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Perishing between Sodom and
the Mountain,

Some are moved to flee from hell, vet still are
only almost Christians. Some persons are really
awakened by the spirit of God to “ flee from the
wrath to come!” They forsake their old « plea-
sures of sin,” their old companions, their old
ways ; they live in anxiety and dread ; still they
will not come to Jesus Christ, in order to have
life. They are almost, but not altogether, per-
suaded to be Christians. This arises from many
things.

Sometimes it arises from pride. They are
afraid of hell, but they think they shall escape by
some way of their own; by tears, or prayers,or re-
formation. They hew out cisterns for themselves :
they kiudle a fire for themselves, “ and walk in
the light of their fire, and in the sparks.th: y have
kindled.” (Isa. 50. 11.) They will not come to
Jesus Christ, and let him be their light and sal-
vation. Oh, how sad to be so near being saved,
and yet to be lost! How almost

Christians, and to be kept from being altogether

sad to be

by soul-ruining pride !

Sometimes it arises from Go-l.

Christ is the Saviour whom God has provided.

eamily lo

The way to honor God is to flee to Jesus Christ:
but some awakened souls have got so much en
mity to God, that they will not honor him by be-
lieving on Jesus Christ. Oh! how mad it is to
fight against God and your own soul.
to be almost Christians !

How mad

Sometimes it arises from
(7od. Some anxious souls are suspicious of God.
They dare not believe that he has such an infi-
nite depth of pity as to provide a Saviour for
them. ‘ No, it cannot be for me. It m v be
for other sinners, but it cannot be for me !”
so they will not come to Jesus Christ. Oh. how
mad not to believe what God has said of Limself
and his Sou.

Such are almost Christians.

and

See here the folly
of being almost a Christian.

All your anxiety to flee from hell will do vou
no good if you be only ALMOsT a Christian. You
have trembled much, and wept much, and prayed
much, for your poor soul. Siill, if you are not
brought to Jesus Christ, it is all in vain. If you
were swimming for vour life—if you had breust-
ed many a dashing wave, and were now elose to
the shore, just within reach of the rock ; —still.
if vou do not stretch out your hand to clasp the
rock, you will be drowned ; all your former pains
and labours will be in vain. A man may drown
within reach of the rock just as well as a thousand
miles at sea. So, after all your anxiety, hearing,
praying, and tears, you may perish where you
are, just as surely as those who are out of sight
of God. Itis quite vain to flee toward the ark.
if you do not flee into it. A man might drown
Be ye “shut in!”

vain for Lot's wife that she fled out of Sodom for

clinging to the ark. It was
she never got into Zoar ; Just 80 vain is it to b
almost but not altogether a Christian.

Your sin is far greater than that of other men,
Agrippa’s sin was fay greater than that of IFestus
or Bernice. He was moved to flee to Christ, vet
did not flee. They saw no beauty in him, that
they should desire him. So it is with yon and
the world. Ifa man were not in search of pearls,
aad he passed by the pearl of great price, it
needed not.to be wondered at, his eyes were hus
with other things. But if a man be really see k-
ing goodly pearls, going from piace lu'placr,
night and day in search of them, and the pearl
of great price is offered him, he looks at it, turns
it round and round ; he is told its value—worth
all that he has—he lays it down and proceeds on
his anxiouns search. Ah, that is the man who
despises the pea:l most of all. So you ace they
who despise Christ most of all ; other peopl
tread him under their feet, because they do not
know him, nor desire him ; but you as it were,
take him into your hands, and examine his v
and yet you lightly esteem him. Oh, your sinis
far greater in thus lightly esteeming Christ, than
all that you ever committed before. Judas, des-
pising mercy through the Lamb of God, and
hanging himself, was a greater sin than betraying
i

alue,

he Saviour; so your turning away from Christ
is greater sin than betraying him at his table,~
tuan all that you ever did against him, Oh, ma
God open your eyes, that you may not be
a Christian, but a Christian indeed,

y
almost

The deepest place in hell will be for

X almost
Christians.

In strict justice it will be so, The
more sin the greater guilt and the deeper hell :
and who has so much sin as the soul that comes
earest to Christ, yet is not ravished with
beauty, and attracted to him by his loveliness.
In the nature of things, the hell of the almost
Christian will be more severe than that of others.
To be almost saved and yet to be lost; to be not
far from the kingdom of God, and yet to fall into
the kingdom of wrath : oh, that will be an awful
thought to all eternity, “ 1 was once very near
being in Christ,” many a one will say in that day,
“ I was made anxious for my soul; I wept and
prayed, and searched the Scriptures. 1 listened
with anxiety to the preached word. I felt it was
the power of God. 1 felt myself condemned by
the law, I was quite different from my worldly
friends ; they did not understand my sorrow-—
they could only laugh me to séorn. I fied from
them, I fled from my old sins. I was not far

his

mistaken views ¢f

THE FULTON

|

|
|
|

| this m eting for the first

1
|

from the kingdom. 1 almost stretched out my
hands to accept of Christ. I was almost persua-
ded to be a Christian ; and oh, where am I now.”

The higher you cast a stone into the air, the
deeper it will fall into the sea; so the nearer you
are to Christ and heaven, the deeper you will fall

Linto hel.

If you come just up to the gate of heaven, and

See the streets of shining gold. and the happy
| [ B . ) .

3

| faces of the glorious ones who walk there ; if

vou think you hear their songs of glory, loud as
the voice of many waters, sweet as the harpers

harping on their barps ; and yet, if the gate be

' shut against you, and Christ say, “I know you

| not, depart from me,”

| down in sorrow,—to lie down in hell.

| not sluggish in seeking converting ordce.
1 (el

| is hope for every one of yvou. 1
| . Y \

¢ll the agony with which vou will vo away to lie

If there

| be one wailing ery from that sad abode more dis-
; :

mal, more heart-rending than another, it will he

the bitter wailing of him who was ALMOST, but

not ALTOGETHER a Christian.

Oh, be not content with HALF-WORK.

()h. 1u(‘

¢ gg I'here

that not you only, but all who are

hearing mc
this day, were both almost and altogether such as
l.i*n .)urll(!\.* -[iev. 1| ‘[ J!l'-

I'\.»n‘l was 1-'\:0‘{&

Cleyne.

}"!:;:'1 l‘;:-‘
STREET
INGS.

N. Y.”Observer.
PRAYER MEET-

Among all the numerous requests which came |
| to hand during the last week,

nont
deeper interest than one which called for prayer
for London, and especially for invoking the bless-

what words of man can

| thought one day I would go into the meetine ane
| see for myself what it was. 1

would to God |

. ]

a school-house, where they could hold a 1'<-li,:,rimwf
meeting. And it had often been the prayer of|
the good people of Fort Madison that the Lord |
would furnish a place of prayer in that very |
neighborhood. And he had done it in this way |
—the farmer’s new house had become the hous
of praver and the gate of heaven to some s la.
THE CONVERTED LAWYER. |

The leader of one of the meetings closed with |
relating the following incident: He said. on |
leaving the Fulton street prayer meeting a few |
days before, he was accosted by a friend, who|
was a lawyer. He expressed some surprise, and, |
at the same time, pleasure, at seeme him at the
meeting. The lawyer gave this explanation of the |
facts of his case.

Some time agv, said the lawyer, some of mwy
friends, unbeknown to me, sent in a note to the
mwting. asking that they would pray for me. |

!

i

went in, and be-
came gréatly interested in the meeting. And I
hope, within two weeks, I have become a
man. I have experiencel a great change in my

feelings, and all the course of my life is)
changed. I was a thoughtless, wretched sinner, |
living in utter disregard of religion. These friends
who desired prayer for me, seen and felt my guilt
and danger, and here I am, a monument of God's
mercy and grace, as the hearer and answerer of'|

new

| the prayers of those who call upon him.

{ had a

ing of the Great Head of "he Church upon all the |

|
praver meetings therein maintained. Many thanks
ber of his own followers in that great metropo-
lis, and petitions were offered that these mav be
valiant for the truth in the midst of abounding
error and wickedness, and that God vould pros-
per all the means for carrving the gosnel
l)l‘)i\hi!"_f masses, and
and taught might be clothed with power.
\ PRAYER MEETING 1IN 'l"\“‘ ROCKY MOUN-
TAINS.
With great desire, said a gentleman, I am in
time. I belong in West-
ern Indiana. 1 have late ly come from a travel-

ling rour across the plains, and over the Rocky

| Mountains, and as far away as Utah. Ihave heard

|

| residence amonye th

Brigham Young, with his oily tongue,and Heber

vimball, in language that w ot bear be !} o 8T :
Kimball, in language that would not BAr tv Belg ) wore his joyful exclamations of 1

repeated. I have heard Or

on Hyde in his m

phecying, which he claimed was by the inspira-
ion of the Great Jehovah. ng
were prophecied of the speaker, and his
’ Mormons were rendered
very uncertain and uncomfortable.

In all his wanderings over tt ose distant

listant plains
and mountains, he met only one man. am 1\
| the thousands whom he. saw, whom he recarded
as a real Christian. That man he met in the

|

|
|
|

tocky Mountain pass, up in the

region of “ever.

asting snow Aud there they held a p

| to remain.
awakened a!

A WHOLE HOUSEHOLD TRANSFORMED.
A gentleman stood inthe doorway, and said |
word to say, though the time had nearly
He said that some days ago he had noticed
that his oldest son was uncommonly thoughtful.
He would not go out, but was inclined to ke p by
rimself. One night he went to a meeting, and
after the preaching the awakened were invited
To his surprise he found his own so;
remaining. And when the anxious were invite d
to kneel in prayea, he knelt with others, and then
prayer was poured forth for the salvation of thi

il
company of anxious sinners. I did not at first

gone,

| lead in audible prayer, said the gentleman, hut

| were expressed that God had such a goodly num-)

‘l)(' gltil‘i!iwi in
to the |
that the gospel preached |

| the church

!

| ] he i
Indeed, certain things

| one in on
ther on her knees in
| me if this that

praver
meeting together.  And that meeting, he must |
say, was to him the “house of God” and the “pate

n“l aven.” Never had he o
communion than there the mountain
showing that when Christians meet they
feel that they belong to one great
of whiceh Christ
Him ard of one

The rentloman then
bad lately returned to
he had charge of a chureh
that he reaucsted

among
SNOWSsS
Brotherh
18 the common bond, and i
'l'llx\ ':lw] l
went on to say that he
Western Indiana, wher
and conm ttion, and

praver for the out

ing of

DO
! . 3 ) . 3
the Holv bpeirit upon his peonle. He said ther:
| were some hopeful appearances amongthem, and
| previous to his late leaving home there had b

. : PO
| five hopeful ¢
for

| he was about to d )y NP

r‘\('l’\i NS, | .
when he returned home. as

might find them in t!

r revivaul, so that

| midst of a spiritual refreshing.

s “sti——————

| was the busiest scason of the year, farmeirs would

|
]
|
|
!
;

!
!
!

| the place, they

PRAYER MEETING ON

. :;ll h-

d to state what he

FAE IOWA PRAIRII

A gentleman was fiom lowa, and he
had seen and fult of th

union of Christiansin prayver away on the prairi

of the West He said he been in the habit
of reading the accounts which were published of
the doings of the prayer meetings in New York,
and, as he considered, to great pleasure and pro-
fit. Ile Lad not a doubt but the faith of thousands
of Christians was encouraged and strength :

‘Hed

\\i‘-ll

ln&l'i

by this reading, as his own had béen, and thou
sands of

] !

souls were awakened and converted
through their

instrume utality. He believed that
the revival spirit was sustained and diffused by
means of these
of other prayer meetings in eve ry praver meet-
ing of the land. We are encouraged, when we
know of what God i1s doing in gther piaces, to
labor more abundantiy in the
d\h‘“. .

He said that in the midst of wheat harvest last
summer they established a prayer meeting in the
midst of a beautiful grove on the prairics, just a
little way from Fort Madison. I'hey made bench-
es, and had a small raised platform for the preach- |
er's stand, and, hung lanterns to the limbs of |
trees, and their bheautiful
furnished.

])1;1&«.\ WIHCYr¢ we

place of worship was
For three weeks, ey ery night, they |
held their meetings in this place, and though it |

come ten miles to attend the meetings,

Then they moved the meeting still further out |
on the prairies to another grove, and continued
it there for about the same length of time. And |
after a time, they removed the meeting sull once |
more. ‘The Lord blessed them from the Legin-
ning, and through all their meetinge, and about
100 souls, in the judgment of ¢harity, were truly
converted to God. Their meetings were for
prayer, followed by preaching,

The same geuntleman spoke of anotner meeting.
A farmer a littie out from Fort Madison had built
a large house, and, according to the custom of
were going to have a “house
warming,” by inviting in their neighbors and
friends to drink and dance, and “have a good
time,”

im if he would not change his plan, and, in;
stead of the house warming, have a prayer meet-
ing, and he consented. The prayer meeting
was commenced, and was continued every night
for three weeks, and the man, his wife and his

in all, were hopefully converted, Before this

| ;w\ml more sweet |

He requested pravei

reports of the facts and incidents |

| said he wished to relate

land he

| erated myself to the serviee of God in the

| attack in

He said he went to the man, and asked l
|

|
|
children, and his neighbors, to the number of .‘JU‘

there had been no place in the prairie, not even

after a time I went and kneeled down by my
son. Then it was that the vl»-t‘s:n\;n.m called upo
me to lead in prayer.

My heart was very much |
drawn out in the carnest wish that God would
8 \\iil;: }li\ .\';lll.
peace and assurance as I arcse

I felt a sweet

from my knees

and left the place.
When grrived home, I went straight to my
own room, ard when I opened the door what =

wonderful si I beheld. My dear bov had run

home before, when 1 supp sed I had left Lhim at

and there was with his arms around
his mother’s neck, trving to tell her th
heart. And when she asked him to 1
he felt, he exclaime I, I can SQ)
mother more than ever, but how 1

never can tell—how I love him 1

i.):. of Lis
il her how
that I love my
never can

o\ o
melted to t urs,
Roman Catholi
girls, who have lived in my family four or five
years. These soon left the room in tears A fi

| LS, Fa g

Christ that all in the room were
Among the number were two

some time I went out to look aft them. I found

room on her knees in pr yer, and ano
room. “n‘.\’ told
bov had was religion,
they wanted it. I had also a cook in my family
who had lived with me for

not

vt!lll'ill I
my dear

seven years. 1 will
detain the meeting only to say that my
and another child and those three servant girls |

|
ord .' Ce

son |

are all now the L'.tnp ful followers of the 1
sus Christ,
MOTHER KNEW GOD.
In one of the m '«'li’l,‘\ a young man arose and
| his religious experience
said, he, his mother, and one
'.lnul"ul in New York from Seotlan l, with
, having but seven shillings left after
their passage,. W
. But moth knew God.
After being in New York a short time, I found
bad associates, and was in the habit of staying
out late at night. Mother would leave the out-
side door ajar, so that I could come in without

listurbing * the othel

years ago, he

AHCW NNO ONno 1n |

tenants occupyving the

) L0
HOWBR

One might I came home

early and went to my
yed \\i:'nnl

gomg into

my mother's room. Af:
il lnl'\l for a li'il". \;

ey cam 1n s ’L-l.\'
dark, felt 1
there, Finding me there, she said.

my son i‘r i“ I.AX!\ to

AL .ll'.ii
: ll. ] vas |
i hank God, |
K dnge dow
. ) ) ] y‘ ) : | !
weside the bed, she }zu-u"(l out her sonl to God
in audible praver. She wrestled and pleaded |
: !

with God that I might be converted and becom

thh her hands, in the

nght,

t minister of the ;.‘,»nl)!'l of Christ,
ness and anxiety of that prayer m v deep 1n-
ression upog my heart, and from that momont |

The earnest- |

LUl O UL
)

resolved thathy the grace of God, I would becor

L varistian.,

L sought the Saviour and very soon
found him.

About two years since, hearing that a small
hurch was in want of a pastor, I resolved to ac
cept the charge, if they would give it to me, Be-
lore lcaving to enter upon my mimstry, my
mother gave me her parting blessing, commend- |
ing me to God, and the word of his grace. Three
months after I received aletter informing me that
my mother had suddenly died. I came to New
York, and followed her remains to Greenwood
Cemetery. Since that my sister has passed away,
and 1 was left alone with my mother's Friend, |
wiom she so well knew. My grandfather was a
minister of the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, |
often prayed that I might become a
minister of * the glorious gospel of the blessed |
(l\l(x.”

[ have just come from Greenwood, where 1|
knelt upon my mother’s grave, and anew y

aris

tian ministry with more earnestness tifn ever.

THE LONDON CHRISTIAN MERCHANT. !
BY REV. HUBBARD \\l.\'sl.u\\, D. D

[nstead of immuring herself in cloisters. and
wasting tears in solitary and selfish lamentations |
over humar. sins and frailties Christianity is to

o

go forth in obedience to her high mission into the ;'

| very citadels of worldiiness, making them at onee

|
|

her strong holds of detence and salient points of |
subduing the world to God. Our Sa-
viour called his early disciples in the midst of |
their worl lly avocations ; nor did he, except in
some special eases, require them to leave or relax
their pursuits, but to conseerate all to his zerviee
This primitive and divine wethod must be re.
sumed and carried fully out. 'The most intense |
worldliness, the very foeus of business, must be- !
come the most intense Christianity, the central |
home of the Cross, ' )
When last in London, I witnessad a striking
illustration of this in the mercantile house Uf‘
Messrs, George Hitcheock & Co,, near St. Paul’s
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Cathedral. This is one of the largest mercantile
houses in the great British metropolis. It was
about 12 o'clock, the busiest part of the day,
when a friend of mine and neighbor of Mr.
Hitcheock called with me upon him at his store.
[ designed then only a moment’s call, merely for

an introduction,—~knowing the value of a me r-

chant’s time in hours of business. But he insist-
ed on our stopping, and with a most cordi il wel

come begged us to be seated. Ina few moments
he finished some business in which he was en-
gaged with gentlemen at his side, and then sea! {
himself by us. Seeing several persons waiting
for an interview with him, | proposed to leave and
i He replied, ] may not sce :

again, and I have learned to s ize present oppor-
tunit [ have learned, too, that ¢ godliness is
profitable unto all things,” and that a few
ments spent in Christian fellow ship and comm-
nion with Gd, even in the midst of busines

time ne ither lost nor ll]i\‘:lm;“t‘(l.” He ther
afew verses from the

call again y o

nmo-

Jible, and proposed tounite
By this time some fifte
or twenty persons were waiting for him in and
around his office, but the remarks and devotions

in two brief prayers.

were in such good taste, so simple earnest.

“vout, that thl'_\‘ all seemed to be most favoura

impressed. No time was

ally lost to them,
even in a business view. for

1€ ten minutes thu

Spent composed the il'lht-l't_';,“\ and prepare 1 them
] M | v ) e SA T

to (I|:| DUSINECSS with ',‘“«' ' words :‘”'l with mo

directness

I't
t
i

nd assurance. I was informed by my

friend that Mr. H. often had simila: seasons of

devotion in his counting-room. especially when
strangers were introduced to him. After a few
kind words, he appointed a time to see me m

the appointed time 1 foun

(LR |

isure. At
| :

atone, andad 1

rned from him the following inte

estine fa

it was then about ten vears ‘~i.'l('~' ‘! y first o
tained }m;l" in the grace of Christ. He had i
Viously pursued business on mere worldly prin

ly |
ciples. One of his numerous elerks. a very dos
' ('}i‘.i\h‘."h

anda cearncost

persuaded a few of
companions to join with himself in seasons of
daily prayer, making the conversion of their em
object. Mr. H. heard

it, and sent forthe clerk to come and

aQ See nim.—

ployer their prominent

I'he elerk confessed the whole to him, and mad«

to i.ifn a respecti ﬁ and earnest ap w"'l in behall
|
Mr. H. was de« ply affe

He then init

soon after became 1 Christian.
wWith those youne men in their prayers and labors
and soon a very precious work of oy extended
r his whole establishment. He o priat
and furni i large room for his ¢ DI
viding a ibrary and all conveniend i wding
nd study in the evenings. In this room all of

taem were required to assemble every me

_.T.lrl'd-'\“”q)l!\‘ llt'?li\" A

rming

and even lopted the

| ’

plan of closing his store at an ecarlier hour thai
betore, to afiord his clerks more time for self
improvement. ‘I'his plan has since b n adopted
DY several others of the | wding merchants 1r
lv Itlliu!;.

Some tim subseguent to the « wversion of M

| | “ » v .
H., the clerk who had been the chief inst:

of 1t lrad married his only ehild. ! 80
come a partner in his basiness. A ha prer n
l never Ww. ” E.Hl no 1{4 \ L0 augm
"11v.1 (1. gave i .‘.;\ carinings 10 pent
objec With what tenderness and significanc
did \t those words of Paul : “What thir

were gain to me, those | counted loss for Christ

‘ea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss f
]

the excelleace of the knowl dge Christ Jesus |

my Lord.” ¢ Never.,” said h ‘may 1 forg
the debt of love I owe to Christ.”’
iAi :.:‘Al i iA.\\' ?A; il ; n
Shall ?v 3 ever ti 1 3
Whate’er my duty bi S e 21ve
I ‘i 1ull resiain
Y et if 1 might MaxKke some resery
And duty did not call,
[ love my God with # il 80 orea
I'hat 1 would give him a1l
e took down from 18 ¢ pository of n
h ) iy m Lhe Four Witnesses, by 1
) | :.A A l“\ \S |i A H(l {8 l¢*1l'
: i ‘MO Lo A L\ 1 J‘|| Wil
| Wil { “_\ me, asking n 1O a« ¢] thcm
“ One « 1t L 1nd It ’ 1) '(_‘lw" L0 § Vi
my difficult respectng the Gospels ;3 the other
h m | valud TR M money
Th | volumes aren onmy tabl 1
hey awaken man plea 1 grateful x e
tions as I wri After 1uviting me to visit him
at ~ s1d¢ at Wes tind Lireeted K
to £ m i i Vil lli;i,.f t : " \ my
| i‘l st t CIerk CONUU( <,l, \ 1". est )
lishm [t was a ) 1 model " all t
imi! | rder, st 1) 1 W
.
which business wasdone I hay never seen equ
led. Heve in various rooms were ove two hun
(!l'l | h l' IR it lj,xiﬁ "..\ | ""l L} spaten
ing goods to all parts of the world——to the United
States lif 12, British America, South Ame
L';\'J, (Ell Sal i\-'.A“» l\..ln‘iw. .\H\ rala, lln.!.l.
China—-and in all those various countries wes
cl "xn'..ll.h uts trawned in this « bdishment
and doing business on the principles here tunght
lh('i"ilw'.i"' of that mercautile ho ¢ 1n 1avoul
of Christiani y and of honest dealis g is felt to-d; y
in all parts of the world. What an amount of

good accomplished, under God, tarough that on

clerk, and throuvh haim by that one mercantil
house! “ R s matter a little fire
kindleth.,” Let no clerk, let no youth, however
obscure his position, ever .
for Christ, Aund It no me rchant,
a lawful trade, s 1y that he
his business, 1

hold how great
.‘_'\ h\‘ can do :;‘r[;:;X!LZ
pursuing a
(unl i'l
can serve God in the counting
room us truly as in the church, and his

CannoLl servie
1'¢ il.lll\
of little value in the one unless it also obtains
equally in the other. “ In that day shall be upon
the bells of the horses. HOLINESS UNTO THI
LORD,”-—N, Y. Observer.

-

HOW SHALL OUR STANDARD OF PIETY
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In the case of a child, you would have little to
expect as the result ofa mere exhortation—*You
ought to be a better child, more obedient, more
docile; more kind ; you must have a higher stan-
dard of life as a child.” But if he is told, “ You
must be perfectly obedient to the letter and Spi-
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DON'T CALL ME BROTHER.

Many Christians seem never to overcome t!
sin of covi
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tousness, I'heya all their liy
and know little of
g to the Lord.
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met his pastor, and, as in former times, said :

“ How do you do, Brother Kendrick »»

But Brother Kendrick deelined the recognition
saving, as he alone could say it: * You need not
call me brother. 1 belong to a brotherhood who
hold all for God as Lis stewards. You do not
belong to that brotherhood ; you must not call |
me brother.” ‘
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\TION OF THE BIBLE IN FRANCE.

WasqQuenar, March 3. 1860.
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I, some retain I1is Word, and
will retain it, and the main object of writing these
particulars 1 to ask you to solicit the
prayers of God's people in dear oid Britain for a
bl nobie French colpor-
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biessing to rest upon this
teur.~1 am, dear Sir, your brother in Christ:
Crartes Davs,




