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Is he a Christian ! 
BY T. 8. ARTHUR. 

‘Is he a Christine ?' 
The question reached my ear as T sat converse 

ing with a friend, snd I passed in the sentence I 

was witering to note the answer, 

Oh, yes—he is a Christian,’ wae replied. 

* 1 am rejoiced to hesr you say so. I was not 

aware of it before,’ said the other, 

* Yes ; he has passed from desth unto life, 

Last week, in the joy of his new birth, he united 

himself to the church, and is pow ia fellowship 

with the ssints.’ 
* What a blessed change !" 

‘ Blessed, indeed | Another soul saved; sn- 

other added fo the great company of those who 

have washed their robes and made them white 

mn the blood of Jamb. There is joy in 
hesven on his 

| specking ?’ asked I, turn- ‘Of whom 
ing te my 5 A 

* Of Fletcher 1 believe,” was replied, 

‘ Few men stond more in need of Christian 

graces,’ said I, * If be is, indeed, numbered with 
the sains, there is cause for rejoicing.’ 

* By their fruits ye shull know them,’ respond. 
ed my friend. ‘1 will believe his clvim to the 

title of Christian when I ace the frult in good 

living. fhe has truly passed from death unto 

Life, as they say. he will work the works of righte- 

ousness, A sweet fountain will not send forth 

bitter waters.’ 
My friend had expressed my own sentiments in 

this, and all like cases, | have learced to put 

small trust ip * profession i to look past the 

Sunday and prayer-meeting piety of people, and 

to esi imate religious quality by the siandard of 

the Apostie James, There must be genuine love 

of tLe neighbour, before there can ho a love of 

God ; for neighbourly love 1s the ground in which 

that hagher and purer love takes root, Tt is all 
in wain 10 talk of love as a mere ideal thing. 

Love is an sctive principle, and, according to ite 

qua'ity, works. If the love be heavenly, it will 

show itself in good deeds to the neighbour ; but 

if infernal, in acts of selfishness that disregard 

the neighbour 
¢ I will observe this, Me, Gray,’ said L as | 

walked homeward from the company, ‘ and nee 
whether the report touching bi be true. If he 
is indeed a Christian, ag they affirm, the Christian 
graces of moekness and charity will blossom in 
his life, sod make a'l the sir around him fra. 
grant.’ : 

Opportunity seen game.  Wietcher Gray was 
» store-keeper, and his life in the wor'd was, con 

sequently, open he observation of all men, 
He wan likew s and and ou father, Hh 

relations were, il re, «| a» character to give, 

daily, » test of his true quality. 

It was only the day after, that | happened to 
meet Mr. Gray aude: circumstances favourable 
to observa ion. Ho came into the store of a 

mercha t wi'h whomy] was transacting some busi. 

ness, and asked the price of certain goods in the 

market, | moved aride, and watched him nar- 

rawly. There wos a marked change in the ex- 
ession of his countenance sud in the tones 

his voice. The former bad a sober, aye 
expression ; the was subdued, even 

plaintiveness. ag § s litt'e while, these pocu- 

linritios gradually d ro I and the afore 

¢ My, Grey stood there wnchanged, not only 

k spirit hiv bargalo-mahing, bat oe 
offort to gain an advantage in trade. 
that only five per cent. over cost wis 

, sharper I aid ihe morchan’, tarning 
WY TREY hh ariel: F . A 

i DG 

of| of my customers Lo meet their engagements’ —— 

That God in 
Be ae 

allthings may be 

SAINT JOHN 
plous—joined the church !| Well, I'm sorry!’ 

‘ For wha » 

NEW BRUNSWICK, 
ee a et tee — 

lars sce | opened my shop heve,’ said the me 
chanie, with tne manner of one who felt hnrt,— 

“Sorry for the injury he will do a good ' If 1'am a peor, hard-working man, I try to be 

husband, father, man of business, lawyer, doctor, 

erate,’ 

‘ What is a hypocrite asked the merchant. 

tian virtues which he does not possess.’ 

double gain ? TI think not, 

say, ‘withaut abuse of language, a wolf therein, 
disguised in sheep's clothing.” 

¢ Give the man time,’ said I. * OM  babits of 
lite are strong, you know. In a little while, I 
tru t that he will see clearer ; and regulate his 
life from perceptions of higher truths.’ 

 T thought his heart was changed,’ answered 
the merchant, with some irony in his tones 
‘that he had been made a new creature.’ 

I did not care yg dissuss that point with him, 
and merely answered : 

* The beginnicgs of spiritual life are ss the 
begionings of notural life. The babe is born in 
feebloness, and we must wait through the 

periods of infancy, childhood, and youth, before 

den and heat of the day, or full srmed for the 

battle. If Mr. Giray is in the first effort to lead a 
Ctiristian life, that is something. He will grow 
wiser and better in time, I hope.’ 

* There is vast room for improvement, suid 
the merchant. In my eyes, he is, at this time, 
only & hypoeritical pretender. I hope, for the 
sake of the world and the enureh both, that 
his new associates will make something better 
out of him.’ 

I went away pretty mu:h of the merchan:’s 

opinion. My next meeting with Mr, Gray was in 
the shop of a mechanie, to whom he had sold a 
bill of goods some months previously, He had 
ealled to collect a portion of the amount whieh 
remuined unpaid. The mechanic was not ready 
for hm, 

“Tam worry, Mr, Gray,” he began, with some 
hesitation of manner, 

‘Sorry for what ?' sharp'y interrupted Mr. 
Gray. 

x ay I have not the money to settle your 

bill. 1 have been disappointed.——- 

‘I don’t want that old story. You promired to 
the ready for me to-day, didn't you P and Mr, 
Gray knit his brows, and looked angry and 
imperative. 

‘You, I promised. Butees’ 

‘Then keep your promise. No man has o 

right to break his word. Promises are sacred 

things, and should be kept rel giously.’ 
* If my custom=rs had kept their promises 10 

mb, there would have been no failure in mine to 

you,’ answered the pour mechanic, 

“Jt is of no use to p ead other men's failings 

in justfleation of yourewn, You ssid the bill 

should be settled 10-day, and | calculated wpon 
it. Now, of «!) things iv the world, I bate 

trifling.  1shall not eal’ again sis." 

It you were 10 call forty times, and | hadnt the 

money to settle your account, you would call 
vin" said the mechanic, showing considerable 

dwsturbanece of mind. 
“You needn't add to insult wreng.' Mr, 

Gray's countenance reddened and he looked 

angry. 
+ If there is insult in the case, it is on your 

part, not mine,! retorted the mechanic, with 

more feeling, ‘1am not a digger of gold out of 
the earth, nor » coiner of money. I must be paid 
for my work betore Lean pay the bills I owe.— 
It was not enough that [ wold you of the failuse 

+ You've no business 10 have such customers,’ 

broke in Mr. Gray. * No right to take and sell 

them to mon who are not honest enouih to pay 

their bills.’ 
« One of them is your own son.’ Se 

mechanic, goaded beyond endurance. 

is equol to half of yours. 1 have sent for the 

amount a great many times, still he puts me off 

with excuses. 1 will send it to you the next time.’ 

This wae thrus ing home with a sharp sword, 

and the vanquished Mr. Gray retruated from the 

battle-ield bearing a painful wound. 

co Phat was'ni right in me, | know,’ replied 

meohanio as Oray left the shop; I'm sorry, now, 

thie 1 ssid it. But he pressed me (00 closely. — 

1 am but human.’ 
+ He is a hard, exacting, money-lovisg mao, 

was my remark, 
Feo il eo ptastod ave Crista said 

the mechanio—* Hus got religio:. beeu conver. 

“Tt is commonly reported ; but | think eom- 

mon report must be lw v¥ver. Si. Paul gives 
patience, forbearance, long-suffering, meekness, | JO 
kindness, and charity, as some of the Christian 

! vo, burch : rads oli # 

fit." Dit you observe bis 
iv hho : in? LTR: 7 grooes, 1 do vot see them jn this man. There. 

fore, comuion report wust be ly evar.’ 

The religion that mukes a man a better homest, Sometimes I get a little behind-hand, 
as I am now, because people I work for don’t 

or preacher, I reverence, for it is genuine, ss Payes Ishould. It happened twice before, when 
the lives of those who accept it do testify ; but I wasn’t just square with Mr. G. y, and he 
your hypocritical pretenders I scorn and exe- pressed down very hard upon me, and talked just 

a8 you heard him to-day. He got his money 
* Itis, perhaps, almost too strong language, every dollar of it; and he will get his money 

this, us applied ro Mr, Gray,’ said I. ot I did think, knowing he had joined the 
“church and made a professicn of religion, that 

‘Aman who puts on the semblance of Chris. he would bear a little patiently with me this 
| time,~that, as he had obtained forgiveness, 

‘ And that is what Mr, Gray does when he 8s alleged, of his sins towards Heaven, he wou'd 
assumes to be religious. A true Christian is juss he merciful to his fellow.man, Ah, well! These 
Was he just to me when he érowded me down | things make us very skeptical about the honesty 

in the price of my goods, and robbed me of a of men who call themselves religions. My ex- 
living profit in order ‘that he might secure | perience with * professors’ has not been very 

There is not even |®ncouraging. As a general thing, I find them 
the live end-let-live principle in that. No, no,! quite as greedy for gain as other men. We 
tir. IF he has joined the church, my word for jt | outside people of the world get to be vory sharp 
there, isn black sheep in the fold ; or, I might (sighted. When a man sets himself up to be of 

better quality than we and calls himself by a 
name significant of heavenly virtue, we judge 
him, naturally, by his own standard, and watch 
him very closely. If he remains as hard, as sel- 
fish, as exacting, and as eager after money as 

| before, we do not put much faith in his profession 
and are very apt to class him with hypocrites’ — 
His praying and fine talk about faith,and heaven- 

ly love, and being washed (rom all sin, excites 

contempt rather than respect. Woe ask for good 
works and are never satisfied with anything else 
‘ By their fruits ye shall know them.’ 
On the next Sunday [saw Mr. Gray in ¢hureh, 

My eyes were cn him when he entered. 1 noti- 

eed that all the lines of his face were drawn 
we can huve the sirong man ready for the Yur- (down, and that the whole aspect and bearing of 

the man were solemn and devotional. He mov- 
ed to his place with a slow step, his eyes cast to 
the floor. On taking bis seat, he leaned his head 
on the pew in front of him, and continued for 
nearly a minute in prayer. Daring the services, 
I heard bis voice in the singing; and through 
the sermon he maintained the must fixed atten 
tion, It wascommunion Sabbath—and he re- 
mained, after the congregation was dismissed, to 

join in the holiest act of worship. 
‘Can this man be, indeed, self-deceived #' I 

asked mysell as | walked homeward, ‘ Can he 
really believe that Lieaven is 10 be gained by pious 
acts alone * That every Sabbath evening he 
can pitch his tent a day's mareh nearer, though 
all the week he has failed in the commonest offi- 
ces of neighbourly love ¥ 

It so happened that I had many opportunities 
for observing Mr. Gray, who, after joining the 
church, became an active worker in some of the 
public and prominent charities of the day, He 
contributed liberally in many cases, and gave a 
good deal of time to the prosecution of benevo 
lent enterprises, in which men of some position 
were concerned. But when [ saw him dipute 
with a poor gardener who had laid the sods in 

bis yard, about fifty cents, take sixpence off of a 
weary strawberry woman, or chaffer with hw 
bootblack over an extra shilling, I could not 
think thut it was genuine love for his fellow-men 

that prompted his ostentatious chorities. 
In ne instance did I find any better estimation 

of him in business circles ; for his religion did 

wot ehasten the ardour of his se'fish love of ad. 
vantage in trade, nor make him more generous 
nor more inclined to help or befriend the weak 
and ‘he needy. Twice I saw his action in the 
oase of unhappy debtors, who had not been sue- 
cessful in business. In each case his claim was 
among the smallest ; but he said more unkind 
things, and was the hurdest to satisfy of any mun 
among the creditors. He assumed dishonest 

intention ot the outsot, and wade that u plea for 
the most rigid exaetion, covering his own hard 
ne!fishoess w th offensive cant about mercantile 
honour, Christian intrgrity, and a religious ob- 

servance of business contracts. He was the enly 
one among all the creditors who made his church: 

membership a prominent thing—few of them 
were even church~goers—and the only man whe 
did not readily make concessions to the poor, 
down trodden debtore, 

‘lehe a Chritian P 1 asked, ws I walked 
home in some depression of spirits, from the last 
of these meetings. And | could but snswer, No 

~for to be a Christian is to be Christlike. 
‘As yo would that men should do wo you, do 

ye even #0 to them.” ‘This is the Divine stand. 
ard. * Ye must be born again,’ leaves to us ne 
latitude of interprétation. There must be a death 
of the oid, natura), selfish loves, and a new birth 
of spiritual affections. As man feels, so will he 

act. If the affections that rule his heurt be Di- 
vine affections, he will be a lever of others, and 
a seeker of their good, He will not be a hard, 
harsh, exacting man in naturel things, but kind, 
forbenring, thoughtful of others, and yiclding. 

In all his dealings with men, his sctions will ‘be 
governed by the heavenly laws of justice and 
jadgment. He will regard the good of his neigh. 

| bowr equally with his own, It is in the world 
where Christian graces reveal themselves, if they 
exist at all. Religion is aot a mere Sunday of 
fair, but a regulator of a man's conduct among 
his follow men, Unless it does this, it is a false 
religion, aud he who depends upon it for the en- 
ymeut of heavenly feligities in the next life, 

will find himself in miserable error, Heaven 
eaunot be esrned by mere ac's of piety ; for hea- 
ven is the com ent of ull divine affec ins in 
the human , And » man must ome inte 

+ Thave paid him » geod many hundred dol- these~—~must be born into them——while on earth, 

— en tl = ere ———— 

or he can never find an eternal home among the 
angels of God. Heaven is not gained by dying, 
but by living.—Hom Wry, 

THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST, 

What is the gospel ? 

ter into the holiest by the bloed of Jesus, by a 
new and living way, which he hath consecrated 

and having an High Priest. over the house of 

assurance of faith, 
“ Give your heart to Christ” is, essentially, 

should be done; but not in a legal way ; for why 
should a perishing sinner be enjoined ** to moke 
brick mitheut straw »’ The true gospel plan is, 
Accept the free gift of the heart of Jesus by re- 
ceiving himeelf, and all the bimefis He pur- 
chased with * His own blood,” and your heart 
will be his in a moment—given him, not as a 
matter of law, bat of love ; for, if you have the 

love of his heart poured into yours by his bles- 

sed Spirit, you will feel yourself under the con. 
straining influence of a spontaneous spiritual 
impulse to give him your heart, and all yeu 
have in retern, It is right to give him your 
heart, but unless you first receive his, you will 

never give him yours, 

The design of all we write iz these columns 1s 
to exhibit ** the true grace of Ged.” “* without 
the works of the law,” and “ by The blood of 
Jesus only.” Our great sim is the glory of 
Christ in the couversion of souls ; and the means 
employed to accomplish that end are simple 
statements concerning the great Scripture truth, 

that we are saved at ones, entirely, and for 

ever, by the grace of God, “ who is rich in 

mercy,” and that we have no part at all in the 
matter of our salvation save the beggars part, 
of accepting it as a * free gift,” procured for us 

by “The precious blood of Christ.” 
And, as mony are struggling to get up some. 

thing of their own as a price to bring to God to 
buy salvation of him, we take pains to show the 
entire uselessness of all such efforts ; and point 
out, we think, with some degree of clearness, and 
by a variety of ways, that all tree religion has a 
distinet beginning, that beginning dates from he 
time when a sinner stands at Calvary gonscious 
of his utterly ruined cendition ard realises the 
trath that Jesus so completely satisfied God for 
sin, that He could say before He gave up the 
ghost, * It is finished ;" and that ** we have re. 
demption through his blood, ihe forgiveness of 
sins according to the riches of lis grace.” “ He 
vie own sell bare our sins in his own bedy on the 
tree’’ and thereby, ‘““ having made peace by the 
blood of his cress,”” we may at ence be * made 
nigh by the blood of Christ” without any thing 
of our own. That God who hath set him forth, 
“ a propitiation through faith in his blood to de- 

clare his righteousness” in pardouing sin, will 
pardon all sin through faith in him; for His testi. 
mony is, that ** the bloud of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin,” 
“The blood of Jesus" is the ground of peace 

with God, to every believing a'nner below, and 
it will be the subjeet of the everlasting song of 
the redeemed above, It is our all for acceptance 
with God, fur pardon of sin, for * justifieation 
of life," for adoption into God's family, for heli. 
ness and glory. As the alter with its streaming 
blood stood at the very entrance of the ancient 
tabernacle, so the Lord Jesus Christ and * The 
hlood of his Cross” meet us at the very entrance 
0 the Church of the redeemed. The blood. 
-hedding of Jesus as “a propitation for our sins” 
lies at the very threshold of the Chelstian life. 
It is the alphabet of Christian experience to 
know the value of “ The blood of Sprinkliog.” 
The first step in the Christian course is into the 
“ fountain opened.” 
“The blood of Jesus" is our great and all 

engrossing theme, May the Divine Spirit make 
his own truth regarding it“ the power of God 
unto salvation” to every reader ! 

TEA-PARTY OF THE CABMEN OF EDIN. 
BURGH. 

On Thursday evening, at — u tea-party 
of cabmen snd their wives assembled in Rich. 
mond-p'age Chapel, invited by Mr, Keginald 
Radeliffe, at whowe expense tle entertainment, 
which would cost about £30, was given. There 
wore present about 400 of the cabmen and strap. 
pers in Edinburgh, with some fifty or sixty of 
their wives, On the plaform were Ur Radel ffs and Richard Weaver, accom ranied by several 
members of the Carrubbers C ose Mission. Mr. 
Radcliffe, after expressing his disappontment at 
being separated from bis guests below, pointed 
to the vacant chair, snd requested them 1o select 
one of their own wumber as chairman. Their 
choice uranimous'y fell on Mr, Dickson, » driver, 
who hed obtained the second prize for an essay on the evils of Babbath labour. After n repest 
of sandwiches and tes, during which (he 
seemed to enjoy them-elves, some of them ving 
waited + - y the Murchioness of Queensbur a 
snd her daughters, who, with the young marqats 
took great delight in waking themselves useful 
Richard Weaver sung ene or two of his hymns, 

an animated and enrncst address, during which he gave an account of his ows con. version. The whole party listened with deep in- terest to the appeals, and many weather-beaten checks were moistened with tears. Mr, Rad. 

WE num ber of ladies were preset for conversation 

acoepted by about a hundred of the guests, both 
The gospel, and the gospel alone, can save | men and women. 

the soul ; it 1s, therefore, a momentous question, el bitterly, handed the key 10 her husband, 
the Saviour. Other striki The gospel of the grace of Ged is not surely | The use of th» rondo was kin 

this, * Give your heart to Christ,” although | Richmond-place congregation. 
that is oftén unwisely press»d upon inquirer af- | M'Eht tea-party is at present in preparation for 
ter salvation ; but this : ** Having lib-rty to en- © pr ag diferent: Glass -of the weuiman- 

for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh :|O Jesus Christ! grow thou in me, and all 

God ; let us draw near with a true heart, in full My heart be daily nearer thee, from sin be dally 

law, not gospel. It is most proper that it My darkness vanish in thy light, thy life my 

y | the blow reaches the Lord standing behind him, 

— a — -— 

spiritual. About half-past two o'clock the meet- | 
ing was closed ; and those who felt anxious 
about their souls were invited to remain. A 

with the cabmen's wives. The invitation was 

One of the women, who was 

im she could not go till she had found 
‘cases’ also occurred. 

dly granted by the 
n  fawtwed mid- 

JESUS CHRIST. 

things else recede, 

freed, 
Each day let thy supporting might my weakness 

still embrace, 

death efface! 

In thy bright beams, which on me fall, fade every 
evil thought; 

That T am nothing, thou art all, T would be 
daily taught. 

Come near—I[ cast myself away, before thee silent 
weep; 

Come, with thy pure, divinest sway, wy spirit 
rule and keep. 

More of thy glory let me see, thou Holy, Wise, 
and True! 

I would thy living image be, in joy and sorrow 
too. 

Fill me with gladness from above hold me by 
strength divine 

Lord, let the glory of thy great love through my 
whole being shine ! 

Weak 1s the power obaloth and pride, and vain 
desires are still, 

While to thy realm and thee allied, I haste to 
do thy will, 

Make this poor self grow less and less; be thou 
my life and aim 

O make me anily, through thy grace, more wor. 
thy of thy name, 

Daily more filled with thee, my heart daily from 
self more free | 

Thou, to whom prayer did strength impart, of 
my prayer hearer be. 

Let faith in thee, and in thy might, my every 
motive move; 

Be thon alone my soul's delight, my passion and 
my love, 

~[Fromn the German of Lavater. 

THE FAULTS OF CHRISTIANS, 
There are irreligious persons who seem 

to account *“ professors’ as culprits, set in the 
oillory, were formerly aecounted—fair objects 
for every passer by, That any special guilt or 
accountability is incurred by their wholesale cri- 
minations of Christ's followers has apparently 
nover suggested itself to these accusers of the 
brethren, Let us hold up to them a wirror in 
which 10 seo themselves, 
A vulture, stealing stealthily along in the track 

of a patriot army, cares nothing for the noble 
bearing and splendid array of the marching host, 
much less for the common cause that inspires 
the hopes and thrills the bosom of every sol er. 
The ravenous bird is watching for prey, looking 
for some fiint straggler, some diseas~d unforti 
nate, sinking down by the roadside 1¢ die. ls 
it net now a magnanimous thing for « man te be 
watching the glorious host of God's «lect for a 
like purpose ¥ The faithfi] ard exalied souls 
amoung them—they who reflect the Master's im- 
age and breathe the Muster's spirit— these are 
a'l nothing to him, But any poer weakling, 
touched with a taint of that worldiness wit 
which the caviller himaelf is diseased «ll over— 
any honest broth r even, who through a pas- 
sionate nature is betraved into some hasty sin — 
in choice prey to this accuser as he cries exul. 
tingly : ** Art thou become ike unio us P" 
Eee. it is not only true that neither the faulie 

of a genuine Christian diseipl +, nor the ireachery 
of a false disciple, can disprove the divinity of 
our religion. We go farther, We say that hy 
pecritionl professors of the fuith raise a presump- 
tion of the truth and value of religion itse!f, Did 
men ever counterfeli a worthless thing * Does 
any forger imitate the bills of » lrvken bank? 
We have artificial diamonds, and emeralds, and 
sapphires—were srtificia’ sind and pcbbl & ever 
made? The vender of every new nostrum eo- 
vers his bottles with cautions against the num- 
brrless counterfeits of his precious penaces, 
Perhaps vubedy ever thought of counterfeiting 
the suff, or judging it werth the trouble, But 
to secure a great sa'e the impression must be 
carefully made that the warket has Seen filed 
with im it tions of the article ; and wll upon the 
ground that the common sess of mn will value 
highly whatever has found imitavrs, What, 
now, is there under heaven that has been more 
belied by false pretend. rs than the Chri tian re- 
ligion P And is that fact te weigh aginst it, or 
to be reckoned as strong in its favour ? 

It may bethat the disciple complaine! of is, 
with all hus sins, sincere in heart and daily peni- 
tent. If that he so we should council any man 
‘0 be cautious in dending him! That Master of 
ours, who loved so well the guilty Peter and the 
vindieitive James and John a= ix, 4), has 
in this frail fo lower of his a profounde r interest 
than men imagine, If you resent a blow dealt 
heavily at any member of your body, so with a 
deeper indignation ove He hurn against every 
srmrilunt of a member of het body «f which He 
is the head, 
The sympathies of the eternal Trinity have been 
moved, and wre moved to-day fo this believer, 
You see his sine. But you do not see the ston. 
ing Advocate who assumes them, and who to 
every nocuser answers, “* Bring the complain’ to 
me I" Io truth whatever stiikes at any Chris. 
tian disciple, trikes through the disciple, and 
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make its sole value for . 
and * there is none name urder heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 

Lot the thought strike you, “I, tee, like this 
Christian, have a master te whom I must stand 
or fall. Nay, his Master is mine. I ac- 
knowledge him obey him, or not, as | will Toe to 
day. ; ut I Sahel gee His awhal 
grasp in upon me A . the 
eternal ages, and ‘it “shi to fall inte 
the hands ofthe living God, for our God is a 
consuming fire.’ 

A DYING PASTOR'S INJUNCTION. 
A clergyman said: “I am a clergyman 

the Biase of Connecticut, I hear men here - 
of the power of the gospel, I have lately learns 
od a lesson on that subject, which I | never 
forget, and which, I trust, will give direction and 
character to all my future labors. I was 
the lessons by a striking 
in, one day, to visit a , promising bretaer 
clergyman, who had hoon SADE in on ministry 
near me. I found him a dying man. It became 
my duty, at the request of irievds, te inform him 
of his condition, and that he not live, but 
must soon die, After the first shook of disap- 
pointment, all was peaceful and ealm as an even- 
ing sun. He wished to kuow Ifit would be wrong 
to pray that he might be pa ; for, said he, 
‘my great desire to live is 1 may preach the 
gospel more simply.” When to'd n would nat be wrong, he requested all to go into anes 
ther foum and pray, and that | would remain. 
He then said wo me—Do knew that the 
pel is the powor tu save ad Oh! we A od preach the gospel more simp! each the pel smply.” Tish thee pg hr pl od el 
awes could reach every minmter's heart. ‘“ Preach the gospel more simply.” His great 

desire to live was that he might do this. 

YOUNG MEN IN THE CHURCH. 
We have often mentally inquired why there'is 

not a higher standard of efficiency among the 
laymen of the chureh-x, There sre many seal 
ous workers, who engage in the laber of Sabbath 
school instruction, and other departments of ef- 
fort, but when the test is putas to the intellec~ 
tual power of the great body of laymen, it ie 
found to be deficient, 
Not that this intellectual power is absent, but 

it is not properly exerted for religions purposes. 
Men in business, who are abie to gresp gigantic 
plans, and work out the beldest enterpsises ; 
who can, by their foresight and intelligent com. 
prehension of causes and effects, influence, and 
almost mould, the legislation of nations by their 
commercial and industrial undertakings ; men 
who shine in literature, and lead the com mon 
wind far into the paths of seience and discovery, 
wen of confessed intellectual power in every de- 
partment of life, seem to be incapable of pers 
fogming the siwplest duties of the Christian in 
public, and even in social assemblies. The ¢ 
irable and precious gift of fitting exhortation 
aud prayer in the social meetings of the Church, 
seems to be confined to a fow ; and men who are 
ready decla'mers on other themes, and are eany 
and Buen’ in conversation on weoulir  topios, 
seem to be dumb in the prayer-meeting and the 
leoture-room. 
One reason is Lo be found in the fact that the 

cares and labors of daily business pursuits crowd 
so much on the mind, and exert se absorbing 
an irfluenceon the leelings, that they restrain 
the exercises of those sympathies which must 
be active in order to make a teacher acceptable 
(0 his hearers. The mind and body are weary 
with the labors of the day, The majority of 
church members seld: m attend prayer meetings, 
and many who do are apite be unprepared te 
take an active part in the exercive. Asa con 
sequence, prayer- meetings have a tendency te 
be lifeless and uninteresting from ao sert of 
necessity. 

But this should not be. We need an intelli. 
gent and efficient laity. We need the mntellee- 
tual power and the moral energy of all our mon 
in the service of the church. How 10 enlist it 
and bring it out, in a fu'l development of its re. 
sources, is an unportant question. 
The Apostle wrote to Timothy : * Negleot net 

the gift that is in thee" and the exhoitation 

was wall heeded, Mon have gifts which they 
sometimes allow to be dormant, and they live 
for years unconscious of their own strength. 
The cxeuse so often made Hy persons as a reason 
of their inactivity in public, that they have ne. 
gif, is a shallow one. They have a gift wrapped 
up in a napkin, snd of they would only take it 
oul, they would soon find {w value, 

There is a noble work of Christian duty for 
the laity to perform, They ean sometimes do 
work which would have far more on 
men of the world, as the work of y+ than 
when done by the mivistry, The office of the 
winisier invests hie with gy es 
influence which in some -r “loss 
than the manly courage 
Christian layman, oF many great deeds 
ight be dune fir souls, were every profess 

Christian s well vy well cnessioed 
can 

Y should eu tivate their gifts, and 
improve their talents, by all the means fa thelr 
power, IL should becowe a suestion of 
with them to enve'ope their own intellect 

And the Lord coming forward hw to the foe, 48 
to the friend of his follower, * Inesmuch #* yo 
have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, yo have done it unto me” tin seris 
ous work, this joining i-sue with the Almighty 
on the faults uf peuple. 
We ask the caviller, Will you, when summon. 

ed 10 answer for a lifetime of impenitence, reply 
“1 give thee, us a sin offering, and a substitute 
for my penalty, the nem« of this faithless disci- 

cliffe next addressed the 
| deep interest in their ot ang og cn a. temporel and | 

ples of thine?" Ah! but it in not the guilt, but 
the righteousness of the substitute, that must 

swength in dischuorge of these duties, io order 10 
be prepered fur whatever stations of usefulness 
they may be called 10 fill, 

wid the Apostle in his letter, “1 write unto 
you young u on becouse you are strong I" The 
young men of the chureh to-day are nu. 
merieally, and they bave gress im 
srength. But they need to 
er under the teachings of the and, 

Ll. 4K ope : Bog By 
Gur meatoge tor wrayer 1h io assemblies 
of & religious character, will then be more w bios 

There is a name— 
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