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Family Sketches.

I.—“ HE WILL ENOW BETTER BY AND S g

Truth is sometimes made to do the work of
falsehood ; perkaps never more so than when,
in the form of 2 popular saying, something is as-
serted which no ene would thirk of contradict,
ing; but; from the manner of sayina whieh, it j&
too evident that something the very oppositk of
truth is intended to be inferred. « H. (or she)
will know better byand hy,” isa caying that comes
under this character. Nothing can be more true
than that every rational being is, everv hour of
his life, adding to his stock of knowledge. Every
thing that vasses under his observation, or is im-
printed on his sensations, must add to his know-
ledge. He who has seen an elephant, or witness-
cd a shipwreck, must know more ahout them than
he who has not seen them ; and he whao has had
the toothache, or a broken lim

b, must know more
of the pain they occasion than those who have
never experi-ned it.  But then there are two
things mot quite so certain, which this saying 1s
otten intended to convey. “He will know hetter
by and by ;”-—but does that form any excuse for
not attemp'ing toteazh him now 2 *“He will know
better by and by ;'—but does it necessari'y fol-
low that he will be wiser ?

When first an infant begins to choose for him-
self, (which, by the way, is at a much earlier pe-
riod than is generally imagined,) when he eager-
ly strives toreach the object of his desire, and
resists the hand that would restrain him, this no-
table saying ofien ecomes in as an apclogy for
yielding to his infant violence : Well, let him
have it this time. It is of no use to contradiet
such a child as this. He knows no better. He
wull know better by and by.” Yes, he certainly will
know more, for every such exercise will inerease
his skill in the art of conquering, by violence or
by cunning, those whose weakness he is so early
given to understand ; but if it be imagined that
he will know better than to desire what is impro-
per for hi, or that he will he more wil'ing to
submit to the guidance of those who ought 1o
know better than himself, nothing caa b+ more
opposite to truth. He will know better ,how to
conquer, but Le will not know better that it is his
duty to submit, for two very simple reasons .
first, he has never been taught ; and, secondly,
he has a natural and growing disinclination to
learn,

“ You should not spend so much money on
cakes and fruit. I have no more halfpence to
give you ; besides, you enly make yoursel’ sick
with them. Well, come, take it this time ; but
donot come to me for any more. That hoy is
always teasing me for money, when Ireally can- ‘
not afford to give it to him. He should not do so.
Well, heis but young ; he wil know better by

——— -

od in all things may be
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having attained to years of maturity, can produce
little real advantage, and may tend to increase
prejudice and hostility ; still we must say, that

parents who thus reason seem to have overlook-
ed the institu

ted connexion between means and
end, and to have been deficient in the perfor-
mance of their earliest duties toward their off-
spring. Instead of indulging the indolent, pre-
sumptive consolation of hoping that they will
know better by and by. does not conscience ad-
mit that thev ought to have been taught better long
ago 7 Might not much have be°n done by the
steady exercise of parental authority at a time when
it might be absolute without being irrational ?

Ought not ihe babe inits earliest months to have |

acquired the habit of submitting to the will of
its parents ? And might not this habit have been
so effectually and deeply rooted by diseipline, in
which firmness and mildness were judiciously
mingled, that, to the very first dawn of reason, an
actof perverseness and rebellion should appear
a monstrous and alarming thing ? In like man-
ner, might not the little reasoner be effectually
convineed, that a point was never to be gained
by teasir g ; that an indulgence was never with-
held nor granted without reason : that there was
a settléd standard and habt of expenditure which
none of the family thought of violating ? Again,

—
S——

i Nusairiyeh seems to be the descendants of the
ancient Canaanites ; their religion is a mixture of
all the various forme that prevail around them.
They occppy the mountains to the north of Tri-
poli, and are thought to number about 150,000.
The Druses are Arabs by race, and were origin-
ally a heretical sect of ‘Mohammedans, formed
during the eleventh century. They reside chiefly
in the southern parts of Lebanon, and in Hermon,
where by virtue of their superority of character
they constitute the ruling race; they number about
100,000. The Maronites (and all the Christian
sects)are decendants of the primatire population,
with intermixtures of Europeanblood, brought in
during the Crusades and subsequently. Their
Christianity i< little more than nominal, and
their characters generally degraded ; estimated
number, 200,009. The Orthodox Greeks, of the
 same origin as the above, are found in nearly all
| parts of the country, and amount to 150,000. The
| Armenians, (20,000,) Jacobite, (15,000,) several
minor sects, (20,000) Papists, (80,000,) and
| Jews (25,000) are found scattered in most of the
towns—160,000. Making an aggregate setuled
population of about 1,610,000. Besides these,
I who all dwell in the towns and villages, there is
| also a large wandering population of Arabs—the
{ Bedouins—whose numbers are variously estima-
ted at two hundred thousand to half a million.
| The entire population of the country, except
| the wandering Arabs reside in the towns and vil-
| lages.
| 'Though they are generally agriculturists neith-
| er the Labits-of the people nor their safety would

’ : = allow them to dwell in separate residences, as in
I would ask, might not the duties of the sabbath |

most other agricultural countries. In Lebanon

and by.”” Can it be any wonder that if the hoy
be thus permitted to squand r pence, the youth
is found squandering pourfds on chains, and
seals, and pictures, and perfumes, and extrava-

gances of every deseription? Can it be any
wonder, if, when his parent-’ resources are ¢ amp- |
ed and exhausted, he shoull resort to dishonest
means of gratifying his uneurbed propensities ?
*“ That girl of mine,” says one silly mother,

is a giddy-headed thing

¢ She is alw 7x)s afier

pleasure of one kind or other, and often gO“8
with children that do her no good ; but she is so
self-willed, there is no such thing as dvinderiug
her, if ¢he sets her mind upon any thing. Well,
812 meansno harm ; she will know be'ter by
and by.” It is matter of regret, but to a +hink-
ing person it can be no matter of astonishment,
that this giddy self-willed ehild grows up with a
full determination to have hur own will und way
in every respect ; to associate with whom she
Pleases ; to fol'ow every vinity on which she sets
her mind; and, in spite of all piren‘al and friend-
ly remonstrances, to cast in her lot for Iifs with
a man of vicious character. * Still,” says the
mother, ** she will know better by and by ;" but
not, it is to be feared, un'il krowledge comes too
late to retriove the mistakes of folly ; not until
her mind is corrupted, her character injured, her

prospects blighted, by an association which she
ought to have known better than to form ; but
which, onee form«d, her own painful experience
can ouly avail to teach her bitter regret that she
was not wise in time,

Many parents, pious but weak, regret that their
children discover such a total disinclination to
religious exercises. When the parents are pre-
paring to attend religious services, the youung
People are setting out on some party of pleasure;
and when summoned to meet around the family
altar, they are notcome home ; the sabbath seems
a burden to them, and the Bible lies unopened
for days and weeks together.. It is very lament.
able ; but what can they do ? The, cannot give
their children grace, and it is of no use to con-
strain them to religi-us observances against their
will. They still hope that they will know bet-
ter by and by. Sueh are the complaints not fin-
frequently urtered, and such the vague hopes not

. by the Druses, against the Marioniies especially,

unfrequently indulged.

Now, with the deepest anl most humbling!
eonviction of ;he depravity of human nature, and '
with the fullest persuasion that nothing short of |
Divine energy can renew the soul, and turn i
from the love of sin to the love of holiness; and,
at the same time, tully admitting 1hat compul-

sion to outward observances, in the case of youth

and of public worship, the reading of the Serip-
tures, and prayer, be so uniformly observed, and,
at the same time, so connected with pleasurable
associations, that even hadit would render devia-
tion from them painful and improbable. We all

know the forre of habit in the most trifling things.

That to whiah we have been regularly accustom- |

ed from infancy, though in itself very unimpor-
tant, if interrupted, becomes a serious and dis-
tressing privation; and, while far from assigning
to mere habit more mmportance than it deserves,
it is certainly doing something for young people,
8o thoroughly te habituate them to the right
course in any particular, that it would be doing

| there are more than six hundred cities and ham-
| lets, among which are Zaleh, with 11,000 people
| and Deir-el-Kamar, with 7,000: and in Hermon,
il-lashbeiyn, 6,000, and Rashaia, 25,000, all of
wh ch have been the scencs of the late horrible
| massacres. Damascus, the capital of ancient
| Syria, and the oldest of living and flourishing
| cities, has a mixed population of _12,000, while
| Jerusalem has only about 18,000. Aleppo has
over 70.000 and Beyrout 40 or 50,000; Hameh
| has 33,000, Hums, 25,000, Antioch, 20,000, and
Tripoli, 18,000.

The recognized badge of distinetion among
these various races is their religion. They indeed
differ somewhat in the manners and customs of
ordinary lif, vet they have very many of these
in common, and but for the influences

violence to their feelings to propose or think of | ©f diverse religious systems they would gradually

any deviation fromit. As a proof of this, in some
families what ecoaxing, and threatening, and
“white lies,” (as they are called,) are daily prac-

tised, and considered absolutely necessary for the | other.

purpose of getting children to bed or to school ;
whilé in other families the signal is instantly
and quietly obeyed. “Why? Bucauss ia the
latter families parental authority is so firmly and
quietly established, that the children never think
of resisting it.
pression of a parent’s disapprobation is a far
greater and more effectoal punishment than all
the scolding, and rods, and fo0ls’ caps, and dark
closets, to which the former are continually resort.
ing. One great means of habituating children
with regularity and pleasure to Join their pareots
in religious exercises, is by making it evideat t
them that religion is a source of rexl pleasure and
erjoyment. If the parents are religious, they
cught to be cheerful. The aour of d wWotion, the
perusal ofthe Seriptares, should be hailed as a
delightful refreshment, and not r;fl:wtam!y atten-
ded toas a gloom!y burden, or 4 troublesoms in-
terruptin

from more congenial pursuits. If

children are accustomed 10 see that their parents |

are kappy, and that religion makes them so. they
will, in all probability, grow up with a settled con.
viction that religioa is the source of happiness,
and thatif they possess it not, the fault is in
themselves. This will very prohably keep them
constant in attending the means of grace; and,

even though the faith, and prayers, and patience

of thair parents may be long exereised, many de- |

lightful instances warrant the hope, that the sum-
mit of their parental desires wi'l ultimately he at-
tained, in the decided conversion and solid piety
of their beloved children — [Domestic Life.

From the New York Advocate and Journal.
SYRIA.
ITS TOWNS AND PEOPLE.

The terrib'e events oceurring in and about
M.unt Lebanon have called attention to that
country and given it a new interest, Scarcely
any other part of the world has been the scene
of 20 large a share of the world’s history, or nas
presentea at different 1imes so widely' various
aspects. For the benefit of those of our readers
who m1y not be familiar with the present political
and sociul condition of things in that part of the
world, we make the following summary from
the latest reliable authority,

The whole region lying directly to the east of
the Mediterranean Sea, and known as the Levant
consiitutes the province of Syria, which is an in-
tegral portion of the Turkish Empire, It em-
braces, besides ancient Palestine, what was Idu-
mea on the south, and the region »f Lebanon,

including its northern and east-rn slopes, taking |

in the valley of the Orontes on the north, and
the plains of Damascus on the east. From an

In such families the slightest ex- |

| nssimilate and become homogeneous. But reli-
| gicus element, which under a pro er culture be-
o] . ’
| comes a universal bond of union, here operates
jonly to separate and estrange men from each
In the absence of a civil government ade-
| qQuate to individual protection, in order to escape
| the dangers of anarchy, the peaple have asso-
| ciated themselves in nominally religious commu-
{ nities. “T'here Moslems &nd Christians, Druses
| or Nusairivehs, Maronites or Armenians, Greeks
| or Papists, not as the results of envictions or of
| devout feelings, but simply partisan interests of
| each individual or eclass.” O when will the life
giving spirit of the r¢ligion of Christ brood oy r
| this mass of spiritual ruin, and b ing order out of
| its chaotic waste !
:
l - T — - — -
F THE SILENT GUN.
; In an account of the bombardment of a cele-
‘ brated city and fortress of the old world, a few
| years ago, a fact was stated which, to the writer
| of this article, then residing in the East, suggest-
ed a lesson he has not forgotten. Perhaps it may
“ »
| not be uninteresting to others.
The beseiging squadion, consisting of not far
' from fifty vessels of war, was, with the exeeption

f of a single vessel, ranged immediately before the
| doomed city, upon which was poured an unc us-
| ing sterm of missiles for many dark hours. But
apart from the rest was a vessel, unpretending in
| appraraace, in which was a gun of peeul:ar con-
2structu)n. Compared with others, it made but
| little report, solittle indeed that the terrified peo-
| ple on shore declared that it made none, and de-
| signated i, in distinetion from others, as “ T%e
| Silent Gun" Yet, silent as it seemed, it did
| wonderful execution, in same respects quite sur-
| passing the rest, and striking the enemy, when its
| agency was known, with more terror than all the
| others combined.  Approaching nearer t0 the
!city, on account of her smaller size and noiseless
| character, than the others could, she there, with-
| out any visible or audible demonstration,—so
| the startled people averred,—discharged her re-
peated volleys into the midst of reeling walls and
falling magazines, like some noiseless spirit from
enother world, or like a vessel manned by Death
in person, and irieghted with hidden bolts of de-
struction. If the estimation of many of that peo-
ple was correct, that silent vessel employed by

tery which crowned the bombardment on that
memorable day.

And thus it generally is in the great moral
conflicts of the church with sin, error, and wrong.
The noisy world outside the scene is upt to esti-
mate the amount of our usefulness by the noise
we make. If we can but man the great artillery
of a “ National” broadside, and fire guns whose '
booming is distinetly heard from the St. Law-
| rence to the Gulf of Mexico, and trom the Atlan-

early antiquity this region has been the dwellingi tie tu the Pacific, we may get credit for doing

place of a variety of diverse and incongruous ra-
ces, locally intermingled, but otherwise dissoci-

ated,7and often engaged in the most dea dly hos- |

tilities, and mutually cherishing traditional feuds

something, whether we gain any genuine con-
iquests over the great enemy or not. But it shoald
' be borne in mind that we are disciples of hLim

between each other. Usually these hostile de- | Who did not strive nor ery, neither did he lift up

monstrations have been so far held in check by
the imperial government that a tolerable state of
quiet has been maintained ; but just vow, either
through the weakness or the pertidy of the go-
vernment, a terrible state of waris raging, 'ed on

but not sparing the native Christians or other
names.

The population of Syria is made up of the fol-
lowing enumerated tribes or subnationalities,
namely : 1, The Moslems, the ruling classes in
all the country exceptin Mount Lebanaon, who
are apprrently those of the descendants of 1he old

his voice in the streets. Let Christians learn
to imitate him in this as well as in other respects,
and it will not & little augment their power for
good. They should aim at real, substantial
victories for good. They should aim at real, sub-

'stantial victories over sin, —sin in all its forms,

and sin n all its hiding-places, howeves formi-
dable itv fortresses. And these victories cvn be
better secured by calm, sell-possessed, consis.
tent, and persistent efforts, relying on the skill,

inhabit:nts of ‘he Greek* empire who accepted

and power of our great Captain to give success,

of the doctrines of the Koran ; they nuwber | than by all the noisy, velf-applauded, and world.

ahout 800,000,
also Mobammedans, estimated 50,000, 8, The

2. The Kuvds, an inferior race, ' applauded demonstrations of the great city, the

great scciety, the great nation, or the great world

far the most effective agency in achieving the vie-
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itself. ¢ The kingdom of hea
observation."

But Jet none suppose that because nothing is’
gained by noise and ostentations display, we are‘
to pour into the enemies strong-holds no shot, !
Provided the shot he gospel truth, unadulterated
and entire; allowed to speak for itself in jts own
:vay, and sent forth in the spirit of truth, the
more of it the better. ILet the winged word, the

| ven cometh not by

of life be poured forth unceasingly, into the world

florifieAa throush J

little tract, the evangelical book, *he pure word |

SEOTIA.

= ——— - S~
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we shall have to bear and forbear till the end of
the world. That which is perfect wili not come
till time shall be ne loaver,

Agiit with a grum word or a surly look, is
rather the fruit of malevolence that of true kind-

ess.

It men could have profited by having more re-
vealud to them, it would have been done. Job.
iii: 12,

If Christ is ell in all, let us seek no other Sa—
vieur.

MY BROTHER'’S GRAVE.

lying in wickedness. These are weapons which
the feeblest and the youngest in the Saviour's

ramparts of sin around them and against its
fortresses at a distance. Let every missile be
winged with prayer, and although it may make
no report and attract no observation, it will cer-

tainly be “ mighty through God to the pulling
down of strongholds.” Some may call it “ the
day of small things,” and affeet to * despise” it,

but God will not despise it, ner will those whom
it reaches.

Soldier of the cross, never sound your owwu
trumpet before you, but march quietly on, under
your Captain’s banner and direction. to conflict
and to victory, and ieave it to him for him to
speak your praises at the great day., Ye men of

God’s appointment upon the strong-holds of sin,
but never mind it if you do not make a loud re-
port. Jesus never spoke so effectually as when
his ** demd” lips left it for his innocent blood to
| speak. Though his voice was not heard in the
streets, is quiet agency for good was eloquent
Let us be still and know that he is God."” His
““ gentleness shall make us great.” While there.
fore we employ all the means in our power for
carrying on the warfare with sin, let us not fo-.
get the noiseless vessel and “ 7he Silent Gun.”

e G N
TRUTHS FOR WIVES.

In domestic happiness the wife’s influence is
much greater than the husdand’s; fcr the one,
the first cause—mutual love and confidence—.
being granted, the whole comfort of the house-
hold depends upon trifles more immediately un.
der her jurisdiction. By her management of
small sums her husband’s respectability and cre-
dit are created or destroyed. No fortune can
stand the constant leakage of extravagance and
mismanagement; and more is spentin irifles than
women would easily believe. The one great ex-
pense, whatever it may be, is turned over and
carefully reflected on ere incurred ;
is prepared to meet it; but it is pennies imper-
ceptibly sliding away which do the mischief, and
does not come within a man’s provinee,

There is often an unsuspected trifle to he
in every household. Itis notin economy alone
that the wife’s attention is so necessaty, hut in
those niceties which make a well-regulated house.
An unfortunate cruet-stand, a missing key, a
buttonless shirt, a soiled table-cloth, a mustard-
pot with its old contents sticking hard and brown
about it, are severally nothings; but each can
raise an angry word, or canse discomfort. De-
pend upon it, there's a great deal of domestic
Lappincss in a well-dressed mutton-chop or a
tidy breakfast table. Men grow sated of beauty,
tired of music, are often too wesried for conver-
sation, however intellectual ; but they can always
appreciate a well-swept hearth and smiling com-
fort.

A woman m1y love her husband devotedly—

saved

him—she may have the genius of a Sappho, the
enchanted beaaties of an Armida ; but—melan-
choly tact—if with these she fail t, make his
home comfortable, his heart will inevitably es-
cape her. And woman live so entirely in the af-
fectians, thar, without love, their existence is a
void, Better submit, then, to household tasks,
however repugnant they may be to vour tastes,
than doom yourself to a loveless home. Women
of a high order of mind will not run this risk ;
they know that their feminine, their

domestic,
are their first duties.—Ezominer.

DETACHED THOUGHTS.

If we had more heart to do goed, we should
think less of our present endeavours to he useful,
When a man says much about a little compli-
ment paid him, it is a sign that more of the
. same will by no means be disagreeable.
;‘ In the human heart true religion is an exotic ;
! without unusual care it perishes.

The pages of the book of life, if seen, could !

not afford so satisfactory evidence of piety as a
. christian tongue. :

Salvation is by ane Redeemer, and his work
is perfect ; he pardons, he aceepts, he renews, he
sanctifies, he glorifies.

A preacher lately said that he read in the Bi-
ble of the conversion of a narlot, a publican, a
seller ()fpurplc, a jailor, a thief, a drunkard, but
did not remember any account of the conversion
of a lazy man. Reader, do you ?

_ Which is the greiter error of belief, that God
1s too good to damn us, or that we are too good
to be damned at all ?”

More men regret going into company than into
solitude. f

The gratitude of some consists in flattering
their benefactors in the hope that they will repeat
their kindnesses.

If small temptations can overcome
ones may,

Itis said that more than once in the Bible, in-
structing and chastening are expressed by the
same word, If sc, every rebuke should ra ly us,
every trial teach us, and ‘every scourge encourage
us.

The poor chamber-maid of a sinking gulf steam-
er 18 said to have filled her pockets with bags of
gold. Of course she sank the sooner and the

eeper, when she missed the plank that might
have saved her. So shall it be with all who
make gold their trust.

Oone of the hardest lessons any child leains is
to sit down and sit still. The same is true of the
child of God.

 Genuire piety is always possessed of three
kinds of knowledge : 1. '[he ﬂnowledge of one’s
$in and misery ; 2. The knowledge of God's jus-
tice and meicy ; 3. The knowledge of Christ’s

us, great

grace and all-sufficiency.

ranks can wield, and weild both against the |

the income |

may sacrifice fortune, friends, family, country for |

"Tis the day of rest—the holy Sabbath. The
| lone winds are signing a mournful dirge over
| flowers which now are faded ; and as each note
' of their «ad requiem falls upon my listening ear,
| the deep waters of my saddened heart are stirred
| at their fountain ; for Memory, too, 1s here, and
on her fairy wing she bears me hack to the days
| of “long ago,” and as in fondness I linger among
| the cherished scenes of the past, I live again the
| hour when in company with one dear to me I vi-
 sited the churchvard of my native town. Oft had

I'been there before. In childhood, when life was
but one glad holiday to me, I had followed in the
train of the idol of other hearts—yet little dream-
ing of the untold anguish that thri led their every
chord. 1In vouth, when life was all bright and
beautiful--when on the rosy wing of each wel-
comed morn was borne to me new joys—when
the heart danced gaily neath the sunlight of love,
had I'been there. Ir riper years | had been there,
but not as before. [ came as a mourner now,

, ieviag o’er the arly blightin, “ nro-
““ the sacramental host.” ply all the artillery of | STeviog O 7 the too early blighting of a you

mising bud.”  ZTooearly 2 Did not our Fa her
transp ant that beautiful germ, that it might un.
fadingly bloom in his paradise above ? Shall we
mourn then ? Nay! Though the heart be
stricken, know that “He doth all things well,”
| and that the loved of earth may meet again.
| Years passed, bringing their :many changes,
alike with their hours of sunshine and darkness,
jand then once aguin I visited the resting place
| of the early departed ; and as I knelt among the
| bright evergreens which beautify that little
mound, and thought of the fair sleeper heneath,
{and by the faithfil light of memory saw him as
| in other days, when with youthful vigor the life-
| current was bounding through every vein, and
| when the sparkl ng of that love-lit eye answered
| so tenderly yet truly to the oft-repeat~d breath-
| ings of affection— what wonder if one sigh of re-
| gret should escape the sister’s heart, that one so
young, so gifted, and so beautiful, should fall the
chosen victim of the destroyer Death ! Gentle
heing ! why—O ! why wast thou taken from our
fond embrage ? Methinks I hear thee answering
in tones of gentlencss, * | am more blessed than
thou, dear sister, since I have earlier gained this
blissful clime, where soirows never come and
flowers bloom immoital. Then Weep no more,
nor think of me as when I dweit with vou on
earth ; but think of me as a brighr-win,‘;e(i angel,
with a crowu of unearthly beauty upon my brow,
and upon my lip a song whose eloguent theme
is redemption and eterfial life —-—Ere%ong we will
meet again. Though thou may’st wander far,
and thy path in hfe be uninviting, —though trials
| may press upon thy heart, and thy spirit may
| sometimes shrink beneath its burden, yot there is
one who w'll sustain—ard by-and-by thy rewurd
shall be given.” Dear brother, the teachings of
thy earnest voice, though still in death, shallgive
strength to the weary spirit while struggling amid
the surging waves of life’s billowy tide ; and as
the fragile bark shall near that blissful haven,
thy sprit's voice shall speak glad words of wel-
come, and together we will walk the golden streets
of tae new Jerusalem, and drink from that foun-
tain whese streams make glad the city of our
God. Puttsburg Christian Advocate.
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DEAD CAPITAL IN OUR CHURCHES.
Who can estimate the va<t amount of dead
| capital in all our churches? From every point
of observation we see slumbering energies, buried
talents, furcing the conviction on the mind that
the great mass of profes ing Christians are “at
ease in Zion." Hundreds and thousands have nev-
er put forth one single, earnest effort to persuade
men to become reconciled to God. They are
waiting for the church to do the work th it they
are requirec individually tv do; and under the
delusion that the church has duties, separate
from those of her own individual members, man
excuse themselves from all personal labor. This
{18 a fundamental crror of the age, a practical
heresy of most pernicious and deadly influence.
The church was neveg designed to fabsorb so as
to neutralize the personal element, but to rendes
it more effective—that every energy, and influ-
ence, and power, might tell in the great work o)
saving souls. And yet the dead capital 1s very
great,
Reader, take your own chuech: what is the
Comparat:ve amount of active capital? the num-
ber of active, working Christians who seem
deeply and enrnestly interested in advancing the
spiritval interest of the church? What are you
doing? Has God given you talents, energy,
and means, which lie as ‘dead capital ? ou

must give an. account of all you have,—Truz
Witness,

A POOR EXCUSE.

A young man, a professor of religion, dressed
himself slaborately for a ball, * Can you recon-
cile 1t with your views of duty P asked his room-
mate.

“ I am going from a sense of duty,” said the
young man.

* Does your copy of the Bible read, ‘ Be ye
conformed to this world 2’ »

‘“ No, but I go because it will give me an op-
portunity of speaking with some in regard to
their salvation.”

“ We are never to transgress a positive com-
mand that we may do gooa.”

“Something muet be done for the fashionable
portion of society : we ean do nothing for them
if we never come in contact with them. "

The young man went to the ball, Whether, at
the intervals of dancing, he speut his time in in-
viting the thoughtless to serious reflection, and in
warning sinners to flee from the wrath to come,
I do notknow. The strong probability is tuat he
did not.

The above fact is a striking illustration of the
excuse made by many for tran ressing the law,
** Be not conformed ‘to this world.” In the case
thus stated, the unsoundness of the excuse is
very clearly seen. It is no less unsound in cases
wheie the absurdity is less clearly apparent. The
real motive is a love of the world—the love of sin:
the excuse is amere pretence. Re not deceived.

Because the best of men are men at the best,

God is not mocked : whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.
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THE UNEXPECTED SUMMONS.

H——— was a young man much beloved and
respected in his native village, but alas ! a strang-
er to the love of Christ. He was full of life and
animation, and a general favorite in society. No
doubt he put off the day ef repentance until a
later periodin life, when the pleasures of youth
shuukl’ have lost their power to charm him.

Poor H ! that day never dawned on
him. He was riding out” one day, when his
horse suddenly becamo unmanagable, and he was
thrown with great violence to the ground. A
crowd quickly gathered around him and he was
conveyed at once to the nearest house. It was
evident that h2 was seriously injured, and a phy-
sician was immediately sent for. When he aeri-
ved, the young man though suffering intensley,
looked him steadily in the face, and inquired in
a firm voice :— 7

“Doctor, must I die? Must I die, sir? Do
not deceive me in this matter.”

The physician could only reply honestly, and
told him probably he had not an honr te live.
Like a flash of lightening, he seemed to awaken
from a sense of his sufferings, and to wander wide
away from them.

“ Must I go into eternity in an hour ?” he said
““Must I stand before my Judge in one short
hour? God knows I have made no reparation
for this event. T have heard of impenitent youn
men thus suddenly cut off but it never occurre
to me that I should be one. Oh! tell me, tell
me what must I do to be saved ?” He was told
that he must repent of his sins, and look to Jesus
Christ for pardon.

“But 1 do not know how to repent. The
whoie work of my life time is crowded into this
hour of agony. Oh! what shall I do to be sa-
ved P’ he continued to ery with an eye glaring
with desperation. But agonised triends could
not save Eim. Death wonld not wait for expla-
nations, end thus erying out for aid and instruc-
tions, he fell back upon his pillow, and in ano-
ther moment he was in eternity.

REMARKABLE MOVEMENT AMONG THE
JEWS.

The Paris correspondent of the ** News of the
Churches says :—Israel is awakeming : God’s
ancient peorle have uttered their first ery, and
this ery in Paris ! From the beginning of the
year there has been a movemen: among them,
and at length the yearnings which for the last
ten years had been privately expressed have
found utterance in a printed appeal, and the for.
mation ofan association called the Universal [srae-
lite Alliance. Its aim is—1. To work at the
general emancipation and moral progress of Israe-
lites ; 2. To give effectual support to all who
who suffer because they ars Israclites ;3. Toen-
courage publication: for promotion of the fore-
going objects. This appel is made not ounly to
the 100,000 Jews of France, but to their scattered
millions throughout the world. Agricultnre and
all manual arts are to be encouraged among them
if possible an agricultural school or colony will
be opened for the instruection of younz Israelites ;
and our country will probably have the honour of
leading the first steps of Judah to sow besides
all waters, and to send forth the feet of the ox
and the ass. God will inst.uct him to disere.
tion and teach him, for this also cometh furth from
the Lord of hosis, who is wonderful in counsel
and excellent in working. Concentration of
strength, energy, and resources , correct infor-
mation and prompt action in cases of persecution
an active press ; a removal of prejudices ; a cen-
tre of universal information for Israel’s redemp-
tion ; such it is hoped will be the service render-
ed by the Alliance. Thh appeal goes on to state
that Alliance is called upon to bring out and dis-
cipline those good feelings hitherto slumbering
isolated and inefficacious, but now revived and
aroused. The imitiative has been given by
youthful Israelites penetrated with modern ideas
fami.iar with present tendencies, generally edu-
cated independent of absolute orthoox, feeling
that there are higher interest than those of mat.
ter gold and passion ; it is not a mere ebullition
of youthful ardour, but has been lony matnred
by older heads. discussed, and is the result not
of foreign impulse but deep national convietion.
“ Warmth of soul (I quote the ecircular), intel-
lectual light, tenderness of heart, power of will,
such are the condition of success in such a work
it 18 especially to such sentiments that cur anpesul
is addressed ; and it is on them that depends our
morl, complete, definitive rehabilitation.

Surely in this is a happy reaction against the
abuse of the influences of mere matter to which
we are accused so often of being slaves. The
soul and distimctive character of our work is that
it calls to a common understanding, in view of
universal amelioration, all the members of the
family of Israel, and concentrates all the vital
forces af Judaism ; and of these forces there is
one upon which we think we have a peculiar right
to depeud—it is to be found in the devoted and
hearty concurrence of the women of Israel”
Now this is surely a step in the right direction
and will probably have the greatest results for
themselves, the Church and the world ; results
far beyond what their printed appeal foresees,

though even these are giand and set many cords
vibrating in Gentile hearts.

FEW AT THE PRAYER-MEETING.—When all
the inhabitants of a certain district ars summon-

ed for the purpose of sending a petition to the
legislature, but oniy a few responed, the infer
ence is, that whatever may be the feeling of a

few individuals, the community itself is in-
different to that petition, and it is, therefore,
set aside as a thing of utter insignficance. On
the same prineiple, when a chureh is summoned
by its exeewtive mipistry to weekly meetings
for prayer, and only a few members attend, is it
not a fair inference, that the church itself is in-
different to those prayers ? 'I‘hey may, indeed,
be earncstly presented by individuals, but the
whole society is not identifled with their pre-
sentation; and if God dealt with us, as man deals
withman, we could not feel surprised if such
prayers of the church were rather regarded as
an expression of its strong desire .

THE Sa1Lor's-HoME PRAYER-MEETING,—The
meetings at the Sailor's Home are likewise largely
attended. Capt. Richardson, who led the meet.
ing some evenings ago, said he had been con-
versant with sailors for many years, and he had
never known such a state of re interest
among them as now prevails in the port of New-
York. Many seamen have been converted with-

ina few days. He wished all Christians would
+ pray for seamen.
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