied sections of the Church of
Christ are essential wheels in that vast moral
machinery which has been c« nstructed by the
great lead, and which is inhabited and uc-
tuated by His Spirt.  And although at times
the movements of these wheels may appear
adverse and complicated, under the guidance
and cotrol of his infin'te wisdom and Almighty
power, are harmoniously contributing to one
stupendous rednlt, the salvation of men.

But in the British and Foreign Bible So-
ciety this great principle of union is not
only recogized but gloriously and pracrical'y
exhibited ; here we have a delightiul ap-
proximation tothat living, open, positive vne-
ness,the realizati nof which formed the long-
ing of the Redeemer’s heart and constituted
the burden of his prophetic memorable pray.
cr ** That they all may be vne,” &e.

All the sections of the church are streams
of influence which derive their supplies
from the same source, and they impart life
and happiness in those varied regions through
which they flow, but all these tributaries con-
verge in the Bible Societv; here appears to
be the graad confluence of these Lealing wa
tgrs, where they form in o a broad majestic
river, which moves onward with more than
Nile-like grandeur 10 ireigate:and fertilize a
parched and barren world.

‘And, Sir, | recognize it as one of the dis-
tinguishing excellencies &f this [ns'itution
which must commend it 1o thé admiration and
sustenance of every 1rue-hearted Protestant ;
that it rears n broad and comprehensive plat-
form upon wkich we meet, whatever may be

our ecclesiastical dis'inctions, and merging

ant Allilances—under whose auspices \ectures a'l that is poculiar, arrav ourselves in con-
may be delivered and other means adopted | densed and powerful phalanx ag+inst the
to refute and counteract the errors of I ome. | common foe of bumanity ; and as disciples
But it i: becoming more and more certain ; of Him who came into the world to save

that Popery must be superceded as well as
refuted. It has heen refuted a thousand times
and completely overthrown in argument. |
may be s'ill our duty to contend earnesly
for the faith once delivered to the saints. Bu:
after all Popery still advances—and in spite
of the ablest exposures that can be made of
its abominations it may still further advance.
IT we can supercede the system—if we can
occupy the grouad—if we can rescue the
field from them, we accomplish the grand
object of the Protestant Alliance. But how
may this be best accomplished ? The simpl-
means adopted by the Bible Scciety. Pu
Ihe Word of God in the hards of all. ~ Let in
the higit upon the darkness. By the truth,
of God, simple, plain, unadorned, and unex-
plained, let every man judge for himself—
and then when all over the worid the Word
of God is spread, Popery must come to its
final effort, and the great battle will have to
be fought,—and may God grant that through
the efforts of this Soc iety, such may be the
extent to whieh the Word of (3od has been
circolated tha' whin the enemy shall come
n like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall
[ift up his standard against him.

REv. M. AvusriGHTON spoke as follows:

Mr. PrEsroEnT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:
In rising at your bidding, Sir, to second the

resolution which has been so ably and ap- |

propriately moved oy the preceding speaker,
permit me to say that although lapply my:e'f
‘0 the task imposed upon me with a couscions-
ness of my incompetency to do any thing
like justice to the sublime and momentous
subject which now engrosses our attention,
l esimaie it as a privilege sv-ordinate in
magnitude to noge, to be permined to be in
any way identified with ar. institution like
the British and foreign Bible Society, which
proposes to distribute ‘among mankind the
word of lif¢ on o scale so vast and magnifi-
cent, much more to be counted worthy of
appearngasone of the representatives and ad.
vocates of this nuxiliary at this its annual ccle.
branon. For |l ¢ .nsider, sir,whea we exert our.
selves in promoting the design of an «sso-
ciation like this we are occupied ina work
winch mconceiveably trancends every other
i whieh mortals can engage. This cause
is emphatically the causeo!f God, and there-
fore in tuking part 10 it we become ennob e
by an intima'e sssociation with all .that is
grand and benevolent in the redeeming and
providential purposes of Jehovah, we are
distinguished with the honour of being co-
workers together with God in the entire sub-
version of the dark and desolate empire of
Satan, and in the erection of a kingdom of
light, liberty, and love, whose circumference
shall embrace 1the world, and whose dura-
tion shull comprehend eternity.

And, sir, at anniversarv gatherings like
the present, us we survey the glorious scheme
projecied by this noble institution, a schme
which inv lves n)thing less than the subju-
gation of a world 10 Christ ; whilst for our
encouragement in this enterprise it is ne-
cessary fcr us 1o be reminded that we zre
not depeudent upon finite resources, and to
have portraved 10 our minds those brilliant
successes which hive crowned past efforts,
it is nlso important to stimulate our zeal ang
ac ivity that we have impressed upon our
hearts the great and fundamental principles
upon which the framework of this Institution
is erected, which underlie and pervade all its
operations, and which invest it with an un-
paralleled claim upon our admiration, our
pationage, and support

And one of 'hese fundamental principles
which 10 my judgment possesses peculiar
prominence and excellence is that element
of pure expansive and elevated catholicity by
which it, s distinguished. This lnstituti-
on appreciating the force and pertinency
of the familur aphorism * that unity is
sttengih,” stands forth untrammelled by de
nominational distinctions, extends the invita-
tion to the varied sections of the visible
chureh of Christ to uni‘e in one mightv con
fedcration, 10 counteract and destroy the sad
consequences of aposiwcy, and 10 dissemmi-
nate among the nations of the earth the pure
and upadulterated word of God,

How frequently, Sir, have the advocates

men, baptized by His Spirit, and inspired by
His zeal with united fi ith and effort, distribute
among the sin-sick millions of our species the
leaves of that iree which has been reared for
the healing of the nations.

Another of these great and essential prin-
ciples which coons:itnte the glory of this So-
ciety is its unqualified recognition of the vol-
ume of inspiration us the exclusive and in

practice,

It views the Bible and that system of reli-
gion which it embodies and developes, as
that slone which possess universal adaptation
to the mental and moral exigencies of man-
kind ; and proclaim and wields it as that
ageucy which alone can be efficient in effect-
ing the regeneration and salvation of the
world.

I know that sceptical philanthrophists
affccted by the deep and aggravated mise-
ries of mankind have endeavoured to in-
vent some other ameliora'ive remedy, and
have proposed other agencies as adapied 1o
effect their elevation and happiness.

Education, civilization, science and philo.
sophy, haveall been recommended and tried,
And we do not dispise these as auxiliariesjfto
the Bible, but afier having impoverished all
their epergies they have proved themselves
‘ncommpetent to remove the most trivial and
incidental evils of humanity, much less 10
destroy the depravity of man’s nature, and
to restore him to the image of his God.

The Bible, the Bible alone, impregnzted
and applied by the Spirit, is Heaven’s grea
catholican for human misery, Heaven’s only
panacea for human sorrow, it is a sovereign
balm for every woand, a cordial for every
fear. Universality of i«duptationis enshrined in
the religion of the Bible, and it can be predie
cated of o other system in the world. Fxa
mine if you like all the systems of ancient
and modern religion, anil philosophy, which
have by their influence professed 10 make
man wise and buppy, and you will find that
they are all tinged wi h one spitit of the age
and nation in which thev or ginated,and at best
are capable of enly a limited application,
| Carry them over n lew lines of latitude and
longitude, and they are exotics in an unge.
nial soil, perpetuate th 1r existence for a cen-
tury and they become worn out, no system
of paganism, no form of false 1eligion has
within it the elcment of universal adaptation
to man. You could not instil into the Turk
the teachings of confucius, nor could you in-
grapt upon the Chinamun the unposture of
Mohomet.

But the religion of the Bible is designed for
the world, und it is just suited to the exigen-
ces of the world. It possesses a universality
of purpose, and a universality of character 10
car'y out that purpose. [t is a cosmopolite
ut home in every land, indigenous te every
soil. 1t can reach men just where they are,
and whatover may be their individual, soeial
or national disparities it can emauciyate them
from their spiritual degradation and make
them fricnds of God, and heirs of heaven. —
The Bible is Go1’s Bo. k for the world, and is
divively adapted 1o every phase of human
character, nod 10 every grade of human iutel-
lect.

In revelation as in natare there exist# beau-
tiful combina‘ion of sublimity and simplicity
The sume volume which fu: nishies the richest
iustruction o the suge, can be uadersood
and enjoyed with as fine a relish by the hus-
baadman who follows :he plough.  The me.
chapic 10 the workshop. ‘The chlid in the
Subbath School,  Whilst it bends in conde-
scension 1o the humblest it instrucis minds
of vast eompiss and pofoundest thought.
Whilst no elevation of mind can rise above
the sublimity of its traths.  The humblest
cottager who can aeurcely grasp the elemen-
tals of humap knowledge mry by saviegly
instructed by 3 s

Wherever~ man's heart, man's natare are
to be found, in wiitever gireumstances or
region the Bible i divincly adap'ed to ele
vale and purify and save him.

Thes: are not hold und unfounded psser-
Hoos, mere cothusiistic  atteranc:s, We

have in the hi'»(-»ry of the: VDI“ abun-
dant evideace of their veracity. '

fallible stan'ard of religious doctrine and-

i

Y

., There is po chauge iv popery,
Aem is the sams iotrinsically, inherently, un-

ln that exce'ient and compreiensive Ry
port to which we have listened, we have o %
forded proof most resistless of the adapted?
ness of the Bib'e to the wants of men and il
power to ameliorate and remove those wan
The hstory of that navion with which wS§
stand idenufied, is replete with demonstration
most accumulative and convincing of i
adap ation ~nd p nency. *

What is the graud secret of Enzxland’s glor
and stability ; what is 1t invests her wif
un eclipsing  superiority over surroundiy
natio1s. What is it which distinguishes he:
from vaeilluting and despotic I'rance, froy
town-trodden and papal ltaly and Spain, Is
to be found in the sagacity and enterprize
her legislators ? is it to be traced to the rapg
progress of commerce and civilization ? ng
Sir. It is the possession of an open Ribl¢
lay:ng at the foundation «fall her institutions}
instilling its sacred truths into the minds of
all grades of her population which consitute;
England what she is. |

“ First flower of the earth and gem of the sea.

And it would b- a dark day for England i
the Bible were proscribed; let that blessed]
Bouk be removed, or depreciated, and in prof
portion as 1's light and influence were with.
drawn England’s splendour would be tarnish
ed, England’s might would be paralyzed, and
she would gradually retrace her steps baci®
again to barbarism and degradation.

But with the Bible as the substratum of hed
greatness. the basis of her jurispradence, the’
foundation of her throne ; with the Bible it
English hearts and hands, and in Engiish’
homes, she has nothing to fear. She ma
proudly bid defiance to the menacings of he
foes. She will retain her peerless majesivy
among the natiwns of the eaith, She will
contitue 1o be the abode of fieedom and hap¥
piness, the asylum of the oppressed, the grands
centre from which will radiate heavenly lighd
and energy to illumione, to exalt, to evangey
lize the world.

And, Sir, the Bible Society viewing humar¥
nature. whatever may be its exterior dispari$
ties —whalever may be the adventitious cirid
cumstances in which it may be found in i1d#
cardinal elements axs indentic,and recognizing
the Bible in its unlimited adaptation, it prog
ceeds on the greal principle that wkat it has
done for one man it can do for another; what
it has done for one nation it can do for an
other; what it hes effecied for glorious old
Eugland i* can if disemminated and applied;
accomplisa for the world. J

Before | resume my seat, Sir, there is an-
other and what I esieem the consummating
principle of this great [ustitution to which |
wou'd advert. And that is, it acknowledges
the Bible with all its privileges and blessings §
as ihe divinely appointed heritage of mankind
without distinction, and seeks by the employ- %
ment of every legiiimate eans 10 introduee
them to the possession of that rich and say.#
ing inheritance which God has graciously al 3
lotted to them. It unequivocally asserts the
indubitable right which every man has &
possess and investigate the Bible without res
triction, and it resolves 10 secure and perpey
tuate to every man this glorious and inalien.
able privilege. And every intelligent, an
refleciive mind must ineviiably recognize the |
manifest and beautiful harmony which sub-J
sists between the achievement of this and the
mighty career of God’s providence: p

It is truly delightful 1o climb the mount o
contemplation, and as the world passes be
fore cur vision as a splendid panorama, 1o}
see how the hand of God is seizing hold of
the mysterious and complicated convulsionsy
of earthand so controlling and directing them§
as to make them insirumental in overturning)
formidable impediments to the spread of tiuth,
and in rendering the world accessible to thel
operations of ihis Society in 8 mauner alto-
gether upanticipated and unprecedented. ;

Whilst we deprecate war, and mourn over 3
its concomitant and incidental evils, we can-§§
not but feel that those wars which during the§
past few years have upheaved the nations, §
have under the specialiny of divine providence
piepared the world for the more extended
operations of this Association, and preparei
man for the reception of his heritage thej
Bible. The war witn Russia was the means|
of opening Turkey the st ronghold of Moha§
medunisin to the Bible; there its sacred truthsh
are studied by all-classes from the Sultang!
downward. The war and® subsequent treaty

with China has upened that vast clop re withss

its teeming popu'‘ation Lo evangelic enterprize §

to an extent and at a time which has astound-8
ed all christendom. East and West and®
No:th and Svuth the nations of the earth are 1
prepared to greet with joyous welcome the!
colporteurs of this Society, and receive from
them the word of salvation. ’

AndSir, it is a thrilling and appaliing fact 3
that those nations which now eclose their :
portals agninst the Bible and prohibit its free
cireulation among heir population, du not §
bear the name of Pugnn, but unworihily as-|
sune ‘he designation of Cliristian. 2 4

It is only wheie Popery has the ascenden-|
cy, where her dark and despotic domination is
acknowledged that the Bible is prose, ibed and
its distributors and readers persecuted and
imprisoned  The advocates of ‘that sysiem!
of intolerance und superstition, sensible that
i's power must wane in proportion as the !
glorions truths of the Bible are disseminated, |
array themselves with determined maiignlty 8
agaiost it, and are only intimidated by s'1pe.§

rior force, feom re-enacting scenes fike those N
which were perpetrated in the days of Huss

and Tynd&le, und \V.iCkhﬂ‘e’ and Lu(imer "!

and Luther. -

We are very b'and'y 1wld by some that
Romonism is not now what it once was,
that it took its complexion trom the fimes of
darkness, und that those prineiples against |
which Protestants loudly exclaim, were only |
held o the days of ignorance and barbarism,
and have long since fled before the advance
of civiization. But whatever may be the
pr. tensions of Rome, 15 long as ehe elings to |
the dogma of infolbibility, (and (o, relis quish
which she knows would be swicidal,) she
cannot have materially changed.

The sys-

ultewubly the same. It may assume various
aspeess 10 cany diff rent purposes, “but this |
18 & part of popery” thero is 1He variable

a‘ance of 1he ebameleon, and the invn-
riable venom of the serpent. We may, if
.wp p'(juﬂl" ﬁ'nwrnize and m"kﬂ 'lo'lce :.V"h

prapery, i ecive it in‘o vur confiderse ¥, intro-
duce 1t o our.ﬁumhcs, and tamper with its
dogm s, Butsir we may le certain, certain

%
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