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The Apostate.
AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE.
t writer was well acquainted with R——
, late of Maryland, whose brief history is
iven. At the age of about twenty he be-

osscas 80 anxious for his soul, and convinced that the

_oie.y.n;  he had hitherto pursued, if porsisted In,

’;""r” lead to endless misery. With this con-
o, for

i X B, he resolved to seek the Lord while he

i be found, and it was not long before he™
lll;cl::'“‘v’&; Bght he had obtained an interest in him, and

Jngredienialy the church. For some time his hife was
e MEent'y consistent with his profession. At
which oth he formed an acquuintance with a gay
| additio Saad

i to .‘,.l“.,, lady, of personal attrastions, but an en-
“sttended MBranger to religion; and although she was

Candy haviiPeased with his religious profession, yet his
"the Un} and personal appearance were such, that
;:'.‘.‘:'" sigionsented to marriage ; thinking that in due
he City he would be able to cure him of his reli-

frenzy.

b soon commenced the attempt. At first
ged that, if they wished to be thought well

& CO., |
3 V}'m. st '

ttle River@l their friends, they ought not to refuse to
lat_his So em at pl f di i

's Evil f places of diversion and amusement;
liul:;u.l e must know how persons of his inclina-
'll: dicines BB ere despised by people of respectability ;
nonth thefiihat he had so much reading and praying in

use, the neighbors laughed at him. In fine,
ie, 1 married you to be happy; but I nt-
lespair of happiness, unless you give up
eligion and be like other people.”

red regard
on applies
ay he simi.
Medicines s

,C"'C':"n 1y 8 1014 her'that. happiness was what he want-
"y'é thatflBt he hac never found it in the way she
;e:;‘“l“ : ed ; that the happiness which sprung from
' 3“"‘ 'k.'. stoms and pleasures of this world was not
i7n m‘;‘;d:é n.uul ; thnug.h for the present it might be
Medicines in the end it would be bitter as death.

t‘;{;o m ing found these efforts unavailing to ob-

nes on the

jer purpose, she refused to attend fanily
on. He wept, grieved, and in secret oflen
| for her, She continued to employ every
gem which her wicked imagination eould
At length, wearied by her constant op-
bn and persecution, he resolved he would
get te heaven alone, as she would not go
im ; and determined to attend io his private
ons, and omit those of the family. Hws
lowever, pursued him to his closet ; and
. in-driving him to the relinquishment
gy religious dauty, And now that he for-
tod, God forsook him ; the native corrup-
f a wicked heart began to stir within him,
ged, 1ill they broke out in greater excesses
pe nad ever been guilty of before.
pe time after this he heard a sermon, In
his gins were brought fully to his remem
He then renewedly promised to serve
prd; let him meet with ever so much oppo-
But the obstacles were greater than he
jed. He found himself in the hands of the
¥ with less ability to resist temptation than
8 before. He was like a man who, bound
asleep, struggles, but cannot free hrimself ;
under his bondage and strives for liberty,
vain.  Ag this juncture his wife redoubled
vrts, and gained hex point a second time.
itinued sinning with little remorse, till,
lost all desire for the means of grace, and
y forsaking the company of the people of
'e gave himself up to the customs and
s of the world, and even (o open vice ; when

th he was laid on a bed of affliction, and
was despaired of,

his fears were alarmed i bis sing appeared
dfu.l colors before him ; and such was the
{ hil* guilt, that he dared not look to God
rcy. “ Howean L said he, expect that
1| pl}rd«)n me, when I have run contrary to
l, grieved his Spirit, sinned away all the
I once enjoyed, and have gone farther
'Y apostasy, than I ever did before | nam-
name ?  Oh, that I had my time to Jive
Fdin.  Oh, that I had never been born.”
sorder increased, and his fears were
tup to terror, “ If,” gaid he, “ God woula
: u.nothor trial, I weuld amend my ways,
will not hear me, perhaps he will hear the
of his people on my behalf. Oh, send
" that they may pray for me ; for how
b;:i ::::::{o tl:”"onger of sin in this my
*hrisiian friends visited him ; God ap-
t? ahswer their prayers, and, contrary to
ton, he recovered, But a8 his boduly
inereaeed, his convietions subsided ; and
me he way fully restored to health, he

e danger, and actually returned to all
¢ iges,
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Some years after his recovery I fell in com-
pany with him, and we entered into close conver-
sation on the state of his soul. T asked him what
he thought would be his destiny, if he died in
his present state.

“Why,” said he, *“as*rure as God iz in hea-
ven, | should be damned.”
“ Well,” said I, “ do you mean to die in this
state P Do you never think of changing your
course of life?”
“My friend,” said he, “I have no desire to
serve God ; I have no desire for anything that is
good : to tell you the truth, I as much believe
that my damnation is sealed, as that I am now
conversing with you. I remember the very time
whea the Spirit of God d»parted from me; and
what may surprise you more than all, I am 'no
more troubled about it than if there was no God
to punish sin, and no hell to punish sinners in.”
I was struck speechless at his narration: itis
not in my power to deseribe my feelings. The
bold indifference which marked his features, and
the hardness of heart displayed by him, were
truly shocking. After [ parted with hhm my me-
ditations were engaged upon the awful subject.
“ Lord,” thought I, *“ with whom have I been
conversing? An immortal spirit clothed with
flesh and bloed, who appears to be sealed over to
eternal damnation. A man who once had a day
of grace aund the offer of mercy, bu now ap-|
pears to be lost, for ever lost. To him the door
of heaven is shut, never more to be opened. He
once had it in his power to accept salvation, and
because he cid not improve his time and talents,
God has judicially jtaked them all away and
given him over to blindness «f mind. He
neither moved by mercy nor terr fied by jadg-
ment.”
About two yenrs after this he was laid upon
the bed of death. His cons:ience rosred like
thunder against him, and his every scuse ap-
peared to be awake to torment Fim. His sick-
ness was short, and his end was awful. His
Christian friends visited him, and desired to
administer comfort,
They to!d him that perhaps he was mistalten—
it was not so bad with him as he imagined.

“ Ab.” said he, “would to God I was mis-
taken ; happy would it be for me. But can I be

is

but he was comforitess, |

renounced the absolution of the [priests, [the
mediation of saints, looking to purgatory for
sanclification, after death,—-who were now
looking to the Lord Jesus for the salvation of
their souls, and were added to the Protestant
church, through the operations of the Society.

In many parts of the country the hlessing of

God had crowned their work, Through wany
an Irish speaking congregation they could show
symptoms of a great change. The people were
inquiring, and the result of their inquiries was not
adherence to Rome.
In Durdslk, a gewtlemen wortha thousand a
year, had abandoned Romanism,and was now
a member of the Protestant church. In Dublin,
their missionary work, in spite of persecution,
was very encouraging. In the schools, their
classes had increased in an extraordinary de-
gree. An English clergyman, who was visiting
the schools, asked some questions, which proved
what was going on in a remarkable manner. The
society never asked the children to go to church,
They never arked them to abandon their faith ;
but they simply put God’s Word into their bands
in the full confidence of what would be the
result.

Among forty-two children he wished to know
the real state of the matter among them, and
put the question ; how many had left the mass
fur the church? 7%ty held up their hands,
He than asked the other twelve, how many hd
quit the mass, but had nof gone to church * And
eight of the twelve held up their hands ;:and on
further examination, he found one did not % -
lieve in purgatorty and another did not believe
absolution, leaving only two who had not who!ly
or in part ienounced Romanism !

A few years ago Connamara was & gre.t
moral waste. The priests had everything in
their own hands. Their chapels were crowded ;
there were nene to stand up against them., Now
several congregations Ingd been gathered from
Rome and added to the church. In the paiish
Chifton, there were at present seventeen msseion -
ary stations, where the gorpel of Christ wus
‘aithfully preached. In that parish, » few y. ars
azo, the Protestant congrega.i n cousisted only
of s1x persons ; now there were more than 300,
nearly all of them converts from Romanism. In

mistaken about my rickness P is it imagination
which confines e here ? are my pains imnagi-
nary ?
certain of my damnation as of my pains,”

Some persons offered to pray with him. But
he forbade it ; and charged then not to attempt
i, “For, ” said he, “that moment that you
attewpt to lift up your hearts 1o God on my be
half, I feel ti.e flrmes of hel! kindle inmy soul ;
you might as well pray for Satan as for me ; you
would have as much success. Do von think to

aestige of a Protestant church.

No, no, they are a real ty ;and [ om as | service, excep' occasionally in a gentleman's

his district, some time ago, there wis not a
There was no

There was no echoolhouse,
had two churches a..d six schools.

In Toman, when the Rev. Charles Seymorr
was appointed curate, Archbishop M-Hale and
a host of friends had it all their own way., The

hcuse,

Now thry

| few Protestants that remained, were diminishing

rapidly, The Protestant bishop of Tumin dc-
clared it would be most indiscreet to aitack the

force God ? do you think to foree the gates of
heaver, which are barred by justice aguiist me?
Never. Your prayers shall return upon your
own head ; | want none of then.”

The distress of his mind seeincd to make hin
foget the pains of his body, and he continued in
nearly the same situailon till the day of his
death. All that Christians or Christian min-
isters could say to hun, made no impression, He
never asked one to pi y or pray lor him,

Just before his departure, after he had been
rolling from side to side for some 1ime, with
horror dépicted 1n every teature, he called to his
wife to bring him a cup of cold water ; “for,” said
he, “ in one hour I shall be 'where [ shall never
get another drop.” She brought him the water,
he drank it with greediness, and reached back
the cup with a trembling hand ; and staring her
in the face, his syes flashing with terior, he
cried out, *“ Rebecca, Rebecca, you are the cause
of my eternal damnation.,” He turned over and
with an awful groan left the world, to enter
upon the untned realities of a dread eternity,

Beloved reader, meditate an this narrative. Be
not conformed to this world, Yield not to the
temptations of the adversary of souls. Fear
much, lest a promise being left you of entering
intu the rest of the people of God, you come
short ; and, a hardened, impenitent sinner, or a
self-ruined backslider, finally inherit the portion
of the hypoerite and unbeliever, * where their
worm dieth not,and the fire is not quenched,”
and where ‘“ the backslider shall be filled with
his own ways.”—dm, Tvact.

Correspondence of the New ¥York Odserver,

Romangists Converted in Crowds.

At a tneeting lately held in Cork, on behalf of
the Irish Church Sission to Roman Catholies, it
was stated, that within the last few years, above
100,000 coptes of the Catholic Seriptures had
been put in cirenlation by the Roman priesthood
to satisfy the demands of the people, and prevent
their disseination by means of the wmission-
arics. That 960 copies of the same version
were publicly sold in the streets of Watertord,
by the agents of the Society, under the super-
intendence of the Protestant Bishop. Thus
Protestants and Catholies of all grades, were
engaged in the dissemination of God’s Word.
4nd though this was done from very different
motives, still the Word is thereby made 1o have
o wide circulation,—~-and therein, with the
‘_‘P"‘“'o “we do rejoice, yea,and we will re-
joree,” Tb“_t facts, said the speaker, should
have some weight, and in proof of this they could
adduce the testimony of many who had abandon-
ed the Church of Rome, * .

He could take them to torty-seven congrega-

tions ! ! which had, within the lust nine years,

| Church of Rom+2 under such fearful odds.

But
| he replied : “ If God be for us, who can be against
us 77 He was in the habit of preaching contro-
versial sermons in the absence of the bishop. A
Protestant gentleman defied him to attempt
|such a thing in his presence, for if he did, it
would be his last sermon n that diocese, He
made up his mind to preach an ont-and-out con-
troversial sermion before the bshop ; and came
down from the pulpit expecting that it would bhe
Bat un leaving the church, the
bishop said he had listened to it with great in-

his last there,

terest, and could have strengthened his argua-
ments by what he had himselt observed at
Tuman, And from that time his lordship be-
came his supporter. Thus enceuraged, he went
to work in God’s name, and for three years was
subjected to the greatest persecution ; followed
by hundreds, peited with mud, and squirted with
water. His wife—indeed, no female,—could
accompany him through the streets of Tuman,
because of the coarse language to which he wys
subjected. He bore it all without returning a
harsh word, At length it rese to such a pitch,
that two police nen had to accompany him every-
where in his paroehial labors, His life became
a burden to him; still he worked on, and
now he would, thank God, walk through the
streets of Tuman without the protection of the
police ; he believed there was not a man in that
city would rise w hand to hurt him. He dis-
tributed 3 or 400 tracts and hand-bills among the
people weekly, and never lost an oportunity of
testifying to the goepel of our BSaviour, Jesus
Christ. He has sold in a short time, 1,094 copies
of the Protestant Seriptures to Roman Catholics.
On the last Corpue Christi day,*he had tsken
the bold step to protest publicly, against this
idolatrous practice. The chapel was crowded to
witness the ceremony. He stood on the opposite
side of the streect ; the priests wavered ; a mes-
sage was sent to inform him there would be no
procession as long as he was there. He kept
his ground, and after sdme time the procession
came out ; e met 1it,and 1n the hearing of the
assembled multitude, protested against the sup-
erstitious and idelatrous proceedings, in the
namne of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; de-
claring that what they carmed in their hands
wus not the Lord Jesue Christ, and that it was
idolatry to bow down to it. There was nohand,
no voice raised against him. He went into the
bishop's palace, stopped about an hour, and when
he came out, to his surprise, a long line of Catio-
lie gentlemen stood waiting, and expressed their
foelings by bowing must respectfully as he pas-
sed. Next day he posted & number of handbills
through the town, putting the question : “ Was
the Rev, Charles Seymour justified in protesting
against the ceremony of Corpus Christi?” This

Jesus Christ-PETER.

- - - - prm——

‘SEOTIA.
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\ !
wrs answered by a faithful declaration of Gospel
truth, in opposition to the idolatrous nature of
of the procession ;and for the result, he could
say thal the Protestan population of that distret
has increased 160 in the course of the past year.

Selling All.

A circumstance was recently related asfollows
i one of the New York daily prayer meetings,
which 1llustrates the words of the Saviour.
“ How hardly shall they that have riches enter
into the kingdom of God.’,

“ A few days ago,’, the speaker said, “ he
received an anomymous letter written in a very
beautiful hand, and in langnage that indicated
that the writer was a man of education and re-
finement, wishing him ts call at a certain number
in a fashionable street, on business of great im-
portance, at a given hour. The business was
stated to be of such a nature thati* could not be
confided to paper.

He went as requested. He found a gentleman
a perfect stranger, in an rlegant residence, sur-
rounded by every luxury, and living apparently
at Lis ease, and all the business which he vouch-

safed to talk upon, was the education of a daugh-
ter.

He said he left the residence with a disappoint-
ed, heavy heart—perfectly satisfied that the
gentleran had not disclosed to him the true
reason for which he had summoned him to his
house. He was sure there was a subject of far
deeper moment that lay like a leaden weight upon
his hrart, of which he had not spoken.

A few days passed, and on returning from a
walk one evening, he was imformed that a gen-
tleman had called during his absence, who refus-
ed to give his name, or residence, and who after
itting an hour, waiting for him, had gone, He
could not divine who it was, but did not once
imagine it was his newly formed Fifth Avenue
acquamntance. So it proved, however by the
subscquent call of the same gentleman. He
revealed to him the fuct that he did not disclose
to him the real reason why he desired 1o
see him, [t was to talk with him, on the sub-
jeet of religion. He confessed to great and
sometimes agonizing anxiety, ab: ut the immortal
interest of his soul.

The speaker said he inquired of him, if he
ever attended church,

*No !” said he “ 1 never go to church. I am
dragged off to the opera—to the theatre—to
places of amusement, but I never go 1o chureh.
It would not do for me to go to church, [ o¢
cupy such a social position, that I cannot go to
church.”

“ Have you ever been to the Fulton street
prayer meeting !” said the gentleman on whom
he had called.

“Oh no, I wonld not go there for the world !

[ have wanted to go, butl dare not— cannot, 1
persuaded my brother to drop in there once, and
just see what sort of a place it was. He told
me when he came away about the exercises.
He told me about the prayers. He said, that
when they came to pray for the impenitent pre-
sent, it eeemed to him as if he must get right
up, and ask the meeting to pray for him.
Oh ' I would not go there for the world. It would
not do, | never shonld hear the last of it,”

“ Have yuun ever couversed with any one on
the subject of religion P”

“ No-—never, till now, and [ would not have it
known that I am here conversing with you,
‘There is my neighbor Mr, yliving in the
same avenue near me, XHe is a pious man. |
have walked, for hours, 1n the evening, in front
of his house, up and down the sidewalk, trying
to get courage to ring the bell, and go in, and
tell him just how wretched I am, and ask him
what I should do. But I could not.”

“ May I ask the Fulton street prayer mecting
to pray for you ?”

“ No, No,” he answered with great emphasis
“not by any weans. It would soon be known,
and 1 would not have it known for the world.”

| gave him the best answer | could, said the
speaker, But I am afraid he will be lost.
is too proud to have it known toat he is anxi-
ous sbout his soul., He is afraid that it will
compromise his position. And his position is
the idol which he worships, and before which he
bows down as a base drudge in slavish bondage.
' I do not knuw, continued the intelligent speaker,
¢ where that man will go, but I am really afraid
he will be lost.”

“ And now, he said, though I am nct author-
ized Lo usk your prayers for this man, yet I shall
do it, on my own aceount. Tam informed that
he has fallen into the hands of an infidel, who
by some means has found out his state' of mind
and I aw feariul he will be destroyed.”

The writer suggested, after the close of the
meeting, in an interview with tins speaker, that
he exert himself to induce this awakened friend
to attend thg Academy of Music on every Bab-
bath evening, as a place peculiarly adopted to
meet his case  Perhaps it will be found that he
has been there,—and there received his religious
impressions.

The ease of this man was speciallv remembe red
in prayer, and we earnesily hope that the Lord,
who can clear the darkest skies, will shine into
that peor rich man’s heart, and give him joy and
peace in believing in Jesus,

The leader rose and said that he duubted not
the Spint of God was at work, all over this city

upon the hearts and consciences of men. Pray
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city, that God will bless. How many houses of
worship wiil be open to morrow (Sabbath), said
he. How many impenitent sinners will hear the
Gospel preached ? Pray that it may be made
effectual to the salvation of every impenitent
soul that hears it. '

Every Saturday the services of the succeeding
Sabbath are mede the subject of earnest prayer.

I Won’t Work on Sabbath,

I. T need to rest. 1 work hard from Monday
morning till Saturday night, and Sabbath is
olmost theenly rest I get. A man must rest
sometimes, or he will kill himself. Even fa
steam-engine, mmade of brass and iron, must have
time to cool and clean, and tighten screws. An
omnibus horse that will last five years, if not al-
lowed his Sabbath rest, will die in three years’
constant work, FEvery vear of Sabbath work
shortensa man’s life seven. Why should I sell
my hife for any man’s money ? Twon't work on
the Sabbath.
2, 1 have a soul to save. I must die some
day. And alter death, I must give an account
to the God who gave me life, for the use I made
of it. Itstands to reason that I ought to try to
learn what he wants me to do and that I ought
to try to do it, But, how cana poor fellow that
is offto work at six, and hard at it all day,
learn any thing about religion unless he learns |
on Sabbath 7 And ifa man keeps himself ig-
norant of his duty, his ignorance won’t save his
soul. It won’t do to say when the train arrives
“I didn’t know tke ume, and am not ready.” It
is my business to know. God gives me the Sab-
bath that I may have time to learn. If I lose
my Sabbath [ lose my soul. I won’t aork on
the Sabbath.
3. I have a mind to cultivate. Almighty God
did not make me only to eat and drnnk, and
work, and die. A horse can do all that. Nor
is making money the chief end of man. Of what
use it P It is not the money, but the mind, that
mskes the man ; and it is the Sabbath that gives
the time to improve it. French Emperors, Aus-
trian despots, and Carolina slave-owners, know
this; and to prevent men from thinking, they bribe
or cheat their slaves out of thej Sabbath. But,
I am reither a Carolina negro, nér a French |
peasant, Il am an American citizen, If I do
work hard for a living, I am just as good a
man, and as well entitled to all the rights God
gave me, as any rich merchant or railroad di-
rector in the land. 1 calculate you have not
got money enough in all your railroad com-
panics between this and Bunker's Hill to buy
me for your slave ; and I wen't work on Sabbath.
4, The working-men of America had better
look after their rights, or they will soon lose them. |
"Fhe price of hberty is eternal vigilince, 'l‘he\
law of God gives the working-men the right to |
rest on Sabbath, His law is, “ Remember the
Sabbatn day to keep il holy. Siz days shall thou
labor and do all thy work. Dut the seventh is the
Sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shall do
no manner of work ; thou, or thy son, nor thy
daughter, nor thy man servani, nor thy maid
servant, nor thy cattle, or the stranger that is |
within thy gates.,” The law ratifies this right to |
the work-men of this state. But, bold, bare-i
faced attempts are wade to trample on these |

» » » . ’
laws, and rob the working men of his right lu;

rest, and even to have the Stale law which‘
secures this right repealed, that rich men might |
make money out of the lives, &nd liberties, and%

souls of the working-men, Money is powerful, |
Buty thank God, we have the ballot box, and arc;
not yet fools enough to vote away cur own lib- |
erties. [ won't vole for any man who will re- |
peal the law which secures our right to rest on

Sabbath.

-

Dr.
mates the whele number of Sabbath

Hawes, of Hartfirn, Connecticut, esti-|
school
United
of scholars

teachers in Great Britian and in the
State one million, and the number
at seven millions. Of the seven millions schol-
ars, four millions are in Great Britain, three
mil'ions in the United States.

Another popular preacher has arisen in Belfast.
His nameis thé Rev, T, jCarlisle. He has just
attained the age of twenty, and has been about
eighteen mouths a probationer in the Wesley-
an ministry. * We,"” says the Chester Observer,
“ have not heard his equal since we heard the
Rev. C. H, Spurgeon,” The reverend gentle-
man is a native of the Maze, near Lisburn,

Ireland.

———

A Sriritvanst No LoNeER.—Dr Randolph,

a celebrated spiritualist, has openly recanted.
In a lecture on Sunday last, he stated 1t as his
candid opinion, founded upon an experience of
nine years as a wedium, that spiritualism wase
one-third imposture, one-third insanmity, and
one-third diabolism. Mr. Randolph declares
that insanity 18 the usual fate of trunce mediums,
He has received and accepted a eall to the
Christian ministry.— Salem Register.

Epvcarmion, Nor Revieron.—~Horace Mann,
Pres, of Antioch college, in a lecture before the
Mechanic Apprentices’ Library Association of
this city, last week, said, ** No amount of talent
and genius could palliste sin and iniquity. They
only give them greater power, There was no
such enemy to mankind as a wicked, profligate

man equipped with learning. He guided to

for all who preach the gospel in all parts of the

paths leading down to death.”
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This day’s leading news is the announcement
of the yesterday’s great event—the birth of a
Prinee, heir to the Prussian throne, and claiming
the Queen of England as its Grindmether. Every-
where in these realms the tidings will be received
with great satisfaction, for, with our attachment
to royalty as an institution, and to Victoria as a
Sovereign, whatever is interesting to her family
is interesting tous  Many a prayer will go up
to the Disposer of Fiinces that the ~mother and
her babe may dwell under His sheltering wing.
The telegraph tells of all going on favourably,
and thus the fate of the Princess Charlotte does
not seem likely to he repeated. An old tradition
in Pussia points to the present reign as the last
of the dynasty, but with three heirs to he crown,
that prophecy, if fulfilled at all, will receive, we
may hepe a farfetched accomplishment, If the
infant now so dependant should become the foster-
father of liberal insiitutions and evangelical reli-
gion in Prussia,—grow up the Alfred of Germa-~
ny—that country will have reason to bless the
union which kpits it to the English race.

Since my last, the War Panic has diminished,
and would entirely disappear, if the arsenals of
France were not the ecene of an activity ine xpli-
cable except in the prospect of war. On the
other hand it is argued, that if war were really
the Emperor’s intention he would not permit the
knowledge of this martial-sounding industry te
get abroad. 'T'hose who reason thus account for
what is going on, upon the supposition, that Louis
Napoleon does not wish to give way to the peace
pressure too suddenly, or to disabuse, all at once,
the ltalian revolutionists of all hope of his inter-
ference. Poor ltaly has borne many marks of
debasement, but none more daik and deep than
this —that her expectations of freedom are void
on the man who has used his imperial power to
crush Liberty on a more favoured soil. Can the
oppressor at home be the liberator of the oppress-
ed beyond? is a question which the Italians if
they are wise will gravely put before they rely
upon or supplicate French bayonets as their hope.
T'he car of freedcm always rocks on such support,
and inclines 1o tipple over. A report that the
King of Naples was dead, became current last
Eriday, and was readily believed— faith, in many
quarters following fond desire—but his illness,
whatever it may have been, seems on the de-
crease. His son’s marriage has more charms for
him than aught beside, and even his fit of clemen-
ey, extorted perhaps from his fears of death, has
turned out to be a sentence of banishment on
men most of whom are fitter, a thousand fold, to
wear a crown than he.

The King of Sweden is dangerously and in-
curably ill, Prince Napoleon's visit to Sardinia
has gone smoothly on, and he seems about attain-
ing his objeet in taking the King's eldest daugh-
The po-
litical significance of the act may be small in
spite of all that is said; for without the aid of

ter, the princess Clotilda, to the altar.

Russia, France and Sardinia uaited, would never
dare to, make war on Austria, unless the casus
belli was extremely good and cogent.

Mr. Gladstone is to serve as Lord High Com-
missioner of the loniaan Islands till anothe: is
appoiuted, and in that ecapacity is to open (this
day I bzlieve) the lonian Parliament, and propose

several reforms.

Nothipg disheartens the true friends of eonsti-
tutional government more than to watch the ap-
parent incompetency of the people of the south
of Burope for its duties and their apparent inca-
pacity of appreciating its advanitages, At home
the approach of Parliament, which reassembles
on Tuesday, has been signalled, as land at sea is
Mr. Bright has
delivered other speeches, especially one at Brad-
ford, developing his Reform Bill, which would
induce a household or rating franchise for bor-
oughs, and £10 house occupancy for counties ;
the ballot . a redistribution of some 130 seats, of
which he wonld award 99 to boroughs and 24 to
counties, with 7 unawarded. A wriler in the
''imes proposes another scheme more favourable
to the counties. It was the Chandos clause in
the Reform Bill of 1832, which gave the great
landowners, wmostly Tories, their present power
i1 the countics dy averaging the freeholders with
£50 tenants-at-will ; and if the county franchise
is reduced to £10 house-oceupancy, it would
matter little I think how the re-distribution was
made. Lord Derby’s bill, witk any other in pro-
gress of manufacture, is still sub-umbra. Lord
Palmerston has invited forty of his political friends
to dine with h{m on the 3rd prox., afier the open-
ing of Parliament by the Queen in person—a sign
that the veteran ex-Premier is wot tired of the
political arena. As a Reform Premier, the peo-~
ple have little or no confidence in the, versatile |
and vigoriens statesman,

In temperance matters you will be glad to hear
that the work is not growing less or less produe-
tive. Lord Naas, the Irish Secretary has lately
promised that he will neither introduce nor sup-
port any measure arising out of an exteasion of the
hours of salg in drivking shops in Ireland ; and
almost the last public act of Judge Crampton be-
fore his resignation, was to express his hope of
the speedy arrival of the day when the Permissive
Bill of the Upited Kingdom Alliance weuld be
the law of the Jand, and in aetual operation, by
the will of sthe people, in variows parts of the

by evidences plain to all men.




